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VoLUME II. 
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SUMMARY of BOOK VII. 

Af IN Emoirs from the year 1594 to the year 1596. 
3 Henry diflatisficd with the Duke of Bouil- 
} on ; and why. The motives for Rolny' s Journey 
to Sedan: his converfation with Bouillon: in which 
2 Ihe penetrates into his deſigns, and diſcovers his 
real character. The taking of Laon. Military 
1 expeditions 1 in different parts of the kingdom, be- 
Ws twixt the King's army and that of the league. De- 
EX ſigns of the Duke of Maienne upon Burgundy. 
Death of the Cardinal of Bourbon. Death of the 


ſuperintendent D'O: his character, Character of 


the Ducheſs of Guiſe. The Duke of Guiſe makes 


a treaty with the King. Roſny's apology for this 
treaty, Services performed by the Duke of Guile 
for his Majeſty. Character of Sancy. The ſtory 


of Alibouſt. Changes made in the council of the 
| finances, Maxims and reflections relating to the 
finances. Henry declares war agaiaſt Spain, con- 
| trary to Roſny's opinion: he is wounded by John 


Chatcl : particulars of this horrid attempt; and the 
banithment of the Jeſuits. The motives which de- 
termine Henry to march into Burgundy. Roſuy 
quarrels with the council of the finances. Deſer- 
tion of the Count of Soilfons. Roſny inſulted by 
the Counr's officers. A campaign in Picardy. The 
French defeated at Dourlens. Death of Admiral 
Villers. Campaign in Burgundy glorious tor Hens 
ry IV. Battle of Funtaine-Francouile. Conditions 
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iv SUMMARY. 


upon which the Pope gives abſolution to Henry, 1 
The conduct of Cardinal d'Offat examined. Henry 
| ay to Picardy. Loſſes ſuſtained there by France. 


he Duke of Montpenſier reveals to the King the N 1 | 


lots of the chief noblemen of the kingdom. Bou- 
lon is ſent to London. Jealouſy and hatred of 
the council of finances againſt Roſny. | 


SUMMARY of BOOK VIII. 


| Memoirs from the year 1596 to 1597. Siege of Wi 
La-Fere. The King taken ill. Military enterpri- 
ſes: ſome executed, others blaſted. Death of the 
Duke of Nemours, and of the Duke of Nevers. 
Embezzlement of the finances. Roſny goes to 


Henry at Amiens, his adventure with an aſtrologer. 
Madam de Liancourt in great danger. Roſny's 
journey to Rouen : he is deputed to the Princeſs, 
to prevail upon her to eſpoule the Duke of Mont» XZ 
penfier : the treatment he receives from her: in 
danger of being diſgraced upon this occaſion ; re- 
covers the favour of the Princeſs. Succeſs of the 
King's arms in different provinces. Oppoſition 
made by the financers to Roſny's being appointed 
one of the council of finances. Henry's irreſolu— 
tion upon this head, who at laſt places him in the 
council. The Duke of Maienne concludes a treaty 
with the King, and comes to his Majeſty at Mon- 
ceaux. Rolny goes to viſit the generalities : calum- 
nies of his enemies upon this occaſion : his jours 
ney of great uſe to the King. Roſny diſputes with 
Sancy: he diſcovers the artifices and frauds of the 
council of finances. The aflembly des notables held 
at Rouen. Reflections upon the ſtates of the king» 
dom. Good council given by Sully to the King. 
The reſult of this aſſembly. The council of rea- 
ſon eftabliſhed, and afterwards ſuppreſſed. Roiny's 
labours in the finances. 
0 SUMMARY 


SUMMARY. 


SUMMARY of BOOK IX, 


the Memoirs from the year 1597 to 1598. Divers 
ou- Mons at court, The Spaniards ſurpriſe Amiens, 
of Roſay contrives the means of retaking this place: 

he is put at the head of the council of finances in 

the King's abſence: his labours in the finances, and 
diſputes with the council. The fiege of Amiens, 
all the neceſſaries for which are ſupplied by Rofoy, 
ue Proteſtants mutiny again, during this fiege : 
WT their defigns. Death of St Luc. Henry promiles 
RNoſny the poſt of grand maſter of the ordnance, 
but gives it to D'Eſtrees. Roſny made governor of 
Mante. The Spaniards attempt in vain to ſuccour 
Amiens. It is taken. An account of Henry's lets 
ters upon different ſubjects. Enterpriſes after the 
ſiege of Amiens: ſome fail, others are executed. 
Ncgotiations for a peace. Henry IV. goes into 
Britany. Cabals of the Calviniſts to obtain a fa» 
vourable edift. Henry gives audience to the Enge 
ZE liſh and Dutch ambaſſadors, who cannot prevail 
upon him to continue the war, Edict of Nantz, 
# Henry's converſation with the Duke of Bouillon. 
A ſingular converſation between Henry IV. and 
Roſny, upon the diſſolution of his marriage, and 
his paſſion for the Ducheſs of Beaufort. Henry 
returns to Paris: goes to Picardy. Concluſion and 
ceremonies of the peace of Vervins. 


SUMMARY of BOOK X. 


Memoirs from the year 1598 to 1599. Part of 
the troops ditbanded, Ordinances upon grain; 
the wearing of ſwords ; and other regulations upon 
the finances, the police, public works, &c. Que- 
{tion of the true or falſe Don Sebaſtian. Conte. 
rences held at Boulogne between Spain and Eng. 
; land, but without effect. The Ducheſs of Beale 

3 Ort 


vi SUMMARY. 


fort labours with her partizans to be declared 
Queen.. The firmneſs' and retolution with which if 
ſhe is oppoſ-d by Roſny: he quarrels with her: 
they are reconciled by Henry. A convertation be- 
twixt this prince and his miſtreſs upon that ſubject. 8 
Henry's ſickneſs. Reception of the legate at ot 
Germain. Libours of Roſny in the finances, 
Qualities neceſſary for a ſtateiman, Roſny gives 
an account of his wealth; his character; his man- 
ner of living, &c. The deplorable AED to 
which France was reduced by the wars. Sums cx- 
pended for the treaties made with the league. Ar- 
rets which were publiſhed. Roiny has a diſpute 
wich the Duke of Epernon: labours with Henry 
to rectify the abuſes in the finances, The abilities 
of this Prince for government. Singular tranſac- 
tions. Expoſition, examen, and artiſice, of the laſt A 
will of Philip II. The Archducheſs comes to BR 
Marſeilles. Oppoſition of the clergy of France to 
the marriage of the Princeſs Catharine with the 
Duke of Bar; Cardinal D'Oflut's conduct upon 
this occaſion; a conference held between the Ca. 
tholics and Proteſtants for the converſion of this 
Princeſs, but without ſucceſs: Henry orders the 
marriage to be ſolemnized by the Archbiſhop of 
Rouen: humorous converſations upon this ſubject. 
The clergy and parliament oppole the regiſtration 
of the edict of Nantz; alterations made in it; af- 
ſembly of the Proteſtants ;. artifices of the Duke 
of Bouillon upon this occaſiun : the edict regiſtra—- 
ted. The affir of Martha Broflier. Gratuitics 
and employments given by Henry to Rotny. The 
ſtrange deaths of the Conſtablc's wife, and of the 
Ducheſs of Beaufort: Henry's grief for the lois of 
the Duchels:; Roſuy comtorts him. 


SUMMARY 
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be. Memoirs from the year 1599 to 16017. Affairs 
<5 of the marquiſate of Saluces. Artifices of the 
t ON Duke of Savoy to avoid making a reſtitution of 
ces. 


Saluces. Journey of Henry IV. to Blois. Diſſo- 
Wes lution of his marriage with Margaret of Valois: 
ane his amours with Mademoiſelle d'Entragues, who 
9 perſuades him to give her a promiſe of marriage: 
©X- BY the cour4 ge and reſolution of Roſny on this occa- 

lion, Articles of marriage with the Princeſs of 


Ar- 8 
Florence concluded. Foreign affairs. Roſny takes 


1 * 4 
ute Ys 
If 


"7 upon him the guardianthip of his nephew D'Epi- 


<3 noy. Revocation of the permiſſion for manufac- 
lac. turiag rich ſtuffs. Roſny is made Grand Maſter 
laſt of the ordnance, aud gives great application to the 
tO WF aftiirs of this poſt. The Duke of Savoy comes to 

X P.ris; brings over the courtiers to his -intereſt'; 
endeavours to bribe Roſny, and afterwards to ex- 
clude him from the conferences : but fails in both 
attempts, and returns home. Nicole Mignon at. 
X tempts to poiſon the King. A public diſpute be- 
twixt the Biſhop d'Evreux and Du-Pleflis Mornay. 
New ſubterfuges of the Duke of Savoy: reaſons 
for declaring war againſt him; preparations made 
by Rotny for this war. Henry IV. marries the 
X Princeſs of Florence by proxy: takes Chambery, 
Bourg, Montmelian, Charbonnieres, G. Other 
particulars of this campaign: great ſervices per- 
formed there by Roſny, notwithſtanding the jea- 
louſy and oppoſition of the courtiers. Cardinal 
Aldobrandin comes to negotiate a peace; Rofny's 
reception of him : the conferences broken off by 
the demolition of Fort Saint: Catharine : reſumed 
by Roſny; who concludes the treaty. The Queen 
comes to Paris, and is received by Roſny at the 


arſenal. Foreign affairs, 
SUMMARY 


Vii SUMMARY. 


SUMMARY of BOOK XT. 


Memoirs of the year 1601. Affairs of the fi. 
nances; of money, of commerce, Gg. Prohibi. 
tion againſt carrying gold or filver coin out of the 
Kingdom. Chamber of juſtice eſtabliſhed, but to 
little purpoſe. The author's reflections upon luxu- 
ry and corruption of manners. The officers of 
the robe and finances ſuppreſſed. Journey of 
Henry IV. to Orleans. Affairs of the United Pro- 
vinces. Henry goes to Calais. The French am- 
baflador inſulted at Madrid. Embaſſies from the 
Grand Seignior and the Venctians. Eliſabeth 8 
comes to Dover. Letters betwixt Henry and Eli. 
ſabeth. Roſny goes to Dover. Converſations be- 
Aween Eliſabeth and Roſny, in which they lay the 
foundation of the great deſign againſt the houte of 
Auſtria : the great wiſdom of this Queen. Death 
of young Chatillon Coligny. Birth of Lewis XIII. 
Henry makes La-Riviere calculate his nativity. The 
affair of the iſles concluded wich the Grand Duke 
of 'Tuſcany. Roſny procures the Count of Be- 
thune to be named ambaſſador to Rome, notwith- X# 
ſtanding the endeavours of Villeroi and Sillery to 
the contrary. Oppoſition made by thele miniſters 
to the opinions and policy ot Roilny. Particulars % 
of the conſpiracy of Marechal Biron: Roſny en- 
deavours to recal him to his duty: Henry ſends 
him ambailador to London; to Sweden: he re- 
ſumes his intrigues at his return. La-Fin's depoſi- 
tions. An account of the pretended Don Sebaſtian; 
and other foreign affairs. : 


xu- T 
of Þ S | 141 a 


W. 
the | 7 

my TOI NNW 
Eli. 

de- 


che B O Ok VI. 


1 
or: 
ath * 
* *N 
* _ £ 
ike oF 
—- 
Mi 
Be- 


Remained but ſhort time in the camp before 
Laon, after this event. Some difficulties 
which aroſe in the treaties, particularly that 
with the Buron de Medavy, obliged me, in 
BW obedience to his Majeſty's orders, to take a jours 
to ncy to Rouen, which was followed by a ſecond to 
ers Paris, and another, more conſiderable than both, 
to Sedan. 
en- The Duke of Bouillon gave daily new occaſions 
nds of diſcontent to the King. When, through his 
re- F Majeſty's intereſt, he married the heireſs of Se» 
olls dan, he had engaged to bring him a certain 
an; AE number of troops; but he not only neglected to 
= folfil this engagement, but alto retamed, without 
aſking the King's permiſſion, the troops which he 
had lent him to guard his frontier, till he was in 
8 8 pcaccable poſſeſſion of his new principality; nor 
did he even make any excuſe tor not ſending 
them back, or give him any account of the rare 
VoL. II. A of 
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5 MEMOIRS Book VII. 


of his affairs. His new grandeur inſpired him 
with the vanity of making himſelf be regarded in 
Europe as a formidable potentate. This, which 
he could not hope from a ſtate ſo weak and cir- 
cumſcribed as his own, he ſought to obtain by all 
ſorts of machinations, and intrigues in the neigh- 
bouring courts. All the incendiaries and malecon- 
tents in Europe were ſure of finding a protector in 
him, and he was the main ſpring that actuated the 
cabals of Auvergne and Entragues. 

One day when the King fent for me ſo early in 
the morning that I found him {till in bed, having 
only Ozeray and Armagnac in his apartment, 
while we. were all conſulting upon meaſures to 

revent the combinations of his ſecret enemies, 
bis Majeſty dwelt in particular upon the Duke of 
Bouillon, and ſeemed greatly affected with his in- 
gratitude, after having conferred an obligation up- 
on him which ought to have attached him to his 
intereſts for ever. In effect, the King by ef- 
fectuating his marriage with Mademoiſelle de 
Bouillon, had given to this Duke a proof of friend- 
ſhip ſo much the ſtronger, in that his Majeſty acted 
againſt his own judgment, and the advice of almoſt 
all to whom he had imparted it. The day after 
this converſation, Beringhen preſented a gentle- 
man to the King, in his chamber, who brought 
him a letter from Bouillon, in which the Duke 
informed his Majeſty of the death of his wife, 
and excuſed his delay, by the grief and perplexity 
into which her death had plunged him. This 
letter likewiſe gave the Kiuvg to underſtand, that 
Madam de Bouillon had left a will, in which ſhe 
bequeathed the principality of Sedan, and all her 
eſtates, to her huſband, and put them under the 
protection of the King of France; becauſe it was 
expected, that her relations would give the Duke 
of Bouillon great diſturbance about this donation. 
That is to ſay,” ſaid the King, when " 
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had finiſhed reading the letter, “ that the Duke of 
« Bouillon has great occaſion for my aſſiſtance: Is 
« he not very civil?“ 

To humble and puniſh the Duke, his Majeſty 
was ſtrongly tempted to leave him to ſtruggle all 
alone with theſe difficulties; but the native ſweet- 
neſs of his diſpofition, and the remembrance of 
the Duke's former ſervices, ſtill prevailed. He 
anſwered the Duke by a compliment of condolence 
upon the death of the Ducheſs of Bouillon; 
and aſſured him of his willingneſs to affiſt him. 
If the King had thought that this laſt mark of his 
friendſhip would have reduced the Duke of Bouil- 
lon for ever to his duty, the commiſſion of him 
whom he ſent with this letter would have conſiſted 
in barely delivering it to the Duke: and any in- 
conſiderable perſon might have ſufficed for 4 4 
but this Prince, accuſtomed to confer benefits only 
on the ungrateful, intended to make this deputa- 
tion anſwer ſeveral purpoſes. He turned towards 
me, and told me, that in his opinion I was the pro- 
pereſt perſon to carry this letter; becauſe, if of it- 
ſelf it was not able to fix Bouillon in his duty, the 
arguments of a man, who had a right to repreſept 
it to him ſtrongly, might perhaps accompliſh it; 
and that, if neither the one nor the other proved 
effectual, it was neceſſary to penetrate into the 
Duke's ſecret intentions, and to examine narrowly” 
the will, and the pretended donation of Madam de 
Bouillon. 

This embaſſy ſeemed perfectly ſimilar to that 
which had drawn upon me the hatred of the 
Princeſs and of the Count of Soiſſons; and my 
firſt emotion upon receiving it was an unealineſs 
that the King's ſervice generally engaged me in 
affairs ſo diſagreeable. Henry, who gueſſed partly 
at what paſſcd in my mind, forgot nothing which 
he imagined capable of leſſening the unpleaſantneſs 
of this commiſlion ; he told me, that the ſucceſs 
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which fortune ſeemed to annex to all affairs 
wherein 1 was employcd, as a reward due to my 
fidelity, induced him to employ me, preferably to 
any other; that none of my ſervices were left 
upon him; and that he took extremely kind the- 
attention I always thewed to avoid or break off 
any connections whi: h were capable of cooling my 
zcal for him. Speaking theſe words, he embraced: 
me tenderly ; adding, with a kindneſs that went to 


my heart, that he intreated me to be careful of 
my own ſafety, fince I ſhould be obliged to paſs. 


through places ſubje ct to the Guiles, and to pre- 
ſerve myielf for a Prince who loved me. Princes 
who behave in this manner cannot fail to be faiths! 
tally ſerved. 

1 was at that time luckily well enough provided. 
with money, having ſent for remittances frpmy 
Roiny. and Moret, where my wife was; and 
ſo was in a condition to ſatisfy, without delay, 
the King's impatience for my departure. Ihres 


hours. atter 1 had received this order I went tor” 


Bruyeres, where my equipage lay, and, followed 
by five and twenty troopers well armed, in four 
days J arrived, without any bad accident, within 
view of Sedan. The Duke, being informed of my 
arrival, came to meet me as tar as the village of Tor- 
cy, which ſeparates this little ſtate from France: 
there he alighted, and put on a fad countenance to 
receive my compliment, and to read the King's let- 
ter. He then loaded me with perſonal civilities; 
ſeemed charmed with the choice his Majeſty had 
made; and perſiſted (notwithſtanding my repeat- 
ed inſtances) to treat me as an ambatlador. I was 
lodged magnificently, and all the expences of my 
xetinue defrayed. He ſhewed me, with great com- 
plailance, the fortifications he had raiſed about his 
caſtle of Sedan, by which he was conkdent that it 
would be impregnable. I was not of the ſame 
opinion; all the expence the Duke was at to 
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1594. OF SU LL X. 
ſtrengthen this place, could not ſupply the defect 


of its ſituation. THE, 

The ſiege of Laon, of which the Duke inquired 
the news, aſſorded us matter for entering into a 
more particular converſation. After reiterated aſ- 
ſurances of his attachment to the King, the Duke 
aſked me, if the many ſubjects of complaint which 
his Majefty had received from the Spaniſh Low 
Countries, had not determined him to carry the 
war thither ; and ſpoke to me of this project, as 
an affair which he ardently wiſhed to fee execu- 
ted, He expatiated upon the advantage of this 
war; upon the manner in which the provinces 
of Luxembourg, Liege, and Namur, might be at- 
tacked ; upon the correſpondences which, with 
this view, he carried on in the principal cities of 
Flanders; and upon the powerful aſſiſtance he 
offered to carry thither, It was not difficult to 


believe, that he had uſed his utmoſt endeavours to 


promote a war, of which all the advantage would 
accrue to himſelf, He was greatly deccived in ima- 
gining the King equally intereſted in a project, that 
with regard to him was a mere chimera. Indeed 
the Duke, fearing that at court jt would be treated 
with ridicule, omitted nothing which he thought 
might bring me to approve of it, by painting it in 
the fineſt colours, and with all the air of diſin- 
tereſtedneſs capable of impoſing upon me. After 
having thus ditcourſed upon Flanders, he plunged 
into politics, and diſplayed all his eloquence in pro- 
ving to me, that it being the King's chief intereſt to 
humble the houſe of auftria, he could never attain 
this end but by keeping up a ftrift union with the 
Proteſtants. The King's late abjuration, he ſup- 
poſed, was but a neceflary ceremonial, which had 
only changed his external appearance; and which 
he thought he proved ſufficiently, by two or three 
ſtrokes of raillery upon ſome ſuperſtitious practi- 
ces of the Catholic devotees, upon the mendicant 
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— and upon the equivocations of the Je- 
Uits. 


The Duke of Bouillon ſtopped here, like a man 


who was afraid of explaining himlelf too freely, 
and looked upon me attentively. with a feigned in- 
quietude. Hitherto I had liſtened to him with» 
out interruption z, and diſcovered, without his per- 
ceiving it, all the ideas. which roſe in that ambi- 
tious brain. But many things ſtill remained to 
be known, for which it was only neceſſary, I 
thought let him ſpeak a long time; for it is 
not poſſ but that a man, who is. at once ex- 
tremely vain, and a great talker, ſhould, at length, 
betray all. his ſecrets: I therefore forced a ſmile 
into my countenance, and aſſumed the air of one 
filled with admiration of his wit, his policy, and 
Ris eloquence. The Duke, agreeably. flattered, 


did not need much intreaty, but reſuming his. 


diſcourſe, he went on to make me ſenſible of the 
true intereſt of the Proteſtants, in the preſent ſi- 


tuation of affairs in France. Here it became ne- 


oeſſary for me to divine more than he ſaid; ei- 
ther becauſe the Duke of Bouillon's expreſſion ſuf- 
Fred: a little from the conſtraint he laid himſelf 


under, for fear of indiſcretion % or becauſe he 
thought the affectation of a myſterious. air did 


„The true character of the Duke de Bouillon, is thus given 5 
m; On ſet purpoſe he uſed to expreſs himſeif,” ſays the wris- 


ter, of his life, in ſo dark and perplexed. a manner, that he 
could give to what he ſpoke any ſenſe that he picaſed. He 
% pretended, that there. were ſome nice conjunctures, in which a 


„man muſt either be. ſilent, or follow bie manner of ſpeaking.” 
Avother maxim ofthe Duke de Bouillon's, accordingto the fame : 
writer, was, That a man ought to be; verp.cautious ot giving- 


« any thing under his hand. A men interprets what he has ſpas 
ken as he pleaſes; and be agrees only to ſo much of it. as he 


4% proves as lie think, convenient. But the calc is not the. ſame 
%% with regard to what is witten,“ Sc. M. de Sully.was of a 
quite contrary.opinien, e may find ſome politicians, who 


well not condemn the Duke de Bouidon, but none who does not: 


cammend.the. Duke de Sully. 
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thinks proper, retrea« hing nie or leſs. He approves os diſap- 


. 
- 


— * 
V 


== 
1 
1 
fy 
=. 


3 


A 2 
8 
1 2 

2 


it 


n n 
1 «© 
5 3 Gn . = 
; rome OS _ 4 
. 2 > 
by * 


rygg. OF SU L. L T. 


more honour to himſelf and the party, or, in fine, 
becauſe his diſeourſe was built on a ſy ſtem ſo ſublime, 
and ideas ſo abſtracted, that he likewiſe was loſt in 
it as well as J. | 

I recalled the Duke from this too elevated flight; 
and he told me more plainly, that the Proteſtants 
were ſo much diſguſted at the King's converſion, 
that he could allay their apprehenſions no others» 
wiſe, than by declaring war againſt Spain cons 
jointly with them; that, unleſs this was done, it 
would be impoſlible to perſuade them that they 
were not made a facrifice of, and for he future 
would be always expoſed to the violences. of the 
French Catholics, acting in concert with the Pope 
and the Spaniards, 'Fl:e Duke urged, as proof of 
this, a piece of intelligence, which he thought 
perhaps as. falle as it really was. Villeroi, faid 
he, had upon the part of the Dukes of Lorrain, 
Menne, and Mercacur, propoled to the King, at. 
Fountainbleau, this union between France and. 
Spain; and the Pope would not have refuſed the. 
King his apoſtolic benediétion, with a bull, ac 
knowledging him King of France, but becauſe he 
would have this union to be the preliminary.“ 
To this proof Bouillon added others cqually 
groundleſs, by which he thought to make it ap- 
pears that the Catholics had wholly eſtranged: the. 

ing from the Proteſtants, and bad prevailed up- 
on him to ule them with great injuſtice, The 
grievances of the Proteſtants thus eſtabliſhed, the 
Duke was willing to inform me of the remedy: 
they had thought proper to apply. They were. 
preparing, he ſaid, forthwith to fortify all their 
places ot ſtrength, to chuſe a leader. without the- 
kingdom, and to eſtabliſh within it. a general 
council for the affairs of religion, (at a place which 
he did not name), to which all the different. 
churches were to addreſs themſelves, and which. 


was to determine, in the lait reſort, all the affairs 
af. 
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of the ten other provincial councils, into which the 
whole Calviniſt part of France was to be divided; 
and that the power of this ſovereign council might 
be abſolute and inconteſtable, a protector, or foreign 
Prince, was to be put at its head, capable of muking 
it reſpected. 

Whilſt he was talking of theſe ſuhjects, the Duke 
of Bouillon, according to the occaſion he had to 
dazzle, to convince, or to deceive. me, aſſumed 
ſucceſſively the character of a friend and ally of 
the King, of a good Proteſtant, or of a mere rclater 
of facts, but always that of a man conſummate in 
politics, and the depoſitary of all the mott ſecret 
affairs of the Proteſtants. He could not, however, 
involve himiclt to well in myttery, but that I com- 
IP clearly enough, that all thete projects of 

wh and low councils, theſe regulations lo particu» 
larifed; might very probably have their ſole exilt-nce 
in the Duke's own brain, and not in the ſynods of 
St Maixant and St Fol, as he would have had me 
to beli-ve. This forcign Prince or protector, ejpe- 
cially, ſeemed to me to be purely his own invention, 
and in reality no other than himſelf, who gave his 
own views for io many determined points, and all 
his end in this (for what ſprings will not ambition 
put in motion?) was perhaps nothing elſe than that 
I, by imparting theſe deſigus to the court, as i! the 
Calviniſts had really formed them, and were ready 
to put them in ex<cution, ſhould raiſe the King's 
indignation againſt them: and by this artifice he 
might oblige the Hugucnors to take ſuch a reſolu— 
tion, as he wiſhed them to take, but durit not apenly 
inſpire them with; which was, to chuſe him for a 
leader, whom the hatred and complaints of the 
Catholics pointed out to them for a defender. All 
that happened in the fequcl has but the more con- 
firmed me in this thought. 
After having thus, as he imagined, made me. 

| ſubſervient 


52 


Tt 
mw 
PE. 
ls 

Do 5 
e 


r 
r 
nr 


1 


* 


OE SEE SEP Oooy Re... YR * 


F 
4 I - e 1 do ES Pg is * 18 * 
*. * 5 TFT ROUTE NO DIY, r „ 88 * 5 » 2 e F 
MOLE, 1 2 r "a % FAO 2 8 
li — n x AI #7 3 9 = * 
x CSS | , l 3 ; 

— E . FF K 11 © WIS? 4 NY * ke 1 * : * : 2 a 

s 1 * C * 4 

7 3 71 7 * * * + 

* * 
* * 


VII. 


the 
led; 
ight 


eign 
ing 


uke 
d to 
ned 


the laſt. 


OF 8 ULLI. 9 
ſubſervient to his deſigns; the Duke reflected, that 


he ſhould loſe more than he gained, if the King, 


of whoſe aſſiſtance he ſtood in need, ſhould en- 
tertain any ſuſpicion to his diſadvantage z he there- 
fore reſerved a moſt refined ſtroke of policy for 
This was to aſſure me, that theſe propos 
ſals had indeed been made him, but that, far from 
approving them, or offering to ſecond them, he 
had uſed all his endeavours to reclaim the party. 
from their prejudices; in which he had the miſ- 
fortune not to be ſucceſsful. I know not if it be 
puſſivle to imagine any thing ſo double and fo 
crafty, Certainly if the Duke of Bouillon could 
flatter himſelt, that theſe arts would leave me in 
abſolutè ignorance of the affairs of the Proteſtants, 
and the diſpoſitions of the ſeditious, he could not 
at leaſt prevent me from diſcerning ſomething of 
his own particular ſentiments with regard to the 
Prince whom he was betraying. | 
1 anſwered a diſcourſe ſo full of artifice, by 
telling nothing but the plain truth, which is the 
moſt effectual way to diſconcet᷑t politicians ſo cu» 
rjouſly dilguiſed. I aſſured him, in few words, 
that the King was always the fame. with regard 
to the Proteſtants: that he was ready to grant. 
them all the advantages they could reaſonably de- 
mand; but that the preſent conjuucture obliged 
him to defer ſometime longer thoſe teſtimonies of 
his friendſhip : that his Majeſty had not forgot any 
of thoſe cauſes which Spain had given him to 
hate her; and that he would always preſerve a 
lively reſentment of them, even if he were. not 
to enter into the common concern of Europe, to 
put a ſtop to the delign of the houſe of Auſtria for 
univerſal monarchy ; but that, in order to ſecure; 
ſucceſs, it was previouſly neceſſary that all ſhould 
be quiet within his kingdom, fince it might be cx- 
pected that Spain would defend herſelf in a very 
different manner, when ſhe ſaw herſelf directly at- 
takced, 
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had engaged only as an auxiliary. 


lieved all he had ſaid to me with regard to himſelf, 


ing, to leave him any poſſibility of miſtaking it. 
He refuſed me the troops I demanded for Henry, 
>= Nor would he permit me even to peruſe Madam de 
Bouillon's laſt will, ſaying that ſhe had ſealed it in 
a caſket, and exacted a promiſe from him, that he 
would not open it but with the uſual forms of law, 
if any one ſhould conteſt its validity, and that ſhe 
had afterwards obliged him to confirm his promiſe 
with an oath. From all this, it was not difficult 
for me to comprehend. that my remonſtrances were 
uſeleſs ; theretore my commiſſion being now execu- 
ted, I reſolved to return immediately to Laon. 

'I was grealy ſurpriſed, on my arrival at the 
camp, to meet the King, who was going to hunt, 
paſſing ſo near the walls of the city that he was 
within muſket-ſhot of it. But I was ſoon informed, 
that both ſides had laid down their arms, the city 
having capitulated upon condition to ſurrender in 
ten days, if within that time they were not aſſiſted 
by an army, or at leaſt if a reinforcement of 
eight or nine hundred men were not thrown into 
the place. Henry made me ed cloſe be ſide him 
during the chace, that he might hear all the par- 
ticulars of my journey, When I told him, that 
the Duke of Bouillon refuſed to ſhew me the 
will of the deceaſed Ducheſs, he replied, that 


the donation *. He formed the fame judgment 
of 


Ia order to deſti oy the ſuſpicic ns which the whole of this ac- 
count might ru ſe to the reality of that donation of the Ducheſs 
of Bouillon, I w.il give you what the Duke de Bouillon's biogra- 
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tacked, than ſhe had done in a war, wherein ſhe 4 


I told the Duke de Bouillon, that I readily be- 7 


after this be faw well what he ought to think of 


1 

* 
2 
* 


ſince he muſt be ſenſible that the principles of ho- 3 
nour, juſtice, and gratitude, pointed out to him too 
pony the conduct he ought to obſerve with the 
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ſaid he, to be a mediator in diſturbances of 


OFT r 11 


the Duke of Bouillon as I did, © who offers,” 


which he himſelf has been the ſole author.“ 


Nor was he leſs diſpleaſed at his refuſing to ſend 
the troops he demanded: but the preſent con- 
juncture required that his Majeſty ſhould diſſemble 
all theſe occaſions of diſcontent; and therefore, 


public, he appeared to be very well ſatisfied with 


the Duke's conduct, and determined to maintain 
him in Scdan, 
which I was commiſſioned to propoſe to him, he 
left it to be deliberated upon in full council at ſome 
other time. 


With reſpect to the war with Spain, 


The Count of Sommerive, Du-Bourg, and Jean- 


nin, finding it impoſſible for them to prevent the 


ſurrection of the citizens, and of the garriſon of 


er ſays on this head.. By her laſt will,” ſays he. ſhe appointed the 
Duke de Bouillon, her husband, her univerſal heir. It was cure 
rently reported, that, notwithſtanding this laſt will of the Dus 
chels, the ſucceffion would he conteſted with her husband: the 
truth is, Charles de la Mark, the Count de Maulevrier, uncle 
to Charlotte de la Mark alledged that this ſueceſſion belonged 
to him, and that ſhe could not diſpoſe of it, in favour of her 
husband, to his prejudice, The Duke de Montpenſier pretends 
ed iikewiſe, that the ſovereignties of Bouillon. Sedan, Ja- 
mets, and Raucourt, covid not be conteſted with him; as 
he had been ſubſtituted therein by Robert de la Mark, 
the laſt Duke of Bouillon, the Duke de Bouillon thought 
it more eligible to accommodate matters with theſe 
two claimants, than to engage in a law-ſuit, which would 
divert him from the exccution of his grand defigns : the accom» 
modation was concluded; and the ſovereign juriſdiction of 
Bouillon, Sedan, and Raucomt, remained in property to him.” 


Hi/t. de Henry duc de Bouillon, par Marſollier, tom. 2. liv. 4. This 


hi 


(torian hkewiſe ſpeaks ot the Duke de Sully's journ y to Sedan, 


and of the protection which entry V. offered the Duke de Bouil- 


lon on this occaſion. 
would have been much better not to quote, on this ſubjeR, Sully's 


M 


But here we cannot but obſerve, that it 


emoits, than to diſguiſe their ſenſe, and conceal, as he has 


done, the objection that ariſcs from the text of theſe Memoirs: 
and this ſo much the rather, (it would be to no purpoſe to dife 


fe 


mble it, atter all that has been ſaid of it, and very lately, by 


- Amelot de la Houſſaye, in his Memoirs, in the article Bouillon la 
Mark), ſo much the rather, I ſay, as Henry IV and the Duke de 


Sully, are not the only perſons who ſcem to doubt of the reality 
of ſuch douation. 
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Laon, who were incenſed againſt them as tyrants, 
who had rendered their authority inſupporrable,| 9 
thought proper to yield before the time preſcribed 


have any hopes of ſurpriſing the beſiegers, thought 
it beſt to wait for night in the wood, where they 
kept themſelves concealed all that diy, The King 
Hunting in that part of the foreſt at the fame time, 
his dogs diſcovered the ambuſcade, The enemies, | 
although eight or nine hundred in number, inſtead} 
of thewing themſclves, or attacking the King, who 
Had only three hundred horſe with him, Oe 
they ſhould be able to avoid an ablolute diſcover 
by ſeparating, the better to conceal themſelves; 
but the dogs purſued them inceſſantly, and the 
King's troop arriving in the mean time, they were | 
ſurpriled in fo great a diforder, that our footmen | 
and ſervants only, without any aſſiſtance from the 
three hundred horſemen, maſtered and pillaged | 
them. 
After the ſurrender of Laon, the King judged | 


no other advantage from his journey, than con- 
firming in their allegiance Amiens, Abbeville, 
Montreuil, Pcronne, and {:veral other cities, in- 
to cach of which be made a ſolemn entry, I can 
ſay no more of the tranſactions here, the King's 
ſervice calling me at that time to. Paris upon attairs 
of leis importance than the tormer, and which for 
that reaſon I ſhall not enter into a detail of, any 
morc than of what pailcd 1 in the different N 
O 


for delivering the city to the King. They had no 
longer any hopes of aſſiſtance, after the misfortunte : 
which happened to a reinforcement which the Duke b 
of Maienne had attempted to throw into the place, 
This reinforcement coming too late, near Laon, to 


it proper to take a journey to the frontiers ot Flan» | 
ders; his chief inducement to it being the hopes | 
that many of theſe cities would ſurrender to him 
at his approach. 'The event did not anſwer his | 
intelligence and expectations; and his Maj-fty drew |} 
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1 i 
ants, of the kingdom. The reduction of Morlais, and 
able, Quimper, by Marechal * d'Aumont, with the aſ- 
bed WY gaance of the Engliſh forces; the building of fort 
1 nM au ( Croific, by che Duke of Merceeur, at the head 
tune of his Spaniards, to be a check upon Breſt, were 
uke the moſt conſiderable exploits of the two parties in 
lace, WH hritany. Savoy, Piedmont, Provence, and Dau- 


phine, continued to be the theatre of a + war al- 
W ways favourable to Leſdiguieres, againſt the Duke 
they of Savoy, notwithſtanding the defeat and taking of 
Ling Crequy. | 
me, The Duke of Maienne, ſeeing Laon taken, al- 
nies, WE moſt all Picardy in the King's party, the chief ofii- 
tead WF cers of the league, and the Duke of Guiſe himſelf, 
Who diſpoſed to treat ſoon of an accommodation with 
1ght his Majeſty, complied at laſt with the ſentiments of 
very the Preſident Jeannin , who had long preſſed him 
ves: to fix himſelt in one fingle province, and there 

the make powerful efforts in time, to render himſelf 
vere independent; ſo that, after fortune had ſubjected 
men alto the King, which he donbted not would ſoon 
the WF happen, he might at leaſt have ſome remains of his 
iged WY eſtate for a retreat. 

Burgundy was the province fixed upon by the' 
ged WE Duke of Maienne; and he marched thither with 
lan- bis forces, after placing good garriſons in Dour- 
»pes WF ens, Li-Fere, and Soiflons. - Beſides his being al- 


his ; * He was killed the following year when befieging Comper, by 
rew a cannon-ball that broke his. atm to ſhutters; being upwards of 
ſeventy years of age: he ſaid no more when he found himfclf 


on- wounded, than theſe words, “ have got n.“ He wis generally 
ille, eſteemed, and generally regretted. See his eulogy and great 
in- qualities in N de T hou, b. 113. 

2 See theſe military expeditions in the hiſtorians. 

: t I know not if the author does not here a little too lightly 
18 8 tax this Prefident: ot leaſt it has been ſaid, that more than two 
alrs years before, at his return from Spain, be had been the firſt to 
for adviſe the Duke de Miienne to come to an agreement with the 
on King; as being <iſgaſted at the hawghtinefs and ex:efſive vanir 
7-4 with which the King of Spain, in treating with him, bad Trik, 


„% My tow) of Paris, n town of Orleans,” as if Fringe had ac- 
of tual'y bcen his own, 
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ready in poſſeſſion of great part of this province, 
its contiguity to Savoy, Franche-Comte, Lorrain, 
Switzerland, and Germany, from whence he hoped 


enter into his views : he might ſtrengthen his right 
of conqueſt, by a reſignation in form, which Spain 


that means ſhe would revive a claim upon Burgun— 
dy, long ſince ſuppreſſed, but never wholly re- 
nounced. All thele likely appearances made it be 
believed by many perſons, that the ancicnt king- 
dom of Burgundy was upon the point of being re- 
ſtored, 'The Duke of Maienne's conduct in theſe 
quarters, the remaining part of this year, and till 
the month of April in the following, ſupported 
this opinion; and | had leſs reaſon than any other 
to doubt of his intention in this reſpect, atter the 
letters I ſaw at Paris, in the hands ot the Cardinal 
de Bourbon. 

But, unfortunately for the Duke of Maienne, the 
Burgundians were not in the humour of chuſing a 


ſovereign, The Duke of Guile beginning with en- 
deavours to ſecure Beaune, by throwing a ſtrong 
garriſon into it, the burghers roſe againſt them, 
defeated them, and forced them to ſhut themſelves 
up in the caſtle: and, as they might ſtill ſuffer 


invited Marechal Biron to come to their afliſtance, 
permitting him to lodge his little army fix weeks 
within their walls. They afterwards attacked the 
caſtle in form, with a battery of twelve pieces of 
cannon ; and carried on their works ſo vigorouſly, 
that they drove out at laſt the garriſon of the league. 
I ſhall ſpeedily reſume the expeditions in Burgundy; 

I at 
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ſubje& for their maſter : they never before gave | 
ſuch convincing proofs of their fidelity to their | 
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to draw great ſupplies, was a new motive to ſettle 
there. The Pope, and the Emperor, ſeemed to RE 


would grant him ſo much the more willingly, as by 


« * 


great inconveniencies from them, they fortified | 
themſelves with barricadoes againſt the caſtle, and | 
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perceived the Cardinal's illneſs to increaſe fo 
much every day, that, not doubting but his end 
was very near, I ſtaid at Paris to give the King 
immediate notice of it, He died withont making 
that diſpoſition of his benefices which he ſeemed to 
have had ſo much at heart. His Majeſty was 
aflited at his death, having loſt a good kinſman 
and an affectionate ſubject. He wrote to me, that 
he was oppretled with the importunity of ſome per- 
ſons who coveted the Cardinal's ſpoils; and that, 
to get rid of them, his general anſwer was, that they 
were already diſpoſed of. His deſigus with regard 
to theſe beneſices were as follows: in the agreement 
with the Abbot de Tiron, certain abbeys belonging 
to the Chancellor, and the Governor of Pont- de 
Arche were yielded to him, for which thoſe two 
gentlemen demanded to be doubly indemnified out 
of the benefices of the deceaſed Cardinal, The 
King was deſirous that the Abbe de Tiron ſhould 
releaſe theſe abbeys to the proprietors, and receive 
in exchange for them the archbiſhopric of Rouen, 
valued at thirty thouſand livres a-year, but charged 
by the King with the payment of a penſion of four 
thouſand crowns, which he had promiſed to the 
Chevalier D'Oiſe, retaining for himſelf Gaillon- 
houſe, which he deſigned to purchaſe from the 
Abbe; and he ordered me to diſpoſe him to accept 
of this equivalent. As for the abbey of St Ouen, 
one of the fineſt benefices the deceaſed Cardinal 
had poſſeſſod, the King, as yet had not beſtowed 
it on any one; and he had the goodneſs to tell me, 
that he would not do it without charging it with a 
penſion of ten thouſand livres for me. 

Ihe greatelt difiiculty l mer with in managing 
the King's atfairs at Paris, was to communicate his 
prudent ceconomy to the directors of bis finances, 
che luperiaicndant efpecially, The abuſe of ſuffer- 
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iag the finances to become a prey to favourites, (an 
evi], the ſource of which may be traced back to the 
reign of Charl.s VIII.) had in this laſt reign in- 
crealed to ſuch a degree, that had a man of the 
. greateſt induſtry, prudence, and integrity imagi- 
nable, been at the head of the finances, be perhaps 
Would not have been able to remedy the bad con. 
; kequences of ſo prodigious a diſſipation: and, un- 
bappily, D'O “ poſſeſſed none of theſe qualities, | 


Jis temperament naturally formed for profuſion, 


ir dolence, and voluptuouſneſs, had been wholly A 81 
ruined by all thoſe vices for which the court of i. 
Henry III. was famous, gaming high, cxcefhve de- 4 


b.uchery, expenſive follies, domeſtic diſorders, and | 
e xtravagancies of every kind, D'O was on a foot- P 
ing with Bellegarde, Souvrai, Villequier, Quelus, 
Saint Luc, Maugiron, Saint Megrin, Livarrot, Joys 
euſe, Epernon, Li-Valette, Du Bcuchage, Ther- 
mes, and many other leſs declared favourites: and 
the title of minion was all the recommendation he 
had for a poſt which the moſt inconſiderate Prin- 
.ces think fit, for their own intereſt, to except 
from thoſe with which they reward ſuch fort of 
ker vants. 
Such was the man by whom the finances were 
"conducted, at a time when, minions and miſtreſſes 
being excluded. from the council, one would have 
expected they ſhould have taken, a quite different 
form: and what is moſt ſurpriſing, the King, in his 
moſt urgent occaſions, had not even the privilege 
of dividing his own revenues with the ſuperinten- 
dant. D'O did not ſcruple to. let him loſe a. city or 
a governor for the want of a very inconliderable 
Francis D'O, Lord of Freſnes Maillebois, Ce. f:{t gentleman 
of the bed-chamb«.r, governor of Paris and the iſle of France, 
ſuperintendant of the finances, c. He ſurpaſſed Kings and 
% Princes, in extravagance and prodigality; for, cven to his 
% ſuppers, he had pics made of muſk and amber ſerved up, that 
„ amounted to twenty five thouſand crowns.” Journal de 
L Elaile, ann. 1594) P- 37+. | 
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ſum of money, while, at the ſame time, he denied 
none to his pleaſures. Lieramont, governor of 


Catelet, applied to me, to ſolicit the payment of 


his garriſon from D'O: I thought the affair of 
ſuch importance, that I got over my reluctance, 
and acquitted myſelf of my commiſſion ; but with 
little ſucceſs. The ſuperintendant, after I had lefr 
him, ſaid ro Mzfliurs d'Edouville and de Mouſſy, 
that he had rather ſee this place in the hands of 
Spaniards than Proteſtants, Lieramont was of that 
religion. Mouſſy, who was my kinſman, repeating 
this diſcourſe to me, I declared to the ſuperinten- 
dant, that I would make him anſwerable for the 
place, if it were loſt for want of this payment. But 
this menace had little effect on him. 

Fortunately for the King, a retention of urine 
delivered him, a few days after, from fo bad a ſub» 
ject. And it is worthy of obfervation, that this 
man, who was poſſeſſed of more than tour millions, 
or rather of all the money in the kingdom, which 
he Uiſpoſed of almoſt abſolutely; more ſplendid in 
his cquipages, his furniture, and his table, than the 
King himſelf, was not yet abandoned by his phyſi» 
cians, when his relations, who had always ſeemed 
to bear him great affection, his domeſtics “, and 
ſome others, under the title of creditors, pillaged 
him with ſuch eagerneſs, and fo completely, that, 
a long time before he expired, there was nothing, 
left but bare walls in the chamber where he lay; as 
if fortune thought fit to finiſh with him at leaſt by 
an act of Juſtice . 

The 


* He had no children by Charlotte Catharine de Villequier, his 
wite. ** Henry IV. playiag at tennis with M. D'O, made him 
* obſerve, that the marker ſtole their balls, and afterwards called 
„to him with 4 loud voice, D'O, you ſce that all the world 
& cheats us.“ Le-Grain, b. . 


If,“ ſays M. de Griiloa, “each muſt give in bis accounts 
© above, I believe that poor D'O will find himſelf much at a loſs 
to find good documents for his. It was faid that he died very 
| much 
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The King returned to Paris to treat of a truce, 
which the Duke of Lorrain requeſted initantly;f 
and of an accommodation with the Duke of Guite, | 
who ſolicited it by the Ducheſs of Guiſe, his mo- 
ther, the King's couſin- german, and Mademoiſelle | 
de Guiſe, his ſiſter. It muſt be confeſſed, that, of 
all thoſe perſons, who had been in arms-againſt the | 
King, the Duke of Guile deſerved the moſt indut. | 
gence.. To the common motives of religion and 
independence, which ſecmed to authoriſe all-things, 
he joined that of a father aſſaſhᷣnated by the order 
of the preſent King's predeceſſor. It was Madam“ 
de Guiſe, his mother, whoſe perſuaſions chiefly in- 
duced him to take this ſtep: ſhe was continually | 
repreſenting to ker ſon, that the revolt of the Prin- 
ces and nobility of the kingdom, which in the be- 
ginning was juſtificd by religion; became criminal 
after Henry had removed the only obſtacle that 
could hinder him from enjoying his right of inhe- 
ritance to the crown. | 

In any other age, which had not, like this, loſt 
every diſtinction between virtue and vice, this wo- 
man would have been the ornament. of her ſex, 
for the qualities of her heart and mind. Her 
whole conduct was: regulated by a-native rectitude 
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© much in deht, more than he was worth; and that there were. 
five and twenty or thirty officers iu his houſe when he died. 
The treafͤrers regretted him extremely, and called him their 
father: it was even ſaid, that thice of them gave cach fifty 
crowns to Collot, to encourage him to drefs him properly M. 
le Grand, his good tricnd, was almoſt diſtracted tor lus loſs 3. 
for he allowed him every-ycar one hundted thonſaud francs to 
ſpead. Madame wis not atall ferry for it, becauſc he almoſt 
ſtarved her: thoſe of the rehgion regretted him as little, tor he 
wethed then no-gecd, Madam de Licheourt mounted for him, 
becauſe ſhe could do with him as ſhe pleaſed ; and if he kept 
ber. in tavour with the. King M. Seguire, the Dean, who 
altbtted. hta to the laſt, as likewiſe did his brothers, repeated to 
him, as he was dying, Have mercy on me,'O:God. Some of the- 
laſt wol ds he ſpoke were, Remember me to his Majcſty ; ke will 
know. better, alter my death, wherein | have been of. ſervice- 


to. him, than he did Mule l ved.” LEzoile, ibid. iT 
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of ſoul; ſo that it was eaſy to ſee that ſhe had not 
even the idea of evil either to act or to adviſe itz, 
and at the ſame time of ſo ſweet a diſpoſition, that 
ſhe never was ſubjected to the fmalleſt emotion of 
hatred, malignity, envy, or even ill- humour. Ne 
woman ever poſſeſſed ſo many graces of converſa- 
tion, or added to a wit fo fubtil and refined, a fim 
plicity ſo artleſs and agreeable. Her repartees were 
full of ſalt and ſprightlineſs; and the pleaſing, as 
well as greater qualities, ſo happily blended in her 
compoſition, that ſhe was, at once, tender and 
lively, tranquil and gay. It was not Jong before 
the King became —— well acquainted with the 
character of this lady; and from that moment he 
not only forgot all his reſentment, but alſo behaved 
towards her with all the familiarity and frankneſs 
of a ſincere friend. He conſented to give the | 
neceſſary paſſports to the Sicurs de la Rochette, »} 
Perigord, and Bigot, whom the Duke of Guile 
ſent to propoſe his demands; and, wholly fubdued 
by the inſtances of theſe two ladies, named on his 
file three agents to treat with the Duke: theſe 
were the Chancellor de Chiverny, the Duke de Retz, 3 
and Beaulicu Rule ſecretary. of ſtate. \ 
Theſe three perſons, to ſhew their great ſkill in 
negotiating, began at fieſt by uſing all thoſe turns 
and artifices which policy has wrongfully introduced 
in place of that frauk and open conduct, that 
without deceiving any one, produces the ſame effect. 
Their conferences laſted ten days ſucceſſively z yet 
at the end of this time, the ſmalleſt preliminary was. 
not ſettled. Madam de Guiſe, who was tortured 
by cheſe affected delays, came one day. into the 
King's apartment, when his Majeſty did me the ho- 
nour to converſe with me, holding my hand; and 
turning the diſcourſe upon the treaty with her ſony 
ſhe complained to the King, with her uſual gaiety, 
but mingled with a little impatience, that he had 
employed. three men, © who go,” faid ſhe, © three: 
« difltcrent 
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« different roads to reach no end; the firſt, by 
« never ſaying more than theſe words, We muft 
« .confider ; we muſt ,adviſe ; let us do better; the 
« ſecond by not underſtanding himſelf, although 
« he ſpeaks almoſt continually ; and the third, by 
4% never ceaſing to find fault.” This was, in re- 
ality, the true character of the three negotiators, 
This lady, ſuffering herſelf to be wholly tranſport-. 
ed by her zral for the King, and tenderneſs for her 
fon, taking his Majeſty's hand, which ſhe kifled, 
notwithſtanding Heory's endeavuurs to the contra» 
ry. the conjured him to receive the returning 
allegiance of the Duke of Guile, and give her the 
confolarion to tee her family reſtored to the favour 
of their King. She (ſpoke with an effulibn of 
heart fo ſtrong and lively, that the King, affected 
by it even to tears, could not hinder himſclf from 
anſwering, © Well, coutin, what is it you deſire 
„ me to do? I can refule you nothing.” „ All 
« 1] defirc,” replied the, “ is, that you will name 
& the perſon whole hand your Majeſty holds, to 
& treat with my fon.” © What?” returned the 
King, “this wicked Huguenot, Truly I grant 
% him you very willingly, although I know that he 
« is your kinſman, and that he has a very great 
« friendi}:ip ING: * That very moment he re- 
moved the cognifance of this affair from the three 
commiſſaries, and cauſed a commiſhon under the 
great ſeal to be given to me; not only for ſettling 
the treaty with the Duke of Guiſe, but alſo for the 
affairs of the whole province of Champaigne. It 
may be eaſily imagined, that after this the Chan- 
cellor bore me no good- will; but it is the part of 
an old and artful courtier, to appear ſo much the 
more obliging and reſpectful to thoſe who are in 
favour, as the reſentment he harbours againſt them 
in his heart is violent and laſting. Chiverny, indeed, 
excelled in this art. 


The 
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The Duke of Guiſe had begun with very extra- 


by agant propoſals, which if he had infiſted upon, 
muſt would have rendered this treaty ineffectual. Doubt- 
the Mels he was induced to make them through his 
ugh BL nowledge of thoſe perſons to whom he was refer- 


red: hc thought that, to obtain ſomething, he muſt 
re- Hacmand a great deal. He claimed no leſs than the 
rs. ¶poſt of high ſteward of the king's houſchold, which 
ont. the Count of Soiſſons had been in poſſeſſion of, 
her ever ſince the aſſaſſination of the Duke of Guiſe 3 
led, io poſſæſs the government of Champaigne, which 
tra- BW had likewiſe been given to the Duke of Nevers; 
ing to cnjoy alſo the benefices of his uncle, the Cardi- 
the nal of Guiſe, particularly the archbiſhopric of 
our WKRhecims, then actually poſſeſſed by M. Du- Bec, a 
of relation of Madam de Liancourt, the King's mi- 
ted ſtreſs, He added ſeveral other articles; but theſe 
OM three gave rile to the greateſt difficultics. The 
Ire Duke of Guiſe, being informed of the change of 
All the commiſſioners, reſolved immediately to leſſen 
me the extravagance of his demands: and wrote to the 
ro WW Ducheſs, his mother, and to his agents, to con- 


he BW clude a treaty with me upon reaſonable conditions, 
nt and even at any rate. He had lately a new induce- 
he ment to conclude the treaty as ſoon as poſſible, of 
at which I was abſolutely ignorant. He had diſcos 
8 vered that the city of Rheims, (the moſt conſidera- 
ce ble preſent he had to offer the King), deſigning to 
he make a merit of returning to its obcdience vclun= 
1g tarily, had ſolicited the reſt of the province to do 
ne the like; and had already drawn a great party into 


It their views. The Duke of Guiſe, to prevent this 
2 inconvenience, having attempted to place a garriſon 
Ff there, the inhabitants declared, that they would 
e guard the city themlclves and this refuſal occaſion- 
n ing a debate, they anſwered the Duke's menaces by 
n other threats no leſs haughty. ; 


After the ſecond conference I had with the 
Duke's agent, there was. no mention cither of — 
0 po 
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- Guiſe was concluded, and ſigned by me for the 


Rheims arrived at Paris; and, addrefling them- 
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poſt of high ſteward of the houſehold, the govern. 
ment of Champaigne, or of the benefices; and 
thoſe three obſtacles being removed, I. very lit. 
tle difficulty remaining. I propoſed to the King, 
the drawing the Duke of Guile from Champaigne, 
to fix him in Provence, by giving him that govern- 
ment for a recompence ; ſo that his intereſt there 
being united with that of Leſdiguieres and Ornano, 
who ſupported the King's party againſt the Duke 
of Epernon, they might at once join to reduce the 
oo of that formidable ſubje&t. The King con- 
ented to this ſo much the more willingly, as by the 
manner in which the family of Guile acted with 
him, he judged he might depend upon their fideli- 
ty: and he ordered me to conclude with him upon 
this plan. I made the propoſal to the Duke's agent, 
and, upon reiterated commands from his Majeſty, 
uſed ſo much diligence in ſettling all other matters, 
that the next evening the treaty with the Duke of 


King, and by Madam de Guile, and the Duke's 
three commiſhoners, for him. . 
The next day fix deputies from the eity of 


ſelves to me, told me, that the King needed not 
beſtow any great rewards upon the Duke of Guile, 
not only becauſe Rheims was no longer in his 
power, but becaule the inhabitants were ready to 
deliver him up to the King. They did not re- 
quire to be introduced to his Majeſty, but ſaid, 
that they would be fatisfied with his approbation 
in writing, or only mine; ſubmitting it to the 
King to grant them what recompence he ſhould 


think proper; and ended with offering me, ac- 


cording to cuſtom, a preſent of ten thouſand 
crowns, which I neither could, nor would ac- 
cept of. I thanked them, in the King's name, 
for their good-will; and aſſured them that he 
would, with plealure, reccive. this teſtimony of it. 


1 
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ru - I deferred giving them an anſwer, till I had re- 
and ceived orders from his Majeſty, to whom I went 
lit. immediately to relate all that had paſſed. The 
ing, King was at that time ja his cloſet, from whence 
ne, he made every one but Beringhen depart, and 
ern. liſtened to me walking, often ſhaking his head, 
1cre and ſmiling, through a reflection on the natural 
no, WE levity and inconſtancy of the people, he afterwards 
uke took me aſide to the window, and deſired me to 
the W tell bim what terms I was upon with the Duke of 
on- Guile. As ſoon as I had informed him that the 
the treaty was concluded, he did not heſitate a mo nent 
vith whether or not he ſhould obſerve it; but he would 
eli. not, however, appear inſenfible of the affection of 
pon the city of Rheims. I introduced the deputies to 
ent, him, whom he thanked as became a King, beſtow- 
(ty, W ing upon them a very conſiderable reward, with an 
ers, air ſo gracious, that they returned full of joy and 
e of W admication, HRS 


the The treaty with the Duke of Guiſe being with 
ke's the uſual form ſigned by Gevres for the King, 
the Ducheſs and Mademoiſclle de Guiſe demanded 

of his Majcity's permiſſion for the Duke to come 
em- W himſelf, and aſſure him of his obedience. I wrote 
not WW to him to ſeck tor no other ſecurity than that per- 
wiſe, MW miſſion: and he did not heſitate to comply with 
his WW my advice. He aſſembled as many of his friends 
y to as he could, and came and threw himſelf at the 
re- King's feet, with ſo many marks of a ſincere re- 
aid, pentance, that the King, who penetrated into his 
tion inmoſt ſoul, inſtead of reproaches, or a ſilence 
the which on ſuch occaſions is more terrible than even 
uld reproaches, made uſe of ail his endeavours to 
AC» reaſlure him: he embraced him three ſeveral times, 
and WU honoured him with the name of nephew, treated 
ac: him with the greateſt tenderneſs and freedom, 
me, and, without affecting either to avoid or recall 
he what had paſſed, mentioned the deceaſed Duke of 
fit. W Guiſe with honour, He ſaid, that they had been 
| friends 
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friends in their youth, although often rivals for the 
ſame ladies; and that the Duke's good qualities,“ 
and a conformity of diſpoſition, had united them in 
a fixed averſion to the Duke of Alencon. A friend, 
who endeavours to reconcile himſelf to his friend | 
after a flight quarrel, could not have ſhowed af 
greater diſpoſition to renew the friendſhip; and all 
thoſe that were witnefles of this reception, could WF "! 
never ſufficiently admire a king, who, with fo ma- fi 
ny qualities to inſpire fear, employed only ſuch WF 
as created love. | 
The Duke of Guiſe, abſolutely gained by this Ml © 
diſcourſe, replied to the King, that he would ne- 
glect nothing to render himſelf worthy of the ho- * 
nour his Majeſty did the memory of his father, t 
and the ſentiments he was pleaſed to entertain of IMF © 
himſelf: and from that time he took ſuch care to Mt © 
convince him that his reſpe&t and attachment 
would continue inviolable, that the King, forget: 
ting all which any other, in his ſituation, would 
have apprehended from the raiſing again a family 
which had made kings tremble, lived with him 
familiarly, and admitted him, with the other cour— 
riers, into all his parties of pleaſure: for ſuch was 
the character of Henry, that that exterior 1 
which the royal dignity makes it neccflary to al- 
fume, never hindered him from reſi:ning himſelf | 
up frecly to pleaſures, which an equality of con- 
ditions ſpreads over ſociety. The truly great man | 
knows bow to be by turns, and as occaſions re- 
quire, Whatever he ought to be, maſter or equal, 
King or citizen: it is no diminution of his great- 
neſs, to unbend himſelf in private, provided that 
he ſhews himſelf, in his public character, equalhy 
fit to manage the affairs of the camp and of the ca- 
bingt, the courtier will always remember that he is 
with his maſter. | 
Madam de Guiſe entering the King's apartment 
ſome days after, when the Duke of Guiſe mere, 
| 6 
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r the Wed the napkin to his Mjeſty for a flight. repaſt 
ities, which he made in the aiternoon, {he again took 
m in N occaſion to expreſs her gratitude to him for his 
ſend. goodneſs to her ſon, and told him, with a lively 
fond emotion, that if ever the Duke of Guiſe was defi- 
ed z ciecnt in his duty and obedience, ſhe would difinhe- 
d an Wy ric him, and dif-wn him tor her fon. The King, 
ould running to embrace her, aſſured her that he, on his 
ma. ſide, would ever preſerve for the Duke, and his 
ſuch Whole family, the tenderneſs of a father. 
The treaty I had juſt concluded with the Duke 
this of Guile produced much loud clamour. His own 
1 ne. particular enemies, and that fort of people which 
e ho. ſfwarm about à court, who have no other buſineſs 
ther. than to decry the conduct of perſons in place, 
in of united themſelves againſt me, and being ſecretly 
re to inttigated by thoſe from whom the cogniſance of 
nent this affzir was taken, proclaimed every where, 
rget- that I undertook this commiſſion only to pleaſe 
ons MY Madam de Guile. The Duke of Epernon was not 


filent on this occation; and whenever the Duke 
of Guiſe and he were mentioned together, 
he conſtantly faid, that I had offended the one 
without caule, to oblige the other againſt all rea» 
ſon. Theſe diſcourſes were ſo often repeated to 
the King, that he was at laſt made to believe, I 
had acted with rather too much precipitation: 
however, he was not diſpleaſed with me upon that 
account. 

It was not difficult for me to juſtiſy myſelf ; 
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g IF which I did by an apology in writing, and preſent- 
auh I ed it to the King. I there defended my conduct 
. Font with the following reaſons: that the King could 
a 3 not poſſibly grant the three articles before mention» 
nah ed to the Duke of Guiſe, wichout giving diſguſt to 
151 a great many other perſons; notwithſtanding 

HY which, he would have been obliged to grant them, 
FE if he had not had a government to give him, which 


ent. Vas the leaſt recompence the Duke could expect, 
age Vo. II. C aſier 
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after refigring Champaigne. and yielding up | 4 
many other claims: that with regard to the go. 
vernment which was given him as an equivalent, 
no other could be choſen, from whence fewer bad 
conſequences might be feared, than from Provence, 
For upon a ſuppoſition that the Duke of Guile might 
hereafter become capable of forgetting the new oath 
of allegiance he had taken, there was little danger t 
to be apprehended from him in a province which h 
had no communication wich Lorrain, the Low te 
Countries, and Burgundy eſpecially : on the con- a 
trary, although none of the Duke's demands had 
been complied with, except the continuing him in & 
the government of Champaigne, yet by that, there Pp 
was a danger of perpetuating the war in thoſe coun- WF 8 
tries: that it was the King's intereſt to reſerve to 
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himſelf the power of beſtowing the government of | 
Champiigne upon a man who ſhould be nat} 
only ſincerely attached to his ſervice, but whoſe | 
integrity likewiie ſhould be ſo well known, that 
the rebels in Burgundy might deſpair of ever 
bringing him to favour their views. With regard to 
the conveniency of fixing upon Provence tor the 
Duke of Guiſe, 1 added that argument relating to 
the Duke of Epernon, which 1 have alrcady flight; 
ly mentioned. I recalled to the King's remem- | 
brance, in a few words, the many occaſions of 
complaint this man had given him, his repeated 
revolts, his intrigues to diſengage all the Catholics F 
from his Majeſty's party, his infolent boaſt that 
he would never acknowledge any fuperior in his | 
government, his laſt proceedings at Villemuir, and | 
many other circumſtances which certainly would 

do no honour to the hiſtory of this ſupercilious 

ſubject. It was oppoſing one leader of the league 

by another, whom a thouſand motives, beſides that 

of his perſonal intereſt, which ought always to be 

regarded as the molt powerful, concurred to 
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gulate his conduct by a ſyſtem quite contrary to his 
former views. - 

Without dwelling upon the orders his Majeſty 
had given me with regard to the Duke of Guiſe, 


treaty with him had not been ſo advantageous as It 
was caſy to prove it was; I repreſented to the King, 
that he could not act rigorouſly towards a man, who 
had ſo ſteadily refuſed all the offers and moſt flat - 
tering promiſes from Spain, the Dukes of Savoy 
and Lorrain, and all the enemies ot the ſtate “, to 
prevail upon him to continue a war, which, hows 
ever {hort a time it had laſted, would have been a 
greater inconvenience to him, than all he had 
granted to the Duke of Guile. Nor ought it to be 
thought a matter of little conſequence (whatever 
his and my enemies could ſay) to gain over a man 
whole name and birth might have put him at the 
head of a powerful party. I agree with them, if 
they pleaſe, that this lord made after all but a fri- 
volous ſacrifice of unjuſt claims, and uncertain ex» 
pectations; nay, 1 will reduce it lower, and aſcribe 
it all to the King's generoſity : yet if by that means 
he bound to his intereft, not a fingle man only, 
but a family retpectable for their alliances, their 
riches, and their influence, it cannot be called 'an 
uſcleſs generoſity. : 

The King was ſtruck with theſe reaſons, and 
ſeemed greatly ſurpriſed at my exact knowledge of 
Epernon. He did not think it proper to permit 
this writing to be publiſhed, becauſe of the truths 
it contained, which it was not yet time to reveal. 
I ſubmitted, without any difficulty, for I never 
gave myſelf much trouble about the efforts of en- 
vy, having always looked upon that paſſion as an 


* The Duke of Guiſe was hated by the league, eſpecially 
fince the time he had killed with his own hand, in a tumult, the 
Sicur de St Paul, his fictd-licutenant, who was much beloved by 


them. | X 
82 incurable 
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incurable diſeaſe. The Duke of Guiſc's whole con. 

duct for the future made a ſtill better apology for an 
me: he began his government by fo clear andi. 
abſolute a declaration of his ſentiments, that the m 
ſeditious were deprived of all bopes of ever being bi 
able to ſeduce him. On all occations wherein the cc 
King's ſervice, or the good of the ſtate, required be 
His aſſiſtance, he behaved with equal firmneis and to 


prudence, The reduction of Marſeilles “, which in 
was with reaſon thought one of the beſt ſtrokes of g. 
that kind, was his work: and with the belp of Leſ. ac 


diguieres, and the Counteſs of Sault, he fo well th 
humbled the haughty Epernon, that he at laſt ob- di 
liged him to reſtrain his rebellious diſpoſition; and tr 


this proud ſubje& was ſeen to ſubmit to the King's f 
mercy, and to become one of his moſt aſſiduous d 
courtiers. a 

I never was unwilling to do juſtice to the Duke I p 
of Epernon, to be among the firſt to enhance the t 
value either of his perſonal ſervices, or thoſe of f. 
His ſoldiers at Limoges, Saint Germain, Ville- i v 
bois 7, Chartres, Boulogne, Montauron, Antibes, r 

| and 


* This town was upon the point of being delivered up to the t 
King of Spain, by two of its burgeffes, named Charles Caſault, B | 
and Lewis D'Aix; when the Duke of Guiſe found means to i 
make himſelf maſter of it, by intelligence held with Peter and 
Bartholomew Libertat, two brothers, who were alto burgeſles of | 
the ſame town. They flew Cafault, beat the troops of the Spa- 
niſhfide, and let in, througb the Porte-Reale, the Duke of Guiſe, 
who performed this enterpriſe with a great deal of conduct. See Þ 
De Thou, book +16. I. Hubigne, tom 3. liv. 4. chap. 12. Hen- 
ry IV. upon receiving the news of the reduction of Marſcilles, 
ſaid, © It is now that I am King,” In the tollowing campaign, 
the Duke of Guiſe ſhewed a great deal of valour, iu purſuing the 
Spania das far as Gray; aud killed with his own hand, a trooper 
be ouging to the enemy, who had given him defiance. Hemy IV. 
en.bra-ing bim, ſpoke theſe words, © Thoſe who find old ex: 
am les of virtue before them, muſt imitate and repeat them, 

„% for ſuch as come after.” P. Matthieu, tom. 2. liv. 1. p. 192. 

7 See on each of theſe actions, L'h:i/t. de la vie du Duc i Epe r- 
xr, printed at Paris, ann. 1655. Villebois is a town of Angou— 

n. oi, Which at this day is called la Valette. You may likewiſe 
conſult 
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tor and even at Villemuir. I am ſorry that the ſubject 
and } treat on neceſſarily engages me in a diſcuſſion which 
the may extinguith any ſentiments that do him honour; 
cing but fince this is a place where nothing ſhould be 
the 7 concealed or dilguiſed, what can, what ought to 
red be thought of his conduct in Provence ! Certainly, 
and to aſcribe it all to a bigotry in his religion, is ſhew- 
hich WF ing the utmoſt tavour to his reputation. His panes 
's of gyriſts, who ſo loudly extol his moſt inconfiderable 
Leſs actions, ought to be a little more moderate when 
well they reflect on his frequent revolts, and acts of 
ob» WE Gilobedicnce 3 or begin by eſtabliſhing it for a 
and truth, that a ſubject may be irreproachable, yer 
0g's fail in his duty to his King and his country, intro- 
10us WE ducc diſcord and contution to gratify his ambition, 

and give to violence the name of right. If any 
uke | panegyrics are to be beſtowed here, doubtleſs it is 


the WE the King who merits them, who, after all theſe of- 
offences, received Epernon with open arms, and ne- 
ille- WH ver excluded him from favours; which, in every 
bes, reſpect, were indeed mere favours to him. 

and Aftcr the death of D'O, there appeared among 
» the the candidates a man, who, it was immediately 
wit, WF thought, would have the poſt of ſuperintendant 3 
and this was Nicolas de Sancy, who wanted neither 
es of capacity, nor expericnce, for that ſtation. Sancy 
Spa» WF might be very properly called a man of wit, uſing 
_ this term in the ſenſe that is generally given it, to 
len- denote vivacity, ſubtlety, and quickneſs of appre- 
les, henſion Bur, as theſe qualities are by no means 
gn, inſcparable from an excellent judgment, Sancy 
Bri ſpoiled them by a degree of vanity, caprice, and 
Iv. impetuoſity, which ſometimes rendered him in- 
er» WT ſupportable. It is my opinion of theſe ſtrong and 
em, | 


conſult the ſame hiſtory. as to the reproaches which. our Memoirs 


<1 give this Duke; but he cannot be juſtified in every particular 8 
* and even his own hiſtorian looks upon it as Impoſſible. All that 
ſe can be ſaid is, that M. de 1 pleaſure to aggra vate fanlts, 
ult which the laſt years of the Duke d'Epernon's life have almoſt en- 


titely eſfaced. 


C 3 lively 
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lively imaginations in general, that although they are | 


commonly ſubject to two great faults, which are, 


too much ſubtlety, and roo little clearneſs in their 


ideas, and confufion and uvſteadineſs in their 
ſchemes, yet they ought not to be thought utterly 


incapable of butinelsz becanſe it often happens, 


that they hit upon expedients which would have 
eſcaped more cautious and phlegmatis minds: but 
there is almoſt always occaſion to watch over them, 
and to correct their errors. 

Sancy had long, and uſefully, ſerved Henry III. 


and the reigning King, both in Germany and 


Switzerland. He had infinuated himſelf into Hen- 
Ty's favour by great complaiſance, a fubile beha- 
viour, a refined art in heightening his. pleaſure, 
and by becoming necetiary in his affairs of gallantry. 
Hence it was that he lived with his prince upon 
terms of the moſt intimate familiarity. That 
be might neglect nothing by which he thought he 
mould make his court ſucceſsfully, he inveighed 
without ceaſing againſt the diflipation of the fi- 
nances; and as a flatterer generally goes beyond 
His mark, in railing at the ſuperintendant, he could 
not help decrying likewiie the tuperintendancy, as 
an employment ruinous to the ſtate; by which he 


gave good reaſon to call his underſtanding in que- 


tion. But he himſelf oppoſed his advancement to 


@bis poſt by an obſtacle ſtill greater: he not only 
neglected to pleaſe Madam de Liancourt ®, then | 
miſtreſs to the King, but by an intemperance of? 


tongue, to which juch perſons as he are very ſubject, 
be had offended this lady on one of the moſt delicate 
Aubjects. 


This was the fair Gabrielle, who was wiſe to Nicolas d*' Amer» 
val, Lord of Liancuuit. She was forced by her father, they ſay, to 
thi. marriage, which was not at all to her liking : but Heory LV. 
knew very well how to binder the conſurmation, 
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I know not whether the ſtory I am going to re- 
late had ever any foundation in truth. However 
this may be, thus the ſtory ran in Paris: his Ma- 
jelly having ſent Alibour his firſt phyſician, to 
vitit Madam de Liancourt, who was indiſpoſed: 
(chis was in the beginning of his addreſſes to that 
lady); at his return he told the King, that ſhe was 
indeed a little diſordered, but that he need not be 
uncaſy, for the conſequence would be very good, 
« But will you not bleed and purge her?“ laid the 
King to him. I thall be very careful how 1 
« do that,” replied the old man with the tame fim- 
plicity, “ before ſhe has gone half her time.” 
« How” interrupted the King, aſtonithed and 
diſordered to the laſt degree; “ what is it you lay, 
„ friend ? Surely you rave, and ave not in your 
« right ſenſes.” Alibour ſupported his aſſertion with 
good proofs, which the King thought he thould 
deſtroy, by telling bim upon what terms he was 
with the lady. “ 1 know not what you. have done, 
« or what you have not done,” replied the old 
pbyfician with great compolure, and for a com- 
plete proof referred him to four or five months. 
from that time. The King quitted Alibour in 
great rage, and went immediately to reproach the 
fick fair one, who, no doubt, knew well enough 


how to give a different turn to all the good man 


had ignorantly ſaid; for it was not perccived that 
any miſunderſtanding had happened ,between the 
King and his miſtreſs. It is certain, however, 
that the event was cxactly conformable to Alibour's 
prediction, but it was thought that Henry, after 
a more ſtrict examination, was brought to. belicre 
that he had been miſtaken in his reckoning, ſince, 
inſtead of dilowning the child which Madam de 
Liancourt lay in of at Coucy, during the fiege uf 
Laon, he acknowledged it openly, and had it bap- 
diled by the name of Cæſar. 
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Sancy gave free ſcope to his wit, in relating this 


ſtory z; and did not forget the circumſtance of La- 


Regnardicre , who, having one day, as he ſaid, 
taken the liberty to inform his Majeſty of ſome 
things that did not pleaſe him, was ſoon after bas 
nithed the court, under pretence that he had quar- 
relled with the Admiral F. Sancy found ſomething 
to lay upon the death of the good man Alibour, 
and would have thought it more natural, if it had 
not hippened before the accomplithment of his 
prediction. If he commented thus upon the birth 
ot the ton, he did no lets upon the whole conduct 
of the mother. Saney proved, to his coſt, what 
the hatred of a woman, ctpecially a King's miſtrets, 
is capable G doing: Henry loved him, and wanted 
to raiſe him, and althoueh he was inclined to 
ſuppreſs the poſt of ſuperintendant of the finances, 
yet he would have preterved it, merely to have 
beſtowed it upon him; but Madam de Liancourt 
knew how to prevent it, 

Inſtead of a ſuperintendant of the finances, his 
Majeſty compoſed a council confitting of eight 
perſons; there were, the Chancellor de Chiverny, 
the Duke de Ratz, M flicurs de Belli vre, (who was 


Jucccedet by Matignon), de Scomberg, de Maicſſe, 


d Freſne, (prot: Qed by Madam de Liancourt), de 


La-Grange · c- roi, and de Sancy, who thought | 


% La-Regnardiere was a kind of buffoon, Half foldier, half 
« lawyer, and halt gentleman, who ad whatever came v pper- 
* moſt.” lt is in this manner he is ſpoken of in the adveutures 
of the Baron de Fœneſte, liv. 4. chap. J. where we find many more 
Kories related of hin. 

Ihe Journal de L'Etoile, «nd the confeſhon de Sarcy, con» 
firm all this pleaſantry as alto the ſuſpi jon at its ending tragicals 
ly tor old M. Alibovr, the Kin, ficlt phyſician, who was poten- 
ad, they ſay, by order of the King's miltrefs : but all this 15 al- 
trdged without any proof. You may io read, on this head, 
what Sanvel has told, on the taith of public report, and tatiricab 
Bbcls, touching the intrigues between the fair Gabrielle apc the 


Nuke de Belle garde. a 
by, | kimſclf 
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himſelf very happy to be one of the members * of 
this body. The King judged it neceſſary to give 
this council, for form's fake only, and without any 
diſtinction, a titular head, which was the Duke of 
Nevers. This form of government of the finances 
taſted ſome time, although with a few inconſiderable 
alterations, which I ſhall mention in their proper 

lace :. for the reader may expect in theſe memoirs, 
to ſee whatever relates to the finances treated with 
all that clearneſs and extent which a man who has 
ſo long made them his ſtudy and employment is ca- 
pable of giving them. 

The King was convinced in the ſequel, that this 
new change in the council + was far trom affording 
that remedy the diſeaſe required: ſmall as my ex- 
perience was in theſe affairs, I eafily comprehended 
it, It is not the government of one man only by 
which the finances are thrown into confuſion; 
ſince it is an inconteſtible truth, that, as they muſt 
paſs through ſome hands, the fewer that are em- 
ployed, the leſs will be embezzled. The abuſe lies 
his in the choice of this man, and in the nature of the 
ght WE finances; and therefore, to have this office dif- 
ny, charged by many different perſons, is to perpetuate 
was the cvil. If in the whole kingdom, it is difficult 
-fle, to find one ſingle man fit for ſuch an employment, 

de ho can it be expected that a great number will be 
ght met with ! Nor is the miſtake leſs palpable in ima» 


gining, that all theſe perſons bringing each of them 

half if | 
er» if * M de Thou and Perefixe ſay, that M. de Sully was for ſome 
tures time ſuperintendant before M. de Roſny : which ought not to be 
nore underſto d, in my opinion, but only of the authority which he 
aſſumed of himſelf among his fellow counſellors, as M. de Sully 
CON» tells us afterwards, The writers of that time agree, that nothing 
ical of certainty can he ſaid as to the ſtate of the council of the finan- 
ten- ces, till the tine in which M.de Rotny was at leaſt declared the 


Al- chief. We tun no riſk in believing all he ſays on the head of 
cad, the finances. 


ical, Pereſixe talks of this new form of the council of the finances, 
the a M. de Colby, ann. 1698. p. 234. : 
One 
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to ſuppoſe, that this ſingle good quality cannot 


thoſe perſons who are inveſted with public employ. 
ments, enter upon the execution of them, is to raiſe 


to corruption: they had debts to pay, and domeſtic 


mit to the imperious behaviour of the Duke of 
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one diſtinguiſhing good quality into their em. £ 
ployments, the ſame effect will be produced as from 
a man who unites them all in himſelf; ſince that |} 3% 


poſſibly be rendered uſeleſs by the oppoſition of le. 


veral bad ones, either in himſelt or in bis affociates, | 
In general, the predominant principle with which! 


and enrich themſelves and their relations. If this 


eager deſire of riches is not felt by them at firſt, it is 8! 
inſpired, increaſed, and ſtimulated, by the oreat ſums = 
of money which paſs through their hands: amid of 
that dependence on, and mutual fear of cach other, WF ** 
every one repreſents to himſelf integrity as a quality . 
not only uſeleis, but hurtful to him, the honour of 

which is ſhared by his colleagues, the inconvenience of 
wholiy his own. The King was far from being Py 


fortunate in his choice of the members of this body: 
ſeveral of thoſe who compoſed it, beſides their evil 
diſpoſitions, were in a fituation that expoſed them 


wants to ſupply. | 

His Majeity deſtined me a place in it, and had, W 
for a long time, in his converſations with me, 
expreſſed his deſire, that I would ſtudy to make ; 
myſelf thoroughly acquainted with whatever re- 
garded the finances; but I could nor poſſibly ſub. 


Nevers, who very unſeaſonably aſſumed great con- 
ſequence to himſelf from his quality of prince, in 
a place where it ſignified very little. One day, : 
when his inſolence had exhauſted all my parience, 
I took the liberty to intreat he would remember, 
that the family of Bethune was in poffeffion of the 
earldom of Nevers before the family of Gonzague. 
To a man puffed up with vanity, no blow could be 
more ſenſible. He often repeated to thoſe who 
would hear him, that my whole family were Hugue f 

* DOG 
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nots; and, to anſwer my anecdote with another, ſaid, 
BS (1. h- had ſeen my grandfather make a very mean 
W foure at Nevers. I ſuffered him to have his revenge, 
W which could extend no further than keeping me out 
of a council where L had very little inclination to be 
with him: and this ſatisfaction he had. The King, 
who had many meaſures to keep, told me in a very 
obliging manner, that he was under a neceſſity of 
deferring ſime time longer the proof he intended to 
give me of his friendſhip; and 1 waited for it with- 
out murmuring, ſatisfied with the poſt of ſecretary 
of ſtate, with a ſalary of two thouſand livres a-year, 
and a penſion of three thouſand tix hundred more *, 
which the King conferred upon me. 

Perſons of the leaſt diſcernment being convinced 
of the neceſſity there was to introduce a reformation 
into the finances, the new council were at firſt de- 
firous of this honour; and a ſcheme for that pur- 
poſe was propoſed by thoſe amongſt them who moſt 
valued themſelves tor their penetration and me- 
thod. Theſe were Freſne and Li-Granges!cerot, 
But after they had produced a very large volume 
had upon this affair, it happened with chat, as with moſt 

plans that have been or can be invented; nothing 
more eaſy in ſpeculation, in practice ngthing more 
difficult: and the King, whom they had flattered 
ſub. with mighty hopes, found every thing in the ſame 
© of condition as before, at the end of the year which he 


had paſſed at Paris, expecting daily the effect of their 


con- 

e. in promiles. 

'3 BY — . \ 
day, le was retained there to more purpoſe by the 


ence, i treaty with Lorrain, which, entirely forſaking 
aber, Spain, concluded a league offenſive and defenſive 
© the wich France. dancy's ſervices were of great ule in 
ague, this treaty; and to him almoſt all the honour of 
Id be! it was due. The King was no longer at a loſs for 
who! employment, after the Duke of Bouillon arrived 


® Both ſums together make about 233 1. Sterling, | 
at 
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at Paris he came in perſon to preſs the execution 
of thoſe ſchemes he had entertained me with art 
Sedan, particularly a declaration of war againſt 
Spain, which he made the baſis of his advancement 
in the Low Countries. He uſed ſuch plauſible ar. 
8 for it, that after almoſt perſuading the 
Ling, and gaining the generality of the courtiers 
to his opinion “, he did not ſcruple to propoſe it in 
full council. He found there two different parties 
. who did not approve of this war: thoſe in whom 
a rooted attachment to Spain and the league till 
remained, and they were not few in number; and 
thoſe who thought a war, in the preſent weak and 
exhauſted ſtate of the kingdom, was very unſeaſon- 
able. Theſe laſt had very few partiſins, but very 
ſtrong reaſons on their ſide, if theſe could only have 
procured them audience. 

I would not incur the reproach of ſilence up- 
on this occaſion. I uſed every argument my rea» 
ſon could ſuggeſt, to diſſuade the King from this 
war; but this Prince, whom a natural propenſi- 
ty drew always a little to that fide, thought he had 
now found the opportunity he ſought for, to 
reverge himſelf upon a neighbour who had made 

it bis endeavour to maintain the flame which 
conſumed the heart of his kingdom. He was 
ſure of troops from Lorrain: England and Hol- 


the (tate, and the glory of the King than his own perſon] inteneſt, 
and that of the Calvini':ical party, who necefſari y wanted a war, 
in orde to obt. in the favourable terms which were granted them 
by the edict of Nan z. Notwiihſtandiag the reaſons tor del ring 
war againſt Spain, of which a minute detail may be ſcen in Mss. 
de la bibliot. de Roz vol. marked 8955. and in ihe King's de- 
claration. that is ſet down in tom. VI. of the mem is de la i- 
* all good writers and judicious perſons are unauimous, in 
avour of the Duke de Sully's opinion, as to the precipitation and 
imprucence with which Henry IV. conducted brmiclt in this affair, 
the conſequences of which might have been a good deal more 

Fatal chan they were. 
land 


M. de Thou makes no doubt but the Duke de Bouillon was : 
the principal author of this war: and his hittorian entirely agices, N 
that in giving this counſel, he far leſs conſulted the advantage of 
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land, hy their ambaſſadors, gave hopes of a power 
ful diverſion; and, according to the Duke of 


| Bouillon, a fingle word from him was ſufficient ta 


make all Luxembourg ſurrender 23. Sancy made 
great promiſes in behalf of the thirteen Cantons: 
all Franche-Comte lay open to their ravages, The 
King was determined by all theſe flattering appears» 
rances; and in January, the following year, war 
was declared in form againſt Spain. 

That kingdom ſeemed to give herſelf very little 
trouble about this procceding; and anſwered only 
by ſhewing: great contempt tor Henry's council, 
and for Henry himſelf, ro whom the gave no other 
title than that of Prince of Bearn, While the made 
preparations to defend herſelf, her <miilaries in 
France endeavoured to ſpare her the trouble, by an 
attempt fo horrid, that itis ſcarce credible the could 
have recourle to it. 

On the 26th of December, the King being then 
at Paris, in his apartments in the Louvre“, where 
he gave orders to Mefficurs de Ragny and de Mon- 
tigny, who entered with a great number of other 
perſons; at the very moment when he ſtooped to 
embrace one of them, he received a wound in the 
face with a knife, which the murderer let fall, as he 
was endeavouring to eſcape through the croud F. 

1 


According to others, in the chamber of the Marchionefs de 
Monceaux, at the hotel de Schomberg, behind the Louvre: bur 
in fact, it was neither at the Louvre, nor at the hotel de Schome 
berg, that this affair happened. A regiſter belonging to the 
town-houſe at Paris, quoted by Piganiole, rom. 2. dela defcripe 
tion de Paris, ſays, that the fair Gabrielle reſided, in 1595, at 
the Hotel d'Eftrees 3 and that it was at this place Heuty IV. 
was wounded, Tlüs hotel was afierwards called L'hotel du 
Bouchage; and was purchaſcd in 16:6, by M. de Burelle, in 
order to lodge and accommodate the fatheis of the oratory, who 
ſtill continue there. 

t © Immediately the King, who found himſelf wounded, looks 
ng.round him, and ſceing Mathuride, his fool, ſaid, The 
** deuce take the fool, ſhe has wounded me. But ſhe, denying 


it, ran directly to ſhut the door, whereby ſhe was the occa- 
Vor. II. D „ion 


ca 


J was preſent, and approached in an agony of grief, 
ſeeing the King all covered with blood, and fearing, 
with reaſon, that the ſtroke was mortal. The King 
removed our apprehenſions with an air of {wectneſ; 
and tranquillity; and we perceived Immediately, 
that his lip only was wounded; the ſtroke having 
been aimed too high, the torce of it was ſtopped by 
a tooth, which it broke, 

The parricide was ditcovered without any diffi- 
culty, though he had mixed among the croud. He 
was a ſcholar, named John Chatel; and readily an- 
ſwered, when he was interrogated, that he came 
from the college of the Je ſuits, accuting thoſe fathers 
with being the authors of his crime. The King, 
| who heard him, ſaid, with a gaiety which on ſuch 
an occaſion few perſons could have been capable of, 
that he heard from the mouths of many per- 
ſons, that the fociety never loved him, and he was 
now convinced of it. Chitel was delivered up to 
juſtice *; and the proſecutions againſt the Jetvits, 

which 
© ſion of preven ing this aſſaſſin from m.\king his eſcape; who, 
„upon being ſcized, and aftet wid ſearched, dropped his knite, 
$ which was all over bloody,” Thus L'Etlc ſpecks ot it, 
he NMSSsS. de Ja Bibl. du Roi, fay quite otherwiſe in vol. 9933, 
namely. hat tlie King buding biu felt wor nded, poke thus to 
« one of thoſe tao gentiemen, Ab, coußn, you have wounded 


« ne: and that he thereupun throwing hinelt at his Majeſty's 
« fcet, replicd, God forbid, bare, that I ſhonid entertain even 


* weapon about nie but the ſword iy my tide? M de Thou 
ſay+, that th: Count of Soiſſons ſeizing the atlafhin, poke aloud 
to him, that it was one of them two who bad given the blow; 
and that the poignard was per.cived to he at his feet, glittering 
Ly the light of the candles. Lib 3. 

After having been put to the ordinary and extraordinary 
« trial upon the rack, whch he endured without making any 
% confeſlion, and having made the mende hynorobl', his hand 
« was cut-ofT, holding in it the murderous knife with which he 
e intended to kill the King; then his fleflv was torn off with red» 
„% ho piacers, and he wis drawn between four horfes in the 
« Place de Greve; his budy and members caſt into the fice, and 
„ burnt to aſhes, and the athe> thrown into the air. The Sic ur 
„ Chatel, the father of the parricide, was b.niſhed France for 


* Paris, 


N 7 A FE. SS ** n 
ww * ky 8 , 2 r r , * 
. rg REST 225 SA 
Co 
MYA Boe = "Ivy 1 „ j 
\% 7 by - 1 


18 

8 1 K 
* 28 8 F * ps 
; —_—_— % 


1 ® 2 g * 
* © VIZ Ll LOS A © uy 3 
* r 1 K 1 
7 e — * 2 * e 
U . = METAL 2 . 1 4 38 — 8 
« = [ 2 2 1 . 4 7 _ = * 
I s. Þ 


Ay l 
2 * 2 3 K 
3 * 7 WES * N 
r ; 3 SY 


38 MEMOIRS Book VII. 


4% a thought of hurting ('r wouniing your Majcliy : 1 have no BB 


nine years, and for ever from the precincls and juriſdiction of 
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which had been ſuſpended, were now reſumed 
more vigorouſly than before, and terminated in the 
expullion.of the whole order “ out of the King- 
dom. Father John Guignard + was hanged for his 
pernicious doctrines againſt the authority and lite 
of kings. John Gueret , Peter Varade, Alexan- 
der Mayus, Francis Jacob, and John Le- Bel, other 
members of the tocicty, ſuſpected of being his ac- 
complices, were obliged to make the amende hong« 
rabie, and condemned to perpetual' baniſhment. 
"This attempt confirmed the King in his reſolu- 
tion to purſue the war with Spain. He drew a fa» 
vour able augury for his future ſucceſs from the ad- 
vantage he gained in the firſt acts of hoſtility. As 
ſoon as the treaty between France and Lorraia was 
concluded, and the latter immediately, and without 
ſolicitation, diſperſed her troops over Burgundy, 
under the conduct of 'Fremblecourt and Saint 
George, and carried terror into. every part of that 
province. On the other tide, the garriſon of Soiſ- 
ſons, a place abſolutely devoted to the league, com- 
« Paris, condemned to pay a fine of four thouſand crowns, his 
„ houle raz.d, and in'tead thereof a pyramid erected, contain- 
„ iug the whole ſtory of the fact.” L'Etzile, ibid. It is thought 
that the little 1quare that lies beture the Barnabites, is tlie 1pot 
on which Chatel's houſe flood. 
The Jeſuits, ia obedience to the arret againſt them, de- 
parted Paris, conducted by a ferjeant of the court: they were 
hirty-ſcven in number, part of whom were put into three 
carts, and the reſt travelled on foot; their procurator being 
mounted on a little nag,“ Cc. L'Etsile, ibid. 
F He would not make the amende honorable to the King, al- 
led,ing that he had not offended him, GCayet, ibid. | 
tere the author is miſtaken. John Gueret was, by an expreſs 
arret, condemned to perpetual banithment; but there is no ex- 
preſs mention made of Peter Varade, Alexander Mayus, &c, 
who were compriſed with all the reſt, and without being parti» 
cularly named in the _arret which protetibed in general the whole 
ſociety. It is a glaring calumoy in Moriſot, to have advanced, 
chap. 33. that Francis Jacob, to whom they had told that Hens 


ry IV. was juſt afſathnated by Chatel, boaſted that he would 
have difpatched this Prince, it he had not been prevented by 


Chatcl, 4 kudw of no biſtorian who has faid any ſuch thing. 
LFY manded 
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manded by Conan and Bellefond, was almoſt wholly 
cur off by Mouſfly *, D'Edouville, De Bays, and 
Gadancourt, the licutenant of my company. The 
Duke of Montmorency, to prove himſelf worth 
of the . dignity of conſtable, which he had lately 
been inveſted with, fell upon Dauphiny, the Lion- 
nois, and Breſſe, with a body of four thoutand 


. Foot, and four hundred well diſciplined horſe; 


drove out from thoſe places the remainder of the 
troops belonging to the Dukes of Savoy and Ne- 
mours, took Vienne by compoſition from Dizimi. 
evx, who was governor of it for the Duke of Ne. 
mours, and afterwards Montluel. Marechal Biron, 
after the expedition at Beaune, made himſelf ma- 
ſter of Nuys, Autun, and Dijon . The Duke of 
Bouillon, as ſoon as war was proclaimed, entered 
Luxembourg, where, with the aſſiſtance of Count 
Philip of Naſſau, be defeated eight or ten parties of 
horie, commanded by Mansfield. 

Henry did not doubt but that, by uniting all theſe 
ſeparate bodies into one army, he ſhould make 
whatever province he conducted it into tremble, It 
is certain, that if he did this, he could not make a 
ſtand every where as before; but the expectations 
his Majeſty formed from his firſt project, made him 
reſolve to prefer it. Having the choice of entering 
Picardy, Champaigne, or Burgundy, he determi: 
ned upon the laſt, where Meflicurs de Montmo— 
rency, Biron, ard Sancy, gave him hopes of great 
ſucceſs. Their fecret motives for calling him thi- 
ther were theſe. 

The Conſtable Montmorency had been alarmed 
by the great preparations he ſaw made by Spain in 
Lombardy, where the Conſtable of Caſtile had or- 
ders to quit the Milaneſe, however neceſſary bis 

On the 25th of February, in the Pla ins de Villers Coterets in 


 Vallois. The Baron de Conau is called Conas or Conac, in M. 


de Thou: and inſlead of Bays, you muſt read it Beyne. 
+ See all theſe different - expeditions into Burgundy, in De 


Thou and D'Aubigne, ann. 1595. 
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preſence might be in that country, to enter France, 
and make ſome bold attempt there, after he ſhould 
be joined by the Count de Fuentes, genera] of the 
Spanith troops in the Netherlands. Montmorency 
therefore apprehended, that all theſe troops would 
fall upon Lim. Narechal Biron, who was in the 
ſame quarters, where, after ſcizing the city of Di- 
jon, he h.d attacked the caſtle of it, and that of 
Talan, both of great ſtrength, was afraid, likewiſe, 
that he ſhould be obliged to raiſe the ſiege, if he 
was not alliited, 

As to Sancy, his views were to advance his own 
reputation by the conqueſt of Franche- Comte, to 
which he was inceſſantly endeavouring to perſuade 
the King. Convinced by his own experience of 
Madam de Liancourt's power, he ſought to gain 
her approbation of this: but the terms he was up- 
on with this lady not permitting him to propoſe it 
to her himſelf, he concealed his own intereſt in the 
affair, and made uſe of the interpoſition of others. 
He cauſed it to be hinted to the Chancellor de Chis 
verny, and, by his means, to a lady who could not 
fail of making her court by it to Madam de Lian- 
court, that the King might ealily provide a noble 
inheritance for her ſon. Cæſar, by driving out the 
9paniards from Franche Comte, and giving lam 
the poſſeſſion of it under the ſovereignty of the 
thirteen Cantons, who would be induced by their 
own intereſt to favour the attempt. 

M.idam de Liancourt, I am pertuaded, could not 


| flatter herſelf with the hope of gaining the King's 


conſent to ſo ridiculous a ſcheme ; and durit not 


even communicate it to him, though this Prince's 
paſſion “ for her was fo great, that he ſuffered no 


# cc 


He went through Paris, having this lady by his fide ; he 
% took her with him to hunt, and carefſed ker before all the 
„word.“ Torn. de L'Eio:le, ibid. And we may judge of the 
atta: hment of Henry IV. to this lady. from the !eiters he writ to 
her: which ſee in the collection newly priuteds 
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one to be ignorant of it: but there needed no more 
to mikz him reſolve upon a journey to Burgundy, 
than this lady's joining herſelf to thoſe who adviſed 
him to it. Such is a court, and thus are Kings 
impoſed upon: from whence they may learn, that 


, " Bu” . 
whatever ideas they may have conceived of the wif: - 


dom and abilities of their miniſters, to judge truly 
of every tranſaction, it is the ſureſt way to ſtudy 
carefully the ſecret inclinations, intereſt, and diſpo- 
fitions of thoſe who are neareſt to their perſons, 

Towremedy, in ſome meaſure, the inconveniencies 
which might ariſe from leaving the frontiers of 
Picardy expoſed to the inroads of the Spaniſh troops 
that were in Flanders, che King, who was not, like 
others, impoſed upon by the great promiſes. that 
England and Holland made him, left Mefticurs de 
Nevers, De Bouillon, De Villars, and De Saint 
Paul, upon this frontier, with each a detachment 
under their command; enjoining them to afliſt each 
other upon occaſion, and above all, recommending 
a good intelligence amongſt themſelves, In caſc of 
4 re- union, the Duke of Nevers was appointed to 
command in chief. He provided with the fame 
wiſdom and foreſight for the affairs at home, by e- 
ſtabliſhing a council, which, beſides the finances, 
waz to take cogniſance of all the treaties that were 
made with the provinces, cities, and governors; of 
all affairs relating to war; and of the civib admini- 
ration of the kingdom 

As ſoon as his Majeſty had publicly explained 
himſelf with regard to the forming this council, 
the Count of Soiflons wiſhed to be made preſident 
ef it; and began to inſinuate ſomething to that 
purpoſe in the King's preſence. That! might. re- 
move his reſentment againſt me for traverſing his 
marriage, I ſolicited this title for him, which was. 
more honourable than effeCtive, and in all' appear- 
ance would be of ſhori duration: but the King, 
whaſc averſion for the Count increaled every days 
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had already fixed upon the Prince of Conti, and 
at dinner declared his purpoſe before the whole 
court. Then turning to the Count of Soiſſons, he 
told him, that, knowing his diſpolition to be turn» 
ed wholly towards war, he wonld keep. him about 
his perſon this campaign; and ordered him to get 
his company of the houſehold troops in readineſs to 
attend him. The Prince of Conti anſwered. only 
with a profound bow, becauſe he exprefled himſelf 
with difficulty; and the Count of Soiſſons did the 
fame, becauſe anger hindered him from {peaking + 
all his Majeſty faid to him being accompanied with 
praiſes of his valour, and an air of diſtinction which 
forced him to appear ſatisfied. 

The members of the new council were almoſt all 
the (ame that had compoled the former; to which 
were added three intendants, Hendicourt, Marcel, 
and Guibert: the number was afterwards augment- 
ed to eight, by joining to thoſe three Incarville, 
Des Barreaux, Atichy, Santeny, and Vienne, and 
a ſecretary named Maillant. Although the Duke 
of Nevers was not now in the council, the King 
found no leſs difficulty in procuring me a place in 
this than in the former. He was afraid to propoſe 
it at firſt, on account of the Catholics, who could 
not ſuffer a Proteſtant in power : but he broke 
through this obſtacle three days afterwards ; and 
the reaſon he give for it to the other counſellors. 
was, that the contidence which the Prince of Conti 
had in me rendered my aflociation neceſſary even td 
themſelves. 5 

Che road his Majeſty was to take being through 
Moret, I attended him ſo far, not ſo much to re- 
ceive him there, ſince Madam de Roſny could have 
done that without me, as to have an opportunity 
of conferring privately with this Prince, aud of re- 
ceiviong his laſt inſtructions concerning any affairs. 
that might in his abſence be brought before the 
council, the members whereof did not long con» 

nus 
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tinue in a ſtate of friendſhip. My colleagues, per- 
ceiving, by the private diſpatches 1 received from the 
King, that I was in poffeſſion of his confidence, 
entered, through jealouſy, into a combination againſt 
me, looking upon nie as one who would carry away 
the honour of every thirg laucable that might be 
done by the council. They fought to diſguſt me, 
cr to filence me, by joining in a conftant © ppotition 
to all my opinions; but finding that, notwithſtand— 
ing this behaviour, I ſtill followed my own plan, 
they had recourte to another ſtratagem, and in our 
aſſemblies every affair was diſcuſſed but what related 
to the finances, which was reterred to private meet» 
ings, either at the Chancellor's ar at Sncy's; and 
there all was regulated without my participation, 
1 did not difll aible ny thoughts of this colluſion, 
but declared to them, that | had no defire to wi in 
their debates * and, inftcad of figning her decrees, 
proteſted againit them, and retired to Moret, Ihe 
menibers ot the council. who covid net even invent 
any pretence for the diſfguſt they gave me, being 
afraid of his M. jeſty's reproachcs, prevailed upon 
the Prince oi Conti himiclt to intreat me to return. 
Being always naturally incapable of flattcry, or of 
acting incorfiſtently with my own ſentiments, I 
replied, that fince they did not reCti:iy the abuſes 
which had been introduced into the finances, al- 
though they were iufficiently acquainted with them, 
I veuld at leaſt avoid the reproach of following 
their conduct, and would ſtay at Moret, rather 
than be a witneſs of faults which I taw committed 

with 1npunity, Shs 
The King, whom I informed of what had hap— 
pened to me, found o much conformity between 
his ſituation and mine, that he thought he could 
not conſole me more effectually, than by acqu. int- 
ing me of it in bis turn. He had indeed untra ta- 
ble tempers to deal with. Ihe Count of Soill ns, 
who had followed him with reluctance, ci gd 
himielf 
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ä himſelf by repeated inſtances of his caprice and ill- 
humour. But not all his endeavours could induce 
| the King, however greatly he was offended, to 
| order him to retire; which was all he wanted; and 
he was at liſt obliged to go of his own accord, up- 
| on a pretence ſo very trifling, that it had fcarcely 
| the appearance of one. A report being ſpread, 
that the Conſtable of Caſtile was approaching, the 
King ordered the Conſtable de Montmorency, and 
Marcchal Biron to bring up the two bodies of 
| troops which they commanded: the Count of Soiſ- 
| ſons alledged, that by his poſt of high ſteward of the 
King's houſehold, he had a right to the chief com- 
mand of theſe troops in his Majeſty's abſence, 
and aſſcrted his claim to it in his preſence. The 
King did not think proper even to requeſt a favour 
of this nature from the Conſtable and the Mare- 
chal; and uſed his utmoſt endeavours to baniſh fo 
ridiculous a notion from the Count's mind. He 
ſolicited, he intreated him, as he would have done 
his ſon or brother, (theſe were his Majeſty's own 
words), but in vain : the Count, who did not err 
through ignorance, quitted him with a diſſembled 
diſcontent, and prevailed upon part of the ſoldiers 
under his command to do the like. The King im- 
mediately difpatched letters to his council, to take 
proper meaſures upon the Count's flight: the fame = 
meflenger left one for me as he paſſed by Moret. 
Henry did not yet know that I had retired thither 
but we had agreed upon this expedient, to conceal 
from my enemies the correſpondence I had with his 
Mijeſty. 
Three or four days after the receipt of this letter, 
my ſervants informed me, that ſome ſoldiers were 
juſt arrived, who inſiſted upon quartering at Saint- 
Mamert, a village upon the confluence of the Seine 
and the Loin, dependent upon Moret, and diſtant 
from it about a quarter of a league. I ſent Ca» 
mord to bring me intelligence who they were, and 
| what 
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what was their deſign, They not only neglected to 
return me by this gentleman the uſnal compliments 
upon theſe occaſions, but likewiſe anſwer: d him 
inſolently, that they had a right to quarter in 
any place, where their horſes began to be fatigued, 
and all that could be required of them was to 
do no miſchief. They refuled to name their cap- 
tains, and only ſaid, that they belonged to the 


Count of Soiſlons. Jo put theſe officers (till far. 


: 


ther in the fault, I wrote to them a lecond time, 
telling them that, ſince they belonged to the Count 
Soiflons, who honoured me with his tricndf{hip, 
they were welcome to quarter at Moret; that I 
would provide them ludgings in the inns and 
houſes of the town's people, where they would 
have greater conveniency ; and juſt hinted to them 
that I was ſenſible of the manner in which they had 
received my deputy. Camord, whom I would 
have ſent with this ſecond meflage, told me, 
that it would have no other effect than to in- 
creaſe the inſolence of theſe officers, who came 
with a premeditated deſign to affront me; which 
he confirmed by ſeveral other circumſtances of his 
reception, that he had concealed from me before, 
to avoid a greater mistortune, Madam de Roſny, 
who was preſent at this relation, began to give way 
to female fears; and accuſing Camord with im— 
prudence, ſaid, ſhe had rather that the whole vil- 
lage of Saint Mamert was laid in ruins, than fee 
me, for ſo ſlight an occaſion, at variance with 
the Count, and expoſed to a conteſt with his 
officers. 

I bid my wife be ſilent; and after arreſting five 
or ſix of the troopers, who came to pet their © Qui» 
pages mended at Moret, and to purchaſe provi- 
fions, | again ſent Camord to thoſe inſolent offi» 
cers. They received him ſtill worſe than before, 
and hardly forbore laying hands on bim; ming- 
ling great threatening with their complaints for 

the 
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the detention of their toldiers. It was no longer 
Mole to _ vidmole;z and all that now remained 
to be done, was to affert my authority, yet with 
all poffiole moderation. I ordered twelve other 
troopers, Who had juit entered Moret, to be ar- 
reſt. dz and im two hours time atf-mbled an hun- 
d:cd and titty arquebuti-rs, thirty horſe, and thirty 
foot-toldiers; with whom I marched to Saints 
Mamert, by the road that lcads to it by land, and 
which was 2 thick thaie of trees on each fide 
while the reſt of my troop purſued the ſame rout 
upon the river, in a flat boat covered with planks, 
aud arrived at the ſame time with me under the 
houlcs of the village ſituated near the river. The 
Count oi Soillon's party, ſeeing this double eſcort, 
detiched ſome ot their men to aſk me what 1 
meant by it?“ Nothing,” replied I calmly, “but 
«© that this village belonging to me, 1 come to 
« quarter my loldiers here.“ The othcers by theſe 
words underſtood that I was not diſpoſed to yield 
to them; and lent aga . ro make EXculcs for what 
had hippened, telling me that they had no deſign 
to quarter in any place that belonged to me, wich- 
out my per miſſion; which the Count of Soiſſons 
would never pardon them for. In cffect, they 
paid for what provilions they had bought, and re- 
mounted their hortes, withgut even demanding 
the priſoners, whom I ſent after them as ſoon as 
they had reached Dormeilles. They thanked me, 
and offered me their fervice, which entirely remo- 
ved my anger. I fcnt the officers a duzen bottles 
ot wine and two pies; afrer which I mounted my 
horte, to go, in obsdience to his Majeſty's order, 
to conſult with the Prince of Conti upon the mea» 
ſures neceſſury to be taken with regard to the Count 
of Soiflon's delertion. | | 
This misfertune was very inconſiderable, com- 
pared to that which happened in Picardy. The 
Jcaloyly of command created a milunderſtanding 
* 'Y between 
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between the Duke of Nevers and the Duke of 
Bouillon. The Counts of Fuentes and Roſne, who 
commanded the Spaniſh troops, and were doubt. 
leſs informed of it, took advantage of their divi- 
ſion, and laid ſiege to Catalet and Capelle. The 
firſt of theſe two places wanted proviſions and war- 
like ſtores, and' the ſecond had a diſhonourable 
governor : but the loſs of them was chiefly occa- 
fioned by the two French generals“, who through 
hatred of each other, neglected to give them any 
aſſiſtance. 

Things were in this ſtate, when the governor of 
Ham, a place belonging to the Spaniards, being 
diſcontented with his garriſon, reſolved to deliver 
up the caſtle of Ham to the King, which would 
neceſſarily include the ſurrender of the city. He 
addreſſed himſelf to the Duke of Longueville, 
and intreated him to fend him a powerful safſiſt- 
ance, having a very numerous garriſon to oppoſe, 
The Duke of Longueville acquainted his general 
officers, and the Duke of Bouillon in paycicular, 
with the affair, who promiſed him a ſpecdy ſup— 
ply. Upon this aſſurance, the Duke of Longue- 
ville, that he might not by delay loſe ſo favourable 
an opportunity, haſtened immediately to Ham 
with D' Humieres, followed by ſome Picardine 
troops, and threw part of them into the caſtle, 
and part in the adjacent places, endeavouring to 
reduce the city by icaling and petarding. The e- 
nemy's garriion defended themſelves like lions, 
and repulſed them ſeveral times; and probably a 
hotter action of this kind never happened. At 
length, the French, animated by the bravery of 
their leaders, who found that it was in vain to 


* Brantome juſtifies the Duke de Nevers concerning the defeat 
the French met with at Dourlens; an obſerves that he advanced 
by long marches, and that he ordered them to wait tor him: but 


the other commancers did not think proper to do ſo, Tom. III. 
P- 268. 
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expect any afſiſtance from the Duke of Bouillon, 
attacked the trench next the caſtle, carried it, and 
entered the city. The Spaniſh - garriſon received 
them there with great intrepidity : being forced to 
give ground, they rallied again ſeveral times, and 
many little battles were fought in the ſquares, 
croſs-ways, and even in the houſes; till they were 
all, to the number of a thouſand or twelve hundred 
men, cut in pieces. But the French bought this 
advantage very dear; it coſt them thirty of their 
beſt offi-ers, among whom were Du-Cluſeau and 
La-Croix, and D'Humiers himſelf “, the beſt and 
braveſt officer in all Picardy, 

Meſſieurs de St Paul, de Bouillon, and Villars, 
thought they could not better employ their troops, 
during this interval, than by raiſing the fiege of 
Dourlens, which had been attacked by Fuentes and 
Roſne, after the taking of Catelet and Capelle. 
The Duke of Bouillon brought four hundred 
horſe, Villars as many, and Saint- Paul five hun- 
dred; and their intantry*conſiſted, in all, of two 
thouland men, which they determined to throw 
into the city, if they failed of driving the beſiegers 
from before it. ; 

About half a league from Daurlens, Bouillon 
having ſent fifty of his troop five hundred paces 
before him, to gain the ſummit of a mountain, 
from whence they might have a full view of the 
city and the camp of the beſiegers, four of their 
horſes, who preceded the others, perceived a body 
of the enemy coming directly towards them, be- 
tween the camp and the hill, This was, in effect, 
their whole army, in order of battle, whick had 
got intelligence of our deſign, But theſe four 
troopers, being hindered, by their fear, from 


Nothing can be added to the eulogium which M. de Thou 
gives this gentleman : he ſays, book r12. that the King and the 
whole kingdom lamented him: his life and illuſtrious actions fill 
the £930th vol, of Mss. de la Bibliot, de Roi. 
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making a full diſcovery, made a falſe report to 
the Duke of Bouillon, who, ſuppoſing it to be 
only a detachment, haſtened his march towards 
them with his ſquadron. Arrrving at the top of 
the hill, he plainly ſaw his miſtake. One party of 
one adler d horſe preceded two ſquadrons of 
ſix hundred each; which followed at the diſtance. 
af about a thouſand paces, and were ſupported 
by three other ſquadrons, conſiſting of an equal 
number, and a body of ſeven or eight thouſand 
foot. The hundred horſe, perceiving, Bouillon, 
galloped towards him, followed at a great pace 
by the two firſt ſquadrons, all armed cap-a- pie, 
and lances by their ſides; which left him no room 
to doubt but that the French were diſcovered, 
and that they would be obliged to engage, not- 
withſtanding the inequality of their numbers, the 
Spaniards being ſtronger by two thirds than they, 
unleſs he could conceal from them his little 
party. 

Bouillon, fending a gentleman to the Admiral, 
to deſire he would come immediately to his afliſt- 
ance; Villars, who was bravery itſelf, without 
anſwering a ſingle word, armed bimſelf in the 
midit of his troopers, and making them put their 
helmets on, exhorted them no otherwite than by 
bidding them follow him; and Bouillon ſaw him 
in an inſtant at his file, Finding him in ſuch a 
good diſpoſiton, he told him, that to prevent the 
enemy from diſcovering their rear, it was neceffury 
to charge them with as much fury as poſſible. 
The Admiral ſtaid not to be deſired a ſecond 
time; but, ſuppoſing that he ſhould be vigorouſly 
ſupported by Bouillon, advanced, through emu— 
lation, firſt with his troop, and palloping intre— 
pin towards the enemy, tuddenly attacked the 
lelt wing, threw himſelf with his piſtol in his 
hand, amidſt that foreſt of lances, and carrying 
terror and diſmay 9 the fixit fix hundred 

horſe, 
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horſe, would have cut them in pieces, and per- 
haps have gained {till greater advantages, it he had 
been ſeconded with equal bravery : but Bouillon, 
on his ſide, made only a falſe attack; after which 
he wheeled about and retreated, and has fince con» 
ſtantly maintained, that it was this only which had 
been agreed upon between the * Admiral and 
him, although all thoſe who accompanied the lat- 
ter have unanimouſly aſſerted, that he meant a true 
attack, 

This miſtake, if it was one, had a conſequence 
as fatal as might have been expected : the enemy's 
ſquadron which Bouillon had attacked, and after- 
wards ſhunned, was the firſt to tall upon Villars, 
who was then conqueror of his own; and being 
that inſtant joined by. freſh troops, which came 
pouring on him in great numbers, his ſquadron, 
being quite overwhelmed, could find their ſafety 
only in flight. Villars, incapable of fear, and dif- 
daining to turn his back upon the enemy, pertorms 
ed wonders with a few brave men who would net 
abandon him; but at laſt being attacked on all ſides, 
and ſurrounded by the enemy, they were all thrown 
to the ground, and expired, pierced with a thous 
ſand wounds, or maſſacred in cold blood Þ. 

1 Bouillon 


* If we will not give credit to his biographer, let us believer 
M. de Thou, who entirily clears the Duke de Bouillon: he* 
moreover, ſays, that the Admiral de Villars was acquainted by 
tie Count de Saint- Haul to-retire, but that he did not take this 
notice tor any other than a kind of order of the Duke de Bouil- 
lon, to which he refuſed to, pay any egard, through a piece of 
vanity and bravery which cannot be excuſed from the imputa- 
tion of temerity, I. 112, D'Aubiguy tpeaks.in the ſame manner” 
as de Thou, tom. 3. I. 4. c. 9. Les Mem. de la Ligue, tom. 6. 
and Matthieu, tom. 2. I. 1. The opinion of Cayet is, that the 
Adwiral de \illars would willingly have taken advantage of the 
advice which the Duke of Bouillon cauſed to be given him to re- 
tire, but that he was then too far eng ged. (h/ n. Noven. I. 5> 


P. 504. 


T The Admiral de Villars was among theſe laſt: after having 
buena made piiſfoner by foine Neapolitans, a Spaniſh captain, na- 
| K 2 | med 
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Bouillon gained nothing by this ſacrifice of his 
colleague : the victorious enemy attacked his ſqua- 
dron, the other commanded by vSaint- Paul, and 
the whole body of foot. Their leader had not in- 
ſpired them, by his example, with a reſolution to 
detend themſelves, and at this moment he minded 
nothing leſs. Bouillon and Saint-Paul fl-d with 
their cavalry, leaving the foot without any hopes 
of ſafety ; in effect they were all cut to pieces Af. 
ter this, the beſieged in vain demanded to capitus 
Hate. The enemy, intoxicated with their good for: 
tune, would liſten to no propoſals, but ſtormed the 
place while they were parleying, and inhumanly 
butchered all they found in it. I had this whole 
relation from La-Font, who, after the loſs of his 
maſter, returned to my ſervice; and the reader 
may. be aſſured that ir is abſolutely true, ſince this 
man deferves all the faith that is due to a man of 
honour, and an eye witneſs of what he relates, 
He told me that more than three thouland French 
were loft upon this occaſion; and, what is truly 
deplorable, more valiant men periſhed, than ia 
thoſe three great bartles the King tought at Cour- 
tras, Argues, and lvry: France, in Villars alone, 
ſuſtained an irreparable loſs; to the general grief 
of the kingdom, I joined mine in particular, for 
the loſs of a true and excellent friend. 


Another letter, equally worthy of credit, from 


the Sieur Baltazar, whom L had charged expreſsly 
not to omit the ſmalleſt circumſtance relating to 
the actions of the King's army, puts it in my power 
to inform the reader of all that paſſed. In 


med Contrera, entered on purpoſe into a diſpute with them about 
hiving him, and he made a handle of their refuſal to kill him, 
L'Etolle ſays, that the hatred which the Spaniards bore him, from 
the time that he quitted the party of the league for that of the 
King, was the true cauſe of his death. He gives him the fame 
encomiums as M. de Roſny. Journ, de P. de L'Eioile, ann. 35 95+ 
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this recital he will, with great pleaſure, behold a 
King whom the ſweets of royalty had not power to 
alter; his ſucceſies were ſuch, jn all their circum- 
ſtances, as could be attributed to nothing but his 
own valour and good conduct; and the glory of 
them was heightened by the oppoſition of thoſe mit 
fortunes which happened in all places where he was 
not in perſon. This campaign of Henry's in 
Franche-Comte, in the opinion of the beſt judges, 
exceeded all he had hitherto performed. 

I have before obſerved, that Marechal Biron was 
employed in affiſting the citizens of Dijon, who 
held the enemy's garriſon beſieged in the caſtle. 
He arrived there very ſeaſonably: the Viſcount of 
Tavannes having brought a contiderable reinforce- 
ment to this garriſon, the beſieged became be- 
ſiegers in their turn. The citizens, preſſed on all 
ſides, and reduced to the laſt extremity, could only 
defend themſelves at the end of a ſtreet to which 
they had retired, and had but one of the city- gates 
in their poſſeſſion, when Biron came to their aſ- 
ſiſtance, and reanimated their courage; they once 
more drove out the Viſcount Tavannes, and in- 
veſted him-in the caſtles of Dijon and Talan *. In 
the midſt of theſe tranſactions Biron was informs: 
ed that the Duke of Maienne, full of grief for the 
ſucceſs of the King's arms in Burgundy,. had fo» 
earneſtly folicited the Conſtable of Caſtile. for aſ- 
fiſtance, that the latter was upon the point of 
paſſing the Alps, with his army, to enter. Burgun- 
dy. Biron, concealing this intelligence from the: 
King, contented. himtelf with only ſending to in- 
treat he would come as ſoon as poſſible to help him 
to reduce the caſtle of Dijon. The King was come 
to Troyes, when. he received the Marechal's dif-- 
patches; and barely gueſſing at a circumſtance which 
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About half a league from. Dijon, where an Italian, named 
Franciſque, commanded, ; 
8-2: 
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the Marechal bad an abſolute certainty of, name. 
ly, that the Conſtable of Caſtile, who, he ſup- 
poſed, would foon paſs into Flanders, would take 
Dijon in his way, to fettle there the affairs of the 
league with the Duke of Maicnne, he marched 
thither haſtily, and pat every thing in motion, 
that they might find nothing more to do at their 
arrival, 

It is not to be doubr-d but that thefe two gene- 
rals might again have preverfted the King, and 
preſerved the caſtles of Dijon, had they not ſtop. 
p2d unſeaſonably in their way to tak Veſou, and 
ſome other little places in Franche- Comte, which 
had been ſeized by the troops of Lorrain. To this 
voluntary delay, neceffity afterwards added another 
at Gray, by the overflowing of the river Saone, 
which rendered their paſſage impraCticable, To 
remove this obſtacle, the Conſtable of Caſtile cauſed 
a bridge to be built over the river: but by bis carry- 
ing on this work ſo ſlowly, it ſeemed as if he wag 
afraid of engaging himſelf in the heart of France, 
with ſo many rivers behind him. The truth was, 
this general already knew that he had the King 
before him. | 

When the King left Troyes he fent the Count 
of Forigny with eight or nine hundred horſe be» 
fore him, with which Marechal Biron was extreme- 
Iy pteaſed. Four days after, Henry himſclf arrived 
at Dijon, and, without dilmounting, went imme— 
diately to reconnoitre the outworks, and all the 
neighbouring places; eſpecially on that fide where 
the enemy might be expected. He cauſed deep 
trenches to: be made, and by that means. cut off 
all communication between the two caſtles. This 
done, the King perceiving that notwithſtanding 
all the efforts he could make, the caſtles might 
ſtill hold out a long time, he went, according to 
dis uſual cuſtom, with a ſmall detachment, to meet 
the enemy, that he might retard their march, and 
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give time to the reſt of their troops to finiſh their 
enterpriſe. He thought, if he could find his ene» 
mies employed in their paſſage over the Saone, it 
would afford him a favourable opportunity, though 
he had but an inconſiderable body with him: he 
therefore appointed Lux and Fountain-Frangofſe“ 
for a rendezvous for the reſt of his troops, and 
marched before with only three hundred horſe, 
half of whom were arquebuſtersz and with this 
little eſcort advanced to the Vigenne, near Saint- 
Seine; from thence he detached the Marquis of 
Mirebeau, with fifty or ſixty horſe to get intellt» 
gence : and in the mean time he paſſed the river of 
Vigenne with a hundred, or a hundred and twenty 
horſe; deſigning only to reconnoitre the ground, 
and the form of a country, where he might poſtibly 
be obliged to come to an engagement. 

He had not marched more than a league, when 
be ſaw Mirebeau return in great diſorder: who 
told him that he had been charged by three or 
four hundred horſe; which had prevented him 
from getting a full view of the enemy : but added, 
that he believed thole four hundred horſe had been 
ſent to ſeize the poſt of Saint Seine, and that they 
were followed cloſe by the whole army. Biron, 
who arrived that inſtant, offered to go and make 
a clearer diſcovery. At the diſtance of a thouland 
paces he found, upon a little hill, an advanced 
guard, con{iſting of ſixty horſe, which he attacked; 
and taking their place, ſaw plainly the whole Spa- 
niſh army marching in order of battle; and in par- 
ticular, a body of four hundred horſe, which, ad- 
vancing before the reſt of the army, purſued a 
party of one hundred and fifty French. This was. 
the party commanded by D' Auſſonville, whom his 
Majeſty had ſent to make diſcoveries on the other 


* Upon the frontiers of Burgundy and Franche- Comte: this 
expediuon happeacd in the beginning of June. 
fide. 
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fide. D' Auſſonville, by flying, diverted the ſtorm 
upon Biron. The enemy's detachment dividing 
mto two bands, attacked him on the right and left, 
doubtleſs with the ſame intention as Biron, to dif. 


cover what forces were in the rear. The difference 


between them was, that the enemies, being ſupport- 
ed by near fix hundred horſe, were two thirds ſu— 
perior in number to the two ſquadrons commanded: 
by Biron and Mirebeau, which made up only three 
hundred. 

Notwithſtanding this inequality, Biron continued 
to make a ſtand : he ſeparated his three hundred 
horſe into three equal platoons, placing Mirebeau, 
with the firſt, on the right; the Baron of Lux, 
with the ſecond, on the left; and poſted himſelf, 
with the third, in the middle. 'The enemy attack- 
ed each fide at once, with a hundred and fifty men: 
Lux fuffered greatly, and was even thrown to the 
ground, with many others : Biron having the ad- 
vantage in this place flew to his aſſiſtance, and reani- 


mated his troops; but was himfelf charged with 


ſuch impetuoſity by all the enemy's ſquadrons uni- 


ted together, towards whom he faw others from. 


the main body of the army ſtill advancing, that he 
was obliged to retreat. This retreat as ſoon as the 
enemy's. horſe drew nearer, was changed into a 


real flight; in which condition he came within. 
view of the King, who immediately ſent a hundred 


horſe to ſupport him. Nothing is more difficult 
than to ſtop the flight of a ſquadron when the 
enemy is at. their heels; the lait hundred were 
ſeized with the ſame pannic, and returned flying 
with thoſe whom they went to ſupport. 

The King now finding that all' depended upon 


himſelf, advanced towards the fugitives, without. 
taking time to put on his helmet, expoſed himſelf. 


to the fury ot he victorious ſquadron, which con- 


ſiſted of more than eight hundred men, called his 
' Principal officers by their names, and throwing 
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himſelf every where, without any regard to his 
own perſon, obliged ſome of the tugitives at laſh 
to ſtop. He compoſed two bodies of the whole, 
and putting hiuiſelf at the head of a hundred and 
fifty horte, returned to the charge on one fide, 
while La Tremouille, with a like number, did the 
ſame, by his order, on the other. But for this 
intrepidity, it is probable, that not one of thoſe 
three hundred men, engaged thus on the farther 
fide of a river, with a victorious body of cavalry in 
front, would have eſcaped. The King“, giving 
his ſoldiers an example, threw himſelf, bareheaded, 
amidſt fix of the enemy's ſquadron, broke through 


* The King ſaid, that vpon other occaſions and emergencies 
into which he had happened to fall, he fought for victory, 
but here he contended- for his life. Ferefixe, Matthieu, Cayety 
Le Grainc, and D'Aubigne, relate the actions of this day in the 
ſame manner: but M. de Thou, and vol. 8929 of the royal 
MSS. with ſome little difference. D'Aubigny ſays, that the 
King did not ſhew himſelf entirely ſatisfied, that only the Duke 
de la Tremouille and D' Elbeuf joined together with a good 
grace, “ To bruſh of,” ſays he, „the dew before his Majeſty.” 
Tom. 3. I. 4. c. 8. But according to De Thou, he commended 
much before the parliament Mirebeau, La-Curce, and many others. 

* 1 have no need of council but of affiſtance,” replied Hers 

TV. to thoſe who adviſed him to make his eſcape on a_ good 
Turkiſh horſe that was got ready for him ; ** there 1s more has 
« zard in the flight than the chace.”* Matibieu, tom. 2. |. 1. 
p. 187, ** Mainville,” adds this hiſtorian, ** who ſtood near 
him, and had his piſtol ready charged for the firſt of the enemy 
* that came near him, let fire at one ſo a propos, that he ſhot him 
% quite through the head; and the ball came whiſtling fo about 
* the King's cars, that he never ſpoke of a piſtol but he remem- 
* bered this report, ſaying; that it was the loudeſt he had ever 
© heard, having been charged with two ſteel-balls,” According to 
the account of the ſame hiſtorian, the Nuke de Maienne demanded 
only four hundred horte of the Spaniſh general, to attack the 
King's troops; which the Spaniard retuſed him, being perſuaded 
that Henry oniy wanted to draw him into an ambutcade. This 
diſlruſt of the enemy was the occaſion of his eſcape at Fontaine» 
Francoiſe, as it had been before at Aumale And what is more 
ſurpriſing is, that this Prince only loſt ix men in ſo hot an action: 
while on the enemy's fide were killed one, hundred and twenty, 
beſides two hundred wounded, and fixty taken priſoners. Chrone. 
Naven. I. 7. p 497» 

them, 
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them, and forced them to give ground. Biron, 
taking advantage of this opportunity, rallied about 
a hundred and twenty horle, and returned to ſup. 
port the King, and altogether drove the enemy's 
horſe back to the main body of the Duke of Mai. 
enne's army. 

Henry would not have ſuffered his ardour to 
have tranſported him ſo far, but that he did not 
immediately perceive, that a wood on each fide 
of him was crouded with fuſileers, to whoſe dif- 
charge he had like to have been expoſed, and 
would have been ſurrounded by them, if, in the 
heat of the fight, he bad attacked the Spanith ar. 
my : he therefore ſtopped his career, and kept 
himſelf upon his guard. At that moment he per- 
ceived two other bodies of horſe, who came out 
of one of thoſe woods to ſtrengthen the advanced 
guard, which he had vanquiſhed. This was one 
of thoſe critical moments, when the leaſt want of 
precaution brings on inevitable ruin. The King, 
who with one glance perceived the deſign of theſe 
troops, ordered his to halt and thicken their ranks, 
that they might be in a condition to receive them; 
for in the heat of his victory he overturned all that 
oppoſed him, and found himiſelf at large before all 
thoſe battalions, who were aſtoniſhed at the mi- 
racles they ſaw him perform. Henry knew this 
ſurprize would not laſt long, and that he would 
Have the fury of a whole army to ſuſtain, anima- 
ted by the fight of a handful ot foes, to repair the 
ſhame of ſuch an aſtoniſhing defcat z he therefore 
took advantage of the enemy's inaction, to regain 
at leaſt his fill poſt, without being purſued ; and 
diſengaged himtclf from the midſt of the encmy's 
army with ſo much order and ſuperiority, that they 
could make themſelves no amends for their lots. 


And this Prince, in one day, and almoſt in one 
moment, acquired the honour of the moſt glorious 


victory, 
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victory, and of the fineſt retreat of which any hiſtory 
ever atforded an example. 

On his arrival, he found the Count of Chivers 
ny, the Chevalier d'Oiſe, Meſlicurs de Vitry, de 
Clermont, de Rifle, d'Arambure, de La Curee “, 
d'teures, de Saint Geran, and de La-Boulaye, 
with each his company, which being joined to thoſe 
troops the King had before, compoſed a body of 
eight hundred horſe. After this reinforcement, 
the enemy durſt not attack them, being perſua- 
ded that his whole army was not tar off; and not 
et recovered from their conſternation at the defeat 
of their men by a platoon ſcarce the ſixth part of 
their number, they turned back, placing the in- 
fantry in the rear to cover their cavalry. The 
King followed them cloſe, and harrafled them con- 
tinually, till they had repaſſed the Saone upon the 
bridge they had built below Gray. Not daring to 
attempt the paſſaze again, Burgundy, by this ex- 
ploit, remained wholly at the King's diſcretion 3 he 
reduced it all in a few days, except the Seure 7, 
and ſeized ſeveral little towns in Franche-Compte, 
which he releaſed, at the intreaty of the Swiſs, Theſe 
advantages were all owing to the battle of Fontaine» 
Francoiſe. . 

Henry, when he learnt the defeat of his forces 
in Picardy, confeſſed, that thoſe advantages, great 
as they were, did not equal that lols. He quitted 
Burgundy and the Lyonnois immediately, and 
marched haſtily towards Paris. Paſſing by Moret, 
I acquainted him with my motives tor leaving the 
council; he approved of them, and was of opinion, 


* This gentleman fought without armour, and was badly 
mounted. A voice which he thought to be the King's, called to 
him,“ Take care, Curee;“ when lo, he found it was one of the 


enemy, who was juſt ready to run him through with his lance 3 


but he killed him. Vol. 8929. Ms. de Bibliot. de Roi. 
+ Seure, a town upon the river Saone ; it has changed its name, 
aud now is called Bellegaide. 
that 
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that the confidence which the other members of ir 
perceived he repoſed in me, and the deſire I had to 
make mylelf ſtill more worthy that diſtinction, had 
drawn their enmity upon me. He had the goodneſs 
to conſole me, by aſſuring me, that my ſutferings 
upon this occaſion would only increaſe his triendihip 
for me. Tagreed with his M:jeſty, that at a time when 
the check his forces received at Dourlens might occa- 
ſion a revolution, there was a neceſſity to diſſem- 
ble his diſguſt, and to avoid accuſing any one. It 
was to me only that the King complained of the 
authors of that fatal accident, and deplored the 
dangerous effects of diſagreement among generals, 
which is almoſt the ſole cauſe of the greateſt dif- 
aſters in war. He appeared ſenſibly affected with 
the loſs of Adm. Villars, and never mentioned 
him but with the higheſt praiſes: nor could he be 
deceived by any thing which the intereſted parties 
advanced, to place all that had happencd to the ac- 
count of the deceaſed. 

It was then that this Prince was convinced, 
and acknowledged to me, that he had yielded un- 
reaſonably to propoſals for a war, the {ſucceſs of 
which he had been. perſuaded was infallible ; he 
was even candid enough to treat It as an error 
which might plunge France once more into great- 
er miſeries than thoſe ſhe had been juſt delivered 
from. By ſpeaking thus, the King conſidered on- 
ly the greatneſs ot a loſs ſuch as Catelet, Capelle, 
Ardres “, Dourlens, Cambray, from which Ba- 
lagny had been juſt driven; and Calais eſpecially, 


which though not yet tuken, was looked upon 


as already loſt: for my part, I thought the 
kingdom was then in moſt danger, when the King, 


* Ardres was ſurrendered to the enemy by the Count de Belin 
almoſt without making any detence ; for which he was diſgraced, 


turned out of his places, and ſent home to his eſtate, Cc. Bongers 
Epiſt. 75. ad Canier. Moriſot, e. 33. 
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by an aſtoniſhing inſtance of valour and good for- 
rune, preſerved Burguiidy and his own life. From 
that time Henry uſed to ſay, that a declaration of 


war was one of thoſe affairs that required the great- 


eſt deliberation, and could never be ſufficiently e- 
ncugh attended to. From this example, princes 
may ſtill draw another leſſon no leſs uſeful, which 
is, that they ought never to harbour a rancorous 
hatred againſt their neighbours, and that prudence, 
on certain occaſions, requires them to ſcem diſpo- 
ſed for a reconciliation, notwithſtanding the moſt 
violent, and even the moſt juſt reſentment, 

'The King was careful to avoid diſcovering his 
thoughts in public; on the contrary, he endcav ur- 
ed to revive the courage of thoſe who ſecmed moſt 
depreſſed, To the Pariſians, who made him com- 
pliments of condolence upon his lots, he replied, 
that it might be eaſily repaired, provided they 
would join actions to words. They made him 
great offers; but his Majeſty, who had had fre- 
quent proots ot the little dependence he could have 
on them, took his own meatures, and without 
waiting for the accompliſhment of their promiles, 
left Paris the next day, with the ſatis faction of 
hearing before he went, by a courier from Rome, that 
the Pope had been at laſt prevailed upon to grant 
him the ab{folution “ he had ſo long ſolicited. In 
the preſent conjuncture, this ncws was of the ut» 
moſt importance., _ **Y 

To this abſolution the holy father annexed the 
following conditions : that the King ſhould ex- 

. „ 

* What made the Pope,” ſays M de Perefise, © delay gi - 
% ving abfolution ſo lony, was, becauſe that he alone had the 
„power of reſtoring penitents: and he was very much difplea+ 
* {cd, that the prelaies ut France had taken upon therytoabſoive 
him, though they had only done it provifipnally, ad cautelam.” 
f Beſides theie conditions, the original of which my be ſeen 
in vol. u 5%, ot the Mess. de la Bibliot. du Roi, where the act 
of abſotution of Heary IV. is ſet down at lgagth, in Italian, the 
holy father impoles therein for penace upon this Prince, to-hear, 


on cveiy Sunday nud feſtival, a conventual maſs in the chapel» 
royal, aud private mais every week day, to ſay tie toſary every 
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clude the Proteſtants from all employments and 
dignities, and ulc his utmoſt endeavours to ſuppreſs 
them 
Sunday, the chapelet every Saturday, and the litanies every 
Wedneſday, to faſt every Friday, to cenfefs and communicate 
pubhely at leaſt four cimes a year. | oblſerve, in this act, that 
the Pope, after having given this Prince al:ſol«tion, then entitles 
him only the King of France and Navarie. At each ver'e of the 
Miſerere, the holy father gave a light touch of the penitcntiar 
crook on the ſhoulders of M. du Perron, and M. d'Offat, who 
are therein called Proruratori di Navarra : this is but an ordina- 
ry formality in this ſort of ceremony; upon whi: h the Proteſtant 
Writers have not failed to comment with great walignity, by 
ſaying that Henry IV. had ſubmited to receive Ii fhes of the 
whip from the procurator, and other ſuch like calumnies : but 
theſe malicious pleaſantries have not hecu able to impoſe upon 
any, fince M. de Thou and all the fentible writers have ſhewn, 
that they were altogether unjuſt and without foundation. M. de 
Sully, as far as appears, had got over this popular error; but I 
know not if he obſerves the ſame equity with regard to M. D*Oflat, 
What he ſys Here, and in many other places of theſe Me- 
moirs, excited in me a curicſity to read carefully the collection 
af this Catdinal's letters, who is reputed amongſt us to have been 
as gnod a Frenchman as an able itateiman. I will ſpeak free! 
my mind as to cach grievance which furniſhes the Duke de Sully 
With occaſion of attacking him, according as they tall in my way, 
And to begin with that of Henry IV.th's abtolution, it appears 
to me, after examining all he ſays on this bead, p. 45. 48. 10g, 
10%. 118. 129. 208. Cc. of the old editicn in folio, that we 
cannot but acknowledge, on one hand, that he met with great 
ſeruples in the Pupes's breaſt, and real difficulties on the part of 
the ſacred college; that he applicd himſelf with great aſliduity, 
and with equal ſucceſs, to ſurmount them; and that any but he 
would have had much to dv-to have conquered them; as is evi- 
dent from what happened to the Duke de Nevers, the Cardinal 
de Retz, the Marquis de Pilany, and others ; that for his own 
part he is very far from approving the many ſubterfuges to which 
the court of Rome had often recourte in their formalities : and 
even that Ill this chicane made him often uneaſy, as alſo the un- 
fair dealing which he complains they uted in the bull of abſo- 
lution. However, in oppoſition to all this, a man may perceive, 
on the other hand, in theſe very places, and ſtill more in all thoſe 
paſſages that in any meaſure relate to the Proteſtants, the Jeſuits, 
or the council of Trent, &c. that his Eminence was not at all 
diſturbed, that the affair of the King's abſolution bad paſſed un- 
der the reſtrictions of which M. de Sully complains ſo bitterly ; 
whether it was that M. D'Oſſat did not perceive thercin the pie- 
tended leſſon of the honour of the crown, and the prejudice 
- done to. the liberties of the Gallican church, which 1 leave to the 
learned to determine; or whether they believed that all theſe 
precautions became neceſſary for the interelt of religion; or, laſt- 
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them entirely : that he thould re-eſtabliſh the mals 

in Bcarn, and oblige the Huguenots to make reſti- 

tution to the Catholics of all the effects which hat 
been taken from the eccleſtaſtics : that he ſhould 

prevail upon the Prince of Conde to embrace the 

Roman Catholic religion: that he ſhould publithe 

and cauſe the conncnl of Freut to be received: and 

laſtly, that the Fefuics ſhould be again eſtabliſhed 

in France. Theſe conditions which regarded the 
Proteſtants, and the council of Trent, were not 

complied with, the reſt were. 

Thoſe perſons who thought the King received 
laws from the Pope upon this occaſion, ought to 
lay the blame upon Du-· Perron, and ſtill more upon 
Arnaud D'Oſſat, then agent for this affair at Rome. 
Thele two ecclefiaſtics were fo far from rejecting 
theſe conditions, that they would have been grieved, 
if they had not been inliſted upon; if any credit 
may be given to a memorial which was many years 
afterwards ſent me from Rome, and which I ſhall 
ſpeak of fully in its proper place: ic affords a com- 
plete proof of what I have juſt advanced, at leaſt 
with regard to D'Oſſat. 

This memorial Advances two things relating to 
the King's ablolution, which is one of its principal 
articles, That the Pope and the whole ſacred col- 
lege were fo ardently deſirous of the King's apply» 


ing to Rome tor this ceremony, that they could not 


conceal their fears, when they were ſometimes in- 
formed that Henry would be brought to deſpiſe it, 
or to reckon it ulclels; and this the author proves 
from their own letters: ſecondly, That D'Offat, in- 


ly, whether he were not biaſſed in favour of the maxims of the 
league : and yet all this does not hinder me from ſubſcribing to 
the eacomiums given to this Cardinal by all our beſt hiſtorians, 
and laſt of all by Amclot de la Houſlaye, in the life he gives us 
of him, prefixed to the edition of his letters, to which I refer the 
reader; The Abbe du Perron, and M. de Villcroi, had likewiſe 
done conſiderable ſervice to Henry IV. in the affair of his abſo- 
lution. AL.tib.eu, tom. 2. I. 2. p. 210. ct 1c9q. 
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ſtead of informing the King of this diſpoſition in 
the court of Rome, which he would have done, 
had his honour and dignity been of the ſmalleft 
conſequence to him; on the contrary, gave this 
Prince to underftand, that he could not obtain a 
reconciligtion with his Holineſs, but by offering an 
incroachment upon the liberties of the Gallican 
church, and purchaſing it by thoſe conditions al- 
ready mentioned, Henry, however, rewarded his two 
agents with the moſt eminent dignitics in the Prelacy. 

In three days his Mijeity arcived at Peronne, 
where he was immediately ſaluted by Balagny, 
This man who, by an exceſs of ridiculous vanuy “, 
had Juit loft his government, his fortune, his wite, 
and his honour, inſtead of bluſhing for his folly, 
and concealing himſelf from reproach, affected to 
ſhew himſclf, talked big; and in this ſtate, which 
was indeed the fitteſt ſtate for him, exp«&ed all 
that regard which is generally paid to untortunate 
ſovereigns. The King reſolved to attempt every 
thing to afliſt Calais, and finding that his troops 


M. de Perefixe ſays, that Cambray was taken by famine : 
others, as Matthieu, blame the mitunderſtinding that ſubſiſted 
between the Duke de Nevers and de 6 uillon for it; and others 
again the negligence of Balapny, The memoirs of the league, 
tom. 6, remark, that three companies of Swils, not having had 
their pay given them, compelled him to give up the place All 
the hiſtorians hive cried up the courage of Renee de Clermo: t, 
the wite of Balaguy, and fiſter to the brave Buſlſy d'Amboile, 
who, after having, to no purpoſe, done all ſhe could to inlpire 
te ſolution into the garrifon and her husband, did not chute to 
ſurvive the lofs of her principality, and dicd either ot famine or 


grief. And here in one article, is an abſtract of the pgreateſt- 


«« difgrace that France has f{\\Rered from foreigners in the memo- 
« ry of man.* 50 ſpeaks D*A.bigne, in concluding the gth 
chap. k 4. tom. 3. of his hiftoty, in which he has collected the 
taking of Catelot, lu Capelle, Ardres, Cambray, Cilats, and the 
deteat at Dourlens. 1 teils a Spaniſh officer, who ſece med 
ſurpriſed at ſceing him take his miſtrets along with him, and in 
the ſame boat, that love ſoftened all the croſs accidents of for- 
tune: Right,“ replicd the Spaniard, ** and eſpecially at pre- 
« ſent, as you will have leſs to do than you have had before.” 
P. Maitbien, tom. a+ I. . p. 219. 


were 
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were not ſufficient to ſtorm the camp of the be- 
ſiegers, took the only courſe that now remained, 
which was to throw himſelf into the place, at the 
head of a conſiderable reinforcement. Twice he 
embarked with this deſign, but a contrary wind 
forced him back again to land. While he de- 
ſpaired of accompliſhing his enterpriſe, Matelet, 
governor of Foix, came to him and offered to at- 
tempt a third time? to enter Calais, promiſing him, 
that if he would give him four or ſive hundred 
gentlemen, he would ſo manage, either by ſea or 
land, that he would open himſelf a paſſage. The 
King, praiſing his reſolution, gave him the eſcort 
he d:manded ; with which Matelet ſucceeded in his 
deſign, and entered Calais, after having ſurmount- 
ed a thouſand . obſtacles “. But the glory of this: 
brave action was ſoon obliterated, when it appeared 
that he had only joined the garriſon to be infected 
with their fears, and to content to a capitulation: 
and the King had the mortification to march to 
Calais, only to ſce it ſurrendered before his eyes. 
If it be demanded where, during this time, were: 
all thoſe French noblemen and officers who were 3 
ſo forward in adviſing the war; and why they ſuf- | 
fered the King to bear the whole burden of it, and if 
ſuffer repeated loſſes? It muſt be owned, to the: j 


* Hiſtorians do not agree as to this action. Some, as De Thou y 
and D'Aubigne, by ſaying nothing at all of it, ſeem to call it in of 
queſtion : others aſcribe it to the Sieur de Campagnole the young 
er, Davila and our memoirs, to Matelet governor of Foix. 1 
Queen Eliſabeth offered to defend Calais againſt the Spaniards, 
upon condition that the place were put into the hands of the 
Englith, Sancy, who was then'ambadador at London, made an- 
{wer to the Queen, That the King, his maſter, would rather bave: 
it in the hands of the Spaniards than in thoſe of the Eagliſh ; and 
Henry IV. ſaid himſelf, © If he were to be bit, he had rather it 
© was by a lion than a lioneſs: and this was the reafun that: 
Queen Eliſabeth atterwards-retuſed to beſiege that town, while. 
Henry IV. lay before zhat of Amiens, though they offered then c 
Put.it.into her hands by way of ſecurity. Aaithieu, ibid. p. 223. 
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diſhonour of the French name. that they expected 
to draw advantages to themiclves by the misfortunes 
their impruden. e occationed, and their negligence 
augmented; and formed, in the mean time, projects 
more fatal to the King's authority than the blovdicſt 
foreign war. 'Thele projects 1 ſhall mention imme- 
diitely. 

The King, equally ſupcrior to good and bad for- 
tune, comforted thoſe that were driven out of Ca- 
lais, provided for the fecurity of Boulogne, Abbe— 
ville, Montfeuil, Mogthulin “, and other towns 
and caſtles, and marched towards St Quintin, fear- 
ing leſt che enemies, who were not far from thoſe 
quarters, ſhould ſurpriſe ſome of the nubles and 
general-officers, who came thither ſeparately. They 
choſe this opportunity for the execution of a deſign 
which they had formed, before they left Paris. 
The Duke of Montpenſier was the perion whom 
they. charged with this commiſſion, not becauſe he 
was more diſaffected than the reſt, but becauſe his 
temper was the moſt condeſcending, and his un- 


deritanding the weakeſt, He accoſted the King at. y 
4 at Saint-Quintin; and in the name of the principal fi 
| French nobility, propoſed to him, as the only b 
6 means of ſubduing his enemies, to refign to the. t 
1 governors. of provinces. the property of their go- a 
2 vernments, with an hereditary. right to them, re- v 


| quiring nothing of them but their. allegiance, 

« It is not caly to comprehend,, how a ptopoſal. 
which had ſo.mavifeſt a tendency to throw France 
into a ſtate of anarchy, that in its earlier ages had 
filled it with bloc d and horror, could proceed from 
the mouth of a Frenchman, a Prince, and what is 
more, à prince ot the royal blood. Henry, ſtruck: 
with aſtoniſhment. at the- prodigious inſolence of 
this affront offered to the royal dignity, could not 

at firſt utter a werd. The Duke of Mogtpenſier 
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continuing a ſpeech which had been ſtudied long 
betore, endeavoured to prova to his Majeſty, that 
while th-fe governors, or rather thoſe little princes, 
obliged themſelves to maintain troops always ready 
for his ſervice, he would be never again reduced to 
ſuch a ſituation as he was in at prefcar, to appear 
betore his enemies without ſoldiers to oppole them. 
Tue King, agitated with various paſſious, diſcovered 
none to the Duke bur comp Miva, at ſeeing him in 
a character ſo contemptible aad unworthy. He 
ſtopped him from proceeding farther, by telling 
him, without the leaſt reſentment, that he had al- 
ready heard too much; and that he was convinced 
thoſe French nobles had taken advantage of the 
eaſineſs of his temper, to mike him the bearer of 
a propolal, the whole meanneſs of which he was. 
not ſenſible of, he who was a Prince of the blood, 
and nearcr the crown than himſelf had formerly 
been. The King added much more to the lame 
purpoſe, with equal calmneſs, and was fo tar from 
being apprehentive, that he ſhould be reduced to- 
yield to ſuch a propoſition, and ſo determined to 
ſutfer a thouſand. deaths, if poſſivle, rather than 
bring ſuch a load of infamy upon the royal dignity, 
that he hd not even the thought of entering iuto 
any diſcuflion of this project, or of uttering a lingle: 
word in aniwer to it “. 3 

l'he Duke of Montpenſier became ſenſible of his 
fault, by the air and tone with which his Majeſty 
ſpoke to him; he bluſhed, and aſked pardon for 
it, and intreated the King never to remember that 
he had been capable of thus - degrading himielf 


from his rank. The King, after having thewn the 


Duke tne whole extent of his fault, directed him 
how, in ſome meature, to repair it, with thote who. 
had prevailed upon him to commit it; and. aflured, 


* ** We are all gentlemen,” ſaid Henry IV. ſometimes, before: 
the. Princes of the bloods. | 
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him, that he, for his own part, would forget it en- yo 
tirely, and ſtill regard him as a kinſman. La 
The Duke of Montpenſier agreed to take the O 

firſt opportunity that offered, when the authors of 
that inſolent propoſal brought it again on the car. * 
pet, to declare, that he had reflected well upon the af 
commiſſion they had given him; that they might a 
ſend their propoſal by any other perſon, ſince he As” 
abſolutely diſapproved of itz and if ever he was * 
to mention it to his Majeſty, it ſhould be with a de- all 
ſign to diſſuade him from it; and that they might ha 
depend upon his uſing his utmoſt endeavours to- th 
hinder its taking effect. He performed this taſk th 
ſo exactly, and with an air ſo natural, that he whol! _ 
diſconcerted ail thoſe noblemen, and left them no- * 
inclination. to make any future attempts on his 5 
| fidelity. fr 
I It was therefore to reduce the King to the pe- 8 
: ceſſity of making them his equiils, that the princes * 
and governors of provinces in France fo ill per» - 
\ formed their promite of aſſiſting him with troops. 8 
4 The Duke of Bouillon was one of thoſe who fold b 
his ſervices the dearcſt. His Majeſty, not doubring 
2 but he had a- part in the plot, was willing to have 2 
4 a proof of it trom the Duke's perplexity, without W 


letting him know that he was informed of it by f 
other means. Bouillon did not want art and elo— 
quence enough to conceal whatever he deſigned N 
ſmmould not be known; but, belides that Henry ; 
1 
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poſſeſſed in no lets degree the art of penetrating in- 
tu the thoughts of thoſe with whom he converted, 
the preſence of a ſovereign is of itſelf ſufficient to 
abaſh a man conlcious of any ſecret guilt. The p 
King began by convincing himſelf that the Duke i 
of Montpenficr had not betrayed their late dit- 


F 
—— 


courſe to the, Duk ot Bouillon. After which he | 
introduced the defent of Dourlens, by aſking him 5 
plainly, and with a kind of confidence, how it hap- { 
pened. chat he had been diſappointed in thoſe cer- 

| - tan 
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1 1505. FSA 69 ; 
tain correſpondences which, as he ſaid, he carried i 
f. on in Liege, Namur, and many other places in 5 
Luxemb urg, and Haingult, upon which, as he knew, it 
ie the war had been undertaken ? 
of Bouillon, embarraficd by the queſtion, and that 
4 air of ſimjicity with waich it was propoſed, inſtead 
ne of giving a direct anſwer concerning his pretended f 
at correſpondences, fell into long incoherent ſpeeches, | 
he which betrayed him more effectually, than the moſt 2 
as ſincere conteſſion could have done. He acculed + j 
4 all the world; the Duke of Nevers, who, he ſaid, \ 
he had corrupted his officers, and obſtruct:d his levies z i 
"g the Engliſh for not making the promiled diverſion z 1 
* the Dutch for taking advantage of this conjuacture A 
U to increaſe their power on the fide of Over Iſſel if 
on and Frieſland. Upon which the Duke of Bouillon, 
18 who ſought only to turn the converſation ſtill more 
from the firſt ſubject, told the King, that the true 
11 cauſe of the mis fortune which had lately happened, 
Sa was, that his Mijeſty had no perſon of weight or 
1 confidence, and on whom he could rely, at the 
i court of London, to haſten the ſupplies that had 
d becn promiled there; and, at the fame time, offer- 
2 ed himſelf for this embaſiy, and even ſolicited it | 
6 earneſtly, The King being of opinion, that it 11 
*. would anſwer no pur wot to preſs the Duke any i 
* further upoa this fault, ceaſed to mention it; and i 
1 reſlecting, that he ſhould not loſe much by his ab- x 
q ſence, conſented at laſt to the embaily to England. i 
7 Accordiagly, his commiſſion was expedited, and the 1 
% Duke of Bouillon, a few days after, ſet out for that 1 
, kingdom. { 
0 lt was from his Majeſty himſelf that I had the | 
P particulars-of this converſation with the Duke of | 
: Bouillon, as likewiie that with the Duke of Mont- y 
; penſier before mentioned. 1 
x The King had no ivoner quitted Bouillon, than | 
5 reflecting that the Dake, initead of having any de- | 
: ſign to ſerve him uſefully at the court of London, | 
N had | 
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had poſſibls only ſolicited that employment to give 
bad impreſſions there of his conduct, or at leaſt to 
labour only for his own intereſt, he ſent Jaquinot 
for me early in the morning, to communicate his 
fears to me. I kneeled on a cuſhion at his bedſide, 
and his Majeſty aſked me immediately what was 
ſaid, and what I, in particular, thought of the long 
converſation he had juſt held with the Duke of 
Bouillon? I replied, that every one had his own 
conjectures ; and that probably the affair of Ham 
and Dourlens, and the propoſal made by the Duke 
of Montpenſier, made up the greateſt part of it, 
The King told me that I was miſtaken; that he 
was too well acquainted with the Duke of Bovil- 
lon's diſpoſition, to doubt thar any reproaches up, 


on thoſe occaſions, inſtead of correcting, would 


only ſerve to throw him into an open revolt. His 
Majeſty afterwards, repeating exactly all that has 
been related concerning the embaſſy to England, 


_ Propoſed to me to accompany the Duke of Bouil- 


lon thither, that I might have an eye upon his be. 
haviour. | 

In courts every thing is brought about by arti- 
fice. The King, after his converſation with the 
Duke of Bouillon, telling his council for the finan- 
ces, that he had ſent the Duke to England, thefe 
gentlemen, after conferring together, found no- 
thing ſo fit to ſatisfy their hatred of me, as to per- 
ſuade the King to join me with the Duke of Bouik 
lon. My abilities for negociations were praiſed, an 
honour which they were reſolved to deprive me of, 
when they had once ſucceeded in removing me 


from the King, who, not penetrating into their 


views, approved. of the propoſal : but I did not fo 
eaſily fall into the ſnare: I ſhewed his Majeſty the 
true motive of theſe -gentlemens feigned generoſity 
with regard to me. From the moment that the 
Duke of Bouillon diſcovered that I watched his 
conduct, and diſconcerted his projects, he would 

, not 
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not fail to break with me; and ſuch a genius as 
his, when actuated by malice, would not fail to 
ſuggeſt to him the means of throwing upon me the 
blame of all the faults he committed, and all the 
o0d he neglected to do, My enemies knew this as 
well as |; his Majeſty was convinced by my reaſons, 
and preſſed me no further. 

The gentlemen of the council did not ſtop here: 
when they came'again to the King, they were the 
firit to confcls, that it was with reluctance they 
joined me to the Duke of Bouillon; but ſince the 
Duke was to ſtay but a ſhort time at London, they 
had pitched upon me to take his place with the 
ſame title and equal honours. All was alike to 
them, provided they could..get rid of me. The 
King was again influenced by their opinions, and 
ſome days alter declared his intention to me, order- 
ing m2 to make preparations immediately for this 
voyage; to provide myſelf with money; and to 
diipole my wife to follow me, if I chole to have 
her with me; which, however, he did not think 
neceſſary, ſince I ſhould not, he ſaid, be abſent 
above ſeven or ei;ht months at the utmoſt. The 
King inſtantly perceiving my reluctance, accompa— 
nicd this order wich the moſt obliging expreſſions 
his imagination could ſuggeſt; he told me, that 
the preſent perplexed ſituation of his affairs hinders 
ing him from giving me the ſole direction of the 
finances, he thould reproach himſelf for expoſing 
to the dangers of a long and furious ſiege, the on- 
ly man in his kingdom whom he thought worthy 
to fill that important ſtation, His Miyeſty had juſt 
then declared himſelf publicly concerning the ſiege 
of L1-Fere. | 

While the King was ſpeaking, I was ſtruck with 
aſtoniſhment at the obſtinate perſecution of my e- 
nemites, and the depth of their malice. Under the 
appearance of a title of honour, vain in itſelf, and 
fatal in its conſequences, they took away, and per- 

haps 
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haps for ever, all opportunities of advancing me: 
for who in my abſence would be ſolicitous for m 

intereſt? Who would hinder them from prolong. 
ing my ſtay out of the kingdom, till, affairs havin 

taken a fixed and durable ſtate in France, there 
would be nothing left for a man who, by ſo long 
an abſence, would be afterwards regarded as a 
ſtranger. Theſe reflections kept me firm in my 
purpoſe. I intreated the King not to force me to 
a journey for which I felt an invincible repugnance; 
and I had the good fortune to find, that Henry was 
of himfclf ditpoted to believe, that I ſhould be of 
more uſe to him at Paris than London, during the 
ſiege he was going to undertake :; he therefore ſent 
me thither to facilitate his ſupplies of money, and 
the diſpatch of whatever was neceſſury towards car- 
rying on the fiege, to receive his orders there, 
make one in his council, and direct its reſolutions, 
Had the choice of my revenge been iv my own 


power, 1 could not have fixed upon any other more 
ett ctual. ; 


>: eee oc ded ed -e. 
B- O O K VII. 


HE motive which bad determined the King 

to undertake fo difficult a fiege as that of 

La Fere, was, that, his encmics having after their 
ſucceis feparated their troops, he would not ſuffer 
his own, who had at leaſt afiembled, to remain 
idle, and becauſe it was of importance to ſecure 
Picardy, already ſhaken by ſo many repeated 
loſſes. Had I the liberty of diſpoſing of myſelf as 
I pleaſed, I ſhould have choſen to have continued 
with the King during this fiege, whoſe too great 
ſolicitude tor my ſatet); I could by no means ap- 
prove: but I aurſt not refuſe the commiſſion 


which 
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which would detain me in Paris; and his Majeſty 
to render this order leſs diſpleaſing, aſſured me, 
that nothing conſiderable would for a long time 


be done before La-Fere; and that ſome time or 


other, he would permit me to make a journey 
thither. In reality I did fo ſeveral times; but I 
had no ſooner arrived, than the neceſſity of provi- 
ding for the ſubſiſtence of his troops, obliged me 
to return again immediately, I comforted my- 
ſelt, however, with the thought, that through 
my diligence the army being ſupplied with every 
thing it had occaſian for, I might flatter myſelf 
with having, in ſome meaſure, contributed to the 
ſucceſs of this fiege, which laſted ſix months, and 
was the longeſt in which Henry was ever engaged. 
This place, beſides its advantageous fortifications, 
had a very numerous garriſon, compoſed of ſe- 
lect ſoldiers, and commanded by two excellent 
officers, the one a. Frenchman, high-ſteward of 
Montelimart, and the other a Spaniard, named 
Oſorio. | : | 
Beringhen, at the perſuaſions of an engineer, 
who was his friend and kiniman, and had come 
exprelsly for that purpoſe trom Flanders, where 
he lived, took it into his head, that it was poflible 
to lay all La-Fere under water; and upon the aſ- 
ſurances of his friend, was ſo confident of ſucceſs, 
that the King, though contrary to his own judg- 
ment, ſuffered him to make the attempt; it would 
indeed have ſhortened the ſiege; but it is to be 
obſerved, that almoſt all projects of this kind are 
liable to diſappointment : the flighteſt miſtake is 
ſufficient to ruin them, and it ſeldom happens but 
ſome miſtake is made. The project of turning 
the courſe of the Teſin formerly coſt Francis J. 
the loſs of a battle, together with that of his lie 
berty. In one of theſe journies I made to the 
camp, I found this propoſal upon the carpet. I 
looked upon the cxecution of it to be impoſſible, 
Vor. II. G and 
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and I combated it with all my force: but the en. 
gineer wanted not plauſible reaſons for his oi. 
nion. It was, as he ſaid, an attempt that would 
colt but little time or trouble; all they had to do 


was to raiſe a cauſey; this they performed; and 
the water deſtroying their work two or three 


times, they renewed it as often; at laſt it became 
proof againſt the water, but the river did not 
riſe to the height they expected; it is true, in- 
deed, that it wanted only ſix feet, but that was 
ſufficient to force them to abandon the work *, 
after having conſumed in it a great deal of time 
and money, s 

The King falling fick at Traverſy, where his 
head-quarters were, the ſiege of La-Fere ſuffered 
à ſtill longer delay. As foon as the news was 
brought me, 1 flew to him, and never left him till 


he was reſtored to perfect health. His fickneſs 


was confiderable enough to make me* apprehend 


for France the greateſt loſs it could poſſibly ſuſtain. 


The governor of La-Fere, finding himlelt in want 
of every thing that could enable him to hold out a 
longer time, ſurrendered the place to the King, 


who cauſed it to be repaired; and at the entreaty 


of Madam de Lainccurt, he appointed her fon 
Cæſar to be governor of it, Manicamp, a kinſman 
of this lady, performing all the functions of that 
oflice, in quality of deputy-governor. 

His Majeſty marching afterwards to the frontiers 
of Artois, took the caſtle of Imbercourt by aſſault; 
and thought to have done the ſame, by ſurpriſe, 
with the city of Arras, Marcchal Biron + was the 


* D'Aubigne does not ſpeak of it ſo contemptibly, chap. 12. 
ibid. The cauſey,” fays be, having made the river Oiſe flow 
back within La-Fere, it ſpoiled all the magazines they had in 
*© the lower patts and cellars of the town. It was a large ma- 
« chine, above a quatter of a league in length. Such an under» 
% taking ſhews, that ncither the King nor the kingdom was di- 


% ſpinted under their preſſures and diſadvantages.” 


+ Biron, in his turn, loudiy exclaimed againſt the King's avarice. 
cauſe 
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cauſe of the ill ſucceſs of this laſt enterpriſe, by 
not providing himlſclt with a ſufficient quantity orc 
petards; the three tir{t they applied played tolera- 
bly well, but the fourth being thrown, without ef- 
fect, into the ditch, with the perſona that directed 
it, teveral of our men were killed and wounded by 
it, It was, indeed, a mortitying thought, that a 
conqueſt of ſuch importance, which would have 
{cured Amiens from the misfortune which ſoan 
atter happened to it, ſhould be loſt for want of a 
few petards more. Biron, to avoid the reproaches 
he had reaſon to expect, got out of the way, and 
went to dilcharge his rage upon the country a- 
bout Bapaume, where he made a horrible devaſta- 
tion. 


ſufficiently compenſated by many favourable events: 


that happened at the end of the preceding year 


and beginning of this, which I ſhalt paſs over flight- 
ly as uſual; theſe were, the reduction of Tou- 


louſe *, the proſperity of the King's arms in Pro- 


vence, and the reunion of the chiefs of the league 
in the King's party. Joyeule q, who had quitted 
the habit of a monk, to aſſume that of a ſoldier, 
and paid himſelf with uſury for the mortifications 


of a cloiſter, made a treaty with the King 


about that time. The Duke of Nemours fol- 
lowed his example; but juſt as it was upon the 
point of being concluded, he died | with vexation 
as ſome believe, for the bad ſucceſs of ſo many 
goodly projects. Saint-Sorlin, his brother, con- 


the years 1595 and 1596. 

t tie again entered himſelf among the capuchins, and died 
there under the name of Father Ange. 
: | * tle voided, by his mouch and pores, every drop of blood 


ſcription of it, ibid. p. 519. 
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The ill ſucceſs of the attempt upon Arras was 


tinued the treaty for himſelf. Moreover, the 


* As to theſe facts, conſul the hiſtories before mentioned for 


in his body” Perefix, ibid. Cayet gives à very moving de- 


G 2 death 
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death of the Duke of Nevers * delivered the King 


from a ſervant equally troubleſome and uſcleſs. 
Laſtly, the Duke of Maienne, now abſolutely dif. 
guſted with the treachery of the Spaniards, began 
to think ſeriouſly upon means of reſtoring himſelf 
to the good graces of the King. - 
The King thought it of ſuch importance to make 
himſelf maſter of Arras, that after having in vain 
attempted to ſurpriſe it, he reſolved to beſiege it 
in form. I was, I imagine, the only perſon to 
whom he communicated this deſign; ſecrecy was 


of ſuch conſequence on this great occation, that 


he durſt not truſt any one with the care of making 
obſervations upon the place; and therefore under- 
took that taſk himſelf. I had continued the whole 


Louis de Gonzagne died of a dyſentery at Nefſe in 1595, 
aged fifty-ſix: of chag in, ſay others, becauſe that when he talk» 
ed with Heary IV. adviſing him with regard to Calais, this 
Prince made anſwer, © How can you adviſe me on this head? 
«you who have never been nigher that town than ſeven leagues.” 
Though M. de Thou, l. 13. and Brantome, tom. 3. p. 259. 
very much exto! him, the charge which the Duke de Sully brings 
againſt him of having been always a very expenſive ſervant to 
his maſter, may be eatly male out, even from this General's 
own letters to Henry IV, of which we have a collection in De 
Never*'s Memoirs, tom. 2. p. 207. 376. © If your majeſty,” 
ſays he to him in one of his letters, “ cannot or will pot come 
* this length, I thall remove ſo far, that there will be no. grounds 
to expect any ſuccours from me. In truth, Sire, you do not 
* make me returns ſuitable to the manner in which 1 ſerve you; 
anch it appears to all the world that you do not value me 
% much. never was treated in the manner you treat me by 
the kings your predeceſſors ; from them | received many k fa— 
** vours, whereby | was obhged ts ſerve them implicitly, and I 
«© am yet to receive the firſt favour from your Majeſty, If fatal 
* and ruinous commiltions be not the favours I reteive from you, 
„will be ſo free as to tell you, that I have received n other 
*© ſince you were pleaſed to order me into theſe parts,” Ce. 
p. 348. And there are a preat many more letters in the ſame 
firain. Tt is from theſe that the Duke of Sully, to whom Hen— 
Ty IV. communicated all his cabinet-ſecrets, formed a judgment 
as to the diſpoſitions of the Duke de Nevers, and not from thoſe 
he writ to ſeveral other perſons, which ſhew great attachment 
and zeal for the King's perſon. 


winter 
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winter at Paris, employed in his Majeſty's ſervice, 
and lometimes made little excurſions to Moret, in 

which I took great pleaſure. One day, when I 
was buſy in overlecing my workmen, who were 
levelling the bigh grounds about two thouſand. 
paces from my houle, to bring thither two rivulets 
which form thole two theets. of water which are 
at preſent near the great alley, a courier from Ma- 
dam de Liancourt arrived, who brought me a 
letter from this lady, and another from his Ma- 
jeſty, ia which he informed me of his deſigns upon 
Arras, and the methods by which he hoped to 
ſuccecd. I had never ſcen this Prince in ſo great 
a rage as by this letter. he appeared to be againſt 


| the © impotitions and rogucries (cheſe were his 


« words) of eight gluttons;“ who were given him, 
he ſaid, inſtead of one that he had before: Thoſe: 
% raſcals,“ added he, * with that prodigious num- 
« ber of intendants, who have brought in all their: 
„male and female goſlips, feaſt together, and 
e have conſumed above a hundred thouſand 
„ crowns, a ſum large enough to drive all the 
« Spaniards out of France.” This was, indeed, 
exactly true, which 1 ſhall make ſufficiently ma- 
nifeſt when 1 enter into an account of the fi- 
nances; at preſent I thall only relate two or three 
circumſtancæs. 

The council of the finances ſuppoſed, chat in 
order to furniſh the ſupplies for the ſiege of La- 


Fere, they ſhould be called upon to clear their 
accounts: in this, however, they were miſtaken, 


the King having put the ſuperintendency ot. the 


ſiege wholly into my hands.. Thele ſupplies Deſcures, 


La Corbiniere, and. ſome other contractors, with 


whom the financers lived in ſuch intelligence, that 


they made utc occaſionally of their names, without 


admitting them to more than very ſmall ſhares, 


were engaged to procure. They then treated, un. 


der thele borrowed names, with tradeſmen and 


purveyors, who commonly ſer ved them at the low- 
G 3 


on 
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eſt prices, and contrived to charge to the King 
double cr triple the real expence “. 

The following fact I had from the King himſelt. 
Very conſiderable arrears were due from the royal 
trealury to the Swiſs ſoldiers, German horſe, and 
other foreigners in the French pay. The council 
ſuborned a man, named Otoplote, who gave the 
receivers deputed by theſe foreigners to underſtand, 
that they muſt never expect to be paid, unleſs they 
conſented to reduce their demands to ſuch a mo- 
derate ſum, as could be given them, without drain- 
ing the exchequer. The reduction was agreed to; 
but the gentlemen of the council charged the whole 
ſum to the King's account, and by this means robbed 
his Miyjeſty, or rather the lawſul creditors, ot the 
overplus. | 

To this many other frauds of the ſame kind may 
be added. Theſe gentlemen revelled in luxury, 
while the King and his houſchold wanted necetlurics, 
A few days after that, on which his Majeſty 
wrote to me, he ſent to inform them that he had 
occaſion for eight hundred thoutand crowns, for 
an enterpriſe of importance (the fiege of Arras) 
he intreated, he conjured, them to let him have this 
ſum, but in vain; all the anſwer he could get was, 
that ſo far from being able to furnith him with 
woat he demanded, they knew not how to ſupply 
the expences of his houſchold. It is indeed curious 
to fee how-this houſchold was ſupported. * I 
« am,” ſays this amiable and worthy Prince, in 
a letter to me, very near my enemies, and hard- 
« ly a horſe to carry me into the battle, nor a 
« complete ſuit of armour to put on; my ſhirts 
6 are all ragged, my doubleis Þ out at clbows, my 

«© kettle 


This has been too much the caſc with Britain in the wars of 
1743 and 1755 

ft © I have ſecn upon him, (ſays Le Grain, I. 8.) a coat of plain 

© white cloth, that was very much ſoiled by his breaſtplate, 

« and 


* 
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« kettle is ſeldom on the fire, and theſe two laſt 
« days I have ſhift for a dinner, my purveyors. 
« having informed me, that they have no longer 
« wherewithal to furnith my table.” That of the 
gentlemen of the council were better provided. 
Heary, in his letter, deplored theſe monttrous a- 
buics, lets on his own account than on his people's, 
whom he taid he looked upon as his children, ſince 
Heaven had given him no others, and propoſed, 
to me the deliga ot aflembling the ſtates ot the 
kingdom, to conlider of a remedy tor all thele 
abuics. | 

I obeyed the order the King gave me to burn 
bis letter, but not till I had taken a copy of it; and 
as the realons tor kecping it ſecret now no longer 
{ublilt, | think it my duty to publiſh che contents, 
as a proof of the wildom and goodaocis of this 
Prince. His Myelty concluded his letter with 
ordering me to come to him in Picardy, and to 
conduct his mittreis thither. We were. the only 
pertons to whom he could diiclole his thoughts 
with freedom. The letter from Madam de Lian- 
court was very ſhort; in it ſhe intormed me, that 
ſhe would ſet out the Tuctday following, in order 


torcach Maubuiflon on Wednetday, where the had 


a fitter, who was abbels,” and that ſhe would wait 
for me till that time at Paris. | 

I arrived at Coroeil on Saturday evening, in- 
tending to pals part of Sunday, and all Monday, 
at Paris, having tome purchates ro make for the 
palace. Juſt as | entered the ſtrect de la Coutel- 
liere, I met a meſſenger from Madam de Lian- 
court, who acquuinted me, that that lady having 
received treth letters trom the King, and alio an 
account that her liiter, the abbeſs vt Mauvbuillong 
was ill, the had determincd to tet out betore the 


© and torn in the ſleeves; as alſo ſtockings that were much worn 
** and holed through on the iword-fide,” 
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anſwered me bluntly, 
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day appointed, and that I might join her at Pontoiſe. 
I ſuſpected this lady had an intention to make 
her court to the King at the expence of my dilato- 
rineſs; I therefore altered my relolation,' and told 
my people, that I would go that fame night to 


Maubuiſſon, without ſtopping at Paris, but on 


while | refreſhed myſelt, and baited my horſes, 
which I did at the firſt inn I came to, whole ſign 
was the three pigeons. 'The mention of this inn 
recals to my remembrance a comical adventure 
which happened to me there. | 

Going up ſtairs without any attendants, into a 
very large chamber, I there tound a man walking 
about it very faſt, and ſo ablorbed in thought, 
that he neither ſaluted me, nor, as I imagine, 
perceived any entrance. Looking at him with 
more attention, every thing in his perſon, his 
manner, drels, and phiſiognomy, appeared to me 
very uncommon; his body was long and lank, 
his viſage emaciated and ſhrivelled, his beard thin 
and forked ; had a large hat on his head, which 
covered his face, a cloak buttoncd cloſe at the 
collar, boots of an enormous ſize, a fword that 
trailed on the ground, and in his hand a large 
double bag, like thoſe that are tied to faddle-bows. 
I aſked him, pretty loud, it he lodged in that 
chamber, and why he ſeemed in ſuch profound 
contemplation? My man diſdaining the quceition, 
without ſaluting, or even deigning to look at me, 
that he was in his own 
chamber, and that he was thinking of his own 
affairs, as I might do of mine. Although I was 
a little ſurpriſcd at his impertinence, I neverthe- 


lets defired him very civily to permit me to dine 
in that chamber; 


a propoſal which he received 
grumbling, and was followed by a refufal ſtill leſs 
polite. That moment three of my gentlemen, 
my pages, and ſome foutmen, entering the room, 

my brutal companion thought fit. to ſoften bis: 
looks 
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11. looks and words, pulled off his hat, and offered 
"Y me every thing in his power: then ſuddenly, eyes 
ks ing me with a fixed look, aſked me, with a wild 


air, where I was going? TI told him to meet the 115 
Id King:“ What, Sir,” replied he, “ has the King 
« ſent for you? Pray tell me on what day and 
« hour you received his letters, and alſo at what 
« hour you let out.“ 34 

It was not difficult to diſcover an aſtrologer by i 
thele queſtions, which he aſked me with an invin- 
cible gravity, I was further obliged to tell him my 
age, and to allow him to look into my hands. 

After all theſe ceremonials were over, © Sir," 
ſaid he with an air of ſurpriſe and reſpect, “ I wilt x 
« reſign my chamber to you very willingls, and $ 
« before it be long, many more p2rſoas will quit 
« their places to you with more regret than I do» oF 
© mine,” The more I pretended to be aſtoniſhed: = 
at his great abilities, the more he endeavoured to | 
give me proots of them; he promiſed: me riches, 
honours, and power, (aſtrologers are ſeldom nigg If 
gards), and added, that if I would inform him of 1 
the hour of my birth, he would tell me all that had, 
or ever would happen to me: but without deſiring 
to know my name, or telling me his, he thought 
proper, after theſe words, to leave me precipitate- 
, ly, excuſing himſelf for not ſtaying longer with me, 
1 upon the necelliry he was under to carry ſome pa- | 

pers immediately to his advocate and procurator.- I + Wl 

made no efforts to detain him: but it was not the j 

ſame with my people, whom I perceived to be ſei- 

zed with fear and reſpect at every word this mad» 

man uttered. I diverted my wife with an account 

| of this little adventure in the firft letter I wrote to 
her, 


' In the evening I arrived at Maubuiſſon, which 
| 
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is a fort of ſuburb to Pontoiſe: there I met Ma- 
dam de Liancourt, with whom I took the road 
next day ta Clermont. I rode about ſeven or 

eight 
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eight hundred paces before the litter in which this 
lady was, and which was followed at ſome diſtance 
by a great unweildy coach that carried her women; 
before and behind this coach marched ſeveral mules 
loaded with baggage. About a league from Cler— 
mont, where the road was very narrow, a ſteep 
hill on one fide, and a hanging valley on the other, 
leaving only room enough tor two carriages to go 
a-breait ; the coachman alighting upon ſome occa- 
ſion or other, one of the mulcs paſing near the 
ſide of the coach, after it ſtupped, by its neighing, 
and the found of its bells, fo terrified the hortes, 
which unfortunately -happened to be young and 
ſkittiſh, that, taking the bit between their teeth, 
they drew the coach along with ſuch rapidity, that 
meeting with two other mules, they rode them 
down. The women within, ſecing a thouſand a- 
byſſes opened under their feet, apprehended their 
danger, and ſent forth moſt doleful cries. In vain 
did the coachman and muteteers call, bawl, and 
ſtrain z the horſes could not be ſtopped. They 
were already within fifty paces of the litter, when 
Madam de Liancourt, alarmed by the noiſe, look- 
ed out at the coach- door. She gave a frightful 
ſhriek upon ſeeing no poſſibility of preventing her 
litter from being overturned. I allo turned back, 
and trembling at the danger in which I ſaw this la- 
dy and her retinue, without being able to al- 
{iſt them on account of the diſtance I was at, 


« Ah! friend,” faid I to La-Font, „the women 
6% will be daſhed in pieces, what will become of us? 


« and what will the King ſay?” While I was thus 
ſpeaking, I puſhed my horſe forward with all my 
ſtrength 3 but this was needlets, and I ſhould have 
come too late. 

By one of thoſe lucky chances, which have in 
them ſomething miraculous, When the danger 
was greateſt, the axlc=tree of the little wheels co- 
ming out of the nave by a violent ſhock, which 

| brake 
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broke the pegs, the two wheels fell on each ſide, 
and the coach to the ground, and there ſtopped; 
one of the hindmoſt horſes was thrown down by 
the ſhock, and kept in the other; the fore horſes 
broke their traces, and paſted fo cloſe to the litter, 
which was already at the extremity of the preci- 
pice, that it is plain, if they had drawn the coach 
along with it, it would have been thrown over 
ir. I ſtopped them, and gave them to my dome- 
ſtics to hold; after which I flew to relieve Ma- 
dam de Liancover, who was half dead with fright. 
I went next to the coach, and affiſted the women 
to get out of it: they were for having the coach- 
man hanged, and I was complaiſant enough to 
cane him ſoundly. At length their terrors being 
entirely diſſipated, and the carriage refitted, we 
reſumed our journey; and till we arived at Cler- 
mont, I continued to ride cloſe to Madam de Lian- 
court's litter, 

The King had ſet out 15 this place to meet his 
miſtreſs, and arrived there a quarter of an hour 
after us. I did not fail to inform him immediate» 
ly of what had happened; and while I was relating 
this adventure, I obſerved him attentively, and ſaw 
him turn pale and tremble. By theſe emotions, 
which I never perceived in him in the greateſt dan- 
gers, it was katy to judge of the violence of his 
paſſion for this lady. 

The firſt moments were given to tenderneſs; 
after which the King conſulted with me concern- 
ing the ſtate of his affairs. That which was of 
moſt conſequence at preſent, was the advice he 
had juſt received, by a letter from Rouen, that 
the Duke of Montpenſier, engaged more ſtrictly 


than ever with the factious courtiers, had formed 


a very dangerous deſign againſt his royal perſon 


(this deſign was not explained); and that he was 


endeavouring, by all ſorts of methods, to gain 
himlclf dependants. The King was ſo much the 
| more 
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more afflicted at this news, as he really loved the 
Duke of Montpenſier; and ſince policy hindereq 
him from marrying his ſiſter to the Count of 
Soiſſons, or any of the Princes of Lorrain, he was 
accuſtomed to look upon this Prince as his future 
brother-in-law. He inſiſted that all other buſineſs 
being poſtponed for this, I ſhould go immediately 
to Rouen, and there either prevail upon the Duke 
of Montpenſier to return to his duty, or diſconcert 
all his intrigues. 

I ſtaid fix days at Rouen, and during that time 
I had ſufficient reaſon to be convinced that the 
imputations againſt this Prince were abſolute] 
falſe, and an artifice of thoſe who ſought to throw 
the government into confuſion. The Duke of 
Montpenſier, whoſe ſentiments were very differ. 
ent from thoſe of which he was accuſed, ſuffered 


nothing to appear, either in his actions or diſcourſe, 


but what proved his ſtrict attachment to the King, 
Thoſe perſons with whom he had had the cloſeſt 
connections, durſt not in his preſence avow any 
principle contrary to his, and deſpaired of ever 
gaining him. One day when he did me the ho- 


Nour to invite me to dine with him, he talked to 


me of his reſolution to continue inviolable in his 
duty to the King, with a candour and freedom which 
thoſe who know him are ſenſible he would not 
have been capable of, had he been conſcious of 
any ſecret guilt; and although he did not ſeek to 
juſtify himſelf, yet innocence carries along with 


it certain ſilent proofs, which can hardly be miſta- 


ken. He embraced me ſeveral times as a man 
who was dear to him by being faithfully devoted 


to the King; and on that account promiſed me 


his friendſhip, of which I have ſince had many in- 
ſtances. 1 mentioned to 'him his marriage with 
the Princeſs Catharine, as an affair in which the 
King was as ſolicitous for his ſucceſs as he him- 
ſelf could be. He confeſſed to me, that he had ne- 


ver 
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e rer deſired any thing with ſo much ardour as th: 

d potſ.flion of this Princeſs, but that he durſt not "B 

f flatter himſelf with a hope of obtaining her, ſince in 

$ he had not qualities, he ſaid, capable of gaining iy 

0 her heart, or of ſubduing the aſcendant the Count "HY 

s of Soiſſons had over him. I remained entirely = 

7 ſatisfied with the Duke of Montpenſier's ſenti- VB 

e ments, and reſolved to give a good account of them 4 

t tothe King, The remainder of the time I ſtaid at i 
Rouen I employed in renewing my former friend- Mi 

c ſhips with ſeveral perſons, among whom were the i 

e firſt Preſident de Boquemare, Meſſieurs de Lan- | 

5 W quetor, De Gremonville, De Bourgtheroulde, De F$ 

f Bernicre, all members of the parliament; the Ab- | 

f bots de Tiron and Martinbault; the Sicurs De 


i Motteville, Des Hameaux, De Meſnil, Captain of 
the old palace; De La-Haulle, De Menencourt, | 
, Du Mefnil-bafil, and others, by whom I was treat- F 
. ed, and whom I treated in my turn. I lodged with a 
t La-Pile, one of my particular friends. f 
V | found the King ſtill at Amiens “, where, a 
r few days after, arrived deputics from the principal 
p cities of Provence and Languedoc, whoſe compli» 
| 


) ments and harangues his Majeſty received with his 
$ uſual goodneſs, The deputy from Marſeilles was 
1 heard with moſt pleaſure, as he ſpoke for a city ſo 
t ancient, and at all times ſo faithful to its ſove- 
| reigns, | | 

) The King being not only undeceived by my re- 
1 port of the Duke of Montpenſier, but alſo more 
. than ever convinced of his affection, reſolved to 
1 make one effort more in his favour: and unfortu- 
| natcly I was the perſon whom he fixed upon to 


L * The deputies of the town of Amiens ſpeaking to him, in their 
. addreſs, of Henry L[11.'s goodneſs; “ Yes,” ſays he to them, 
. ** he was a good Prince, but he was afraid of you; and for my 


part | neither fear nor love you.” Le Grain, Decade d Henry le 
Grand, |. 10. 
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diſcharge this new commiſſion. Having ſent for 
me one night to his bedfide, he told me, that, un— 
der a pretence of viſitiog the Princcts Cacharine, 
I muſt go and endeavour to prevail upon her to 
give the Duke of Montpenſier that place in her 
heart which the Count of Soiflons “, notwith. 
ſtanding the facrifice of the marriage«contract, ſill 
poſſeſſed. After what had happened to me at 


Chartres upon this occaſion, I thought it preſump- | 


tuouns to embark in an aflair in which it was im- 
poſſible to ſucceed. I] conjured the King not to 
expoſe me, by this new atiempt, to the eternal ha- 
tred of this Prince!s and the Count. My intreatics, 
preſſing as they were, had no-tk&: he anſwered 
me only with the proverb,“ A good maſter, 3 
* bold icrvant;” and obedience was the only choice 
left me. 

My laſt reſource was to demand my commiſſion 
in writing, that it might ſecure me againſt the fate 
of many courtiers, who have been diſpraced for 
acting with a blind obedience to their maſter, a- 
gainſt perſons of that rank; and, befives a letter of 
compliment to the Princeſs, ] required a ſecond, 
in which he ſhould tell the motives of my journey, 
the nature of his orders, and the manner and ar- 


- guments by which he deſired I ſhould inforce 


them. When I made this propoſal, the King, 
always tenacious of what concerned his honour, re. 
plied, that his greateſt enemies never demanded 
ſtronger ſecurity than his word, I anſwered, by 
aſſuring him, that J would never make uſe of it 
but in caſes of extremity z and that if the Princeſs 
ſhould appear diſpoſed to comply with his defires, 
provided I could convince her, that I acted ſolely 
by his authority, this writing would chen be necct- 


* 


she uſed to ſay to ſuch as ſpoke to her by the King's order, 

« Above all things, 1 will have my Count.” Majbicu, tom, 2+ 
L a. p. 628. 
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fary. The King yizlded to this laſt argument; and, 
being furnithed with this authentic writing, Jet out 
for Fountainebleau, where the Princels then was, 
extremely perplexed with the commiſſion 1 had un- 
dertaken, | | 
I {taid only one day at Paris, from whence I 
went to the Princeis, who expected me with ſome 
impatience, the King having intormed her ſome 
days before by Lomenie of my intended journey, 
without explaining the occalion of it. She had 


flattered herſelf, (for love, if it fears all, hopes all 


like wie), that I might poſſibly be come to make 
the Count of Soiflons happy; and this thought 
made me happy allo, as long as it laſted, which 
was the two firſt days; for thoſe I thought neceſ- 
ſary to give to civility and compliments. She al- 
tered her behaviour on the third, when ſhe found 
that I oaly introduced the ſuhject of her love with 
no intention, but to declare to her, that the Count 


of Soiilyns had, by his imprudeat conduct, in- 


cenled the King to ſuch a degree, that ſhe ought 
no longer to think of making him her huſband ; 
for I judged it proper to begin by removing one 
lover, before [ endeavoured to introduce another. 
although in ſpeaking of the Count de Soiſſons, 
I made ute of the geatleit terms that my imagina- 
tion could ſuggeſt, he had in the Princeſs fo zea- 
lous an advocate, that her anſwer was a ſeries of 
the harſheſt epithets, and menaces to deprive me 
of the King's favour. Aſtoniſhed at a rage ſo 
ſudden aud viotent, L thought of nothing but ap- 
praſing her, otherwiſe my commilion would have 
tuat moment been at an end. I therefore intreated 


her to hear mie, and began a tedious ſpeech, of 


which I knew not myſelf the end. And firſt 1 in- 
troduced a long and cloqueat proteſtation of my 
reſpect, attachment, and earnclt defire to ferve 


her; during which I racked my imagination, in 


Vain, to turzith me with the means of calming her 
& 2 miad, 
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mind, ſince what it was moſt neceſſary ſhe ſhould 
hear, namely, the Count of Soiſſons inſolent be. 
haviour to the King, was preciſely what would 
moſt readily work her into a paſſion. I ventured, 
however, to break through this difficulty, and con- 
jured her to reflect ſeriouſly whether this Prince 
had, by his whole conduct, deſerved that the King 


 thould endeavour to make him happy. It was the 


hope only that a diſcourſe, whoſe beginning was ſo 
difagreeable, would end in a manner favourable to 
her paſſion, that obliged the Princeſs to give any at- 


_ tention to me; which I judged by thoſe emotions of 


anger and diſdain which alternately appeared in the 
fluſhing and paleneſs of her face. 

I continued to lay before her, with all the mode- 
ration imaginable, the many cauſes of diſſatiſ. 
faction which the Count had given the King, par. 
ticularly his behaviour in Burgundy, certainly in- 
excuſable even in the eyes of a miſtreſs. I uſed, 
however, the precaution to repeat it frequently, that, 
for my own part, I believed the Count to be ve— 
ry diſtant from thoſe ſentiments which, from his 
conduct, might be aſcribed to him: I dwelt upon 
the conſequences it muſt unavoidably have, at a 
time when a proceſs was actually commenced a» 
gainſt the Princeſs of Conde, by which the Prince 
her ſon, ſtill a Huguenot, lived uncertain of his 
ſtate, in a kind of exile at Rochelle. This affair 
being of the number of thoſe in which juſtice a- 
lone was not ſufficient, the friends of the young 
Prince would have found it difficult to have ſcatter- 
ed thoſe accuſations againſt the mother, and ſe— 


cured to the ſon his rank of firſt Prince of the 


blood, and preſumptive heir to the crown, if the 
King, by ſuppreſſing the records and evidence of 
the proceſs, as he did at laſt, had not intereſted 
himſelf in the juſtification of the one, and in the 
defence of the other. I made the Princeſs ſen- 
ſible, that the Count was maſter of his own fate, 


but 
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uld hut that he made ſo bad an uſe of the King's fa- 

be. vourable diſpoſitions towards him, that he would 

uld infallibly oblige him to engage in the intereſts of 

cd, his rival. In ſhort, I imagine, I {aid enough to have 

* mide any other think the Prince highly culpable. 

ace The Princeſs, who, during this diſcourſe, had 

ing fallen into a reverie, occaſioned more by vexation 

the than prudent reflections, ivterrupted me here, to 

19 haſten to that concluſion of which at firſt I had gi - 

to ven her a favourable proſpect, and which ſeemed 4 
at. more remote in proportion as I lengthened my þ 
0 f ſpeech. But having once begun, ſhe was not ſuffi» = 
he ciently miltreſs of herſelf, to ſtop where ſh- intend- 


ed; and giving way to the rage that filled her heart, 
ſhe fell upon me a ſecoad time, who, ſhe ſaid, on- 
Iy ſought to deceive her, and upon the King her 
brother, ** who loves me fo much,” ſaid the iro- 
pically, “that he. cannot reſolve to get rid of me;“ 
and as a proof entered into a long enumeration of 1 
her lovers: amongſt whom it would have bee n eaſy pf 
for me to prove, that the had miſſed of an eſtabliſh- 
ment through her own fault; as when the refuſed 
the King of Scotland. In the courſe of her com- 
plains the neither ſpared the Queen her mother, if 
nor King Henry III. who, the ſaid, had all conſpi- i 
red to keep her tingle. Her ſtock of rancour being 1 
alm ſt exhauſted by fo many invectives, the fofter 
palhun took its place, and naturally turned her 
thoughts on the Count of Suittons z a tubject which 
ſhe treated no leis amply, but in a manner very dife 
ferent from the former. | 
At length, recollcCting that her defign, by inter- 
rupting me, was to haar that advice by which, E 
told her, all paſt errors might be repaired, the 
aſked me poſitively What that advice was, but with 
the ſame tone of malignant raillery z by which 1 
was (till better convinced that her mind was irri- 
tated beyond the power of human eloquence to 
cure. But, preſled by the queſtion, I replied, 
H 3 64 By 
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« By the Count of Soiſſons doing the very con- 
« trary of what he has hitherto done.” The 
obſervations I made while I pronounced theſe few 
words, were ſufficient to perſuade me, that it would 
be to no purpoſe to propoſe the Duke of Mont. 
penſier to her. I therefore looked upon my com. 
miſſion to be at an end, or rather abſolutely fry. 
ſtrated; aud all I aimed at now, was to draw 
myſelf out of this embarraſſment, by expreſſions 
ſo vague and general, that the Princeſs might not 
take any advantage of me, nor afterwards maintain, 
that 1 had failed in my promiſe to her. Nothing is 
more eaſy than this kind of diſcourſe. I entered at 
firſt-upon the neceſſary duties of crowned heads, 
but did not infiſt long upon this ſubject; though I 
drew no other inference, but that the King could 
not be reproached with any failure in his. This 
introduced another diſcourſe in form, divided into 
ſeveral parts, wherein Henry's gentleneſs of diſpo- 
fition was coptouſly diſcuſſed; and to conclude by 
ſomething ſtill clearer, ſince the Princeſs, contrary 
ro my expectations, had patience enough to liſten 
to ſo tedious an harangue, I affured her in a few 
words, that Henry's temper was ſuch, that I was 
confident, he would be eaſily prevailed upon to con- 
fent to every thing that was reaſonable. 
The Princeſs ſurpriſed at ſo precipitate a con- 
cluſion, aſked me, indeed with ſome appearance of 
reaſon, if I had nothing more to ſay to her; for 
it is certain, that I had made much travel but little 
progreſs. I replied, that I had ſtill a great many 
things to add. This long converſation having laſt- 
ed till night, I depended upon having  wearied the 
Princeſs fo much, that the would take an abſolute . 
leave of me: but I was miſtaken ; ſhe gave me on- 
ly till the next day to ſatisfy her demands, and left 
me with a ſullen and malignant air, accompanied 
with a glance, and ſome interjeftions, which I heard 
as I went out, upon the trick I had played her at 
dats Chartres; 
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Chartres; from whence I preſaged nothing favour» 
able for the ſucceſs of my commiſſion. ; 

I ſhould have been the moſt preſumptuous of all 
men, if, after this, I could have flattered myſelf 
with being able to bring her to the point we deſi- 
red. Indeed I was ſo far from entertaining ſuch 
a thought, that how happy ſhould I have been, if 
the Princeſs, in quitting me, had commanded me 
never to appear before her again ? I went, however, 
to wait upon her at the appointed hour, which was 
after ſhe had dined. She had repaired to her cabi- 
net earlier than uſual, and continued there ſhut 
up, conferring with the ladies De Rohan, de la 
Guiche, de la Barre, and De Neufvy, from none 
of whom I had the leaſt reaſon to expect any good 
offices. I waited in her chamber, talking to the 
ladies De Gratians and Pangeac, and two other 
young ladies, who were as much inclined to favour 
me as the others to do the contrary. I told them, 
that I ſhould not have been ſorry, if they had been 
in the Princeſs's cabinet inſtead of thoſe ladies that 
were then with her, who, I was perſuaded, were 
that very moment giving her very bad counſels. 
They told me, I ought not to imagine ſo, but in a 
tone that confirmed me ſtill more in my opinion. 

It was an hour at leaſt before the Princeſs came 
out; ſhe had been all this time preparing herſelf, 
and perceiving me, told me that ſhe was going to 
give me her anſwer ; the purport of which it was 
not difficult to guels, by the formal, cold, and con- 
temptuous air with which ſhe pronounced theſe 
words, I followed her in great uneaſineis; but 
ſhe ſpared me the pain of ſpeaking firſt, by telling 
me, that ſhe acquitted me of all I had promiled to 
inform her of, and that now I had nothing to do 
but to hear her in my turn: then aſſuming an air 
ſtill more haughty and contemptuous, ſhe treated 


me, in the preſence of all thoſe witneſſes, (I am ob- 


liged to confeſs it), like the baſeſt of men, who, ſhe 
faid, took upon myſelf the character of a Ree 
It 0 
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of importance, and an able politician, while, in 
reality, 1 was a vile and infamous paraſite, who had 
endeavoured to extort from her own mouth a con- 
te ſfion of faults, of which neither ſhe nor the 
Count had ever been guilty, to make my court to 
the King, who was himſelf aſhamed of the part [ 
acted. The Princets could not here avoid falling iuto 
the female fault of betraying, by an exuberance of 
words, the reſerve ſhe had reſolved to maintain, 
Something which I had ſaid the evening before, re- 
lating to her conduct, and to that of the Count de 
Soiſſons in Barn, occurring to her memory, ſhe 
entered into an unſeaſonable defence of it. Pan- 
geac was called a great loggerhead, who had not 
yet received his full deſerts; my comment upon we 
duties of Kings was found highly unbecoming 
then recalling herſelf from this rambling ſtrain, the 
told me, that, to cloſe all with a few words, and 
to hinder me from boaſting of my commiſſion, ſhe 
ave me to underſtand, that I was raſh and impru- 
= to the laſt degree, to concern mylelt with the 
affairs of a perſon ſo far above me; I, that was on- 
Iy a private gentleman, whole higheſt honour it 
had been to be brought up in her family, and who, 
as well as all my relations, had ſubſiſted only upon 
the bounty of the Princes of Navarre; that the 
fate of all thoſe who, like me, ungratcful for paſt 
benefits, durſt preſume to interfere betwixt nf e 
ſo nearly united, was to be ſacrificed ſooner or la- 
ter, without the honour of baving my interpoſition 
known to be the cauſe. From a woman theſe ex- 
preffions might be endured; but, as the Princeſs 
was well aflured, that no man whatever, not even 
the Count ot Suiſlons, although a prince of the 
blood, durft talk ro me in that way, ſhe added, 
as the higheſt affront ſhe could think of, that all 
thc had laid was in the Count's name, as well as her 
own. The concluſion of this ſpeech was of a piece 


with all the reſt; ſhe threatened with an excels of 


rage, to ruin me for ever with the King by a ſingle 
Word 
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word, and forbad me, for the future, to appear in 
any place where ihe might happen to be. 

do not believe any diſtinction of rank or ſex 
can authoriſe the uſe of expreſſions fo abufive: 
certainly it cannot be vanity in me to repeat them z 
but, as the Princeſs added endeavours to words, and 
obliged me to take meaſures for my own defence, 


in which, for the firſt time, I waved that ſubmiſ- 


ſion which I owed to a Princeſs, the fiſter of my 
King, I cannot better prove the neceſſity { was un- 
der to take ſuch ſteps, than by faithfully relating 
thoſe converſations, and even the very words that 
were uſed, Although my pride ſuffered greatly by 
this ſhameful treatment, I had diſcretion, and even 
policy enough, not to ſuffer it to appear; I ſay po- 
licy, for had my countenance expreſſed the leaſt e- 
motion, or my reply the leaſt bitterneſs, the Prin- 
ceſs, without hearing me, would have left me in a 
triumph, which it was neceſſary I ſhould leſſen bes» 
fore thoſe perſons who were either accomplices or 
witnefles of the ſcene. | 

I began therefore with the falſe timidity of a man 
who is ſolicitous to exculpate himſelf; and that I 
might engage the Princeſs to hear all I had to ſay, 
I told her, that I was very much grieved to find, 


that bad counſels had made her diſcover a meaning 


in my words that I had never intended, and had 
drawn upon me a treatment I could not poſſibly 
deſerve; that it was eaſy for me to convince her 
how little I merited thoſe reproaches ſhe had caſt 
upon me; and to begin with the Count of Soiſſons, 
the knew, that in all I had ſaid relating to him, I 
had added, that, for my own part, I was abſolute- 
ly convinced of the rectitude of his intentions, By 
this introduction I ſtopped the Princeſs, who ſup» 
poſed ſhe ſhould ſoon have the pleaſure to fee me 

at her feet imploring pardon, 
I went on with the ſame compoſure to tell her, 
that, to remove the diſpleaſure the ſeemed to en- 
tertain, 
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tertain, that a private gentleman, and one unwor. 
thy to approach her, ſhould be ſent to treat with 
her, I begged leave to remind her, that although, 
by the prodigality of my anceſtors, I was neither 
poſſi ſſe d of the eſtate nor dignities to which 1 had 
a claimy yet that above a hundred thouland crowns 
had been carried by the daughters of my family in- 
to the houſes of Bourbon and Auſtria “; and that, 
far from being a charge to the King ſince 1 had 
been in Lis ſervice, his Majeſty had ſometimes given 
me the pleaiure to fee him have recourſe to me in 
his neceſſities. I acknowledged, however, that no- 


thing could juſtify my having exceeded his Maje- 


ſty's orders, it 1 had really been capable of doing to, 
Thar moment, raking another paper of the King's 
out of my pocket, addreſſed to the Princels, in 
form of a letter, I took advantage of the aſtoniſh- 
ment into which I had caſt her, to tell her, that, to 
finiſh my meſſage before J quitted her for ever, I 
declared to her, as her ſervant, that his Majeſty, 
holding the place of her father, and being likewile 
her maſter and king, ſhe had no other part to take 
than ſubmiſſion to his will; chat, without liſtening 
to any thing the Count of Soiſſons could ſuggeſt, 
ſhe muſt reſolve either to accept of a huſband from 
the King her brother, or incur the lols of his ta- 
vour; that, in this laſt caſe, it would be a very ſenſi- 
ble mortification to her, after having held the rank 
of a Queen, to ſce herſelf reduced to a very incon- 
_iderabie fortune, ſince ſhe was not ignorant, that; 
beſides the prelents the King had beſtowed, in 
the reſignation be made her of thoſe eitates ſhe at 
prelent enjoyed, he had conſulted rather the dic- 
tates of his own heart, than the laws and cuſtoms 


of Navarre, which might have given her a proviſion 


nothing near ſo conſiderable. 


U refer the reader to the explanation I have given in the he- 
inning of thele memoirs, about the alliances of the houſe ot Be- 
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Theſe laſt. words drew the Princeſs, in ſpite of 
herſelf. our of that ſcorntul inſenſibility and diſdain 
which ſhe had affected to thow, to precipitate her 
into the preateſt tran{port of rage of which any 
woman could be capable. After giving vent to all 
that anger could infpire, ſhe went furiouſly into 
her cabinet; and I withdrew with great compoſure 
towards the ſtair-caſe, whither Madam de Neutvy 
came running after me, to tell me, that the Prin- 
ceſs had ſent her to demand the letter I had ſhewn 
her. This was a new ſtratagem of thoſe four la- 
dies, who had per:uaded the Princeſs, that ſhe 
would ruin me more effectually with the King, if 
ſhe could make it appear, that I had ſacrificed his 
M.jeltv's letter, I perceived the ſnare that was laid 
for me, and | repli-d to Madam de Neufvy, that I 
was ſurprited the Princeſs after having refuſed to 
hear the contents of the letter, ſhould ſend imme» 
diately to demand it. I added, that I would com- 
municate it only to the Princets, and read it only 
once to her, having occaſion for it myſelf. This 
was not what the mefſſenger wanted, and the return» 
ed without making me any reply. 

I went that evening to Moret, where my wife then 
was, and ſtaying with her only one day, ſet out the 
next for Paris, to meet my courier, whom I had 
ſent from Fountainebleuu with diſpatches to the King. 
But 1 was greatly ſurprifed when, inſtead of him, I 
ſaw young Boefle, the Princeis's ſteward ot the houſe» 
hold, arrive with a letter, at which I was ſtill more 
ſurpriſed when 1 ſaw it was from the King. 1 knew 
that Boeſſe was the perſon whom ſhe ſent with her 
diſpatches to his Majeſty, I found that this letter 
had been ſent open to the Princeſs, and had not 
been tranſmitted to me till it had paſſed through 
her hands, and that the had ſealed it with her own 
ſeal: all theſe circumſtances left me no room to 
doubt of my misfortune, which by a ſad forebo- 
ding in my mind was {till more confirmed, and I os 

pened 
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pened the letter trembling. My fears were but too 
juſt. Inſtead of praiſes, and thoſe expr: lions of 
eſteem and confidence with which the Kivg's let- 
ters to me were generally filled, my eyes were 
ſtruck with a ſevere command to make the Prin. 
ceſs ſatis faction. His Majeſty “ could. not ſuf. 
« fer (theſe were his words) that one of his ſub- 
« jects ſhould affront a Princeſs, and his ſiſter, 
« without puniſhing him immediately for his fault, 
« if he did not repair it by ſubmiſſions.” 

I was aſtoniſhed, I own, with this mortifying 
blow, and ſo much the more, as, having no reaſon 
to imagine, that the King had not received my let. 
ter, I taw that it was after he had read it that I was 
thus treated. What reflections did I not then make 
upon the misfortune of being employed in recon- 
ciling the great, and upon the danger of ſerving 
Kings. I could reproach myſelf with nothing in 
regard to Henry. I had ſerved him four and twen- 


ty years with an unwearied aſſiduity, and a zeal 


that nothing could allay: it was with reluftancy 
that I accepted this laſt diſagreeable cemm: Mon; 
the writing which I had obtained of the King con- 
tained many things more ſevere than any 1 had 
ſaid to the Princeſsz and I had ſuppreſſed them at 
a time when it would, perhaps, have been cxcula- 


ble to have aggravated them. My guile was, at 


moſt, a too faithful obedience; yet his Majeſty ſa- 
crificed me cruelly, without any regard to my rea- 
ſons, or his own expreſs commands. I was ſenſi- 
bly affected with this injuſtice, and all my thoughts 
ran upon reſolutions for ever to quit the court. 
But ſcarce had 1 formed theſe refolutions when 
a thouſand motives concurred to make. me change 
them. Henry, as I had already often proved, bad 
acquired ſuch an empire over my inclinations, that 
aſter repeated reſolutions on my fide to quit him, a 
ſingle word from him has drawn me to him as it 
were by enchantment. To this was added the con- 
ſideration 
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ſideration of my own intereſt. By liſtening to my 
reſentment, I was expoſing myſelf to loſe the rewards 
of my long lervices, when I was juſt upon the point 
of obtaining them, and at a time when, being diſin- 
herited by the Viſcount de Gand, 1 loſt an eſtate 
of fifty thouſand livres a year; exhauſted by a long 
and expenſive ſervice,” having a houſe to renew, 
and menaced with a numerous family by the ferti- 
lity of my wife, thefe expected rewards were all my 
reſource, and the only foundation 1 had to build 
upon. But, on the other fide, how could I endure 
to ſuffer, like a criminal, the haughty and con- 
emptuous behaviour of a Princels, with whom I 
had juſt before maintained a character ſo different, 
and who would make this cup as bitter for me as 
ſhe was able? The agitation and griet of my mind 
may be eaſily imagined, by any one who can tuppoſe 
himſelf in my place. 

At length I took the moſt prudent part I could, 
but it was far from ſuſpending the uncatineſs that 
preyed upon my ſpirits; 1 feigned ſickneſs, and 
the deep melancholy with which I was ſeized, was 
in reality capable of communicating to my body 
ſome part of the diſorder of my mind. I diſcovered 
to no perſon whatever the cauſe of my. grief, but 
{eat tor a phyſician, who making me tremble for 
the conſequences of a diſeaſe entirely of my own 
making, promiled, however, to reſtore me to health, 
by pleutiful bleeding and purging. 

at four o'clock in the afternoon another phyſi- 
cian arrived, for whom the cure of my diſtemper 
was referved z this was Picaut, my courier, whom 
I had waited for impatiently, to take, upon the ac- 
counts he ſhould bring me, my laſt refolutions. Af- 
ter informing me that he had had the misfortune to 
ſtrain his ankle, which was the cauſe that the 
Princeſs's courier came to the King before him, he 


preſented me with a letter, in this Prince's own - 


hand-writing, which removed all my complaints. 
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Henry told me in it, that I had reaſon to be offendeg 
with the contents of his former letter, which he 
Had written in one of thole ſudden tranſports that | 
knew were natural to him, and upon <xaggerated 
complaints, joined to the inſtinces and importunis 
ties of his ſiiter; but that, to calm my unealineſ;, 
he aſſured me he would diſavow nothing | had ſaid, 
in which, at he failed, he would permit me to make 
ule of his own letter againſt him He concluded 
with theſe words, Come to me, that you may 
„ inform me more particularly of all that has pail. 

« ed, and drpend .upon being as well received by 
© me as you have ever been, although 1 ſhould be 
« forced to take up the old motto of the houlc of 
« Bourbon, Let who will grumble, Aditu, my 
« friend,” 

Ia this kind familiarity I knew again my old ma- 
Ner. This letter was dated the i7th of May, and 
the firſt the 15th, and both from Amiens, for which 
place 1 ſet out very early in the morning, and ar- 
rived there the next diy. I neither ſupprefſed nor 

alliated any part of what had been ſaid or done at 
>= mor, between the Princeis and me; and 
his M jeſty, by repeated expreilions of fricndihip 
and eſteem for me, ſhewed that he approved of my 
whole conduct. 

That | may not too often interrupt the thread of 
my hiſtory by a recital which is equally proper 
every where, I ſhall finith, in a few words, all that 
concerns this atfair. La-Varenne, who was em- 
ployed by the Princeſs to take care of her intercſts 
at court, did not fail to inform her of the good re— 
ception the King gave me, and the general report, 
that the finances would be wholly confided to my 
care. The Princels comprehended, by this news, 
that it was now neceflary not only to drop her re- 
ſentment, but that it was alſo her intereſt to be up- 
on good terms, for the future, with a man from 
whoſe hands henceforwards all the appointments 
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for the ſupport of her houſehold were likely to 
come. Whether the was convinced that the herſelf 
was wrong, or ſtill impured the blame to me, ſhe 
had the generolity to pardon me: and I muſt con- 
fels, to the honour of this Princeſs, that in this ſhe 
ſhewed a greatael(s of foul of which few could have 
been capable. If, trom the qualities which marked 
the character of the Princeſs, we abate an exceſs of 
vivacity, which it was not in her power to reſtrain, 
and to which, in the atfair above mentioned, was 
added the force of the moit impetuous of all 
paſſions, there will remain a diſpoſition naturally 
caly and benevolent, and capable even of friendthip, 
and of gratitude. 

She communicated this alteration of her ſenti- 
ments with regard to me to Madam de Pangeac, 
one of my friends; and even made the firſt advan- 
ces to Madam de Roſny. I had leit her in childbed 
at Moret, When her health was perfectly re- 
eſtabliſhed, ſhe. went one day to church at Fontaine- 
bleau, and returned without waiting upon the Prin- 
cels, under pretence of a {light indiſpoſition which 
confined her Highneſs to her bed. Madam de 
Pangeac blaming this, as if trom herſelf, but in 
reality by the Princets's orders, my wife found hers» 
ſelf obliged to tell her, that the terms I was upon 
with the Princeſs, made it impoſſible for her to do 
herſelf that honour. At a ſecond journey which 
Madam de Roſny made to Fontainebleau, the Prin- 
cels cauſed her to be told, that the reaſons the had 
given Madam de Pangeac ought not to prevent 
her coming to fee her; and in fact on her going 
ſhe was moſt graciouſly received. The Princets 
owned fincerely, that the was not yet fully ſatisfied 
with my conduct, as the thought the had reaſon to 
expect a very different one, conſidering thoſe in- 
ſtances of friendthip which I had received trom her 
In my youth, She mentioned ſeveral parties of 
pleaſure at Pau, or at M. de Moiſſens's, where ſhe 
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Henry told me in it, that I had reaſon to be offended 
with the contents of his former letter, which he 
had written in one of thoſe ſudden tranſports that I 
knew were natural to him, and upon -cxaggerated 
complaints, joined to the inſtinces and importuni- 
ties of his ſiiter; but that, to calm my unealineſs, 
he aſſured me he would diſavow nothing | had ſaid, 
in which, if he failed, he would permit me to make 
ule of his own letter againſt him He concluded 
with theſe words, Come to me, that you may 
„inform me more particularly of all that has pall- 
« ed, and drpend upon being as well received by 
me as you have ever been, although 1 ſhould be 
« forced to take up the old motto of the houle of 
% Bourbon, Left who will grumble, Aditu, my 
« friend.” 

In this kind familiarity I knew again my old ma- 
Ner. This letter was dated the 179th of May, and 
the firſt the 15th; and both from Amiens, for which 
place | fet out very early in the morning, and ar- 
rived there the next diy. I neither ſupprefſed nor 
eee any part of what had been faid or done at 

ontainzblcau between the Princeis and me; and 
his M yeſty, by repeated expreilions- of fricndihip 
and eſteem for me, ſhewed that he approved of my 
whole conduct. 

Chat I may not too often interrupt the thread of 
my hiſtory by a recital which is equally proper 
every where, I ſhall finith, in a few words, all that 
concerns this atfair. La-Varenne, who was em- 
ployed by the Princeſs to take care of her intereſts 
at court, did not fail to inform her of the good re— 
ception the King gave me, and the general report, 
that the finances would be wholly confided to my 
care, The Princels comprehended, by this news, 
that it was now neceflary not only to drop her re- 
ſentment, but that it was alſo her intereſt to be up- 
on good terms, for the future, with a man from 
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for the ſupport of her houſehold were likely to 
come. Whether the was convinced that the herſelf 
was wrong, or (till impured the blame to me, the 
had the generolity to pardon me: and I muſt con- 


feſs, to the honour of this Princeſs, that in this ſhe 


ſhewed a greatnels of ſoul of which few could have 
been capable. If, from the qualities which marked 
the character of the Princeſs, we abate an exceſs of 
vivacity, Which it was not in her power to reſtrain, 
and to which, in the atfair above mentioned, was 
added the force of the moit impetuous of all 
paſſions, there will remain a diſpoſition naturally 
caly and benevolent, and capable even of friendthip, 
and of gratitude, 

She communicated this alteration of her ſenti- 
ments with regard to me to Madam de Pangeac, 
one of my friends; and even made the firſt advan» 
ces to Madam de Roſny. I had leit her in childbed 
at Moret, When her health was perfectly re- 
eſtabliſhed, ſhe, went one day to church at Fontaine- 
bleau, and returned without waiting upon the Prin- 
cels, under pretence of a ſhght indiſpoſition which 
confined her Highneſs to her bed. Madam de 
Pangeac blaming this, as if trom herſelf, but ia 
reality by the Princets's orders, my wife found her- 
ſelf obliged to tell her, that the terms I was upon 


with the Princeſs, made it impoſſible for her to do 


herſelf that honour. At a ſecond journey which 
Madam de Roſny made to Fontainebleau, the Prin- 
ceſs cauſed her to be told, that the reaſons the had 
given Madam de Pangeac ought not to prevent 
her coming to fee her; and in fact on her going 
ſhe was moſt graciouſly received. The Princeſs 
owned ſincerely, that the was not yet fully ſatisfied 
with my conduct, as the thought the had reaſon to 
expect a very ditterent one, conſidering thoſe in- 
ſtances of fricadihip which I had received trom her 
in my youth, She mentioned ſeveral parties of 
pleaſure at Pau, or at M. de Moiitns's, where ſhe 


11 had 
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had done me the honour to take me with her, pax. 
ticularly that when running at the ring I gained the 
prize, which. was a jewel of {mall value, and was 
going to receive it from her hand, ſhe changed the 
jewel, and gave me one in its ſtead worth two thou» 
tand crowns. She did not forget to mention, that 
my father had often carried the Queen, her mo- 
ther, in his arms. After all this, the Princels very 
obligingly told my wife, that her reſentment againſt 
me had never extended to her, whole humour and 
character ſhe loved. She ſaid a thouſand obliging 
things of M. de Saint-Martin, my wife's uncle, 
who had been firſt gentleman of the bed-chamber 
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fiſter ot M. de Moiſſens, and conſequently a near 
relation of her on. | 

Madam de Roſny left her extremely well ſatisfied, 
and fully determined to uſe her utmoſt endeavours 
to reftore me to her favour. She made no attempts 
this firſt viſt; but afterwards, obſerving to the 
Princeſs the attention 1 ſhewed in ſettling the aſſign- 
ments for the payment of the officers of her houſe- 


peated orders from his Mijeſty that Thad fubdued 
the reluctance I had to accept of that commiſſion 
which had offended her, Madam de la Force, who 
was then at the Princets's toilet, joined my wife; 
and, what ſurpriſed me greatly, being ſupported by 
Madam de Rohan and Madam de la Barre, they 


From the time that the Princeſs was. convinced of 
my innocence, ſhe had ſo great a degree of friend. 
thip tor me as to confide all her fecrets to me alone, 
She propoſed, and promoted with all her intereſt, 
the marriage of my eldeſt daughter with the Duke 
of Rohan, her neareſt relation * on the ſide of the 
deceaſed 
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* Henry II. of that name, Duke de Rohan, &c. who married 
Margaret de Bechune, as ſhall be ſcen in the ſequel of iheſc memoirs, 
ö Was 


to the King; and of Madam de Saint-Martin, the 


hold, and repreſenting to her, that it was by re- 


prevailed upon her to ſend for me that moment. 
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deceaſed Queen her mother, and the heir of her 
eſtate in Navarre, The King did not then approve 
of this match, though he did afterwards. And, 
laſtly, when this Princeſs ſet out for Lorrain, ſuffi- 
cicntly diſcontented, as is well known, with the 
court of France, the declared publicly, that there 
were only threc perſons in it whom the eſteemed, 
and that I was one of them. 

Holtilities between the King's party and that of 
the league continued, during the years 1595 and 
1596, in the fame parts of the kingdom as in the 
preceding years; in Britanny, between Mcflieurs 
d'Aumont and de Saint Luc, and the Duke of 
Moercœur; and in the provinces in the ſouth of 
France, where leveral lictle ſkirmiſhes happened 
between Mefſicurs de Veatadour, de la Rochefou- 
caut, de Chateauncuf, de Saint- Ange, de Loſtange, 
de Chambaret, and other officers. on the King's 
fide; and M-flizurs de Pampadour, de Raſtignac, 
d Saint Chamant, de Montpeſat, de la Chapelle, 
Biron, and other leaguers. The defeat of the 
Crocans, the ſicge of Blaye, the taking of Agen, 
and the drath ot the Duke of Rochetoucaut, were 
the moſt remarkable events that happened in the 
Limolin, and the adjacent places. Leſdiguieres eon- 
tinued the war with equal ſuccets in Dauphine, 
Provence, and Piedmont; ſometimes againſt the 


Duke of Savoy, and ſometimes againſt the Duke of 


Epernon *. The concluſion of all theſe expeditions 
was the entire defeat of the Duke of Savoy, who, 
thinking to derive ſome advantages from the dif- 


was grandſon to Rene I. of that name, Viſcount de Rohan, and 
WMabcila D'Albret, daughter to John King of Navarre. See in all 
the gencalogiſts the other alliances of this illuſtrious houſe with 
that of France. 

Beſides a war, Frince was fore afflicted this year 1596, with 
aplagve and famine, which were occaſt-»ned bythe utterinverfiony 
of the ſcaſon.; for L' Etoile ſays, that there was à ſummer io 
April, an autumn in May, and a winter in June. 
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union of the Dukes of Guiſe and Eperncn, had 
marched as far as Provence, from whence he was 


ſhame fully repulſed, and likewiſe the diſcomfiture 


of the Duke of Lpernon, who yielding to his rival 
the Duke of Guile, aſſiſted by the fame Leſdigui. 
eres, D'Ornano, and the Counteſs of Sult's party, 
was left without any reſource, and reduced to the 
neceſſity of imploring the King's clemency, by | t. 
ters conceived in terms extremely ſubmiſſive, which 
his Majeſty received at Gaillon, His letters were 
very ſoon after followed by himſelf; he came and 
threw himſelf at the King's feet, which was a kind 
of triumph for Henry, this Duke's humiliation, 
with that of Bouillon, and de la Fremouille, being, 
ſome of the things for which he moſt carneſtly 
wiſhed. +» | 

During his ſtay at Amiens, the King took ſeve- 
val new meaſures towards. my reception into the 
council of finances. This Prince, who, by. reaſon 
of. the native rectitude of his.own mind, could not 
believe it poſſible for men to be as corrupt as they 
xeally were; and from the {weetneſs of his ditpoſi- 
tion, could not proceed to extremities till he had 


tried all other methods, had for a lang time imagined, 


chat he ſhould at length bring this body to man.ge 


the revenue of the ſtate with wiſdom and azconomy 


andthis:important re formation was not ſo difficult, 
Hut that it might be produced by the advice-of one 
man off application, ſkill, and integrity, whom he. 
would afſociate with thoſe that compoled it. With: 
this view he ſpoke, both in public and private, to 
the gentl men of the council to receive me amongſt 
them. However great their reluctance was, they 
durſt not openly reject a propoſal, which being 
made io this manner, reſembled rather an intreaty. 
than ar order. 
Fown. ingenuoufly I did not much reliſh this: 
Kheme. His Majeſty, in a private converſation, 


-Wld.me. it. was his deſire I ſhould endeavour to: 


gain. 
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ain the good- will of the gentlemen of the council, 
and by ſome inſtances of complaiſance, remove 
the ſuſpicions they had entertained, that if I joined 
their ſociety, it would be only to do them bad offi- 
ces; ſo that I might engage them, byimy behaviour, 
to make it their own requett, that I ſhould be afto- 


ciated with them. I did not heſitate a. moment. in 


replying, that this appeared to me to be the worſt 
way imaginable of being introduced into the council 
of the finances, to owe it as an obligation to thoſe 
who governed them; and knowing ſo well as I did, 
the diſpoſition of that body, I could not ſerve them 
and the ſtate at the fame time. The King, who 
did not like to be contradicted, and who likewiſe 
remembered my diſputes with the Duke of Nevers, 


ſuppoſed 1 had till ſome remains of reſentment _ 


againſt thoſe gentlemen. He diſcovered, he thought, 
ſomething of haughrinefs, or, at leaſt, of ſelf.ſuffi- 
ciency in my anſwer, and told me, with ſome 
warmth, that he had no-mind to irritate every body 
upon my account; therefore, without making any 
more attempts to bring me into the finances, he 
would caſt about for ſomething elle to employ 
my head, which could not he ſaid continue in- 
active. | | 

He had ſtill ſome remains of diſpleaſure in his: 


\ countenance, when he left me to viſit Madam de 


Liancourt, who inquiring the cauſe, repreſented 
to him, that he would never be ſerved with fidelity, 
till he found a man who, from a regard only to the 


public good, would not fear to draw upon himſelf. 
the hatred of the financiers. As for me, I looked 


upon my engaging in the finances as farther off 


than ever; and reflecting, that my employment 


would henceforwards be reduced to treaties and ne- 
gotiations, an office which ſeldom fails to bring 
certain ruin upon any man, who would maintain 
his rank in it with dignity, and his reputation with 


honour, Lreſolved to explain myſelf to his Majeſty, 
and 
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and prevail upon him to approve of a ſcheme that 
would, at leaſt, reimburſe me of all I had advanced, 
But Henry did not give me time to make the pro- 
polal, When 1 approached him, he told me, 
that upon the repretentation of Madam de Lian- 
court, he was now brought over to my opinion, 
and that, without any longer delay, he was going 
to declare his intentions publicly, after having, for 
form's ſake, imparted them firit to the Conſtable 
and Vill-roi, whole buſineſs it was to expedite my 
commiſſion. 'Thetic two gentlemen came very ſca- 
ſonably into the King's apartment, and received 
this order; the Conſtable making a bow, and Vil 
roi ſaying, he would give me the commiſſion as 
ſoon as he could mcet with a precedent of the 
proper form. 
In the afternoon, when the King was gone a- 
hunting, 1 went co make my acknowledgments to 
the Murchioneſs de Monceaux, (tor this was the title 
that Madam de Liancourt had lately taken); after 
which I thought | was obliged, in civility, to viſit 
Montcur de Vill- roi, of whom, inſtead of the 
commiſſion, I atked for a warrant, which would 
have answered the tame purpoſe. Villeroi made an 
evalive reply, and for three or four days that [ N 
pr:ticd ht, always deferred the attair, on various e 
pretences till the next day. At laſt, the King left x 
Aniens te go to Monceaux, and paſſed by Lian- 
| 
] 
| 


court, where (Liancourt) his firſt equerry, recei— 
ved and treated him very ſplendidly. It was in 
this place that the utmoſt efforts were determined 
to bc ulcd, to exclude me trom the council of 

finances. 
Liancourt, at Villeroi's ſolicitation, invited the 
Chancellor, who was his intimate friend, and the 
other members of the council, who came to that 
place by the King's order, to ſtay at his houſe du- 
ring the King's reſidence there. They took advan» 
tage of this opportunity, of being always wy the 
my 
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King, to endeavour effectually to exclude me from 
the council. The method they made uſe of was 
not to attack me directly, but to inſinuate to the 
King, that 1 was not fit for this employment, in 
which, they ſaid, for want of that knowledge which 
experience only can give, it would not be poſſible 
to avoid committing a thouſand faults, the leaſt 
of which was enough to ruin, paſt.remedy, the cre- 


dit, and conſcqueatly bring on the deſtruction of 


the ſtate. Theſe dilcourſes were fo often repeated 
in the King's preſence. (for they defignedly turned 
the converſation upon that ſubject), and with ſo 
great an appearance ot fincerity, that the King was, 
at laſt, ſhaken by them, and when at the ſame time 
he found theſe gentlemen could, with ſuch facility, 
form the fureſt projects, diſcourſe with ſuch clear- 
neſs upon the ſtrength and intereſts of the ſtate, 
calculate its revenues with the utmoſt exactneſs, 
and that, in a word, they were apparently maſters 
of the whole ſcience of commerce, in its full ex- 
tent, and of every other method by which a ſtate is 
rendered flouriſhing 3 and eſpecially that they con- 
verſed with each other in a language ſcarce ineb- 
ligible to any but themſelves; and, influenced till 
more by the long preparation which they repreſent- 
ed as abſolutely necetIary, before any one could be 
received into the council, he thought, that the pre- 
ſent bad ſtate of the finances was not the greateſt 
misfortune with which they were threatened, His 
Majeſty, likcwiſe, looking upon all this as a proof 
of their repentance, and from the apprehenſions he 


had juſt given them, expecting to ſee a very great 


altcration in their conduct, gave over all thoughts 
of adding me to their number. 

Villeroi, who, during this time, continued at 
Amiens, yet was not the leſs informed of all the 
meaſures taken by a body, whom he directed 
as he pleaſed, ſeized this opportunity to ſend my 
commiſſion to the King, which he could not dit- 

peale 


—_— 


8 
888 on. 


; . 1 ae os : 
* —— 2 IN — COLD ce 4 5 
= 7 — _ 2. 20 — e 1". is 


n 2 * r 28 
ARS 27. 6 act. Sg 


© l Fx — 4, — 00m - <2 — — 
Ls DS ENT ns ne IE OTE 
oy > > 2 . 
* 2 2 CY 
m_ £ n 


FS 
A 7 7 hit 


n 


n 
Nr Nen e. N 


Rs 


LY r 
Us. © Sth 


P 
4 % = ATI": 2 4 


I 92 1 
woe 3 


* * 
Lr, « 


— 


i 
5 4 
I 
L 
| 
4 
| 
E 
bo 
3 
'} 


OTE es 


| * | ET. % Sago A py e 
. Fs . „ 


106 MEMOIRS Book VIII. 


penſe with himſclf from expediting, after the ex. 
preſs orders he had received from his Majeſty, 
When it was tranſmitted to the King, he had lett 
Liancourt, having ſtaid there only a day, and 
was then at Monceaux, where, ſtill under the in. 
flucnce of thele ſuggeſtions, he gave it to Beringhen, 
telling him to keep it without ſaying any thing to 
me, till he had orders to the contrary, Beringhen, 
who was one of my friends, ditcovered the ſecret to 
me, which I kept faithtully. Fiitecn days pafled 
in this manner. The King did not ſpeak. to Be- 
rihghen about my commiſſion, and the gentlemen 
of the council, blinded by their ſuccets, inſtead of 
that ſiucere repentance which his Majeſty cxpected 
from them, gave him new proofs ot their artifice 
and infincerity, and ſuch grols ones, that they for- 
ced him to cruth them with the blow which they 
might, with very little difficulty, have avoided. 
The King diſcovered that the council had juſt 
farmed out the royal aids of Normandy for thirty 
thouſand crowns, and to defraud the treaſury of this 
ſum, ſo much ſhort of the true value of that tax, 
they had applicd it entirely to the ditchargiag their 
old demands upon the revenue. With a little atten- 


tion he convinced himſelf of other faults in their 


conduct; that the five large farms did not produce 
the fourth part of their value; becauſe Zamet, 
Gondy, and other tarmers of the Kiny's revenues, 


who were employed in them, by connivance of the 
gentlemen o the council, divided with them the 


immenſe profits that accrued from thoſe farms, 


The avarice of theſe people was nor yet fatisficd, 


and, under pretence ot the lofles at Calais, Cam- 
bray, Ardrels, Cc. they allowed ſuch drawbacks 
upon all the other parts of the King's revenues, 
that, inſtead of increaling, they became percep- 
tibly leſs. The King, amidit that juſt indigna- 
tion which this Knowledge inipired, ſent for es 
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and commanded me to go to Paris, to mquire 
from whence ſo great a diſſipation of the money 
proceeded. which could only take its rife from che 
council, I replied, that his Maj-ſty having cer- 
tainly revoked the order he had once given to Vit 
leroi, to diſpatch my commiſhon, fince I had not 
received it, 1 hid no right to intrude into the 


council, or to meddle with the affairs tranſacted. 


there. © How!“ faid Henry, concealing his con- 
ſcioufneſs of this reproach, “ then Beringhen has 


„ not given you your commiſſion, and a letter 


« from Villeroi, which he has had thele fiftcen 
« days: you lee this heavy German would have 
forgot them.” While, by the Kiny's orders, I 
went to make preparations for my j urney, that 
I might reach Claye that -evening, his Majeſty 
ſpoke to Beringh:-n, who conſented to take all 
the blame upon himſelt. During this interval, a 
th ught came into my head, which I communi- 
cated to the King when | returned to receive his 
Jaſt orders. I told him, that I thought it would 
be necefl.iry for me to go, before the day appoint- 
ed for the opening of the ſtates, to ſome of the 


priccipal diſtricts of the kingdom, to procure there t 


a more certain account of the preſent ſtate of his 
Majeſty's revenucs, the diminution they had luf- 


fred, and the augmentations they would admit 


ot, to the end that his Majeſty might regulate his 
demands upon the ſtates according to this ſcheme, 
which, however imp. rtc&t, might ſtill, in propor— 
tion, throw ſome light upon the ſtrength of the 
more diſtant diſtricts, and conſequently upon the 
whole kingdom: that, beſides this advantage, I 
did not detpair of procuring for him, in thoſc di- 
ſtricts only which I ſhould viſit, the thiee or tour 
hundred thouſand crowns which he had demanded 
in vain of the council. I thought it would be ute- 
leſs. and even imprudent, to take upon myſelf to 
Make this examination, without ſuch an inſtru- 

ment 
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Fl ment as appeared to me to be the moſt effectual v 
1 means to prevent my being deceived, which 5 
= was a full power from the King to ſuſpend the 1 
1 contumacious receivers and overſeers, from the h 
mi exercite of their office, or even to diſcard them K 
1 entirely, and to reward the integrity of thoſe who 1 
4H were beſt diſpoſed to promote the good of his Ma. tc 
3 jeſty's lervice. 00 
1 Henry highly approved of the eſſential part of h 
1 this ſcheme, but altered ſomething of the manner h 
1 | in which it was to be propoſed to the council, p 
3h He was of opinion, that I ſhpuld take ſuch mea- 5 
4 ſures in offering this advice to them, that thoſe li 
= who moſt valued themſelves upon the ſtrength of h 
m1 ; their genius, ſuch as Sancy, Schomberg, Freſne, 3 
9 and La-Grangeleroi, might ſeize the hint firſt - 
IF themſclves, and fo puſs, at leaſt in part, for the h 
iſ authors of it; and likewiſe, that each one in the t! 

company might flatter himſelf that this commiſſion 2 
would be given to him, or through his means, h 
to the intendants and maſters of requeſts, who were t 
wholly at his devotion. Nothing could be more h 
prudent than this medium, which gratificd alike the q 
vanity of tome, and the rapacity of all. According- 1 
ly I took my place in the council, where, by a I 
miracle, to be tound only in courts, my colleagues, q 
who inwardly pined with vexation, ſuffered nothing t 
but joy to appear in their countenances, words, n 
and behaviour. I was almoſt deceived myſelf by { 
that profulion of praiſes with which the Chancellor ] 
loaded me, and the manner in which he told me c 
I had been expected by them with the utmoit a 
impatience, ſuch is the art of courtiers; they ſettle t 
it amongſt themfelves, that however grolsly they 4 
play the counterfeit, they ſhould not appear ridicu- 
lous to each other. 2 
The treaty with the Duke of Maienne, which 2 
had been agreed upon ſome time before, was 0 
concluded during the King's ſtay at Monceaux. 1 
When 
# I 
5 _-_ 
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al When the King was at Amiens, the Duke had 
ch ſent a man to him, named D' Eſtienne, to know 
ae what place would be agreeable to his Majeſty, for 
ae him to come and pay him his reſpects; and the 
m King appointed Monccaux, in conſideration of the 
10 Duke's indiſpoſtiion, which would not permit him 
a- to make longer journies than from Amiens to Soiſ- 
ſons, where he relided, The King was walking in 
of his park, attended only by me, and holding 'my 
er hend, when the Duke of Maienne arrived, who 
l. put one knee to the ground, with the loweſt iub- 
a= miſſions, and added to a promite of invi-lable fide. 
le lity his acknowledgments to his Majeſty, for | 
of hiving forced him, he faid, from the arrogance bt 
e, of the Spaniards, and the artifice of the Italians. 1 
"| Henry, who, as ſoon as he ſaw him approach, | 
he had advanced to meet him, embraced him 1 
he thrice, and forcing him to riſe, embraced him T 
on again with that goodnels winch he never with. 
185 held from a tuly-Ct that returned to his duty; 1 
re then taking his hand, he made Bim walk with is 
re him in his park, converſing with him tamiliarly [> 
he upon the embelliſhments he deſigued to make in it. i 
g lhe King walked 10 faſt, that the Duke of | 
a Maicnne, «<qually tatigued by his ſciatica, his fat, þ 
es, and the extreme heat ot the weather, ſuffered great 'Y 
ng torments without daring to complain, The King 
ds, perceiving it, by the Duke being red, and in a 08 
by ſweat, whiſpered to me, If 1 walk longer,” ſaid 1 
lor he, „ with this corpulent body, 1 thall revenge f 
me « mylelf upon him, without any great difficulty, = 
oſt « tor all the mifchiefs he has done us.“ Then 1 
tle turning to the Duke of Maicnne, “ Tell me truly, 
14 4. coulin,” purtued he, “ do 1 not walk a little too 
u- « faſt for you ?? The Duke replicd, that he was b 
almoſt ſtifled z- and that, if his Majeſty walked bur N 
ch a very little while longer, he would kill him with- 
Vas out defigning it, “ Hold there, couſin,” replied 
1X. the King with a ſmile, embracing h.m again, 
len Vol. II. K and 
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and lightly tapping his ſhoulder, “ for this is all 
« the vengeance you will ever receive from me,” 
The Duke of Maicnne, ſenſibly affected with this 
Frank be haviour, attempted to kneel and kiſs the 
hand his Majeſty gave him; and proteſted that he 
would henceforwards ſerve him even againſt his 
own children. © ] buheve it,” aid Henry; „ and 
*« that you may love and ſerve me a long time, go 
« to the caſtle, and reſt and refreſh yourſelf, for 
« you have much need of it, I wiil give you 
« a couple of bottles of Arbois wine, tor | know 
„ you do not hate it: here is Roſny, whom I re. 
« fign to accompany you; he ſhall do the honuurs 
« of my houſe, and attend you to your chamber; 
« he is one of my oldeſt ſervants, and one of thoſe 
«who is moſt rejoiced at your heartily reſolving to 
« ſerve and love me attcQtionately.” The King 
continuing his walk, left me with the Duke of 
Maienne, whom I conducted to a fummer-h ule to 
repoſe himſelf, and afterwards attended him on 
horſeback to the caſtle, as much ſatisfied with the 
King and me as we were both with him, 
The King thought Monceaux ſo agreeable a 
Place, that he ſtaid there longer than he had at firſt 
intended: he tent for the Conſtable and Villeroi 
from Amiens, and ordered the council of the 
finances to reſide at Meaux, for the conveniency 
of receiving his commands. I had not yet pro» 
er in it my ſcheme of viſiting the diſtricts. His 
Tajeſty, more and more convinced, that it muſt 
have good conſequences, took upon himſelf the 
taſk of propoting it. At the firſt hint he gave of 
It, the counſellors, who thought none but them- 
ſelves could be deſigned for this employment, and 
each of whom was attentive to his own particular 
Intereſt, without prejudicing that of the fociety in 
1 approved of the deſign; but were greatly 
urpriſed, when they found that, amongſt them 
all, the King only named La-Grangeleroi for this 
| | | purpole, 
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purpoſe, and appointed him two diſtricts : his 
M.j-ity filled up che other commiſſions with the 
names of M-\ſicurs De Caumarnn and Bizouze, 
for two diltricts each; and with thoſe of the other 
two maſters of requeſts, for one diſtrict each: 
four of the chief and molt extenſive were aſſigned 
to me. The gentlemen of the council began now 
to repent that they had not hindered the execu- 
tion of a plan, which would produce a full proof 
of their injuſtice: they united their utmoſt en- 
deavours to render it uſelets, or at leaſt to tra- 
verle it as much as pollible. Their malice was 
all directed againſt me; for by the confidence the 
King placed in me, and the part I had acted in 
this affair, they gueſſed the truth. The character 
of ignorance, raſhneſs, obſtinacy, and ſome other 
faults ſtill more glaring, was plentifully beſtowed 
upon me, and I had no ſooner begun to exerciſe 
the duties of my employment, than I perceived that 
their foreſight had ſuggeſted all the neceſſary meas 


ſures to be taken with the treaſurers of France, 


the receivers-general and particular, comptrollers, 
clerks, and the loweſt officers in the revenue. All 
that crew, moſt of whom had either fold, or 
bliadly devoted themſelves to their wills, were 
ready to do whatever was required of them; ſome 
abſented themſelves, and left their offices ſhut up; 
others preſented me with a ſtate of their accounts, 
drawn up with all that art which may be expected 
from men who make a ſcience of roguery: others 
contented themſelves with ſhewing me the orders 
of Meſh:urs de Freſne, D'Incarvilte, and Des 
Birreux, by which they were forbid to communi» 
cate their regilters and accounts to any perſon 
whatever, 

This exceſs of malice I at firſt treated only with 
gentlenels and patience. I exhorted, I endeavour- 
ed to perſuade, upon principles of honour and ju- 
ſtice, peclons who were alike ſtrangers to both. 
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F next cauſed a report to be ſpread, that the de- 
nigmof aſſembling the ſtates of the kingdom wag 
to ſuppreſs that prodigious number of offices and 
clerk thips, eſpecially thote of the trcatury, of all 
focietics the leaſt utcful, though the molt difficult 
to manape; and that none were to be continued in 
their places but thoſe who made themſelves worthy 
of that diſtinction, by a fincerity which, on this 
occaſion, would prove their regard to the public 
good. This threat producing no effect upon per · 
ions who were ſecretly ſupported by the council it. 
felt, 1 was obliged to make uſe of the power 1 had 
received. I difmiſſed moſt of thoſe dangerous offi- 
cers, caufing the duties of their employment to be 
exercued by two out of each body, whom I choſe 
amongſt all thole that appeared to have the beſt 
principles. By theſe means 1 made mytelf maſter 
of all the regiſters and accounts, which ſerved me 
for a clue to enter that labyrinth of rubberics and 
exoctions. 

What a ſcene had I there before me ! It would 
be vain to attempt an account of the tricks and 
ſubtleties of this miſchievous trade, or an enume. 
ratien of concealments, forgeries, miſrepreſenta- 
tions, and productions of the ſame evidences, to 
ſerve different purpoſes; not to mention the con» 
trivance of an artificial confuſion, through which 
thole wretches ſee with great clearnets, though, to 
every other eye, all is darkneſs aud inextricable 
pcrplexity. I content myſelf with remarking, that, 
by the debtor-fide of two old accounts, which 1 
cauſed to be rectified, by the diſcharges and bills of 
exchange of the current and three preceding 
years, which I brought together and <xanfined, | 
eaſily collected more than five hundred thouland 
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crowns, which was loſt to the King. It may be 
judged what a ſum would have been raiſed, if, 
from all thoſe who were thus employed, a rigorous 
reſtitution had been demanded of all that they frau- 
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dulently gained in ſo long a courſe of diſhoneſty, 
out of the different ſums that had paſſed through 
their hands, ſince only from aflizaments for old 
debts, reimburſements of loans, arrears of long 
landing, and orders payable to the bearer, ſo much 
money was recovered. 

My partners were not ſo fortunate, or ſo exact 
as I; all, except Caumartin, who brought the King 
two hundred thouland livres, paid his Majeſty only 
in long memorials of improvements to be made'in 
the farming his revenues; though the King had 
choten thoſe perſons with the greateſt care. But 
it is not ſurpriliag that they ſhould act in this man- 
ner; for to dare the hatred of a ſociety ſo powerful 
as that of the financiers in France, to be proof a- 
gainſt the preſents and allurements, againſt the 
tricks and artifices of all their dependents, the 
greateſt part of whom do not want underſtanding, 
and makc ule ot it only to dazzle, corrupt, and de- 
ceive, requires a degree of courage and fortitude 
of which rew pertons are maſters. 

Mean time the gentlemen of the council, who 
had intelligence of all my proceedings in the pro- 
vinces, were in a ſituation that may be. cafily ima- 
gined. Unalels they tound means to render all my 
endeavours uſeleſs, or to ruin myfelt before my 
return, their reputation and intereſt were both at 
ſtake, My abicace attorded them all the conveni- 
ency they could with for the proſecution of this 
deſigu; every thing that malice. could ſuggeſt was 
faid and done, by them and their emiflaries, to- 
prejudice the King againſt me: they never men- 
twned me but as a tyrant, who drained the people 
of all their ſubſtance, by the moſt cruel extortions, 
without procuring any advantage to the King: 
fince the ſums with which I took ſuch pains to fill 
his trealury, being deſigned for the payment of 
penſions to the Princes of the blood, and ſalaries 
of the great officers of the crown, they would be 
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only placed in his coffers to be taken out again im. 
mediately, Notwithſtanding the invectives and 
impoſtures of this terrible cabal, none of whoſe 


Practices againſt me I was unacquainted with, I per. 


ftited to finifh my work with all imaginable dili. 
gence, and to make the moſt prudent precautions, 


that I might one day be able to ſtop the mouths of 


my acculers. _ 
Henry, who had at firſt given no credit to their 
reports, beginning afterwards to apprehend bad 
conſequences from my inexperience in thoſe af. 
fairs, defired me, in his letters, to return as ſoon 
as poſſible > but, at length, when my cnemies had 
made their party ſo ſtrong, that there was a gene. 
ral ontcry againſt me at court, the King was pre. 
vailed upon to believe that I ſhould ule the power 
I was poſſeſſed of with a ſeverity that would make 
even himſelf odious to the people; and then, in- 
Read of a defire, I received an abſolute order to 
return to Paris. 1 obeyed without heſitation, 
though greatly concerned to be thus ſtopped in the 
mid{t of my inquiries, 1 cauſed the accounts of 
my four diſtricts to be immediately drawn up, and 
figned' by eight receivers-gencral; and not having 
time to: convert the fifteen hundred thouſand 
crowns had raiſed into à leſs bulky coin, ; loaded 
ſeventy carts with them, making the eight receivers. 
general accompany them, under a guard of an 
oſſicer and thirty private men of the marechauflee, 
or patrolling horſe- guard, who conducted them to 
Rouen, where the King then was, at the opening 
of the ſtates. Ye 

Of all the flanders which had been invented by 
the gentle men of the council, to procure my diſ. 
grace, none ſeemed to them to ſpecious as to per- 


tuade the King, that T bad filkd the priſons with 


the «© fRcers and clerks of his finances 3. to which 
they thought fit ro add, that through an infolent 
Lanity, I brought in my retinue fifty of the. princt- 
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pal ones bound in chains. The King, who fuſpe& 
ed no falſchood in ſo poſitive a charge, received me, 
when on my arrival at Rouen I went to pay him my 
reſpects, with an air that convinced me my encmies 
had been very active in their endeavours to hurt 
me. He did me the honour, indeed, to embrace 
me, but with a coldneſs and reſerve altogether: 
unuſual with him. He aſked me why I had given 
myſelf the uſcleſs trouble of bringing money along 
with me, which I kacw belonged to perſons whom 
he had no mind to diſoblige; and he was not a lit» 
tle ſurprited to hear, that nut one denier of it 
was due to the Princes of the blood, nor to any of 
the penſionaries of the ſtate, who were all paid the 
April quarter, and would be likewile as exactly paid 
thoſe ot July and October, fince I had not-taken up 
any of the payments before hand. The King, after 
obliging me to repeat theſe words ſeveral times, 
and cven to {wear to the truth of them, broke into 
an exclamation againſt thoſe wicked detractors, and 
impudent impoſtors, as he called them; “ but,” 
added he, what da you intend to do with the 
&© receivers and officers whom you keep. priſoners 
« in your train?“ The aſtoniſhment into which 
this queſtion threw me, was of itſelf ſufficient to 
convince the King of the falſehood of this accuſa- 
tion; nor was it difficult for me to perceive that 
moment that the malice of the gentlemen of the 
council would recoil upon themſelves; and that it 
would diſcloſe more etfectually the ſecret motives of 
their conduct than any thing 1 could fay. His Ma- 
jetty required no other explanation; on the con- 
trary, he loaded me with praiſes and demonſtrations 
of kindneſs. | | 
Having been told, that the ſum I had raiſed 
mult be very inconſiderable, upon his aſking me 
what it was, I replied, that being unwilling to 
kcep any part of it in my own hands, either for my 
rges, expenccs, or ꝑpenſion, the receivers ge- 
acxal 
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neral would find the full ſum ſpecified in the ac. 
counts, and learn from thence never to keep back 
any part of the revenues, and his Majeſty might 
himſelf deduct my expences from the fifteen hun. 
dred thouſand crowns which I had brought him, 
A ium ſo conſiderable gave great pleaſure to the 
King, who was in extreme want of money: he 
told me, that he would take care my expences 
ſhould be all paid; and that, beſides my penſion 
of ten thouſand livres a-month, which he raiſed to 
eighteen, he would preſeat me with the ſum of 
fix thouſand crowns, as a reward for the ſervice ] 
had juſt done him. He commanded me to lay no- 
thing of what patlcd between him and me, and ſent 
me to lay apart from the money 1 had brought him, 
what was neceHary for the payment ot fix compa» 
nies of Swils, at the rate of eighteen hundred 
crowns a-company, and to give it them the next 
day, as that was a preſſing demand. 

I returned to my carriages, which ſtood in two 
courts belonging to the Sieur De Martinbault, un- 
der the ſame guard that had conducted them to 
Rouen. I ordered them to be unloaded, and the 
barrels that contained the caſh to be placed in apart- 
ments, the locks of whi. h were changed, and fecu- 
red by large padlocks, with three keys to each; the 
two receivers had one a- piece and mytelf the third, 
The next morning | ſent the Swits officers the ten 
thouſand crowns that were due to them by three 
clerks, eſcorted by ten foldiers of the guard. 

A ſhort time after 1 had ſent away this eſcort, 
Sancy, who was generally charged with this em- 
ploy ment, ſent me a billet, in which he deſired 
me, © to deliver to the Sieur Le- Charron, the 
„% bearer, ninety thouſand crowns tor the pay- 
« ment of the Swiſs.” Theſe were the terms in 


would have thought it a degradation of his bigh 


rank to have condeſcended to any politeneſs or 
** | | explanation 


which the billet was conceived; for this counſellor 
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explanation with his colleagues. I was equally of- 
fended at the ſtiff air of his letter, and the impu- 
dence with which he demanded a ſum that I kn. w 
to be three times more than was due; therefore I 
anſwered the bearer bluntly, that I neither knew 
Sincy, his writing, nor his orders. How! do 
« you not know vancy !” faid Charron, ſurpriſed, 
no doubt, at my preſumption, for at this name 
the whole council trembled, the rank Sancy held 
in it approaching very near to that of ſuperinten- 
dant, Perceiving that I had no intention to fend 
any other an{wer, he went back to report it with 
all the timidity of a ſervant who is apprehenſive of 
awakening the bad humours of his maſter. | Un- 
fortunately tor Sancy, he repeated my meſſage be- 
fore ſeveral perions who were witneſſes likewiſe of 
his tranſports. © We ſhall ſoon fce,” ſaid he, 
ſcaring, © whether he knows me or not.” Then, 
after loading me with what inveCtives he thought 
fit, he went directly to Saint-Quen to the King. 
Well, Sancy,” faid his Majeſty to him, © have 
« you been to pay our Swits?“ * No, Sire,” re- 
plicd Sancy, with a ſullen air, © I cannot go, for it 
« does not pleaſe your Monfieur de Roſny that 1 
« ſhould, who plays the emperor in his apart» 
« ment, ſet upon his barrels ot caſh, like an ape 


upon a block, and ſays he knows no one, and 


] am not ſure whether you will have more credit 
« with him than any one elſe.“ © What is the 
“ meaning of all this?“ replied the King, „I fee 
© how it is, you will never be weary ot doing this 
© man bad offices, becaule I confide in him, and 
© he ſerves me diligenyy.” His Majeſty added, 
that he had more difficulty to believe my refuſal, as 
he agreed with himſelf to give this money to the 
Swits. Sancy ſupported his aſſertion by the teſti- 
mony of La-Charron, whom he had brought a- 
long with him. The King, ſuſpecting ſome new 
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inſtance of malignity, ordered Biart, one of his 
grooms of the bedchamber, to go and fetch me 
As ſoon as he ſaw me, he aſked me what had 
happened between Sancy and me. „I am going 
« to tell you, Sire,“ replied I boldly : and accord. 
ingly, without fearing the reſentment of the terri- 
ble Sancy, | related all that had paſſed, in a way 


that might have mortified his vanity. Sancy, who 


was not of a temper to yield, became more inſolent 
than before, and aſſuming an imperious tone, an 
altercation fo ſpirited enſued between us, although 
ia the King's preſence, that his Majeſty was obliged 
to command us to be filent, 1 hat inſtant, ceaſing 
to ſpeak to my adveriary, I turned towards the 
King, and intreated him tv give me no ſuperior in 
affairs wherein 1 acted ſolely by his order. The 
gallery at Saint-Ouen, where this ſeene paſſed, was 
erouded with a great number of perſons, who gere. 
rally being weary of Sancy's intolence, rejoiced to 
fee him ſufler this little mortification. * It would 
« have been very difficult,“ faid ſome, as I was 
afterwards informed, ** tor two ſuch geniuſes to 
©« have exerciſed the ſame employment, without 
„% one of them being ſupplanted by the other; 
4% but in the humour the King is in at preſent, 
ce the beſt ceconomitt will be his choice.” Others 
beheld my increate of favour with envy; and 
others, who probably had very little regard for 
either of us, laughed at the novelty of the fight, 
and cried, There is one hot-headed man, who 
4% has met with another that will not eaſily yield 
« to him.“ 

The report of the great ſums with which I had 
filled the King's coffers was no ſooner ſpread, than 
] was overwhelmed with the demands ot an infi- 


nite number of his creditors, moſt of whom were 


ſent by the gentlemen of the council; who through 
impatience to lee it diflipated ſoon, agreed with 
the creditors to have the uſual draw-backs upon their 

5 | . debts. 
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debts. My principal vicw in raiſing this money 
being to make a fund for thoſe military expeditions 
which the King was ſhortly to begin, without his 
being obliged to load the people with new taxes, I 
was rclolved not to ſutfer it to be ſquandered away; 
and therefore reliſted all their importunities, and 
continued unmoved by their inſolence and threats, 
But reflecting afterwards, that there was an abſo- 
lutc nec: ffity for tending home the eight receivers. 
general, who alone were acquainted with the ules 
to which I put this money, I was afraid of giving 
too much advantage to calumny by keeping ſo large 
2 ſum in my poſſeſſion after their departure; and 
I rcfolved to fend it to the royal treaſury. The 
King, who thought his monyy wis no where 
ſecure but in my hands, endeavoured ſeveral 
timcs to vanquiſh my ſcruples; but in vain: I 
was determined to prevent the leaſt ſuſpicion upon 
this occaſion, and therefore confided it to the care 
ot the two treaturers, Morfontaine and Gobelin. 
I removed his Majeſty's fears by promiſing him, 
that I would obſerve ſo carefully how this money 
was laid out, that he ſhould not ſuffer the leaſt 
lois. I ſeparated, in the preſence of the receivers, 
thoſe ſums that were neceſſary for the payment of 
the army, the expence of a train of artillery of 
twenty pieces of cannon, with double equipagrs, & 
ſufficient quantity of powder, beſides a convoy 

other implements neceflary for a ſiege, ſuch as 
pick.-axes, &c. which 1 cauſed to be carried to A- 
miens. I likewite lud aſide fifty thouſand crowns 
more for the King's privy purſe, out of which he 
generally beſtowed preſents, unknown to the Ca- 
tholics, on many old officers and Proteſtant fol- 
diers who had ſerved him faithfully in his wars. 
The remainder, which I calculated with the great. 
eſt exaCtneis, amounted ſtill to four hundred and 
fiity thouſand crowns, and I carefully preſerved 
both my former accounts, and thole relating ro 
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the ſums that were taken from the total. Put he. 
ing deſirous of having a ſecond proof of what the 
gentlemen of the council and their reccivers-vene. 
ral were capable of, I affected great negligence 
concerning the diſpoſal of the money; and when 
the receivers came to me, before they ſet cut for 
their offices, to demand a copy of my accounts, 
I replied, that having no longer any concern about 
a ſum that was now under the care of other per- 
ſons, and they having been witnefſes themſelves 
of the uſes to which the money had been applied, I 
had deſtroyed theſe papers, as having now no fur. 
ther occaſion for them, Ot this the receivers did 
not fail to intorm their maſters. 

A month was pafſed fince the money was car. 
rie d to the treaſury, during which time they made 
ſome payments out ot it, of which ] likewite pre- 
tended to krep no account: but here it was not 
pe ſſible to commit a mittakez for no ſums being 
paid withcut a warrant from the council, all that 
was hecetlary was, to keep an exact memorandum 
of it, which ] did. hefe warrants in a ſhort 
time amounted to fifty thoufand crowns, and 


conte quently there was fill tour hundred thouſand | 


in the treaſury. The King, however, ſome days 
after, demanding two hundred thouſand crowns 


to be ſent to Amiens, where the deſigned prepa- 


rations were already made, particularly for the ta- 
king of Hedin, Sancy and the reſt replied, that 
they believed this ſum was ſtill in the treatu- 
ry, and that was all; and ſending for IYIncar- 
ville, who was likely to know beſt, having the 


care of the regiſters, he aſſured the King that there 


was hardly two hundred thouſand crowns in his 
coffers. His Majeſty, io whom 1 had ſaid three 


days before that there was ſtill fur hundred thou— 


fand crowns remaining, was extremely ſur priſcd; 


but their aſſertions were ſo poſitive that they for- 


ced his belief; and he told me that 1 muſt eee 
7 
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I be miſtiken, I was ſo fure of the contrary, that 
| mentioned before D'Incarville himſelf, and all my 
colleagues, whom his Majeſty had fent for, that 
there was a miſtake of one half of the money. 
D'Incarville replied, that his regiſters were more 
certain than my memory; and offered to bring, 
the next day, an extract of all his payments. I 
perceived from whence fo great a ſecurity proceed. 
ed, and I was reſolved to ſuffer them, till the laſt 
moment, to flatter themſelves that they were going 
to gain a complete victory over me. I had courage 
cnough to conceal, even from the King, the ſtra> 
tagem I had made uſe of, and to endure, without 
reply, his reproaches, for letting this ſum go out 
of my hands, contrary to his order. 

The accounts were brought the next day, well 
atteſted, and no miſtake was found in the diſburſe- 
ments; that would have been too palpable: 
the whole miſtake lay in the receipts, which was 
founded upon their full perſuaſion that J had really 
deſtroyed the papers which proved the quantity 


— 


and quality of the coin carried at different times 


to the royal treaſury. I ſecretly reflected with 
aſtoniſhment on the ſubtlety with which they had 
ated with regard to theſe receipts, ſo as to in- 
volve them in an obſcurity impenetrable to any 
one who was not poſſefled of a full proof of their 
falſehood, and with what art they had given to this 
obſcurity an air of truth, and even of conviction, 


I aiked to fee the receipts, with a feigned ill. 


humour, which ſeemed to theſe gentlemen a con- 
feſſion of my defeat. The council offered to 
make the receivers-general depoſe upon oath the 
numbers and vontents of the carriages which had 
bcen ſent to the royal treaſury, I replied, that 
the diſcuſſion would be too tedious. D'Incarville, 
who took great advantages of my diflembled per- 
plexity, told me, that 1 might go and examine the 
regiſters of the finances upon the ſpot, ſince 

Vol. II. L they 
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they could not be moved out of the of® :es. Al. 
though | eaſily comprehended that theſe regiſters, 
public and authoriſed as they were, might (till be 
counterfeited like the reſt, yet I could not imagine 
the manner in which it was done, the receipt for 
each of the carriages being ſigned by D' Arnaud 
and De L'Hote, whoſe hand-writing I knew: [ 
had therefore a curiolity to ſee theſe regiſters : all 
appeared very exact, and in the uluval forms. The 
gentlemen of the council began then to inſult over 
me, and they made a very bad ule of their ſuppoſed 
advantages. 3 

I now thought it time to filence them, and to 
cover them in their turn with a real confuſion, 
Accordingly, I produced the notes and accounts 
ſigned by the eight receivers-general; and likewiſe 
an exact memorandum of all the warrants of 
payment. That inſtant all their arrogance va- 
niſhed, and they would have been reduced to the 
neceſſity of confeſſing their roguery, had they not 
bethought themſelves of a contrivance to avoid it; 
but ſo groſs a one, as till left them, in my 
opinion, all the diſgrace. A clerk, inſtructed by 
D'Incarville, came to the King, and told him, 
that L'Hote, who kept the key of the hall where 
the regiſter lay, being abſent one day when one 
of the moſt confiderable of the carriages was 
brought to the treaſury, and the receivers who 
conducted it being in haſte to return, he thought 
it would be ſufficient to mark the ſum contained 
in the carriage, upon a looſe ſheet of paper, in- 
tending to get it afterwards reviſed, and ſigned by 
D'Incarville, and inferted in the *reoi? ::4 ; but 
that he himſelf afterwards going to 4ewiigqart, 
it had flipt out of his memory; for which he 
intreated his Majeſty's pardon. The King content- 
ed himſelf with flightly reprimanding him for 
his neglect, ordering more care to be taken of the 
regiſters for the future. Then going towards the 
Conſtable, 
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Conſtable, (who was at the end of the gallery where 
all this had pafled, and who in the whole affair had 
appcared more favourable to the gentlemen of the 
council than to me), he cried out to him at a di- 
ſtance, in the preſence of ſeveral perſons, that his 
money was tound, and that he would make it 
known for once whom he was to entruſt. 

Amidſt theſe contentions came the day appoint- 
ed for the meeting of the ſtates of the kingdom, 
or rather of the aſſembly of notables; for ſo they 
were called, The reaſon of adopting this name , 
inſtead of that of the ſtates of the kingdom, which 
ſhould naturally have been uſed, aroſe wholly 
from the lawyers and financiers, who perceiving, 
that at this time they had riches and influence to 
give them ſuch a ſuperiority to the other claſſes, 
as they were unwilling any but the clergy ſhould 
ſhare with them, diſdained to fee themſelves le- 
velled with the people by one common denomina- 
tion; which yet muſt have been the caſe, if the 
forms uſed in theſe aſſemblies, and particular- 


1596. 


* Perefixe ſays, that it is becauſe the King had not time toy 
aſſemble the ſtates together: © The kings,” ſays Aubigne, with 
his uſual malevolence, „have recowrſe to ſuch forts of aſſem- 
blies, when thoſe of the ſtates-general are tedious, difficult, or 
ſuſpected by them. The deſign of aſſembling theſe little ſtates 
being to fiad money to cariy on the war againſt Spain, there 
were ſeveral ſchemes propoſed and agreed to; the pancarte, 
or old rate, was the chief, which was but very ill received in 
* many places of the kingdom,“ Sc. Tom. 3. l. 4- c. 14. De 
Thou ſays very little of it, J. 117. and Davila no more. All 
that is ſaid in theſe Memoirs about this aſſembly is found, ſo far 
as Il know, no where elſe: and in order to render it the more 
intelligible, 1 have taken the liberty which I have defired in the 
preface to this work, and that was, to compare with each other 


all the thoughts that the compilers of M. de Sully's manuſcripts: 


have made uſe of in their mcmoirs, without any order of con- 
nection. As we may well ſuppoſe that they were all mutually 
connected, and had cach their proper object in the mind of this 


great ſtateſman, it entirely èoincides with his views, to apply them: 
to the ſubjects to which they naturally belong. And all that can 
be delired is, [ think, never to alter the ſubſtance of the thoughts 


in my onginal; to which —— priacipally applied myſelf. - 
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ly the diſtinction of the three orders, had been 


preſerved. They, indeed, made their appearance 


with magnificence and ſplendor, which tunk the 
nobility, the ſoldiers, and other members of the 
ſtate, below conſideration, fince they were not 
able to dazzle the eyes with ſplendid equipages, the 
glitter of gold, nor a long train of attendants ; 
things which will always draw the envy, the reve- 
rence, and the worihip, of the vulgar ; or, more 
properly, will be a laſting proof of our folly and 
depravity. | 

Such, in general, is the notion that onght to be 
formed of great and auguſt aſſemblies. Thoſe men 
of whom one imagines, that they muſt come thither 
with minds full of wiſdom and public ſpirit, warm 
with all the zeal that animated the ancient legiſla- 
tors, commonly think on no other buſineſs than 
how to make a ridiculous diſplay of their pomp, 
and ſhew their effeminacy to moſt advantage, 
The diſunion of the bodies which compoſe theſe 
aſſemblies, the diſſentions, oppoſitions of intereſt, 
deſire to over-reach each other, intrigues, and 
eonfuſion, which compoſe the true notion of 
them, have their original from the ſame hateful 
cauſe, as well as the meannels there diſcovered in 
the proſtitution of cloquence. By what fatality 
does it then happen, that what improvements one 
age makes in knowledge above preceding times, are 


never applied to the advancement of virtue, but 


always to the refinement of vice ? 

By all this there is no intention to inſinuate, 
that in theſe aſſemblics there may not be found a 
imall number of men of great abilities and great 


virtues, men whole qualities no body ditputes 3 


but inſtead of being forced into public notice, they 
are treated with an affectation of negligence and 
contempt, which fink them into filence, and with 


them ſuppreſs the voice of the public good. Thus 


long experience has ſhewn, that an aflembly 
| of 
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of theſe ſtates rarely produces the good that might 
be expected; for, in order to anſwer ſuch expecta- 
tions, the members ought to be equally inſtructed 
in true and honeſt policy; at leaſt, ignorance and 
knavery ſhould be lilent in the preſence of the few 
of knowledge and integrity: but ſuch. is always the 
character of multitudes, that for one wiſe man, there 


125 


are many fools, and preſumption is the firſt attribute 


of folly ; it is here more than any where, that great 
virtues, inſtead of exciting. reſpect and emulation, 
rovoke hatred and envy. | 
Beſides, if the Prince that holds theſe aſſemblies 
is powerful, and fond of power, he will eaſily de- 
feat their ſchemes, or cruſh them into ſilence; but, 
if he is weak, and unacquaiated with his own rights, 
an unbounded licentiouſneſs of debate will foon- 
fink the kingdom into all the miſeries that naturally 
follow the depreſſion of the royal authority. Ne- 
ceſlicy therefore requires, that there ſhould be, 
both in the ſovereign and the ſubjects, a complete: 
knowledge of their ſeveral rights, and mutual 
obligations, The firſt law of a ſovereign is, that 
he ſhould keep the law; for he has himſelf 
two ſovercigns, God and the law: juſtice ought 
to preſide on his throne, and gentleneſs to ſupport 
it, God is the true owner of kingdoms, and mo- 
narchs are but the miniſters, who ought to exhibit 
to the people a true copy of the perfections of him 
in whole place they ſtand; and remember, that 
they do not govern like him but when they exer- 
ciſe their power like fathers. In hereditary mo- 
narchies, there is an hereditary miſtake :. the 
tovereign-is maſter of the life and property of his: 


ſubjects, and by means of theſe words, Such is 
our pleaſure, is diſpenſed from giving. the reaſons: 
of his conduct, and from having any reaſons to 
giv e Suppoſing this were really the right of a: 
King, is it not the utmoſt degree of imprudence,, 
to incur voluntarily the hatred of thoſe who muſt: 


every moment have his life in their hands? And 
L 3 bated 


View 


— — — F — 
4 go.) © 240-5 KL. # me 2 i . — —_— * — 
. 2 Len A \ (2 - NPY 2 * 2 > 
$ 1 1 2 rn — — 
* gs £4 ; . 


— 6 t- — 
o 4 
— lO 40% 


Ma 2 828 WE 


2 F EET 


PP A ae ara kit EE OT 
* * K o 


_yz 


PPP es ot ita Es ea, La 
*,* 3 rod RL LIED 


1 

8 Pa Ka 1 . 

N r 
＋ 


A 
hoes yt ate WS thy, 


. 


W 


E 


r — 
* <4 * * 4Þ * © 2 — 4 - n 40 4 


— 
1 


: 
4 — N ; 
> vxERa 


Ren" * 


227 
. 


„ — te „ * W 
> * r 8 * " 1 N 
; £ . e 


n e N 
1 . nn rr 
- . - # -» 


— 8 r 


— 

2 
Dr 
n » 

SA) 


4 
4 \ 
| 
15 
f 
{ 


8 

* 
A 
<8 

# 


gt he rem 
* « 7 
4 * 


1 ä 
EKS 
2 


— _ — — 


= — —— —˙ —— 


— 


il 5 
— 
i 

* 
a" 
[ 

x 
TY; 

My 

+, 4} 

1 

EF 

. 

> % 

_— 
__ o 
— 7 Ik 

.., = 

2 = 

— 

* þ * 
1 5 
= * 2 
oy 

. 7 

"x * 
n : 
_-. 
"= Sx 

"1g T ke: 
\ . Y 1 7 
3 : 
=_ + 70 

TAS + 
x * . q 
__ f 

N 
> 

7 - | 
= 
. * = 
. 

"- 

E<E 
£5 1 
RE 1 
r. ; 
= * 
_— 
1:70. 
13 . 

4 1 
7 141 
"a 175 ö 

2 CL; 

S - 
"As G 
© 3490 17 X 
a = + 
5 7 
i q + .$ 

.- = 

y l 

' 

+ s & 

{1 1 
5 1 

5 7 
, 1 
Fs. I = 4 1 
* £2. 

> 
2 1 

4 = 8 
= [1 7 1 ö 
i F$8K&I 

TE 
=_ © 
U 
1 
19 
® y YP 
q 
'F . 
£ 
y iy [ 
13 
L a i 
\ 
1 : 
- : 
7 
$$ 
I : 
'I- 
#* 
: 
13 
= 
EE 
= = 
VF: 
Ss 
1 
ö 
1 
{ 
® 
4 
' 
7 
$1 
| 
1 
1 » 
19 l 
- ; 
i 1 ! 
| 
+. 
1 
f I g 
SS 
* 
? 
: 
31 
29 


. —— — 
— — —— > ow — gh 
*. * — > 
m_ 
= 


1268 MEMOIRS Dock VIII. 


hated he muſt certainly be, who forces a conceſſion 
of power, with a previous declared intention to 


abulfe it. 


With regard to ſubjects, the firſt law which re- 
ligion, reaſon, and nature, preſcribe them, is obe- 


dience; their duty is, to reverence, honour, and 


fear their Princes, as repreſentatives of the ſupreme 
Governor, who. may be ſaid to appear viſibly on 
earth by theſe his miniſters, as he appears in 
heaven by the orbs of light. 'Theſe duties they 
are to pay from a principle of gratitude, for the 
fecurity and advantages they enjoy under the pro- 
tection of the royal authority: for the calamity of 
having an unjuſt, ambitious, and arbitrary King, 
they have no other remedy but that of ſoftenin 
him by ſubmiſſion, and propitiating God by prayer. 
All grounds of refiſtance, however ſold they may 
be thought, will appear, upon a careful examina- 
tion, to be nothing more than artful and ſubtle 
pleas for diiloyalty z, nor has it been found, that by 
oppoſition Princes have been reformed, or taxes 
aboliſhed ; but to the calamities which gave room 
for complaints, has. been. added a new degree of 
miſery, as may be found by inquiring into the ſenti- 


ments of the lower people, and particularly thoſe of 


the country. 

Such are the principles upon which the mutual 
happineſs of governors and ſubjects might eaſily. be 
fixed, if, in general afſemblies of the nation, 
each party appeared fully convinced of the truth 
of theſe maxims : but ſuppoſing this the caſe, there: 
would: {till be leſs need of general aſſemblies, to 


which recourſe is never had but where there is ſome: 


Ciſapreement. between the members and the head. 

It may, however, be concluded, that, as theſe aſ- 
femblies are ar preſent ulclets, both on account of 
the occaſions on which they are called, and of the 
methods in which they proceed, ſo they might be 
of great — far the ſupport of regularity and 


general 
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general virtue, if the prince, acting as the real head 


of united members, would call them with no other 
purpoſe, than to oblige thoſe who lay down their 
employments to give an account of their adminiſtra» 
tion, in the face of the kingdom, and to chute, with 
wiſdom and diſcernment, thoſe by whom their 

laces are to be ſupplied; animating them to a due 
diſchrrge of their offices by his exhortations, and 
by a public diſtribution of praiſe and blame, puniſh- 
ments and rewards “*. 

Henry, while he waited for the meeting of the aſ- 
ſembly, took a journey to Arques, Dieppe, and 
Caudebec, c. that he might have a ſight of the 
places where fo many memorable actions had been 
performed, and I accompanied him to all thoſe 

laces. 
On his Majeſty's return to Rouen, he opened the 
aſſembly by a ſpeech, uttered. with a dignity beco- 
ming a great Prince, and a fincerity with which prin- 
ces are unacquainted : he declared that, to avoid all 
appearance of violence or compulſion, he had 
determined not to call an. aflembly of deputies, 
named by the King, and blindly obſequious to all his 
inclinations, but that he admitted at large perſons 
of all ranks and conditions, that men of knowledge 
and merit might have an opportunity to propoſe, 
without fear, whatever they thought neceflary tor 
the public good; that, at that time, he would not 
attempt to confine them by any limitations, but en- 
Joined them not to make an ill uſe of this freedom, 
by any attempt to leſſen the ſovereign authority, 
which is the chief ſtrength of the kingdom; and (x- 
horted them to eſtablith union among their meme. 
bers, to give eaſe to the people, to clear the royal 
treaſury from debts, which, though it was liable in 


- * There cannot, I think; any thing be added to the juſtneſs of 


theſe ſentiments. And we nced only emit hither thoſe who, with 


Comines, Boulainvillars, &c. have taken the fide ot the ſtates, and 
the ariſtocratical party. 
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them, it never had contracted; to ſhew their juſtice 
in reducing exorbitant ſalaries, without leflening 
thoſe that were neceflary 3 and to ſettle, for times 
to come, a fund clear of incumbrances, ſufficicnt 
for the ſupport of the army. 

He added, that it ſhould be no objettion to him, 
that the meaſures propoſed were nat of his own 
contrivance, provided he found them dictated by 
juſtice, and public ſpirit: that they ſhould not find 
him pleading his age, his experience, or perſonal 
qualities, as an exemption from any juſt regulations, 
though Princes often made excuſes far leis defenſi- 
ble > but that he would ſhew, by his example, that 
it was no leſs the buſineſs of Kings to enforce edicts, 
than of ſubjects to obey them “. 

Henry role after this ſpeech, declaring that nei. 
ther he nor his council would be preſent at their 
conſultations, that they might be wholly freed from 
conſtraint; and accordingly went out with all his 
connſellors, leaving only me to lay betore the aflem. 
bly ſuch accounts, memoirs, and public papers, as 
were neceſſary for their information. 

When I gave an account of the laſt aſſembly of 
theſe eſtates at Paris, 1 ſpoke at large of their me- 
thods of proceeding, and the forms uſed in thole 
great and numerous aſſcmblies; and ſhall therefore 
only oblerve, at pretent, that excepting the ſubject 
of their deliberations, this aſſembly exactly reſem- 


f I were deſirous,” ſays he, “ to paſs for anelaborate orator, 
% would have introduced here more fine words than good-will : 
4% but my ambition aims at ſomething higher than to ſpeak- well: 
4% I aſpire to the glorious titles of the deliverer and reſtorer of 
* France, I have not called you together, as my predecellors 
% have done, to oblige you blindly to approve ot my will and 
% pleaſure ; I have cauſed you to be aſſembled, in order to 1c» 
«© ceive your councils, to depend upon them, and to follow them; 
in ſhort, to put myſelt into your havds as my guardiaps : this 
z a declaration which is not very common for Kings, for pref 
* hairs, or tor conquerors, like me, to make; but the love whic 
l bear my. ſubjeas, and the extreme fondneſs which I have to 
0 preſerve my ſtate, have made me find every thing eaſy, and 
# every thing honourable,” Pere. part 3. 
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bled the former. As they were now neceſſarily to 
come to ſome concluſion, particularly with relation 
to the ſubfidies, an the method of railing them, 
they could think of nothing better to be done, than 
to make a collection of old uſeleſs regulations of a 
nature contrary to the preſent ſtate ot affairs. For, 
inſtead of conſidering, that the nation ought to be 
treated as a body afflicted with ſome new and ex- 
traordinary diſtemper, and therefore requiring an 
uncommon remedy, and that in proportion as its 
mechaniſm is better known, the operations per- 
formed upon it ought to be altered; ſuch is the 
force of prejudice, that men continue obſtinately 
to endeavour the cure of their prefent diſorders by 
means of which the inefficacy is demonſtrated by 
their inability to prevent the evils, or to ſtop their 
progreſs. An injudicious reverence for antiquity, 
a falſe notion of cauſes, occaſioned by the diſtance 
of time; a want of diligent reflection on the paſt, 
and of clear views of the future, about which our 
ſelf-love hinders us from coming to any agreement, 
all contribute to perpetuate the wrong meaſures of 
ancient times, It is a maxim with ſome, that laws 
and cuſtoms are not to be changed; a maxim to 
which I zealouſly adhere, except when the advan- 
tage, and what is much ſtronger, the neceffity of 
the public “ requires their alteration. 


Accordingly 


* The genius of the French nation, they ſay, is ſuch, that this 


alone renders all change, even the moſt uſeful and neceſſary, ex- 


tiemely dangerous for us: a ſyſtem, whoſe foundation it ſeems all 
the world at this day, agrees was excellent, and which, notwith- 
ſtialing this, has had very troubleſome conſequences, makes 
us init more than ever upon this conſideration. The Duke 
de Sully, who lived at a time in which he did not want for proots 
ot the detects objected to the nation, would have anſwered to 


this, chat two things are abſolutely necetſary in any nation what- 


ever, in order to ſecure the ſucceſs of tuch ſort of enterpriſes: 
the firit is an authority in the legiſlator, ſufficicntly great not to 
be obliged to change, or abate the leaſt title of his plan through 
tear, policy, or compliance; the ſecond, is a wiſdom equally 
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Accordingly they beſtowed their time and paing 
with raking old regulations and ſtatutes out of the 
duſt, and went on flill enlarging the collection, 
which they found already to be of no value, till an 
impoſſibility came full in their view, and deſtroyed 
their project; for it appeared that theſe old conſti— 
tutions were adapted to a form of government in 
which royalty, though decorated with a ſpecious 
title, was a ſtate of ſervitude; and could therefore 
not be applied to a time when the public intereſt 
had concentered in a ſingle perſon the authority 
which was formerly diſtributed amongſt great num. 
bers, and eſtabliſhed monarchy as the ſureſt foun- 
dation of general ſecurity. _ _ 

This fancy was followed by another, which held 
them for a time by ſome ſpecious appearances, 
though, in effect, it was no leſs inconvenient than 
the former. This was the eſtabliſhment of a new 
council, which they thought it proper to denomi- 
nate the council of reaſon, whoſe members ſhould 
be firſt named by the aflembly, and afterwards by 
the ſovereign courts, But there was already a 
council of this kind, and that very council had 
been apparently the cauſe of the diforders in the 
finances, and the abjzct poverty of the nation, 
This ſignified nothing; the whole multitude ſuffer- 
ed themſelves to be ſo dazzled by a fine name, and 
a new choice, that it was propoſed and agreed to 
make the ſame evil its own remedy, It was deter- 


great, to prepare all the means for putting it in execution. A- 
mid(t a great number of real changes that have been made in the 
different parts of the government, which will be ſeen in the ſe⸗ 
quel of theſe memoirs, we may obſerve a (till greater number of 
projects which have not been exccuted, though formed a great 

while ago: an what is the reaſon ? Why, becanſe Henry the 
Great and his miniſter watched and, waited for the proper. cou* 
j unctures and circumſtances, c. which ſhould tender them cer- 
tain and infallible. Iwill not ſcruple to ſay, that perfect {kill 
conſiſts not in imagining, but in knowing, the hazards that pro- 
ceed from too great precipitation, aud too great ſluwnels, to be 


aware of the proper opportunity; and in ſhut, to know how to 
conduct and how to prepare for it. | 


mined 
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mined that the new council ſhould divide the King's 
revenue into two parts, which they eſtimated, with- 
out much examination, at thirty millions of livres“; 
that they ſhould keep one hatf in their own hands, 
for the diſcharge of arrears, penſions, ſalaries, and 
other public debts and engagements; and that out 
of the ſame ſum they ſhould repair or erect cities, 
buildings, roads, or other public works ; and that 
of this ſum neither the King nor the ſovereign court 
ſhould have power to take cognizance, or examine 
the application. It may eafily be imagined, how 
the members of the council flattered their rapacity 
by a diſpoſal ſo abſolute and unaccountable of half 
the revenues of the ſtate : let us for a moment ſup- 

oſe them diſhoneſt in their management, what num- 


bers muſt be diſtreſſed, what confuſion and ruin muſt - 


enſue | : 

The other part was left to the King, to be ma- 
naged by him, or his miniſters, with equal exemp- 
tion from account, This thare was burthened with 
all the expences of the artillery and fortifications, 
all foreign affairs, embaſſizs, and negotiations, the 
{upport of his houſehold, his buildings, and his e- 
quipage, the payment of his officers, and his privy 
purſe. Neither party was confined by any preſcrip- 
tions, as to the manner of railing or managing et- 
ther ſhare of the revenue; ſo they preſerved that 


mutual independence on which the projectors va- 


lued themſelves ; as if the ſtrength of the kingdom 
did not depend upon the power of aſſiſting, ac- 
cording to their reſpective need, any of the parts 
that ſhould happen to be in diſtreſs, and ſupplying 


The author has reaſon to ſay that this computation is not ex- 
at, fince, notwithſtanding the augmentation of the King's reve- 
nucs, and the clearing of his debts that happened under his mi- 
niſtry, and which may be ſeen in the ſequel of theſe memoirs to 
amount to a very conſiderable ſum. Cardinal Richelieu did not 
valne the whole revenues of the ſtate, after all the alterations 
which he himfeif had made, at more than thirty five millions. 
Jet. Pol. part 3. p. 1524 | 

the 
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and ſpoke of it at that time. 
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the diſeaſed, if I may uſe the expreſſion, with the 
ſuperfluous blood of thoſe that are more ſound. 
As the thirty millions at which the royal reve. 
nues have been rated, were ſuſpected to be ſome. 
what more than their real value, they reſolved to 
create a new tax, by laying five per cent.“ upon 
all merchandiſes , and proviſions bought and fold 
in the kingdom, by wholeſale or retail. When 
they computed the amount of the trade of particu. 
lar perſons, and the expences of neceflity, conve- 
nience, and luxury, they concluded that this new 
tax might ſafely be rated at five millions; and the 


Book VIII. 


happy notion was bleſt a thouſand times, though in 


reality the ſcheme was no leſs chimerical than the 
new computation was erroneous 4. 

When the aſſembly had thus brought their 
ſcheme in all its branclies to perfection, they ſent 
it by their deputies to the King, who received the 
propolal in this council. The indignation raiſed by 
this project inſtantly appeared by ſuch a confuſion 
of outcries and murmurs, that the King had great 
difficulty to make the council give their opinions 
one by one. The ficld of diſcuſſion was boundleſs; 
every man was made eloquent by vexation and re- 
ſentiment. When my turn came, I ſatisfied myſelf 
with ſaying coolly, that I had nothing to add to. 


_* We have ſeen a tranſlation of theſe memoirs which uniformly 
renders /ou pour libre, a penny in the ſhilling,” which is a tweltth 
part, whereas a ſou is only the twentieth part of a livre. 

+ Corn was the only thing that was exempted. 

t M. de Sully thinks and ſpeaks of the eſtabliſhing a ſou in the 
Hvre, or ſhilliog in the pound, as almoſt the whole world thought 
Le Grain nevertheleſs gives his 
ſuſfrage to this tax, I. 6. Matthieu does not condemn it; and what 
is of greater weight, Cardinal Richelieu finds it to be ſo much the 
more juſt, as it is eſtabliſhed, ſays he, in divers other ſtates, and 
had been already re ſolved on by a body of the ſtates, under Fran- 
cis I. However, the difficulties and inconveniencies which M. de 
Sully mentions in the ſequel are real, and partly the fame which 
made Richelicu be the fiiſt entirely to diſſuade Lewis XIII. from 
eſtabliſhing it. T. Pol. p. 3. c. 9.5 7. 


ſuch 


1596. 'OF TK . 133 


ſuch fine harangues. The King, who obſerved me 
attentively, and wondered at my caution, reſolved 
to have a private (converſation with me before he 

ave the ſuffrage which was to determine for or a- 
gainſt the Hembly's ſcheme; he therefore adjourn- 
ed the conſideration of the affair till the morrow, 
in the preſence of the ſame perſons. As ſoon as 


we were alone, he afked me with eagernels the rea- 


ſon of my ſilence; and | offered to his conſidera- 
tion the following obſervations. 7 

It is certain, that the aſſembly were ſo infatua- 
ted with their new ſcheme, that if the King ſhould 
follow the opinion of his council, and reject it 
with ſcorn, he would expoſe himſelf to the danger 
of a general diflatisfaQtionz the more dangerous be- 
cauſe the ſtates aſſembled acknowledged no ſuperior, 
vor allowed that even the King had power to alter 


their deciſions. One of the moſt important maxims 


of monarchical governmentis, that the King ſhould 


take care not to reduce his ſubjects to acts of diſo- 
bedience, or even to words of diſreſpect; beſides, 


the King would directly break the word by which 


he had promiſed the aſſembly to conform himſelf 


to their reſolutions : and to conclude, all they who 
contrived, or had adopted the ſcheme, would make 
the rejection of it by the King an argument, by 
which they would convince themſelves, that this 
was the true ſcheme of affairs, till by an attempt 
to put it in execution they were cured of their no- 
tion, and would inſinuate, that only their Prince 
had prevented them from ſeeing that practice eſta- 


bliſhed in France, which had been for ſo long a 


time deſired. Every body knows, that it is the 


diſpolition of the -people, eſpecially of thoſe that 


have ſpirit and reſentment, to ſpeak diſreſpectfully 
of their ſovereign's meaſures. | 
On the other fide, it was equally certain that 


this project was at once deſtructive in its tendency, 
and impraCticable in its execution; to give a fuil 
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conviction of this, the leaſt knowledge of the fi. 
mances was ſufficient, Beſides the obſtructions 
which I have juſt been mentioning, how many more 
muſt ariſe from the competitions which would be 
produced by an election of the 4 4 of the 
council, who were to be taken cqually from all the 
12 of the kingdom? No ſooner could this 
ſcheme, which was now only ſketched out, be 
branched into particulars, than that appearance of 
impartiality and juſtice, by which the conduct of 
public affairs muſt be neccflarily thrown into the 
hands of new and unexpericnced men, would oc- 
caſion innumerable miſcalculations and miſtakes, 
It was apparent that the heads of the new council, 


' would immediately grow giddy, and that all the 


meaſures they would take would be only blunder 
accumulated on blunder. 

From the impoſſibility that any advantage ſhould 
ariſe from this ſcheme, I drew my arguments to 
perſuade the King to conſent to it; by which he 
would obtain, in the eyes of his people, the honour 
of falling readily into the meaſures which they 


themſelves had propoſed ; and this condeſcenſion 


would be ſo far from leflening the royal authority, 
that when the new council bad made the melan- 
choly experiment of their ſtrength, he would ulti- 
mately receive this advantage, that all the parts of 
the finances would return into his own hands more 
exempted from dependence. As the calculation of 
the royal revenues was made by the aflembly, and 


the council ſelected from it, it would be ſuppoſed 


that they had taken in all neceſſary conſiderations 


relating to thoſe payments, of which the collection 


was moſt difficult and expenſive ; they could not 
therefore take it amiſs, that the King choſe his fif- 
teen million out of that part which he liked beſt. 


Chufing far his part the revenue of the five great 


farms, Þ\cheats and Caſval-rents, Crown-lands 
and Subſidics, or Royal Aids, he might expect, 
without 
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M 2 left 


f without preſu nption, to ſee. them doubled, if not 
"= trebled, in a thort timz. Pais I ſpok: with full 
Wa ' coatidence, becaule I had already provided myſelf 
0 of reſponſible people, who had engaged to tak? 
G theſe farms at a conliderable advance. With res 
1 ſpect to that which remained in the hands of the 
1 council of realon, the cale was quite otherwiſe, 
. and I would have been bound to the King, that the 
f five per cent. amongſt others, would not, when all 
'f expences were defrayed, bring in above two hun- 
” dred thouſand crowns clear money, 
1 The reaſon why I did not give this opinion open- 
P ly in the council, was, becauſe I thought it proper 
| that it ſhould ſeem to come from the King himſelf. 
1 The King, after having heard me with great atten- 
* tion, was afraid leſt my advice ſhould vate, him 

into difficulties, and into a miſtake in ſome ſort ir- 
d retrievable; but having conſidered my reaſons very 
gt ſeriouſly, he reſolved to follow my opinion. | 
8 When the council met next day, they gave their” 1 
a votes as the day before, and 1 voted in the fame: H 
* fide, The King declared that he could not follow A. 
n their advice, lett them in the utmoſt aſtoniſhment, 9 
5 and went in to the aſſembly, where he declared, in 8 
* ſtrong terms, that finding himſelf diſpoſed to pro- 1 
s mote, with all his power, the inclinations of ſo wiſe: 1 
f a body, he received their ſcheme without any qua- 1 
0 lification or reſtriction, which he conſidered as con- 4 
f ſting of three articles; the erection of an inde- i: 
1 pendent council, the diviſion of the public reve- 18 
4 nues, and the raiſing a tax of five per cent.; that 1 
6 the aſſembly had nothing to do but in twenty-four * 
n hours to name the council; to give ia a ſchedule * 
y of the thirty millions, that he might chuſe his own J 
a ſhare: and that they ſhould ſce, by his conduct, 48 
I whether he or the council were the better œcono- 5 
l miſts, The goodneſs and compliance of the King 1 
. were loudly praiſed; and the council finding itſelf Ml 
concluded by a dzrecmination fo unanimous, which. 1 
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left no farther room fo debate, at leaſt between 


the King and his ſubjects, thought of nothing but 
returning to Paris, there to. conclude this maſter- 
piece of poliey. 

The new council was. not formed with fo litile 
diſturbance as had been expected; that change of 
temper which retarded the election was fo great, 
that people of penetration ſaw from- that moinent 
how chimerical a ſcheme had been embraced by the 
multitude. The nomination was at laſt completed, 
in which the clergy were very buſy from the ſirſt; 
and the Cardinal de Gondy, famous for his œco- 
nominal abilities, was put at its head, as if public 
affairs was to be adminiſtered by the ſame rules as 
rhoſe of a private houſe. The council of reaſon 
held their meetings regularly in the Fpiſcopal pa- 
ce, where the Cardinal had aſſigned them an a- 
Partment. 

But no ſooner had they begun to lay papers upon 
the table for the collection of the payments of the 
enſuing year 1597, but theſe new money-mongers 
were fo much perplexed, that they knew not on 
which fide to turn them. The farther they went, 
the more the labyrinth was perplexed ; they found 


no body that would undertake for the five per cent.: 


the farmers afked for other funds, but at a dif. 
count which put them quite at a loſs; and to add 
to their vexation, the bulineſs could not be put off: 
all the pentioners of the ſtate came upon them, and 
talked of nothing but millions to people that had 
not yet got a ſingle farthing. Chagrin and vexa- 
tion ſoon broke the unanimity. of the new council; 
they began immediately to quarrel, and reproach 
one another with ignorance and rathneſs, 

The thing was come, in a few weeks, to this 
paſs, that the council of reaſon could do nothing 
reaſonably; and they were forced to apply to D'In- 
earville and me, and begged of us to come, at leaſt 
once a-week, and give them ſuch counſcl as we. 
gave. 


n 


* 


as * * - 
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gave the King, whoſe part of the revenue they ſaw 
growing and flouriſhing day after day, I excuſed | 
myſelf on account of my employ, which took me 
up altogether. They then addreſſed the King; 
who, with his. ordinary. goodneſs, commanded me 
to go: but I did not forget, on that occaſion, what 
was neceflary to his ſervice. I lamented: the ſtate 
of the affairs of the council; I found no means of 
extrication, and I helped forward nothing but per- 
plexity. In ſhort, ſcarce three months had paſſed 
before theſe profound politicians, being at the end 
of all their art, and ſinking under their burden, 
went to the King to beg to be diſcharged. The 
King, who I believe began to like this new regula- 
tion that ſet him at eaſe, told them that every thing 
was difficult at firſt; adviſed them to take heart, 
and ſent them away confuted by their own reaſons. 
But they ſoon came back, and changed their intrea- 
ties to importunity ; confeſſed that they had been 


in the wrong when they undertook to govern che 


kingdom, and ſhewed a thouſand times more ſatiſ- 
faction on their diſmiſſion from their employment, 

than at their advancement to it: | 
This burden fell upon me, as an addition to that 
with which I was already loaded, and my labour was: 
ſo great, that it required both my days and nights. 
As I. had a kind of paſſion for the re-eſtabliſh. 
ment of the finances, I made prodigious advances: 
in the ancient regiſters of the council of ſtate, the 
parliaments, the chambers of accounts, and the- 
courts of aids, and even in'the private accounts of- 
the former ſecretaries: of ſtate, for: the new ones; 
would not communicate theirs. TI did the ſame: 
thing in the offices of the treaſurers of France, in: 
the treaſury-chamber, and in the papers of the 
trealurers.. of the exchequer “: 1: raked even into» 
that: 


* << Roſny before he entered upon his office of ſuperintendent , 
bad furnilhed himſclf with all the neceſſary informations, the. 
M. 3; K | betteg. 
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that vaſt collection where all the ordonnances are 
kept inſcribed. Having a defign to draw up a ge- 
neral ſtate of the finances for the year 1.595, which 
was the end of all my refearches, I thought it lit to 
neglect nothiag, that I might come as near as was 
poſſtble, in the firſt year of my management, to the 
exaQneſs to which I earneſtly defired to carry it. 
Whatever fraud or miſtake had crept: into the fi- 
nances, I imagined that it could be neither ſo great 
nor fo general, but I thould be able to prove and 
ſhew its original by comparing theſe pieces which 
I have been mentioning, or by the inferences to be 
drawn from them, with a due obſervation; of the 
different proportions of various: times and altera. 
tions of affairs. ; | 

The people of the King's council were frighted 
at the ſight of my project, and beginning to imagine 
that I ſaould throw every thing open, blamed them. 
felves.now more than ever for not having with 
much vigour oppoſed my admiſſion into the coun. 
eil. Maiflcs, to whom L muſt do this juſtice, that 
as ſoon as he diſcovered my intentions, he joined his 
endeavours with mine, gave me information of 
their terrors and regret, To confirm them in 
the ir ſuſpicions, I declared in public, that I had 
obtained ſuch intelligence about the finances, that 
they would be prelently regulated upon another 
plan; and 1 defired that the comptroller-general, 
the intendant of the finances of France, the trea- 
ſurer of the exchequer, and the receivers-general, 
ſhould be joined with me, in.order to draw up this 
general ſtate of the finances, of which theſe very 
men were in ſuch terror. I had the care, how- 


« better to be enabled to acquit himſelf therein: he perfectly 
© kocw all. the revenues of-the kingdom, and all the. expences. 
„ neceſſary in raiſing them ; be communicated all that he knew 
* of this matter to the King, who had in like manver ſtudied all 


. theſe things thoroughly lumſelt,” Cc. Peref. p. ans, 


ever, 
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ever, to keep the pen always between my own ſins 
ers. 

However, I could not this time keep myſelf clear 
of ſeveral conſiderable errors, nor eſcape being 
wicked by thele old practitioners. I think. it is uo 
ſhame to confeſs. it 3 this very year they gained a. 
profit of one fifth, which is exorbitant, though in- 
tnitely leſs. than their ordinary gains. I propoſed 


the next year to yemedy both this and another mi- 


ſtake which I had committed; one of the chief 
tricks of the financiers was to make. the expence 
of the current year appear to. be much more than 
the receipt, and to anticipate the revenues. of the 
following year; by which means the expence of the 
next year, and of all the reſt in ſucceſſion, was 
thrown into confuſion, from which theſe men drew 
many advantages, particularly, that of appearing 
never to have money which was. not pre-engage 

long before, and of being able to alledge this ex- 
cuſe to the King, and all thoſe whom they were 
not inclined to pay. In the ſecond place, they 
made uſe of that money: and, to conclude, they 


compounded. for the old debts at a very low price, 


and yet charged them entire in their accounts. 
This negligence of mine coſt the kingdom this year 
two millions, | 

This fault I corrected the following year, during 
my reſidence in Britany: fo that from that time 
forward the receipts and expences exactly agreed. 
And, in the mean time, to fill up the deficiency 
which my miſtake had made, I took the part ies 
caſuelles, les gabelles, the five great farms, aud the 
toll of the rivers, out of the hands of the Duke of 
Florence, who held them under the names of Gon- 
dy, Senamy, Zamet, Le-Grand, Parent, L'Argen- 
tier, and other old managers, who. had no ſhare in 


the new finances; and I increaſed theſe farms with. 


two millions that had beea loſt by miſcomputation. 
The contractors for the finances, and their aſſo- 
clates 
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ciates of the council, were thunder- ſtruck with this. 
laſt blow; bur for this time their ſpite vented itfelf 
in ſmoke, the King having ſupported me tor ſome 
time in a manner ſo conſpicuous, as funk them all 
into inactive deſpondency. The conſequence of 


140 


; his conduct to the aflembly was, that he was made 
1 maſter, not only of the pretended council of reaſon, 
| 4 but likewite of his own, whoſe authority was now 
__ declining 3, and he had no longer reaſon to fear 
: | | that his deſigns. would miſcarry, as: formerly, by 


their obſtruction. 

The deſign in which he was then. actually en- 
gaged, was the ſiege of Arras, which had been pro- 
poſed in the council of war, which excepting only: 
the tecretary, conſiſted merely of men of action: 
it had there paſſed without oppoſition ; but the re- 
folution was kept ſecret, becauſe only by conceal- 
ment could we be aſſured of ſucceis. That the 
commiſſaries with whom I agreed for ſupplies of all 
neceflary proviſions might know nothing of the 
matter, I named to them a great number of cities 
along all the frontiers of Picardy, and Arras among 
the reſt, at any of which they obliged themſelves 
to deliver, during the whole campaign, fitty thous 
fand loaves a day. Santeny, Robin de Tours, 
Mauleville, and Lambert Chevalier de Guet d'Or- 
leans, engaged likewite for the conveyance of every 
thing elſe, and particularly of twenty-five cannons, 
The contract was concluded at ſo low a price, that 
if the misfortune that happened at Amiens, a litile 

after, had not obliged us to draw thither the forces 
deſigned againſt Arras, they would have been con- 
conſiderable loſers; but as it. happened. their. gain: 
was rcalonable.. 


* 


_ id 


— — — ñ ORR — „ m P. g » •mꝛöP —*/ inv 7272 Ü ,,,, , * — 2 K —_ —— 
* 


BO OK 


hed "57 Ie”, * 
. 93. nnd GOES + Wa ra} res. dy 


pag I — SES Cr ane 3 7 ey re de . 1 = CO 
9 — e —— 9 — = A, = LP A = = 22 
; , 4 . wer Hee GR. - n I 6 * 2 a 
: 1 es me ac Solas n - NE 2 "In „ 
. — — HIT r N n l — 
— pv * — — — x fi — l 4 . ok Ls 8 ** 
— — — — * at 1 *. „ g 4 2 ” VS 1 7 r* 
2 — - 44 — — 4 — f - — . 8 4 
x b . — . — — „ p f * at's 
o r N r * Pe I a; * EE — . a * — re 2 hy LS „ 
—— o —— — 5 S — - - — — —_— 
—— — EAI. * CO SED = 1 . ee 9 0 222 => Fat ng 3 A 5 2 p . —— 4 — — — — , 
. — V — rn: 295 Ce No, ET Ins are 1 CGE Re bows bY ST do. Ws — pe > 
N N | — 1 n 3 9 v — ** 4 a 0 ; 7 1 r 1 ** - * 0 r 
— ; - Ant, ARES $456 WE 
— 64 8 F 
” 


IT, | 

hi $44 $:04, SA $2 RIS Att RN ++Þ 

N19. X 

Wh 0 © t- 0 

me 9 

* IMI E amuſements uſual at Paris in the winter- 

ide ſeaſon were no ways interrupted. by the pre- 

os arations that were making for wan. The gentle- 
4 : f ( d the tranquili 

ow: veſs of the government fecured nquillity 

ear of the public, who taſted all the ſweets of it, with. 


b out any of that allay which for ſo long a time had 
7 embittered all' their pleaſures. Gallantry, ſhews, 
play, took up the time of the courtiers; and the 


8 King, who liked thoſe diverſions through taſte, 
0+ 

oly permitted them through policy, Monſicur and 
8 Madam de Fervaques intreated me to allow of the 
wh addreſſes of Monteur de Laval, the ſon of this la- 
. dy, to my eldeſt, daughter. I referred them to the 
the King, without whole conſent I could. not now dif- 


all pole of my daughter, fince it had been propoſed 
| by the Princeſs to marry her to Monſieur de Rohang 


the N : . 
ink with whom the King being at that time offended, 
approved of Monticur de Laval. 
4 Ch day had the pleaſure of 
Wha. e court every day the pleaſure of a new 1 
Wn entertainment, from engagements of this natura, 9 
the moſt ſplendid of which was given by the Con- EE 
TS, . 8 » ” . 1 11 * 1 
* ſtable, at the ſolemnity of baptizing his ſon. This 16 
f was the pretence; but it was well known, that | 
| e of the moſt beautiful young ladies of the cour Y 
LN one of th ſt beautiful y ladies of th 55 1 
8 and who was afterwards married to an old man, be. 
hat : ; 1 
ls was the real object of theſe gallantries. Montmo- i 
| rency, amongſt all. the courtiers, choſe out twelve 1 
ces | ' | 
on- noblemen for his ballet, who he thovght would, 5 
eo appear there with the greateſt magnificence; and 1 


— 0 — 115 
me to be of this number. The elegance and pro- 


pricty with which it was conducted, and which 


K 18. 


prevailed upon the King to lay his commands upon ih 
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is the very eſſence of theſe ſort of diverſions, was 
ſuperior to any thing I had ever ſeen of the kind. 
This entertainment was univerſally allowed to 
have greatly excelled all that went before it: it 
was likewiſe the laſt, and a ſtrange diſturbance hap. 
pened at the end, I retired about two in the 
morning, and had been an hour and a half in bed, 
when 1 ſaw Beringhen enter my chamber, with 
the utmoſt conſternation painted in his counte. 
nance; he could but juſt tell me that the King 
wanted me; and aſſure me, in anſwer to my in. 
quiries, that no accident had happened to his per. 
ton; for this was the firſt queſtion 1 aſked, and 
his reply comforted me beforehand for the mil. 
Fortune, whatever it were, ſince I ſaw none which 
were abſolutely irremedible, but thoſe that threat. 
ened his life. I put on my cloaths haſtily, and ran 
to the Louvre, in great anxiety of mind: upon 
my entering the King's chamber, I ſaw him 
walking about very fait, his arms folded, his head 
reclined, and all the marks of a deep uneaſineſs * 
impreſſed on his countenance. The courtiers 
ſtood in different corners of the room, leaning 
againſt the hangings; without uttering a ſingle 
word, | 

The King coming to meet me, preſſed my hand 
with great emotion, crying, “ Ah, my friend, 
© what a misfortune! Amiens is taken.” I con- 
fels, I continued immoveable, like all the reſt, at 
this unforeſeen blow; a place fo ſtrong, fo well 
provided with every thing that was neceſſary, fo 
near to Paris, and on the fide of Picardy the on- 


* Being as it were thunderſtruck at this, and yet looking up 
©« to heaven, as he common'y does more in adverſity than pra- 
% ſperity, he ſpoke aloud, This blow 1s from Heaven! Thea 
« pauſing a little, ſaid, 1 have ſautficiently ated the part of 
* King of France, it is time now that [ aflume the character of 
% King of Navaric; and turning to the Marchioneſs, who wept, 
ve muſt quit our preſeat wartare, and take hoide to engage in 
another.“ 
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y key to the kingdom, to be taken fo ſuddenly ere 
we could be informed that it was threatened with an 
attack; the thing was almoſt incredible, and the 
general conſternation appeared to be too well 
grounded. However, I took my reſolution imme- 
diately, and while the King, who had received this 
news as he was preparing to go to bed, related to 
me the manner in which the Spaniards, with ſome 
ſacks of walnuts, had ſurpriſed this important 
place . I reflected that, inſtead of increaſing, to 
po purpoſe, the general diſmay, prudence ſuggeſt. 
ed, that, in the preſent circumſtance, it was neceſſa- 
ry to keep up every one's ſpirits, and ro comfort the 
King. 1 therefore told him, that I had in good 
time juſt put the finiſhing hand to a ſcheme, by 
which not only Amiens, but ſeveral other places, 
would be reſtored to him, without much difficulty. 

This hint alone ſeemed, on a ſudden, to have 
robbed the late misfortune of half its force; and 


although it did not hinder the King from reflect- 


ing on all the difficulties of an entefpriſe which 
might have very fatal conſequences, yet, as the a- 
ſtoniſhment the courtiers were in lett them no— 
thing to ſay, in aniwer to the King's interrogato- 
ries, but what tended to increaſe his diſquiet, 
his hopes were greatly raiſed by what I had ſaid, 


* Jt was the eleventh of March, Hernand Teillo de Porto- 
Carero, a Spaniard, the author of this ſcheme, had diſguiſed like 
country-men and country-women, carrying goods to market, a- 


bout thirty Spaniards, who ſtopped up one of the gates of the 


town, and amuſed the guard, by pouring out at the entrance 
thetcof a cart loaded with ſacks full of filberts which one of them 
untied; and during this time ſome Spaniſh troops, who lay eon- 
cealed behind the hedges, marched up, and putting the guard to 
the ſword, made themſelves maſters of the town. See an ac- 
count of this in all the hiſtorians under the year 1597, Hernand 
Teillo was killed in bravely d<tending this town againſt Hen» 


ſy IV. -He uſed to ſay, that the three greateſt commanders he 


knew, were Henry for the conduct of a large army, the Duke of 
Maienne for the ſiege of a town, aud Marechal Biron for a battle. 
Malibiea, tom. 3. J 2. p. 233» 

and 
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and he deſired to know what methods they were by 
which I propoſed to ſerve him. I replied, that he 
ſhould be informed by the papers I had drawn yp 
for that purpoſe; and I went out as if to ferch them, 
leaving the King at leaſt in a more compoſed ſtate 


of mind than 1 had found him. Had he been a 


witneſs of my perplexity and uneaſineſs, when I was 
alone in my cloſet, he would have ſuppreſſed part 
of thoſe praiſes which he beſtowed on me when ! 
had quitted his chamber ; for then it was, that, re. 
figning myſelf up to reflection, I compreherided the 
whole extent of thole misfortunes, which might be 
expected from the preſent poſture of affairs. The 
King's treafure exhauſted, not a fingle regiment 
fit for ſervice; at the ſame time that there was 
an abſolute neceſſity both for money and troops, 


in great abundance, and that without any de. 


lay. 

I read over my private memoirs: I revolved in 
my mind all thoſe ſchemes for levying money, 
which I had employed my leifure hours in con- 
certing, foreſeeing that the King would have ſoon 
an occaſion for them. Moſt of theſe ſchemes might 
be reduced to two different kinds; one very eaſy and 
plain, wherein all that was neceflary to be done 
was, to augment the land-tax, and other impoſts 
already eſtabliſhed ; the other more difficult, which 
conſiſted in contriving new ſources from whence 
money might be drawn. The firſt 1 did not think 
it prudent to have recourſe to, ſince, after” all the 


hardſhips which the country people had endured, 


to oppreſs them ſtill more by an augmentation of 
taxes, the ſole weight of which falls upon them, 
and at a time when they but juſt began to breathe 
again, was to complete the ruin of the ſtate, and 
to deprive the King himſelf, for the future, of his 
moſt fruitful, and, in one ſenſe, his moſt certain 
reſources. . 
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I then turned my thoughts another way, and 
fixed upon the following project, which was, to 
demand of the clexgy a free gift for a year, if not 5 
for two years, and oblige them to make immediate 3 
payment; to augment the old offices with new. 5 
members, four in each ſovereign court, befides - MM 
four maſters of accounts in every chamber, two „ 
ia every office in the finances, two offices of coun- 
ſellor in every preſidial court, an aſſeſſor in every 
royal tribunal, and an elect in every election; 
to add a third to all the officers of the finances * ; 
to keep back half a year's payment of the arrears 
of ſums borrowed from the contractors in the laſt 
reign ; to increaſe the tax on ſalt fifteen ſous a 
pottle, and to leave it always in that ſtate, becauſe 
ſuch an increaſe would give room for the ſuppreſ- 
ſion of certain offices too chargeable to the public; 
to raiſe the entry of goods, and the tolls of rivers 
a third part by a new eſtimate; and, as all theſe 
meaſures gave us, for the moſt part, only the 
hope of money, to begin by borrowing twelve 
hundred thouſand livres + from the richeſt people 
of the court and principal cities, and to aſſign them 
payments out of an augmentation of the gabels 
and five great farms; and to ſupply the ready 
money which we ſhould have occaſion for belides, - 
to raiſe a proſecution in the chamber of juſtice a- 
gainſt the old contractors, who had made conſide- 
rable fortunes, and oblige them to ſuffer a new | 
tax, in form of a loan. 4 

This plan was indeed of ſufficient extent. Hows K 
ever, it was not my intention, that theſe methods bf 


* The offices of the finances were poſſeſſed by two perſon: 2 
the firſt was called L'Ancien; the ſecond who had been appoint» 
ed after, was called L'Alternatif; and this thicd was called Tri- 
ennal, becauſe he had every third year his rotation with the other 
two, who alone had the privilege of reimburſing the Triennal. 

T This ſum makes only fifty thouſand pounds Sterling; which 
ſhews the ſcarcity of money in thoſe days, | 

| ſhould 
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ſhovld be all made uſe of at once, but, being un- 
certain how long the war would continue, they 
might employ them fuccellively, beginning with 
thoſe which were the leaſt burdenſome, With 
regard to the troops that were neceſſary, I thought 
they could not do better than to ra- them in thoſe 
provinces of the kingdum which had no longer an 
occaſion for defence, Thus I taxed. the ifle of 
France, by joining Barry to it, with a complete re— 
giment; the Orlcanois with Touraine was to fur. 
niſh a ſecond ; and Normandy itſelf a third: theſe 
regiments were to conſiſt of fifteen hundred and fifty 
men, turniſhcd and maintained by the provinces, 
from the day of their arrival before Amiens ; be- 
cauſe theſe provinces. enjoyed the right of callin 
the regiments by their own name, and of appoiut- 
ing the officers. 

Five days after I carried my project to the King, 
with the proper eſtimat:s formally drawn up in 
thirteen papers. His Majeſty retired to ex1mine 
them with me, in the preſence of D' Arambure, 
Lomenie, Beringhen, and L'Oſcrai. When I had 
finiſhed reading them, I told the King, that, with 
theſe ſupplics, there was nothing to retard his de- 
- parture for the expedition of Amiens; ſince all the 
neceſſary preparations for a camp in Picardy were 
already made in ſuch a manner, that, 1 durſt aflure 
his Mijefty, his army would not only find there 
proviſion in great plenty, but likewiſe every thing 
requiſite for mere convenience, with the ſame eaſe, 
and at the ſame price as in a city. I added, that 
whatever refource this ſcheme might atford the 
King in his preſent neceſſities, his Majeſty muſt not 
imagine it could be carricd into execution, without 
increaſing the number of thoſe wounds of which 
France was far from being wholly cured : that he 
need only take a flight view of the immenſe debts 
and engagements with which the ſtate was over- 
burdened; that, to an exhauſted ſtate, a new tax, 
ia whatever manner diſguiſed, is always the fame 

therefore 
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therefore the war ſhould not be renewed, but with 
a view of procuring an advantageous peace, which 
wis now become abſolutely neceflary : and how- 
ever great the public miſery was at preſent, I was 
tully convinced that twelve years of continued peace 
would be ſufficient to reſtore the kingdom to a 
flourithing condition, 

did not doubt but that, by the conduct which 
the King appeared difpoſed to oblerve, the ene- 
mics, notwithſtanding the advantages they had 
gained, would be the firſt to with tor the end of 
the war; and at that time I freely diſcloled a 


thought to the King, the juſtneſs of which was 


verified by the event; and this was, that the firſt 
overtures for a peace would be made by the King 
of Spain, whom policy, in that ſtate of weakneis 
and incapacity to which the common courſe of na- 
ture had reduced him, would not permit to expoſe 
his crown to the uncertain chances of war, always 
to be feared, but chiefly in the beginning of a 
Prince's reign who: was ſtill a child. I even went 
ſo far as to fortell, that Spain would purchale 
peace by the reſtoration of all the towns the had 
taken from France. 

My fcheme for raiſing money was ſo much appro- 
ved by the King, that he reſolved to propoſe it him» 
{elf in full council; but he communicated it before- 
hand to a kind of a little council of war, compoſed 
of the Duke of Montpenſier, Mcftteurs de Mont- 
morency, de Maienne, d' Auvergne, de Biron, 
d'Ornano, de Bellegrade, de Saint Luc, de Fer- 
vaqucs, de Roquelaure, and de Frontenac: he 
atterwards ſummoned an extraordinary council, 
to which he admitted all in Paris who had a right 
to a place there, particulirly the chief perſons of 
the ailembly of Rouen, who ſtill reſidsd there. 
Phe King could take no happier meaſures to eſta- 
bliih his authority upon the weakneſs of this great 
al.mbly, which was now acknowledged by them-- 

N 3 | ſelves. 
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ſelves, He began with lamenting the loſs of A. 


miens, declaring the neceſſity there was to recover 
this city as ſoon as poſſible, giving in a full plan of 
alk. that was neceſſary for that purpoſe : he con- 
cluded with aſkiog the advice of all thatWere pre- 
ſent, concerning the means of carrying it into 
execution, complaining, in order to conceal from 


them what he himſelf had to propoſe, that his 


moſt uſeful and neceſſary enterpriſes were always 
oppoſed by difhculues, and retarded by delays, 
Here the King ſtopped, as if to wait for the de. 
liberations of the aſſembly. Each looked upon 
the other without uttering a ſingle word; at length 
the nobles broke ſilence, but it was only to refer 
the affair to the financiers, who in their turn 
replied that it belonged wholly to the nobles. Hen. 
Ty urging them to deliver their opinions, ſome 
general propoſals for new levies were made, which 
were immediately oppoſed by one half of the aſ- 
ſembly ; and the counſellors finding their ſpeech 
all at one time, to ridicule, in a confuſed and dil. 
orderly manner, whatever might be offered by ei- 
ther party, the King, ſeizing. that moment when 
their animoſity was carried to ſuch a height, that 
there was not the leaſt probability of their coming 
tõ any agreement, drew the memorial out of his 
pocket, telling them, that, although he, had but 
little experience in the affairs of the finances, yet, 
upon the preſent occaſion, he would offer his o- 
pinion, which he was always ready to give up for 
a better: he then prepared to read the paper, 
which threw all that were preſent into a fixed at- 
tention, and afterwards into an aſtoniſhment, that 
rendered them ſpeechleſs and immoveable. Hen- 
ry ſuffered them to remain in this ſilence for two 
moments, then declaring that he underſtood it as 
an unanimous conſent, added, that as he had no 
intention to make ule of all thole meaſures at one 
time, he would begin by borrowing the ſum os 
| twelve 
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man in the finances, and an inquiry into the 
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twelve hundred thouſand livresz and exhorted the 
nobles, and the wealthieſt perions in the kingdom, 
to comply voluntarily with the preſent neceſſity of 
the times, and depend upon his royal word, that 
the lenders ſhould have their principal reimburſed 
in the {pace of two years, together with the inte- 
reſt. His Majeſty then brought forward the fif- 
teen ſous upon ſalt, the eſtablithment of the third. 


1597+ 


conduct of fraudulent contractors. The affair was 
decreed, and a decree (drawn up upon that plan. 
We had, in a very lite time, three hundred. 
thouſand crowns voluntarily lent : the creation of 
the third man brought in twelve hundred thow- 
ſand, and the ſame tum was drawn from the col- 
letors of taxes, to whom the treaturers of France 


were joined, but were ſuffered however to tax 


themiclves. 


The council of the finances, accuſtomed to re- 


Joice in the calamity of the people, were ſoon: 
comforted under theſe new ſubſidies, provided: 
they might paſs through their hands. They re- 
preſented to the King, after having greatly com- 


mended his memorial, that the ſucceſs of it depend 
ed upon his employing perſons of great experience, 
ready diſpatch, and poſſeſſed of a full power tov} 


txecute it. The King replied, that the perſon he 
was reſolved to employ ſhould be inveſted wien 


his authority; and that with regard to ne o- 
ther qualities, he pitched upon me (I was pre- 
{cnt at this diſcourſe) as the moſt induſtrious 
and moiſt prudent amongſt them, although the 
youngeſt. He expreſſed himſelf in yet ſtronger 
terms to. Schomberg, (whom bis Myeſty vie 
juſt before his departure, on account of an indif 
poſition * that confined him to his bed), and to th 

counſclloi 
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* Gaſpard Schomberg, Count de Nanteuil. This diſorder w 
a difficulty of breathing, that hreoeeded from the membrane th 
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counſellors he found in the fi. k Count's chamber. 

He told them, that as | only ſhould bear the blame, 

if he was not ſupplied with every thing he had oc- 

caſion for, while he employed himſelf wholly in 

fighting againſt his cnemits, to he was reſolved that 

every thingſhould be regulated in the council agree- 
able to my directions. And accordingly, before he 

went away, he inveſted me with his whole authority. 

This mortified Schomberg to tuch a degree, that he 

choſe rather to go and ſerve at the fiege, than fee me 

at the head of the finances. Sancy likewiſe left the 
council, to hold his rank in the army as colonel of 
the Swiſs. | 

The gentlemen of the council gave me ſtill more 
reaſon to ſuſpect them, of which I had a proof in 
the affair of the third-men. After having record- 
ed the edict by which they were created, 1 endea- 
voured to raiſe as much money as was poſſible from 
theſe offices. And to deprive the gentlemen of 
the council of all means of ſerving, at a low rate, 
any relation or friend, as was uſual with them, I 
| applied myſelf with as much aifiduity to the pen, 
as any clerk or treaſurer des parties caſuelles ; and 
not ſatisfied with uſing this precaution, I gave a 
note under my hand to each purchaſer, who was 
obliged to carry it to the treaſurer, from whom, af- 
ter laying down the money, he received an acquit- 
tance, and both were to be produced to me. 

All artifice becoming ineffectual, the contrac- 
tors had recourſe to a method which, doubtleſs, 
bad ſeldom failed before; they attempted to cor- 
"ppt me with bribes. Robert de Tours, a very 
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overs the heart becoming oſſeous on the left ſide, as alſo ſome 
thers of che neighbouring parts; and this was found fo upon o- 
ening his body after his death, which happened two years af- 
wards. He was employed in the makiog the edict ot Nantes, 
ſhall be obſerved hereafter; and he did many other ſervices 
the ſtate. M. de Thou highly commend: his character and 
ilities, both as a warrior and as a ſtateſman. 
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conſiderable contractor, after conferring with the 
council, whom he had gained over to his intereſt, 
came to my houſe, and intreated one of my ſeere⸗ 
taries to procure him an interview with my wife, 
to whom he offered a jewel worth fix thouſand 
crowns as a preſent for me, and another worth two 


thoufand for her, that I might not oppole a deter- 


mination of the council, who had aligned to him 
the nomination of all the third-men in the diftricts 
of Tours and Orleans, for the ſum of ſeventy-two 
thouſand crowns. He was introduced to me by 
Madam de Roſny, whom, by a ſevere reprimand in 
the contractor's preſence, I made ſenſible of the 
fault ſhe had committed. Nor did I ſpare him, in 
order to prevent ſuch attempts for the tuture. He 
left me greatly ſurpriſed, and probably as much of- 
fended at my behaviour. I had juſt been refuſing 
from another contractor, ſixty thouſand crowns, 
for one half of that of which he had before offered 
me ſeventy-two thouſand for the whole; and 
that very evening that half brought me fourſcore 
thouſand crowns, becauſe I divided it into ſmall 
parcels, 

This employment ane me at home all that 
day, and the following, for I thought it of more 
conſequence than to attend the Chancellor's ſum- 
mons, who had ſent a ſerjeant of the council 
twice to me, to deſire I would come thither, and 
finiſh an affair which would procure the King, he 
ſaid, ſeventy-five thouſand crowns of ready money. 
I went as ſoon as I was diſengaged without 
thioking any more of Robert de Tours. 'The 


Chancellor, upon my entering the council. cham- 
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ber, made me ſome flight reproaches for my 


negligence: I anſwered him bluntly, that I had 
been more uſeful to the King in my cloſet. We 


© have been no leſs ſo here,” returned the Chan- 
cellor, who ſought to enhance- the value of the 
ſervice he had done the King, in procuring _ 
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this ready money, by the neceſſity his Majeſty was 
in for it, having, by two letters, ſucceflively de- 
manded fome of the council. When J diſcovered 
that this was the money which had juſt before been 
offered me by the contractor of Tours, he having 
only added three thouſand crowns more to the ſum, 
I repreſented to theſe. gentlemen, in very ſtrong 
terms, that fince they could not be ignorant that 
Robert had firſt applied to me, they ought not to 
have concluded without my knowledge, an affair 
which had appeared to me to be unjuſt. 

Finding that they were endeavouring to impoſe 
upon me, partly by complaint, and partly by an 
air of authority, 1 told them plainly, that if 1 had 
been of a humour to be gained by bribes, the bar- 
gain would not have returned to them; but that 
face the King relied upon my fidelity, 1 would not 
fail to give him every proof of it in my power. 
The Chancellor, Freſne, and La-Grangeleroi, ſen- 
fibly affected with the reproach conveyed in theſe 
words, had the aflurance to mention immediately, 
that a bargain by which the King loſt more than 
half of what was due to him, was, notwithſtand- 
ing, more advantageous for him, ſmce he was paid 
with ready money, than mine, by which I com- 
| monly allowed the purchaters the term of fix 
months for the payment of the ſecond moiety. 
{ They did not {top there, but reproached me with 
q ſetting myſelf up for a reformer of the finances; 
— declared, with an air of contempt, that they 
were able to ſupport their bargain againſt mine. 
Upon this, growing violent, the council determined 
— their alignment to Robert de Tours ſhould 
{ 


take place. 

I did not think proper to ſay one word more 
concerning this unjuſtifiiable method of proceed- 
Key nor upon the regulation that was made in con- 


ſequence of it, which was, that thenceforward the 
council would have no regard to particular notes. 
| But 
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But when Fayet, the ſecretary, brought me this 
ret to ſign, I refuſed to do ſo, till I had received 
the King's anſwer to a letter, in which, as I told 
ayet, I had ſuppreſſed no part of the truth, nor 
oncealed the perſons, This letter gave Fayet ſome 
pprehenſions, as I defigned it ſhould ; he intreated 
ne to ſhew it him 3 and pretending to be overcome 4 
by his importunity, I yielded. It turned entirely ; 41 
won the underhand practices which Robert had | 
made uſe of to gain the gentlemen of the council; 10 
all which I had had the good fortune to diſcover. I a 
> Flikewile gave the King to underſtand, that this con- | 
x Factor had procured the favour of the council by | 
| making to Madam de Sourdis *®, miſtreſs to the | 
Chancellor, the ſame offers which I had rejected; * 
io which he had added other preſents to Madam de | 
„ IDeuilly, a relation of the Chancellor's, and Freſnc's 
miſtrels. Fayet repeating the contents of my let- 
ter to the perſons moſt concerned in it, they ſent 
+ (him back immediately, to intreat I would not fend 
it: the arret was ſuppreſſed, and Robert's bargain 
- Frejected, 

In this manner I divided my labours, between 
the care of receiving the money of the ſtate, and 
laying it out advantageouſly for the neceſſities of 
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* [ſabel Babou de la Bourdaiſiere, the wife of Francis D'Eſcous 
bleau, Marquis de Sourdis ; the had an elder fiſter, called Frances, 
who was married to Antony D'Eſtrees, and mother to the fair Ga- 
brielle; and likewiſe a younger lifter, who married Claude de Beau- 
villiers, the Count de Saint Aignan. This whole family was 
ſtrangely cried dowa and fatirized in the Amonres du Grand Al- 
candie, and other ſarcaſtical libels of that time, even as far back 
as the grandmother of theſe three ladies, who was called Mary 
Gaudin, All the daughters of this line were remarkably beautiful, l 
Leo X. was ſo charmed with the beauty of May Gaudin, at Bo- 1 
logne, where he had ſeen her, when he nad a conference with | 
Francis I. that he preſented her with a diamond, called by do- | 
meſtie tradition Gaudin's diamon!. It is Amelot de la Houfſaye | 
who ſpeaks ſo; and he has collected teveral ſuch like anecdotes 

| 


of this whole family, to which 1 refer the curious reader, in the 
aiticle Babou de la Brurdaiſicre. 
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the army, which wanted neither proviſions nor ar. 
tillery during the whole time that the ſiege of A. 
miens continued. I took a journey regularly every 
| month to the camp, carrying with me each time fif. 
| teen hundred thouland crowns;. which procured 
| me the friendfhip of all the principal officers, who 
were not accuſtomed to {uch exact payments. I 
extended my cares and ſolicitude even to the private 
ſoldiers, by eſtabliſhing an hoſpital in the camp, ſo 
convenient, and ſo well attended, that ſeveral per. 
ſons of quality went thither to be cured of their if. 
eaſes and wounds “. 

The King's ſolicitude for the ſafety of my per. 
ſon, which indeed he almoſt carried to exceſs, 
more than compenſated for all my trouble, 
Saint-Luc, to whom the Connt de la Guiche had 
reſigned the poſt of great maſter of the ordnance, 
took me with him to ſee his lodgments, knowing 
my fondnets for that part of the military art : this 
engaged me very far in the trenches and other pla- 
ces in which there was ſome danger. The King be. 
ing informed of it, gave me a ſevere reprimand, 
abſolutely forbidding me to appear at any hazar- 
dous poſt; and ſaid publicly on this occaſion, that 
I had enemies even in the camp, who fo eagerly 
delired my death, they. would voluatarily expole 
themſelves to any danger, provided I ſhared it with 
them. It was hardly poſſible for one who had 
been a ſoldier, not to feel his former ardour for 
war revive, near a prince who was equal to every 
military duty, and performed all with an applica- 
tion ſo uuwearied, and courage ſo invincible, as 
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* D'Aubigne relates, that it was commonly ſaid at that time, 
that Henry IV. had brought Paris with him before Amiens, to 
ſhew the abundance that reipned in his camp, He likewite 
brought his mitticl» to Pecquigny, at which the Marechal de Bi- 
zon and other general vikcers murmurcd very much, His 
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His example, however, did not produce the fame 
eff & upon all. In the very midſt of his camp, a 
cabal of mutinous Proteſtants was formed, headed 
by Meſficurs de la Tremouille, de Bouillon, and 
du-Picflis, which gave him great uneaſineſs. Going 
to pay my reſpects to him, before I returned again 
to Paris, I found him in deep affliction : he had juſt 
received certain intelligence, that theſe three gen- 
tlemen, in concert with the two Saint-Germains, 
De-Clan and De-Beaupre, * D'Aubigne, La-Caſe, 
La-Valliere, La-Sauſaie, La-Bertichere, Preaux, 
Baſignac, Regnac, B-flais, Conſtant, and other 
Proteſtants, to the number of twenty, had held an 
aſſembly of the whole body of Proteſtant bigots, 
wherein . they had made a propoſal, which they 
ſupported with all the power and influence the 
had, to take advantage of the opportunity the fiege 
of Amiens + afforded them, which could not be 


carried 


* This is the hiſtorian D'Aubigne, who is always called D* Au- 
lig in theſe memoirs: his name is | heodore Agrippa D' Au- 
ligne; his birth, his ſervices, and his courage, gained him great 
reputation among the Calviniſt party: he retired in 1620 to Ge- 
neva, hefe he died in 1631, aged touricore, leaving behind him 
valy vac fon, called Conſtaus D'Aubigne, whoſe daughter was 
Frances D'Aubigne the late Marchioneſs de Maintenon, Addius 
de Chaument, Segneur de la Bertichere, brother to John de Chau» 
mant, the Marquis de Guitiy ; his poſterity is ſtill extant to this 
day. Hetirr de Preaux, &c. 


It is certain that it was by this conjun ute of the ſiege of A- - 


micns, and the ſeveral ſteps which the Calviniſts of France took 
to make their advan age ot it, that they obtarncd the famous e- 
chet ot Nantes, which was granted them the year following. The 
Duke de touillon does not deny this. All the reaſons by which 
he juſtifics this conduct, may be ſcen in Marſoher, I. 5. but the 
belt of all is the proteſt which he aud Du-Pleflis Mornai make, 
that whatever night apparently be the view of the Calviniſts in 
theſe aſlemblies at Saumur, i.oudon, and Vendome, that were call» 
eq together immediately atter one another, and conducted with a 
great deal of warmth, neither they nor the other heads of the party 
ever had an intention of delibcrating therein upon taking up 
arms, but only amicably to endeavour to obtain equitable con» 
ditſons. We could wiſh, ſolety for the entire juſtification ot the 
Duke de Bouillon, that there had not been reaſon to upbraid him 
tar retuling to follow the King in his expedition to Amiens; and 
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carried on without their aſſiſtance, to force an 
edict from the King entirely to their ſatis faction; 
or, if he refuſed, to do themſelves juſtice, by 
taking up arms againſt him. Happily for the 
King, this propoſal was obj-&ted to by many per. 
ſons in the aſſembly, as well as in, ſome of the great 
towns, which they had endeavoured to draw over tg 


their party. His Majeſty was a little comforted by 


this circumſtance, but he had reaſon to apprehend, 
that the moſt violent party would carry it at laſt, 
He commanded me to write to ſome of the princi. 
pal among them, to prevail upon them, if poſſible, 
to reſume more reaſonable ſentiments, and particu. 
larly the Duke de la Tremouille, whom he knew to 
be the chief promoter of the conſpiracy, 

Hitherto I had preſerved ſome degree of intima- 
cy with La-Tremouille, inſomuch that he thought 
himſelf obliged to require my preſence in theſe al. 
ſemblies, but concealed the occaſion of them; and 
in his letter to me made uſe of ſuch ambiguous 
terms, as it was not difficult to judge, that I was 
conſidered by theſe gentlemen as a man unfaithful 
to his own party; and that La-Tremouille was not 
far from engaging in an open rebellion. This did 


that the ſurpriſe of this town by the Spaniards had not been fol- 
lowed, on the party of the Calviniſts, by a tranſlation of the 
Proteſtant aſſembly of Vendome to Chatelleraut, where the pro- 
ceedings were ſo violent, that the King was obliged to ſend thi- 
ther M. de Schomberg, de Thou, de Vic, de Calignon, and de 
Montglat, who were charged with full powers to offer ſuch con- 
ditions as ſufficiently ſhew, that Henry LV. thought he had every 


thing to fear from them. The reaſons why the Ca): + iſts have 


filled Europe with their complaints about the revocation of the 
edict of Nantes, is becauſe the intervention of a ſpace of time of 
upwards of fourſcore years, has made them loſe ſight of the 
means they made uſe of at firſt to extort it. As to the above re- 
mark, conſult the rremairs of the Duke de Fouillon, bis hiſtory 
by Marlolier ; the hiſt. of the edit of Nantes; the life of Du- 
Pleſſis Mornai, thewerbal proceſs of the aſſemblies of Vendome 
and Chatelleraut, Cc. but eſpecially D'Aubigne, tom. 3. I. 4. 
c. 11. where he relates, at very full length, all the ſchemes and 
cabals of the Calviniſt party, and the new turn which they endea- 
vourcd to give their affairs, | 
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not hinder me, however, from taking advantage 
of the remaining correſpondence there was between 
us, to endeavour to bring him back to his duty. 
wrote to him in anſwer, that although it were 
true the King, in reſpect to him, was ſuch as he 
imagined, there was neither honour nor great- 
neſs in extorting from him a declaration which 
was the effect only of neceſſity; but that, in reali- 
ty, this Prince had the ſame ſentiments as formerly 
for the Proteſtants; that he was not the cauſe of 
that injuſtice they ſuffered from the Catholics, ſince 
he had equal reaſon to complain of them himſelf; 
that beſides he ſhould obſerve, that the conſequence 
of this edict, obtained ſo unſcaſonably, would not 
be ſo advantageous for them as they imagined, ſince 
the Catholics, always more powerful than they, 


were able to prevent it for the preſent; and for the 


future, the King, juſtly offended at their . violent 
proceedings, would lole all inclination to grant 
them one day, voluntarily, what in ſo unfavour- 
able a conjuncture they wanted to anticipate by 
force; and all the effect which an unſucceſsful at- 
tempt would produce, would be to create a diſtruſt 
of them in the Catholic party, and put them upon 
their guard againſt them. 1 reminded Tremouille 
of the examples of thoſe illuſtrious Proteſtants, 
who, on all occaſions, both by their words and 
conduct, ſhewed, that a Proteſtant who acts con- 
formable to his faith, has the good of the ſtate, 
and the true intereſt of his King, always in view. 
Tremoville was fo little moved with my letter, that 
he ſhewed it to every one, and made a public jeſt 
of it: but theſe defigns, not being ſupported by a 
ſufficient number of partiſans, fell to the ground. 
The poſt of great maſter of the ordnance became 
vacant, at my fourth viſit to the camp. Saint-Luc, 
looking between two gabions where, in appearance, 
there was ſcarcely room enough for a cannon-ball 


to enter, was unfortunately ſhort dead by one. The 
Vol. II. O 
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King was converſing alone with me, when Villeroi 
2nd Montigny came to tell him the news, which 
they would not impart in the preſence of any other 
perſon, becauſe of the particular deſigns each had 
on this poſt. I came up to the King again when 
they Rad left bim, and his Majeſty informed me 
of Saint-Luc's death, and likewiſe that Villeroi and 
Montigny had aſked him for this poſt, the firſt for 
his ſon D*Alincourt, or his nephew Chateauneuf, 
'Aubepine, and Montigny for himſelf Saint-Luc 
had genius, readineſs of invention, was capable of 
great induſtry, and poſſeſſed of much perſonal cou- 
rage; the only fault he could be charged with, was 
his reſigning himſelf up too much to a lively imagi. 
nation, which furniſhing him with ſcheme after 
ſcheme, he conſumed in theory great part of that 
time which ſhould have been employed in practice. 
The King, however, thought none of the candi- 
dates capable of filling bis place; D*Alincourt 
wanted fortitude, and, 1aid the King, has no colour 
on his nails: Chateauneuf concealed his want of 
real genius, under an appearance of affectation and 
grimace. Montigny was, in truth, valiant, and of 
warm affections ; but theſe qualities were not ſuffi. 
cient to intitle him to ſo conſiderable a poſt, as he 
was without expedient, order, or Qconomy . 

His Majeſty, by talking to me in this manner, 
appeared to me to have no other reaſon for heſita- 
ting whether he ſhould beſtow this poſt upon me, 
but becauſe he thought the duties of it incompa- 
tible with thoſe of ſuperintendant of the finances, 
it was not difficult for me to undeceive him; and 
that inſtant he promiſed 1 ſhould have it; but de- 
ferred this proof of his friendſhip for me till the 
ſiege was at an end, my preſence being in his 
opinion, necefla. y at Paris; during which time he 
would leave the place vacant, I did not, ſee the 
King all the following day, and unfortunately for 
me, he ſaw the Marchioneſs of Monceaux, in that 
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oi interval, who omitted nothing to prevail upon him A 
ch to change his retolution in favour of the elder 1 
er D'Eſtrees, her father. Ihe King refiſted the in- 1 
d treaties of this lady, and even her tears; but he $I 
'n was not proof to her threats of throwing herſelf % 
le into a convent, if he refuſed her this favour. The 
d fear of loting her rekindling all the ardours of his 
We paſſion, {he obtained the polt for her father. The 
fo next day the King, with ſome contuſion for the 
1C weakneis he had thewn, informed me of what had 
F pafled; however, in one circumſtance he took care 
1s of my intereſts, by conditioning with Monſieur 
18 D'Eſtrees, who was utterly incapable of exerciſing 
I this employment himlelf, that he ſhould exchange 
x it for the firſt poſt under the crown which ſhould 
at become vacant, and abſolutely reſign it (if a more 
- conſiderable war thould happen to break out) in 
i favour of him whom his Majeſty ſhould appoint: 
rt and he again engaged his word to me, that I ſhould 
ir be the perſon. | | | 
f [I was ſatisfied with this aſſurance, and returned 
d to Paris, where a few days afterwards I received 
f news from the camp of the death of my youngelt 
i. brother, governor of Mante, whom I had left in 
e good health. Of four brothers his death reduced 
us to two, The King rejected all the applications 
. that were made to him by ſeveral perſons for the 
I government of Mante, to beſtow it without any 
A folicitation upon me. [I received this gift by the 
N ſame letter which his Majeſty wrote to me on oc- 
» cation of my brother's death, together with the 
d writings neceſſary to inveſt me with all the rights 
, of my brother, who died without children. I ſent 
0 Baltazar my ſecretary to Amiens, to procure my 
8 patent for the government, Which as ſoon as I had 


received, I went to Mante to be acknowledged 


e 

0 Fe governor, deſiguing to ſtay there but four 
r a}. | 4 . 

t The gentlemen of the council, ſuppoſing my ab- 
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ſence would be much longer, and probably follow. 
£d by a reſignation of my employment in the finan. 
ces, were full of joy; and one of the firſt advan. 
rages they drew trom it, was to take proper mea. 
ſures for appropriating to themſelves part of thoſe 
ſums deſtined tor the ſiege of Amiens. They all 
ſigned a letter to his Majefty, written in the name 
of the council, in which they repreſented to him, 
that, having been ſupplied with every thing that 
was neceſſary for the ſiege during five months, his 
Majeſty could not be turprifed to hear, that his 
ſunds were quite exhauſted, having nothing remain- 
ing but ſome bad arrears and aflignments of pay. 
ment. Henry, who knew not that I was at Mante, 
and who, by an effect of his ordinary vivacity, had 
not examined the ſignatures of this letter, was fo 
much the more ſurpriſed at it, as I had poſttive] 
aflured him that I was able to furniſh him with the 
uſual ſums for four months longer, which was all 
the time the ſiege was expected to laſt, He exclaim. 
ed in very ſevere terms againſt the gentlemen of the 
council, in the preſence of the chict officers of his 
army; nor for this once was I ſpared any more 
wx the reſt ; but aſter a moment's reflection, caſt. 
g his eyes upon the names ſubſcribed to this let- 
ter, among which he did not ſce mine, and learns 
ing from the courier that I was at Mante, he con- 
demned himſelf immediately for his too precipitate 
anger; and that the reparations he made might be 
complete, he read my anſwer to the letter he wrote 
me upon this occaſion, in the preſence of the ſame 
perſons. | 
His intereſt indeed required that he ſhould re- 
move their apprehenſions. A fiege fo extremely 
laborious had ſomerimes diſcouraged both them 
and their ſoldiers to ſuch a degree, that an abſolute 
de ſertion would have been the conſequence of his 
treaſure being exhauſted, ſince, upon the leaſt de- 
lay of the remittances, the King could not binder 
many 
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many from leaving him. All went on well to the 
end; if the belieged defended themſelves with vi- 
gour, and made fallies upon ſallies, they were at- 
tacked with the ſame ſpirit, and were always de- 
feated. 

The ſap was carvied as far as the ramparts, and 
the beſiegers had juſt taken poſſeſſion of two caſe» 
mates, which they rendered uſoleſs to the beſieged, 
when the Cardinal Archduke, with the Count of 
Mansfield, who ſerved under him in quality of 
Licutenant-gencral, thought it time to make an 
effort to prevent the reduction of the place: they 
marched towards it with an army conſiſting of be- 
tween twelve and thirteen thouſand foot, and two 
or three thouſand horſe, and paſſed the river of 
Authie, with an intention to offer the King's forces 
battle, or at leaſt to throw a conſiderable ſupply 
into Amiens. All that endeavoured to enter were 
driven back . The King went himſelf to recon- 
noitre the enemy's army: he had a full view of itz 
and notwithſtanding the ſuperiority of their num- 


* Perefixe relates this fact very differently. “ The Archduke,”- 
fays he, came and lay before the quarter called Longpre, ow 
« the 15th of September, at two in the afternoon, when no body” 
expected him. He might have eaſily thrown three thouſand: 
« men into Amiens; ſo preet was the conſternation which was 


2 


4 ſpread in thecamp. Henry, doubting of the ſucceſs of that day, 


* ſpoke out aloud; O Lord, (at the fame time leaning upon the 
„ pommel of his ſaddle, with his hat in his hand, and his eyes 
* lifted towards heaven), if it is to-day that thou intendeſt to- 
« puniſh me, as my ſins deſerve, I offer up my life a ſacrifice to 
« thy juſtice, ſpare not the guilty; but, O Lord, for thy yu 
„ merey's fake, pity this poor kingdom, and chaſtiſe not the flock: 
for the errors and fauits of th- ſhepherd When he ſaw no- 
„thing appearing, he withdrew ditlatisfied,” ſaid ke gallantly,, 
* with the courteſy of the Spaniards, who would not advance 
„one ſingle ſtep to receive him, and who, with a bad grace, re- 
« fuſed the honour which he offered them.” Perefixe, part 2. Moſt: 
part of the hiſtorians agree, that the Spaniard- le: ſſip one of the- 
fineſt opportunities they ever had of beating the King's army: and 
thi- 'rince faid hin {ch after wards, that ſome of his chief officers 
told him all was now loſt. Matihen, tom. 3. lo 3. pag 234. 
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bers, finding them a confuſed and _diforderly mul. 
truce, without diſcipline or conduct, reſolved to at- 
rack them; but at the firft motion he made, the 
Archduke retreated with precipitation *: probably 
it would not have been impoſſible to have forced 
the Spaniards to a battle, and to have beat them 
without diſcontinuing the ſiege; at leaſt Henry was 
always of this opinion. Nevertheleſs, he yielded to 
the advice of the greateſt number, who were for 
allowing the Archduke to retreat. After this, 
they applied themſelves cloſely to the fiege. The 
ravelin having been carried away, and the body of 
the place beginning to be ſapped, Amiens furren. 
dered the latter end of September this year, which 
had been almoſt wholly employed in this ſiege. 


When | look upon the great number of letters. 


which I received from the King during the expedi- 
tion of Amiens, I cannot help heiog furpriſed that 
+ Prince, who had the operations of a great ſiege 
upon his hands, and the care of a whole camp, 


The King ſaid of the Cardinal Archduke, that he came on 
like a captain, but went off like a prieſt LA Curee very earneſtly 
defired of the King, that he would be pleaſed to let him go, and 
diſcover the poſture of the enemy's army, putting his Majcſty in 
mind, that the Spaniards had entered France four times, and that. 
he had every time attacked them, and was the firſt who had beaten 
them. Heury made anſwer, M. la-Curee don't be in a hurry; and 
at the ſam e ume he gave him leave La-Curce was much ſpoke 
of upon this occaſion, for his valour, and the noble retreat he 
made before this army encamped at Betancourt, four leagues- 
from Amiens. However, he atterwards ſaid, upon this occaſion, 
that when three or four hundred men retreat in this manner. be- 
fore a whole army, it is only the fault of that army if they are 
not cut off, He was an undaunted man; for one day he flung 
himfelt into the midſt of the enemy, when, by his hand being be- 
numbed with holding his piſtol, he could not uſe his ſword. 
There were even women drcfled Ie men, who fought in the 
French army : four among them were very remarkable, who di- 
ſtinguiſhed themſelves in taking priſoners with their own hands, 
and one eſpecially who went under the name of Captain Gaſconu. 
Theſe particulars are taken from vol. 8929 of the King's MSS. 
See alſo on this head, tom. 6. des Memoires de la Ligue, in which 
are given very high commeadations of the ſpirit, alertueſs, and 
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l ſhould yet be ſo attentive to all affairs within his 
t· kingdom, and with equal facility and equal diligence 
ie acquit himſelf of ſuch oppoſite employments. 
ly ſhall ſpare the reader the trouble of peruſing all 
d theſe letters, as likewiſe thoſe which his Majeſty 
m did me the honour to write to me afterwards. F 
wa reckoned above three thouſand, without taking in 
0 thoſe that I have neglected to preſerve, or have 
Ir been loſt through the careleſſneſs of my ſecretaries. 
85 It would be too tedious to give a particular account 
e of each: ſome of them I ſuppreſs in obedience to 
f his Majeſty's orders, as they regarded perſons whoſe: 
* reputation he had no deſire to wound, and whom 
h 1 have doubtleſs more reaſon to avoid offending, as 
| 1 ſhould do by revealing intrigues of ſtate, or mere» 
5 ly gallantry, which have ſtill continued ſecret: as 
1 for the reſt they turned wholly upon accounts, appli- 
it cation of particular ſums, payments, penſions, and 
0 other things of the ſame narure, all of which were: 
2 ſo dry and unentertaining, that they afford new 


matter for praiſes of this Prince. 


> With regard to his finances, for example, he was 
Fl ſo extremely exact as to make me give him an ac- 
© count once a-week of the money received, and the 
- uſes it had been put to *. He docs not miſs to re- 
4 mark that, in caſting ſome cannon, they wanted to 
e rob him of a piece. In a remiſſion of fix or ſe- 
* ven thouſand crowns which he was obliged to grant 
= the people upon the land-taxes, he ſettles himfelf 
e- the gratification that ought to be repaid to certain 
0 pariſhes which had ſuffered moſt. He calculated 
— exactly the number of the offices that were ſold, and 
f the money ariſing from thence. He never forgot 
10 any perſon to whom the ſtate was indebted, or who 
. had done it any fervice, either in the diſtant pro- 


vinces or the neighbouring kingdoms, aſſigning 


b. 
J. 
h A hundred crowns could not be expended, ſays Percfixe, 
d but he knew whether they were well or ill laid out. RE 
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with the utmoſt diſcernment a particular fund for 
all. His great care was, that the fund appointed 
For the ſupport of the war, ſhould not be broken 
in upon by any other payment, as appears when he 
mentions a recompence to be given to the Sieur de 
Vienne, who had brought back the city of Lourg 
to its obedience, or the repayment of four thou- 
fand crowns that he had borrowed of Madam de 
Beaufort. "4x5 
The number of his letters relating to his military 
affairs are prodigious. He calculated ſo juſtly the 
ſums neceſſary for the making of trenches and other 
works, together with the ſoldiers pay, that there 
was no danger of a miſtake in following him. 
The order he obſerved in the march of his tro-ps 
was not regulated with leſs prudence, than that of 
the convoys of money which came to his camp, 
that the one might not be retarded, nor the other 
intercepted. | 
All this made up but one part of his cares. The 
letter wherein he ſpeaks of the repairs of Mon- 


treuil, Boulogne, and Abbeville z thoſe in which 


ke expatiates upon the method of maintaining re- 
gularity in the provinces, obedience in the cities, 
ſubordination in the different bodies, on occafiom 


of the chamber of accounts which had failed in 


the reſpect they owed him; that in which he ſays, 
« I would not mix the expences of maſquerades 
„ with theſe deſtined for the uſe of my army;“ 
for Mortier, who had provided drefles tor a maſk, 
had cauſed the money laid out on that occaſion to 
be inſerted in a memorial of military expences 
that alſo. which contained his reply to the offer 
which the city of Paris made him by her Mayor 
and Aldermen, to ſupport, at their own expence,. 
twelve hundred men, in conſideration of. which 
ſervice he diſcharged this city from paying the 
aids a ſecond time, and many other of this kind; 
all theſe ſnew, that che lame hand chat was _ to 
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draw up a plan of attack, was equally capable of 
conducting the affairs of the cabinet. | Fr 

The only thing he neglected was his perſonal 
maintenance; to make him think of it, Montglat, 
the firſt ſteward of his houſehold, was forced to in- 
form him, as he tells us in ſome of his letters, that 
he could ſcarce make the pot boil any longer. He 
was not aſhamed to confeſs a thing which affected 
his domeſtic enemies only; it was their part to 
bluſh that he was deſtitute of apparel, arms, and 
horſes : however, he afterwards found means to 
ſettle a fund for his own ſubliſtence, which could 
not be confounded with any other; it was the mark 
of gold arifing from the offices which were fold, 
that he deſtined for this uſe. Such were the ſub- 
j. cts of many of the letters he wrote me this year, 
from which the reader may judge of thoſe of the 
following years, the originals of which I kept with 
the utmoſt care, but ſhall only tranſcribe the moſt 
important amongſt them. It is remarkable, that 
although there are a great number of them, and ab 
moſt all very long, there are few, however, that 
are not written with his own hand, particularly 
thoſe which are directly addreſſed either to the 
council or to me *. 

L was preſent at the councit which was held after 
the ſurrender of Amiens, upon the operations'of 


I obſerved in the preface the reaſons that induced me not to 
tranſcribe here ſo many letters They may be ſeen at the head 
of the n:w collection of Henry le Grand's: the originals of fome 
of them are at this day to be teen in the fine muſeum of the Duke 
de Sully, with marginal notes written by Maximilian de Be- 
thune's own hand. But the moſt valuable pieces in this cahinet, 
beſide a confilerable number of original letters of Henry III. and 
other contemporary princes, are papers of ſtate, letters, ſerious 
or gay pieces, and other fragments, writ by Henry" le Grand's 
own hands, and by his chief miniſter, or only ſigned or market 
in the margin by them. We have already ſpoken of theſe that 
concern the accommodation of the Admiral de Villers and 
other governors and towns, eſpecially in Normandy : we ſhall 
have occaſion in the ſequel to mentien particularly ſome m_ 
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the reſt of the campaign. Three propoſitions were 
made: to follow the enemy's army; ſeize ſome ci- 
ties of Artois by ſurprile; and beſiege Dourlens“ 
in form; upon which each one that was preſent 


gave his opinion; mine was, that it could not be 


expected the Cardinal Infant, who had to obſtinate. 
ly refuſcd to fight, when he had no otker way of 
uccouring Amiens, ſhould ſuffer himſelf to be ob. 


liged to come to an engagement now, when he was 


ſenſible he ſhould have all the King's forces to en. 
counter, and had had ſufficient time to take meaſures 
to avoid it; nor was it more probable, that the en- 
terpriſes upon the cities of Artois ſhould ſucceed, 
in the neighbourhood of ſo numerous an army: 

et that either of theſe deſigus appeared to me more 
judicious than the project of laying ſiege to Dour- 
lens, fance that in fifteen days we might know what 
was to be expected from the former, and incur 
no ſhame by failing in them: whereas, by follow- 
ing the latter, we ſhould infallibly have the regret 
to find, that we had conſumed a great deal of time, 
money, and troops, to no purpote. It was relol. 
ved, that the two firſt meaſures thould be ſuddenly 
attempted, without renouncing the ſiege of Dour- 
lens. The Spaniards kept upon. their guard, and 
the French gained' no other advantage by this at- 


tempt, than the honour ot having endeavoured to 


finith the war by a ſingle action, which contributed 
as much as all the reit, to make the King of Spain 
deſirous of prace. | : 

It was quite the reverſe with the enterpriſe of 
Dourlens, upon which they were obſtinatecly bent, 
The King tent me to Paris, whither I had now re- 
turned, his laſt reſolutions on that head. I did not 
feruple to repreicat to him, in terns ſtill ſt onger, 
the reaſons that had hindered me trom approving 


that propoſal; that his army, having iuff-red con- 


A city of Picardy. 
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ſiderably at the ſiege of Amiens, was not in a con- 
dition to undertake a ſecond equally laborious in 
the month of October, a ſeaſon when the ground 
about Dou rlens, which is naturally fat and viſ- 
cous, was made impracticable by the rains, and 
within ſight of an army eager to ſeize an occaſion 
of being revenged. The King did not take my free- 
dom amiſs, though he was not convinced by my rea- 
ſons. He wrote to me in anſwer, that the expedi- 
tion of Dourlens was abſolutely neceſſary for the 
preſervation of Amiens and Abbeville : that by put- 
ting Picardy in a ſtate of ſecurity, he ſhould facili» 
tate the fale of the new offices; and that he would 
take ſuch meaſures, that the ſiege ſhould not conti- 
nue ſo long as I apprehended. | 
Accordingly Dourlens was inveſted the ninth of 
October, and on the thirteenth the rains had ſo 
much ſpoiled the grounds and the roads; that the 
works could not be brought forward. Villeroi in- 
formed me in a letter, that hey already repent- 
ed of their attempt; in effect, the King 1 out al- 
moſt immediately after, from his quarters at Beau- 
val, and came to Belbat, where he gave orders for 
raiſing the ſiege, at which the ſoldiers had ſuffered 
ſo much during the ſhort time it had laſted, that 
they were upon the point of diſbanding. The King 
cauſed them all to be paid, placed them in winter. 
quarters upon the frontier, left his light horſe 
there, retrenched part of the garriſons which the 
ſurpriſing of Amiens had obliged him to throw 
into the neighbouring places, and ſet forward for 
Paris, to ſpend the winter there, taking his rout 
through Rouen and Monceaux, where he ſtaid 
eight days, 1 
From this place he ſent me orders to over. rule 
the difficulties which the Chancellor de Chiverny 
raiſed in parliament, to erect his country of Ar- 
magnac and Lectoure into a preſidial; and to aſſign 
the money ariſing from it to the pay ment of coſts 
granted 
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granted in parliament to the Sieur de Fontrailles, 
Count of Armagnac, in a ſuit which he had car. 
ried in that court againſt his Majeſty. As the 
Princeſs might have ſome claims upon this money, 
by virtue of the ceſſion her brother deſigned to 
make her of all his eſtates in this province, the 
King deſired me to keep the matter ſecret, and 
uſed the ſame precautions with Fontrailles and the 
Chancellor, the laſt of whom obſerved this com. 
mand very ill; but his indiſcretion had no bad 
conſequence, the Princeſs leaving the court of 
France a ſhort time after. In the ſame letter, the 
King ordered me to pay Demeurat his ſolicitor at 
Riom, as likewiſe La-Corbiniere, who was employ. 
ed to furniſh proviſions for the troops that were 
left in Picardy. It was in theſe intervals from bu- 
fineſs, that he extended his attention to the moſt 
inconſiderable objects. He made me give the Sieur 
de Piles, an old faithful ſervant, a reward of three 
thouſand crowns, and another of eight thouſand 
livres to Gobelin, to whom, at the fame time, he 
repaid ſixteen thouſand livres, advanced by him for 
the ſupport of his houſchold, There was no name, 
even to that of the poor wowan who gathered the 
taxes at Giſors, which was not mentioned ſome- 
where in his letters, 

The poverty of the people “, which was indeed 
exceſſive, having produced many blanks in the re- 
ceipts for the taxes, the King ſuſpected that the 

entlemen of the council, who were very zealous 
in repreſenting and exaggerating theſe deficiencies, 
would find means, when they had obtained a dil- 
charge for the people, to put large ſums in their 
own pockets, by concealing the diſcharge chat had 


; ® Bovugars, deſcribing in his letters the deſolation which the civil 
wars had cauſed in the kingdom, aſſures us, amongſt other things, 
that the highways were ſo over-run with briars and thorns, that 
their track could not but with much ado be diſcovered. Epiſlt. 


been 
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been granted; he ordered me firſt to get informa- 
tion, whether the people were as much behind 
hand in the years 1594 and 1595, as thoſe gentle. 
men had made him believe; Which would eaſily be 
done, by examining the accounts of receipts, and 


-expences given in by the general and particular 


receivers, and by viſiting the courts of the fame 
provinces, whither 1 was already gone, and ſecond- 
Iy, to examine whether this deficiency of the taxes 
did not proceed from idleneſs in the collectors, and 
diſobedience in the people. | | 

To conclude, his Majeſty began to buſy himſelf 
at Monceaux with another matter of importance, 
that of drawing up articles, on which he defired 
to come to an agreement with the Proteſtants, 
This work he preſſed for ſome time upon the 
Chancellor and Villeroi: I was likewiſe ordered to 
engage in it; but he would have had reaſon to 
complain a long time of the little attention which 
thoſe men paid to his defign, if he had not come 
himſelf to Paris to put it in execution *. 

For theſe two laſt affairs concerning the finan- 


ciers and the Proteſtants, more leifure was neceſſa- 


ry than the King, upon his arrival at Paris, was 
able to afford them. He was obliged to turn his 
thoughts upon making new preparations for pail. 
ing the following ſpring into Britany, where the 
rebels, finding themſelves out-of the view of their 
ſovereign, continued, with impunity, in diforder 
and diſobedience. The Duke of Mercœur, who 
was at their head, durſt not openly, however, 
favour their revolt: on the contrary, the letters 
he wrote to the King were filled with ſeeming to- 
kens of ſubmiſſion ; and during the ſpace of two 


* © He ſaid to a deputation of the townſmen, who came to 
© compliment him after the expedition to Amiens, ſhewing them 
the Marcchal de Biron, ** Here, gentlemen, is the Marechal de 
** Biron,- whom 1 frecly preſent both to my friends and ence 

mies.“ Peref. part 2, 5 
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years, it had been bis whole ſtudy to amuſe him 
with feigned propoſals which he knew how to e. 
vade fulfilling. The King, on his ſide, had con. 
ſtantly dilembled with the Duke, and hitherto 
contented himſelf with favourably receiving the 
olhcers of this province, who, weary of Mercœur's 
delays, addreſſed themſelves directly to his Majeſty ; 
but at length, the King thinking it time to go and 
attack this rebellious ſubject, even at his own 
doors “, this deſign, which was carried on with 
the utmoſt ſecrecy, employed us during the whole 
winter. 

It would have anſwered no purpoſe to have un. 


dertaken it without a body of twelve hundred foot, 


and two thouſand cavalry, and a train of artillery, 


conſiſting of twelve cannons at leaſt ;z and it was not 


offible to draw out theſe troops from the fix thou- 
and foot, and twelve hundred horſe, which his 
Majeſty thought neceſſary for the defence of the 
frontier of Picardy, and which he had committed 
to the care of the Conſtable, aſſiſted by the 
counſels of Meſſieurs Bellievre, Villeroi, and Sil- 
lery, New funds were to be found for the ſup— 
port of all theſe troops; the taxes could not poſe 
ſibly be increaſed otherwiſe than by leflening the 
coſts of the collection, which is with reſpect to the 
King a real increaſe. I likewiſe applied myſelf to 


collect the debts that were in arrear, and to recover 


ſuch as were neglected; to which 1 joined ſome new 
impoſts, few in number, and not oppreſſive. 

The King, without theſe ſupplies, would have 
been obliged to have liſtened to propoſals for a 
peace, and could not then have concluded one, 


One of the Duke de Mercœur's friends, having aſked him 
one day, if ever he dreamed of being Duke of Britany, he made 
antwer, I know not whether it be a dream, but it has laſted theſe 
« ten years and vpwards.” . The Ducheſs de Metceeur's grand- 
mother was Charlotte, heircſs of the houſe Penthievre, whoſe 
pretended rights to the Duchy of Britany were apparently the 
foundation of thoſe of the Duke de Mercaur. = 
| but 


1711 ad tc was Aa” ou 


e 

. _ 

q n 
by 8 
* 
* 


1597. OT S 


but upon terms very advantageous to Spain. Pope 
Clement VIII. deſired it with great ardour; and, 
long before the campaign of Picardy, had ſent the 
Cardinal of Florence, in quality of legate, to pro- 
poſe it to the King; at the ſame time Calatagironne, 
patriarch of Conſtantinople, went, by his Holineſs's 
orders, to Spain for the ſame purpoſe. The nego- 
tiation had been unfortunate in the beginning. The 
King, more irritated than diſcouraged by the in- 
vaſion of Amiens, only anſwered the Cardinal 
haughtily, that he would deter hearing what he had 
to propoſe, till after he had regained this place. 
The King of Spain, on the other hand, although 
it was With regret that he beheld the war renewed, 
yet founded great hopes upon his ſucceſs in Flan- 
ders, and particularly upoa having ſurpriſed the 
city of Amiens, the poſſeſſton of which might draw, 
along with it that of all the neighbouring country 
from the Oiſe to the Seine. | 
The expeditions of rhe campaign being more fa- 
vourable to the French, drew both ſides nearer an 
accommodation, Philip knew Henry to be a 
Prince with whom it was as difficult to keep as to 
gain advantages, and having be ſides a foreboding 
ia his own mind, that the illneſs he was ſeized with 
would be mortal, the fear of leaving at his death 
the Prince his ſon expoſed to ſuch an enemy as the 
King of France, induced him to liſten to the ad- 
vice of Calatagironne, who when he was aſſured 
of the King's inclinations, returned to Rome to ac- 
quaint the Pope with them, and was by his Holi- 
neſs again depured to France, to give the Cardinal 
of Florence an account of his tucceſs, and act in 

concert with him. 
' Accor-lingly their Eminences renewed their 
former ſolicitations with Henry, and often repre- 
ſented to him, that the peace, in ſome meaſure, 
depended wholly upon him. The King, who was 
unvece:ved in his turn, end no longer influenced 
1 by 
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by thoſe great and flattering hopes, which, through 
a reljance upon the promiſes of his courtiers, he 
had entertained, ſaw the return of the two nego. 
tiators with pleaſure, though he appeared inditfer- 


ent to their propoſals: at length he told them, 


that he would not be againſt a peace, provided 
Spain would give up all the poficfled in his domi- 
nions, . The legates hinted, that this might poſ- 
ſibly. be obtained. And-the King replied, that ups 
CA this plan he permitted them to treat and- con» 
ciude a peace with the three miniſters he had left 
in Picardy, to whom he referred them; in the 


mean while, that he might not loſe the advantage 


of thoſe preparations he had. made for war, nor 
waſte time ſo precious in mere negotiations, he ſet 
out for Britany. 

The King took his rout through Angers, in the 
beginning of March, ordering his army to follow 
him by ſhort journics: be permitted his council 
litewiie to attend bim, bat not till it had made 
the neceſſary diſpofitions for ſupplying his army 
in Britany, and the troops and commiſſioners 
for the peace in Picardy, with all things that were 


needful.. As I now had the abſolute direction of 


the council, and met with no oppoſition whatever, 
I quickly put matters in ſuch a ſtate as I thought I 
might join the King, without any bad conſequence, 
I expected to have tound him already far advanced 
in Britany, and was greatly ſurpriſed to hear, as I 
drew near Angers, that the King had not left that 
city. The Duke of Mercœur muſt have been in- 


faliibly ruined, but for the ſervice he received from 


Meidames de Mercœur and De Martigues upon this. 
occaſion : they began with obtaining, by the intereſt 
of che Marchioneſs de Monceaux, a paiport to 
meet the King at Angers *; where, as ſoon as they 


* They had come thither before the King, but were refuſed 
entrance; upon which they withdrew to, Ponte de Ce, til! the 
King arrived at Angers. 


arrived, 
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arrived, they entirely gained over the King's mi- 
fireſs to their party. The Ducheſs de Mercœur 
offered her only daughter to be diſpoſed of in 
marriage to whomſoever the King thought proper, 
hinting to the Marchionets, that ſhe would not 
be againſt marrying this opulent heireſs to her jon 
Cæſar *. The Marchioneſs of Monceaux was ſo 
agrceably fAlattered by this alliance, that from that 
moment, conſidering the Duke of Mercœur's in- 
tereſts as her own, the ſolicited for him with the: 
utmoſt ardor and afliduity : the two ladies like- 
wiſe employed every art to ſoften a Prince remark» 
able for his comnlacency to the fex, He ſuffered 
himſclf to be ditarmed by their ſubmiſſions, pro- 
miſes, and tears, and no longer thought of chaſti- 
ſing the Duke of Mercceur. 

The moment I alightcd at Angers, I went to pay 
my reſpects to the King. This Prince, who by 
the firſt word I uttered, and the turn only of my 
countenance, comprehended all I had in my mind, 


embraced me cloſely in his arms, and preſſing me 


to his boſom, © My friend,“ ſaid he to me, © you 
©« are welcome; I am truly glad to ſee you here, 
« for I have had great need of you.” And I, 
« Sire,” I replied, (incapable of thoſe mean com- 
pliances that are dictated by fattery), ** Lam greatly 
« prieved. to find you. ſtill here,” It is long,“ 
ſaid the King, interrupting me, “ that we have 
learned to. underſtand cach other by half a. word ; 
&« I gueſs already what you would ſay to me; but 
« if you knew what has paſſed, and to what a for- 
« wardnels I have already brought affairs, you 
« would alter your opinion.” b recplicd; that thoſe 
advantages, whatever they were, which he mcant, 
he might have obtained, and many far more con- 


* © The eſpouſals were celebrated at Angers with the ſamemag- 
„ nifi:ence, as it he had been a lawfully begotten ſon of France 3 
he was but four years of age; and ſhe but fix.” Peref. ad pars 
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fiderable, if, inſtead of ſtopping at. Angers, he had 
preſented himſelf before Nantes, at the Head of his 
army. The King endeavoured to excuſe, himſelf, 
upon the want of inſtruments proper for the ſiege 
of the city. 1 anfwered, that be would have had 
no occaſion for them, becauſe Nantes would have 
rendered them unneceſſary by a ſurrender, and per- 
haps have delivered ® the Duke of Mercceur into his 
hands, The firſt of theſe things it was highly pro- 
bable would have happened, and the King acknow.. 
ledged he believed ſo. After this confeſſion I add- 
ed, „It is true, I do not find the bravery of my 
« Prince in this inſtance ; but I ſhall ſay nothing, 
« becauſe I know what it was that with-held you.” 
Wich this Prince, I. was not apprehenlive my ſince— 
rity would have any bad conlequences. He con- 
feſſed all to me, though with ſome little confuſion, 
alledging as an excuſe his compaſſion, for. thote who. 


were in a ſtate of humiliation, and the fear of diſ- 


obliging his miſtreſs. | 

After this, the converſation turned wholly up- 
on news: his Majeſty had juſt received letters 
from the Queen of Evgland, expreffing her deſire 
of ſending an ambaſſador to him, to induce him, 
as we imagined with great: probability, to continue. 
the war. By. other letters, from Bellievre and 
Sillery, he was informed, that the legates had. of- 
fered, in the name of Spain, to reſtore all the ci- 
ties, except Cambray, that had been taken during 
the war. The King's carrying troops into Britany, 
without being under a neceſſity of leaving Picardy 
defenceleſs, had given great ſurpriſe to Spain, and. 


% 
* 


* All the hiſtorians agree, that Henry IV. was in a condition to 
have made the Duke de Mercœur ſmart for bis diſobedience: 
he would never ſuffer that this Duke ſhould fend him any per- 
ſon in his name to Vervins; and ptoteſted, that he would rather. 
endure a continual war, than conſent that one of his ſubjects- 
ſhould ſeem to treat with him thus like a foreiga Prince. 
ſatis faction 
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ſatis faction to the court of London, ever ſolicitous 
to humble the pride of the crown. I adviicd Hen- 
ry not to refuſe a peace for the ſake of a ſingle city, 
and to be ſatisfied with having driven the enemy out 
of Picardy and Britany. | | 

This latter province, which had panted for tran- 
quillity a long time, was ſenſible how much it 
owed to his Majeſty, whoſe preſence at the head of 
an army was the only thing which could procure 
it that happineſs. The party of Mercœur became 
the King's party. The Spaniards were not in a 
condition to hold out long againſt their united for- 
ces. Blavet * and Douarnenes, where they were: 
cantoned in the greateſt numbers, could not fail. 
of yielding ſoon. to the common lot, and a: few 
days were ſufficient to clear the province entirely: 
of its foreign enemies, who afterwards aſſembled- 
her ſtates in order to prove her pratitude to the 
King, by granting him a conſiderable ſublidy. His. 


M:j-fty commanded me to continue my rout to- 


Britany, and while I waited there for his arrival, 
to pay the troops, and quarter them in caſerns im 
the neighbourhood of Rennes and Vitre, with ſtrict 
orders to keep up an exact diſcipline there; after 
which I was to go to Rennes, to repreſent his Mas 
jeſty's perſon in the ftates, to haſten their reſolu- 
tions concerning the ſums that were promiſed, and. 
uſe all my authority to facilitate the levying it. 
The King having an inclination to ſtay ſome days 
longer at Angers, laid hold of the pretence, that 


ſomething was ſtill wanting to the. treaty with the 


Duke of: Mercceur. 

had no reaſon to be offended with:the Ducheſs. 
of Mercceur for having endeavoured to procure 
the moſt favourable conditions ſhe could; yet I: 


* Blavet is now called Port Louis, and lies in the biſhopric of 


Vannes: Douatnenes is another port and road, in the biſhopric. 
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ſo far reſented her making the King the dupe of 
her arts, that if his Majeſty had not obliged me to 
make her a viſit, I would have left Angers without 
{-eing her; although I was related to this lady by 
the ſame ſide, by which I had the honour to be al- 
lied to the royal family, that is, by the houſe of 
Luxembourg. | 

The King remonſtrated to me, that if the con- 
ſideration of being related to her, together with 
the laws of politeneſs, were not ſufficient to induce 
me to pay her this reſpect, yet the Ducheſs of 
Mercœur deſerved it on account of that regard ſhe 
had for me, which the knowledge of my intentions 


i could not alter. In effect, I was received by her 
| and Madam de Martigucs with the higheſt diſtinc- 


tion and reſpect. Madam de Mercœur, after ſome 

entle reproaches for having endeavoured to hurt 

; 5 intereſt, and that of her daughter, my liule 
* kinſwoman, told me, that there was nothing ſhe ſo 
+ ardently deſired, as to be able to put the affairs of 
| the Duke her buſband into my hands, that I might 
conclude this treaty with the King in whatſocver 
manner I thought fit. I anſwered the Ducheſs, 
that while my re ſpect and adherence to her were 
not inconſiſtent with the ſervice of the King, which. 
always carried me againſt any other confideration, 


— . —· . 
0 p 


| ſhe ſhould find. no body more diſpoſed to ſerve her 
| than myſelf. | 
| I went to Chateau-Gonthier that evening, and 


| reached Vitre the next day, where I ſaw but too 
Fi plainly of what importance it was to be extremely 
1 cautious and circumſpect in quartering troops, that 
| nothing might be neglected. Mcihcurs de Salig-— 
Wi nac and de Mouy, Marechals de camp, were of 
great uſe to me upon this occaſion. Tranquillity 
was ſo perfectly eſtabliſhed in all this part of the 
country, that the countrymen who at firſt had re- 
treated to the woods, and fortified themſelves there, 
where every moment they were ready to. come ta 
: : blows, 
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blows, now returned to their houſes ; and the city 
of Rennes thought that ſome acknowledgment was 
due to me; for this reaſon, when the ſtates were 


aſſembled, a fine apartment was prepared for me 


during my abode in that city, at the houſe of Ma- 
damoilelle de la Riviere; ſhe was a woman of wit 


and gallantry, who being always looking out for 


pleaſures for herſelf, was the fitter for the commit. 
ſion with which ſhe was charged, of engaging me 
in all the entertainments that are commonly found 
in citics like Rennes, opulent and "polite, If the 
life of a miniſter was to be at all times like that 
which I led in this city, and which laſted almaſt 
fix weeks, it would have in reality all thofe charms 
which are ſo falſely attributed to it. I had no other 
employment than being preſent at the aflembly of 
the ſtates, who, with all poſſible gratitude, ag ed 
to the ſervice the King required of them, and grant- 
ed him, without any oppoſition, eight hundred 
thouſand crowns ; of which one hundred was to 
be paid the firſt month, as much the ſecond, and 
afterwards two hundred each month, till the 


whole was paid. To furniſh this ſum, a tax was 


created of tour crowns upon a pipe of wine. The 
aſſembly were deſirous of adding a preſent of fix 
thouſand crowns to me, which I refuſed, without 
examining whether this was among the number 


of thoſe occaſions when I might have been permit 


ted to have accepted a preſent. The King, to 
whom the merit of my diſintereſtedneſs had been 
highly exaggerated, and who had himſelf beſtowed 
more praiſes on my conduct in the aflembly, than 
it deſerved, was reſolved, that the expence of a 
preſent to me ſhould be his, and inſtead of fix, 
gave me ten thouſand crowns. During fix and 
twenty years, which I had ſpent in his Majeſty's 
ſervice, I had never received fo conſiderable a pitt. 
On this occaſion there was a kind of generous con- 
teſt betwixt the King and the province of Britany; 


which 
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which at laſt obtained, that theſe ten thouſand 
crowns ſhould be added to the eight hundred thou. 
ſand the afſembly had offered his Majeſty. 

The treaty with the Duke of Mercœur being 
completed, the King ſent it to the chamber of 
accounts at Rennes to be regiſtered. As ſome pri- 
vate articles in this treaty were not expreſſed, the 
court thought it had a right to refuſe regiſtering it, 
without certain reſtrictions with reſpect to thele ar- 


ticles. Henry, who knew better than any other 


Prince in the world, how far the power of theſe 
ſovereign. courts extended, and always appeared 


careful not to make the leaſt encroachment upon 


it, reſented this refuſal with becoming ſpirit ; and, 
together with the. difpatches which I received from 
him regularly every day, he ſent me an order in 


wriung for the chamber of accounts, in which he 


obterved, that this court could not be ignorant, 
that in all treaties or aQs relating merely to war or 
the King's perſon, the ſovereign of France took 
council with no perſon, nor demanded his letters: 
to be regiſtered but as a. formality, which otherwiſe: 
was little eſſential; he reproved them for their raſh- 
conduct, and ordered them to repair their diſobe- 
dience by an abſolute ſubmiſſion to his will, 

The King did not ſhew leſs firmneſs on another 
occaſion, which likewiſe regarded the ſovereign 
courts. Theſe bodies aſſumed the privilege of fur- 
niſhing immediately but half of the ſum which the 
aſſembly had taxed them for their contingent, and 
endeavoured to take a more convenient and more 
diſtant time for the payment. of the reſt : they 
made the ſame difficulties about their ſhare of the 
neceſſary contributions for the maintenance of 
thole troops which they bad demanded themſelves. 
Henry ealily comprchended that they would not 
have had recourle to this artifice, but to avoid 
contributing any thing, as foon. as he had quitted 


the province; cherctore he {ent me word, that it. 
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was his will they ſhould furniſh the whole tax; 
which was done accordingly. Their murmurs on 
account of paying the troops ceaſed, as ſoon as 
they were convinced that the tranquillity of their 
province depended upon this regulation, and they 
were the firſt after that to approve of my con- 
duct. 

Theſe ſeveral orders were ſent to me from Nan- 
tes, to which place the King had advanced, after 
the treaty with the Duke of Mercceur had been a- 
greed upon, to attend to two affairs of importance, 
namely, the edict for the Proteſtants, and the recep- 
tion of the two ambaſſadors from England and Hol- 
land. His Majeſty believing his preſence in Picar- 


dy was neceflary to forward the peace, intended to- 


have left Nantes in a-month's time, without taking 
a journey to Rennes, which he had looked upon as 
uſcleſs; and had already given orders for the 
march of the five regiments of Navarre, Piedmont, 
the iſle of France, Boniface, and Breaute, which 
he drew out of Britany, to fortify the frontier of 
Flanders. The King having informed me of his 
deſign with reſpect to theſe regiments, I repreſented 
to him, that the probability of a peace, being now 
changed to an abſolute certainty, it was neceflary 
to diſband part of his troops, and leflen the num- 
ber of his garriſons, as being a burden too heav 

for the kingdom to ſupport, and that two of thoſe 
regiments were now ſufficient for Picardy; ac- 
cordingly, only the two firſt were ſent thither, un- 
der the conduct of the Marechal de Briſſac. I 
even inſiſted ſo much upon the neceſſity there was 
for his Majeſty to ſhew himſelf at leaſt in the capi- 
tal of Britany, that the King, altering his ſcheme, 
reſolved to come and ſpend ſome days there before 
his return to Paris; and for that purpoſe, to diſ- 
patch as ſoon as poſſible, thoſe two affairs which 
detained him at Nantes. N 
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It was now become more neceſſary than ever, to 
repulate that concerning the Proteſtants: theſe 
o_ aſſumed ſuch a licentiouſneſs of tongue in 
rance, that the King bimſelf did not eſcape the 
rage and malignity of their invectives. The re. 
monſtrances his Majeſty had made to the authors 
of the plot before mentioned, were ſo far from 
bringing them back to their duty, that, in appear- 
ance, it ſerved only to make them uſe their utmoſt 
eftorts to bring the whole Proteſtant party in their 
ſeveral ſynods “, to the moſt violent reſolutions: 
Madam de Roban did not ſcruple to cabal with 
many of them, in order to carry, by a plurality 
of voices, the propoſal of taking up arms, and 
forcing the King to receive ſuch conditions as they 
ſhould preſcribe to him; in which attempt ſhe 
was ſeconded with ſurpriſing aſſiduity, by D' Aubig- 
ne, remarkable for his ſatirical turn, and propen- 
ſity to ſlander f. It was he who in thoſe aſſemblies 
had the aſſurance to mention, that they ought no 
longer to place any confidence in a prince who, 
together with his religion, had abjured every ſent- 
ment of his affection, good-will, and gratitude, 
for the Proteſtants : that nothing but neceſſity for- 
ced him to apply to them, and treat them with re- 
gard ; that when this was over, he would have no 
longer any care about their conſciences, liberties, 
or lives; that the peace with Spain, which was 
upon the point of being concluded, would plunge 
the party into the utmoſt diftreſs, ſince the ſole 
motive that induced Henry to conſent to it, was 
to unite himſelf with that crown and the Pope, to 
ſacrifice them to their common hatred ; and there- 
fore, that nothing remained to be done, but to 


* Ar Saumur, Loudon, Vendome, and Chatelleravt : of theſe 
we have ſpoken before, on occaſion of the cabals of the Prote- 
ſtant party during the ſiege of Amicns, | 

+ He is ſuppoſed to be the author of the confeſſion of Sancy, 
the adventures of the Baron de Fœneſte, and other lampoons. 
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take advantage of the King's perplexity during ſo 
toilſome a ſiege “, the diſtreſs he was in for money, 
the need he had of their aſſiſtance, and the power 
which the Duke of Mercœur till poſſeſſed in Bri 


tany, to obtain by force what Henry would after. 


wards refuſe to grant them. 

To incite the members of theſe. aſſemblies to a 
revolt, the Proteſtants thought the blackeſt calum- 
nies were lawful. D' Aubigne was not aſhamed to 
repreſent Henry there, as a Prince to whom all re- 
ligions were indifferent, and who was only zealous 
for that which would ſecure him a throne . This 
was the notion he wanted to give of his converſion, 
According to him, the ſuppoſed injuries offered to 
the Proteſtants left no room to doubt of the new 
ſyſtem of politics that Henry had formed for him- 
felf. Theſe injuries opened to D' Aubigne a vaſt 
field for exclamation ; the leaſt of them were re. 
preſented as outrages of the moſt violent nature, 
and inſtances of the deepeſt treachery ;z and thus, 
without any regard to the extreme injuſtice of 
which he was guilty, he placed to the King's ac- 
count all thoſe hardſhips which proceeded ſolely 
from the Catholics, or the court of Rome. The 
Duke of Bouillon, leaving others to declaim, ſup- 
ported D' Aubigne, by his uncommon dexterity 
in ſowing diviſion between the King and all that 
came near him, whether Catholics or Proteſtants, 
and created him ſufficient employment, that he 
might not for a long time be at liberty to turn his 
arms againſt him. 'the taking of Mende by Fol- 
ſenſe, and the fitting out of the Count d' Auvergne, 
were the conſequence of theſe counſels. 


The ſiege of Amiens. 

+ © There are three things,” ſad Henry IV. © which the 
% world is very unwilling to believe ; and yet, for all that, they 
are ſtill true and moſt certain; namely, that the Queen of 
« England died a maid; that the Archduke is a great general; 
and that the King of France is a very good Catholic.” Journal 
de L'Etvile, p. 233. | 
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None of theſe perſons neglected to make their 
court to the ambaſladors from England and Hol. 
land, as ſoon as they arrived at Nantes; and de- 
pended ſo much the more upon drawing them into 
their ſchemes, as they were-not ignorant, that it 
was particularly recommended to them to prevent a 


Peace with Spain, "Theſe ambaſſadors were Lord 


Cecil“ fecretary to Queen Eliſabeth, and Juſtin de 
Naſſau, admiral of the republic. They demand- 
ed a private audience of the King; or, if that 
could not be obtained, at leaſt to huve no one pre- 
ſent but Lomenie and me. But I was then employ- 
ed at Rennes. 

If the two ambaſſadors had been perſuaded by 
the Proteſtants, all they had to do was to intimi— 
date the King, and force him by menaces to come 
into their deligus; but either this was not in their 
power, or being convinced of the Proteſtants in- 
juſtice, they thought it beneath them to be influ- 
enced by their paſſions; and therefore took no 
Notice to the King of what they had ſuggeſted, 
They bad indeed offers to make which were much 
more likely to prevail with a Prince of whoſe incli- 
nation for war they were not ignorant: the 
Engliſh ambaſſador offered, in the name of the 
Queen his miſtreſs, ſix thouſand. foot and five 
hundred horſe, to be maintained at her expence 
and Naſſau four thoufand foot, and a large train 
of artillery completely furniſhed and ſupplied, 
beſides a particular tupply, which they hinted 
would be very conſiderable, provided Henry would 
endeavour to retake Calais and Ardres, Upon 
the ſuppoſition that the King appeared inclined to 
accept theſe offers, the two ambaſladors had or- 
ders to conclude a treaty of alliance immediately 


* This was not the ſecretary. himſelf, whoſe name was Wil- 
liam, but his ſun Robert. De Theu, I. 120, Sce likewiſe Chro- 
nol.-Septennaire for the year 1598, concerning this interview of 


Henry IV, with the Engliſh and Dutch ambaſiadors, 


between 
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between France, England, and the Low Countries, 
againſt Spain, and to ſtipulate that neither of theſz 
three powers ſhould liſten to any propoſal, either 
for a truce or peace with the common enemy, but 
with the conſent of the two others. 

Happily the King elcap?d this dangerous ſnare; 
and the conſideration of the preſent ſtate of his 
kingdom had- more weight with him than all o- 
thers. He thanked the ambaſſidors with great 
politeneſs, and introluced his aalwer by aſſuring 
them, that although he could not accept the offers 
of their ſovereigns, yet he would not depart from 
that friendihip which had ſo long ſubſiſted between 
them : and that the peace he was going to conclude 
with Spain, (for he did not conceal the terms he 
was upon with Philip), ſhould not hinder him from 
keeping up the ſame correſpondence with them as 
before, nor from ſupplying them with money, 
when they had occaſion for it, with this only pre- 
caution, that theſe loans were taken under the 
title of acquittances of debts, to give no pretence 
for a quarrel with Spain, 

He afterwards, with the ſame fincerity, explain- 
ed to them all his reaſons for putting an end to the 
war. His kingdom, he told them, was not like 
England and Holland, ſecured by nature from the 
attacks of her enemies, but open on all ſides; his 
caſtles unfortified, and deſtitute of ammunition; 
his marine weak, his proviaces laid waſte, and 
ſome of them reduced to mere deſerts. He 
went on to give a more particular deſcription of 
the abuſes which had crept into the government, 
and introduced a thouſand diſorders ; all ſubordi- 
nation being deſtroyed by the licentiouſneſs that 
Had been practiſed with impunity amidſt the con- 
fution of civil and foreiga wars; his power weak 
and unitable, and the royal authority, as well as 
the molt facred laws of the ſtate, cqually diſregard- 
ed. Tucle evils could voy be rem: died by a 
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peace; and if that remedy was ever ſo little 
delayed, France was every hour approaching to 
her ruin; the diſtemper would ſoon reach the 
heart, and no human help would then be able to 
remove it. Henry did not forget to ſtrengthen theſe 
motives, by comparing his preſent ſituation, in all 
theſe reſpects, with that of England and Holland, 
who could engage in a war, o which their ſafety 
depended, conſiſtently at the ſame time with their 
ſafety and their intereſt ; and the King drew this 


parallel with fo much clearneſs and judgment, and 


ſo exact a knowledge of the ſtate of thoſe countries, 
as to make them feel the truth of what he was 
ſaying, fo that the two foreigners, having nothing 
to object againſt ſuch convincing arguments, looked 
upon each other in amazement, The King gave 
them to underftand, that, when he had ſettled the 
affairs of his kingdom, he ſhould then, with more 
aſſurance of ſucceſs, renew his former deſigns a- 
gainſt the empire, and the houſe of Auſtria; but 
that theſe two enterpriſes were not of a nature to 
be executed at one and the fame time. The am- 
baſſadors for form's ſake, thought they ought to 
diſſuade his Majeſty from this reſolution, but did it 
ſo faintly, being themſelves ſtruck with the force 


of his arguments, that, before the conference was 


ended, the King brought them over entirely to his 
opinion, and obliged them to confels, that the 
peace he was going to conclude was for the advan- 
tage of all Europe. They left France ſoon after, 
and filled their reſpective countries with the opt- 
nion they had themiclves conccived of the great 
wiſdom and extraordinary abilities ef the King of 
France. | | 

In effect, what innumerable miſeries would this 
Prince have drawn upoa his kingdom, if following 
the wild emotions of hatred and revenge, rather 
than the calm dictates of wiſdom and prudence, 
he had at that inſtant engaged in a war, which 
though 
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though in his power to begin, was not to end! 

How dreadful the conſequence, if chance, which 
arbitrarily diſpoſes of all che events of war, ſhould 
have favoured the enemies of France ! But granting 
that his arms were victorious, how little preferable 
to a defeat is that fuccelis, which a Prince muſt pur. 
chaſe at ſo dear a rate, as by the alienation of his 
domains, by the anticipating and mortgaging his 
revenues, by the ruin of commerce and agriculture, 
from whence France derives her chict ſupport 
and laſtly, by the utter devaſtation of his provinces } 

Such evils cannot be balanced by the acquiſition of 
new territories, the poſſaſſion of which keeps the 
conqueror in perpetual alarms, and remaining as ſo 
many hateful monuments to the enemy of the am- 


bition and injuſtice of him that gained them, cheriſh. 


es and keeps alive thoſe ſeeds of envy, hatred, and 
diſtruſt, which fooner or later never fail to pro- 
duce the fame miterics with which the kingdom was: 
before overwhelmed On this account, I am not. 
atraid to ſay, that, in the preſent ſtate of Europe, 
it is almoſt equally unhappy for its Princes to ſuc- 
ceed or milcarry in their enterprites :. and that the 
true way of weakening a powerful neighbour, is 
not to carry off his ſpoils, but to leave them to be 
thared by. others, 

The intolence of the Proteſtant cabal was totally: 
deprefled, when they found that the ambaſladors,, 
upon whom they had ſo greatly relied, were en- 
tirely brought over to the King's opinion; and,, 
not doubting but that a peace would now be ſoon 
concluded, they thought only of procuring reaſon- 
able condinNons, It was happy for them that, at a 
a time when it would have been ealy, to puniſh 
them for their unjuſtifiable proceedings, they had 
a Prince to deal with whoſe realon was always: 
ſtronger than his re{cntment. Both ſides were: 
then very induſtrious to draw up that famous a- 
greemeat known by the name of the edict of 


Q 3 Nantes, 
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Nantes, by which the rights of the two religions 
were afterwards both clearly explained, and ſolidly 
eſtabliſhed. Schomberg, the Preſident de 'Vhou, 
Jeannin, and Calignon, were employed to draw it 
up, of which all 1 thall ſay is, that, by this edict, 
it was provided that the French Calviniſts, who 
till then had been only privileged by truces reſu— 
med and continued, ſhuuld have a fixed and du- 
rable eſtabliſhment “. All that now remained to 
be done, was to get this treaty regiſtered and con- 
firmed by the p.irliaments and ſovereign courts, and 
to begin with thoſe of Paris; which was deferred 
till the King's return to that city. 

Having paid what he owcd to the Proteſtants +, 
according to the exacteſt juſtice, the King thought 
himſelf not obliged to ſhew much regard to thoſe 
who ſtill continued to ſtir ſedition, ſuch as the 


Duke of Bouillon in particular, who had moſt 


reaſon to reproach himſclf, and for once, he refol. 
ved to ſpeak to him like a maſter. He had now 
acquired a right to do this, even though we ſup- 
ie him not to have had it in the character of 
ng. He propoted, as ſoon as he arrived at Ren- 


The edict of Nantes was figned the 13th of April. De Thou 


' ays, that the judicial confirmation of it was put off till after the 


departure of the legate, whom they were loth to fend away dif- 
edntented. The conceſſions this edict contains more favourable 
than thoſe that bad been formerly granted them ate, that thereby 
they were admitted to places of truſt, both in the courts of juſtice 
and in the finances: all the reſt is no ways eſſentially different 
Kom the edict of pa: ification that palled in 1579. Bayle aſeribes 
the honour of comp» ſing the edict of Nantes to the reformed mi- 
niſter Chamier See it in Matthiru, tom. 2. book 2. and in ſeveral 
other hiſtorians. There were likewiſe ſome ſecret articles, of which 
the moſt diſadvantageous for the Calviniſts is that which furbids 
them the exerciſe ot their religion in a great many towns and par- 
ticular diſtricts, as Rheims, Soiſſons, Dijon, Sens, Cc. becauſe 
Henry IV. had ſo engaged himſelf by particular treaties before, 
with the different Lord, of the league. 
t +Le Grain mentions a good ſaying of Henry IV. One day, as 
the Proteſtants were importunately teazing him with their de- 
mands, ** Apply to my ſiſter,“ ſays he to them, © for your affairs 
* are now fallen into the hands of women to conduct them.“ 
Des, 


o 
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nes, to execute this deſign, and took his rout thither 
without delay. The Duke of Bouillon then lodged 
at the houſe of l' Alloue, where he was confined to 
his bed by the gout, he King went to vifit him, 
and after the firſt compliments, ſignifying that it was 
his pleaſure to be left alone with the Duke, the reſt 
of the company quitted the chamber, and his Ma- 
jeſty deſired that he would, without interruption, hear 
what he had to ſay to him. He began with a particu- 
lar detail of all his proceedings, to ſthew that he was 
not ignorant of any of them. He dwelt chieffy up. 
on ſome ſteps the Duke had taken ſince the edict of 
Nantes, and were therefore ſo much the more cri- 
minal, as it ought to have prevented him from en- 
tertaining a thought of rebelling againſt a Prince 
who had fo generouſly adhered to his intereſt, 
The Duke attempted to offer ſomething in his ex- 
cute, but he was ſtopped by the King, who told 
him, that without any juſtificatton, he would from 
that day forget all that was paſſed; and ſince he 
had pardoned whatever the molt 1aveterate malice 
had been able to ſuggeſt to his enemies, he had no 
inclination to exclude trom his favour an old ſer- 
vant, with whom he had been pleated for a long 
time. At laſt he adviſed the Duke, with an air of 
authority, which became him better as he uſed it 
ſeldom, to make good ule of the council he was. 
now giving him as his friend, to think no more 'of 
his paſt behaviour, but for the ſake of acting in a 
manner quite contrary z for if he ſhould again fail 
in his reſpect to his King and maſter, he was re- 
folved to make ule of that convenience which 
the peace now eſtabliſhed in the kingdom gave, to 
bring him to puniſhment. After which the King, 
without waiting for his anſwer, went out and left 
him to his own thoughts. | . 

The inhabitants of Britany were charmed with 
the affability of their King, aud his complaiſance 
in being preſent at all the entertainments with * 

l | the 
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the ladies contended to divert him. Henry divided 
his time between theſe aſfrmblies, the ſport ot run— 
mog at the ring, balls, and tennis- playing, without 
lefſening his afſſiduity about the Marcbioneis of 
Monceaux, who was very far advanced in her preg. 
Nancy. 
In the midſt of theſe amuſements, the King at 
certain intervals appeared fo penſive and reſerved, 
that it was not difficult to gueſs fome ſecret uneati- 
neſs preyed upon his mind; and I was the more 
convinced ot it when his Majeſty, who often divert. 
ed himliclf with hunting, ordered me twice to fol- 
low bim apart, that he might have an opportunity 
of converſing with me alone; yet when 1 did ſo, he 
was ſilent. I then remembered that the ſame thing 
had happened at Saint-Germain and Angers; and. 
J concluded that he had a deſign in view, which he 
had ſome difficulty to diſcloſe to me, knowing with, 
what freedom I ſometimes oppoled his opinions; 
but what this deſign was, J could not poſſibly guets. 
F Returning from the above-mentioned viſit to the 
1 Duke of Bouillon, his Majeſty being at the foot of 
| the ſtair-cate, ſaw me as I entered the court, and 
it calling me, made me go with him into the garden, 
| which was extremely large and beautiful, holding. 
my hand with his finger between mine as uſual, 
then ordered the door to be ſhut, and that no per- 
{on ſhuuld be allowed to enter | 
This prelude made me expect to hear a ſecret of 
great conſequence, Henry did not enter upon it 
immediately, but, as if he had not ſudlicient reſo- 
lution to explain himſelf, began to tell me what had 
Juſt paſſed between him and the Duke of Bouillon. 
This converſation was followed by news relating to 
the negotiations of Vervins, and led him inſenſibly 
to reflect on the advantages France would receive. 
from a peaccable government. One circumſtance, 
the King ſaid, gave him great uneaſineſs, which. 
was, that not having children by the Queen his 
| | wife, 
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wife, it would anſwer no purpoſe to be at ſo much 
trouble to procure peace and tranquillity to his 
kingdom, ſince, after his death, it muſt neceſfirily 
fall into its former calamities, by the diſputes that 
would ariſe between the Prince of Conde and the 
other Princes of the blood, concerning the ſucceſ- 
ſion to the crown. His Majeſty confeſſed to me, 
that this was his motive for defiring, with ſuch ar- 
dour, to leave ſons behind him. Unleſs his mar- 
riage with the Princeſs Margaret could be diflolved, 
it was not poſſible for him to be abſolutely happy; 
but the informations he received from the Arch- 
biſhop of Urbin, Meſſicurs du-Perron, d'Odfdar, 
and de Marquemont, his deputies at Rome, of the 
Pope's favourable difpoſitions in reſpect to that af» 
fair, gave him great hopes of its ſucceſs. In effect, 
Clement VIII. who was as good a politician as any 
Prince in Europe, revolving in his mind - what 
means were moſt likely to hinder France, and the 
other Chriſtian kingdoms, from falling again into 
a ſtate of anarchy and confuſion, could find none 
ſo effectual as to ſecure the ſucceſſion of the crown 
of France, by authoriſing Henry to engage in a 
ſecond marriage, which might produce him male 
children. 

Our converſation being fixed upon this ſubject, 
it was eaſy for me to perceive that it was from 
hence his Majeſty's uneaſineſs proceeded ; but I 
could not ſo ſoon know what particular circum» 
ſtance it was that diſturbed him. The King began 
to conlider with me what Princeſs of Europe he 
ſhould chuſe for his wife, in caſe his marriage with 
Margaret of Valois ſhould be diffolved. But in- 
deed he ſet out with a declaration which ſhewed 
any reflections on that head would be fruitleſs. 
* That I may not repent,” faid he, “of taking 
« fo dangerous a ſtep, nor draw upon myſelf a 
« misfortune which is with juſtice ſaid to exceed 
* all others, that of having a wife diſagreeable in 
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ec perſon and mind, it is neceſſary that in her 
* whom I marry, I ſhould find theſe ſeven things; 
beauty, prudence, ſoftneſs, wit, fruitfulneis, 
*« riches, and a royal birth;” but there was not 
one in all Europe, with whom he appeared entire. 
ly fatisfied. I ſhould have no objection to the 
% Infanta of Spain,” purſued Henry, “although 
« ſhe is a little advanced in years, provided that 
« with her I could marry the Low-Countries, even 
*© though 1 ſhould be obliged to reſtore to you the 
*© county of Bethune, Neither would I refuſe the 
« Princeſs ® Arabella of England, if, as it is pu- 
« blicly ſaid, that crown really belongs to her, the 
« were only declared preſumptive heireſs of it; 
«- but there is no reaſon to expect that either of 
„ theſe things will happen. I have alſo heard of 
« ſome princeſſes of Germany, whoſe names 1 have 
« forgot; but the women of that country don't 
« ſuit me. I ſhould always fancy I had a hogthead 
„ of wine in bed with me; beſides, I have been 
& told that France had onee a queen of that coun- 
«try, who had like to have ruined it: all theſe 
« conſiderations have given me a diſguſt to the 
« German ladies. The ſiſters of Prince Maurice 
% have likewiſe been mentioned to me; bur behdes 
* that they are Proteſtants, which would give um- 
« brage to the court of Rome and the more zea- 


« lous Catholics, they are daughters of a nun; 


« which, together with a certain reaſon that I'll 
« inform you of ſome other time, has prevented 
«K my entertaining any thoughts of them. The 
« Duke of Florence has a niece who is ſaid to be 
« handſome, but ſhe is deſcended from one of the 


Arabella Stuart. She was daughter to Charles, Earl of I. e- 
Rox, who was grandſon to Margarct Queen of Scotland, eldeſt 
ſiſter to Henry VIII. Her couſin german James VI. King of 
Scotland, having in 160a been declared lawtul heit ro Q Eliſa» 
beth, the following year a conſpiracy was formed in her tavour ; 
and the died in 1626, a priſoncr in the tower of London. See 
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« moſt inconſiderable families in Chriſtendom that 
« bear the title of Prince, it not being above three- 
« ſcore or fourſcore years ſince her anceſtors were 
« only the firſt citizens in Florence; ſhe is likes 
& wile of the ſame race with the Queen-mother 
« Catharine, who did ſo much milchict to France, 
« and to me 1n particular, | 

„ "Theſe,” continued the King, obſerving that I 
liſtened attentively to him, © are all the foreign 
« Priuceſſes of whom 1 have any knowledge, Of 
« thoſe within my own kingdom my niece of Guiſe 
« would pleate me beſt “, notwithſtanding the ma» 
e licious reports that have been ſpread that the loves 
« pullets in paper better than in a fricaſſee. For 
% my part, I not only believe thoſe reports to be 
« falle, but ſhould rather chuſe a wife who is a 
« little fond of gallantry, than one who wanted 
« underſtanding ; -but I ama apprehenſive that the 
« violcat affection ſhe diſcovers for her family, 
« particularly for her brothers, would create ſome 
« diſorders in the kingdom.“ 

Atter this the King named all the other prin- 
ceſſes in France, but to as little purpote. He ae- 
knowledged that ſome were beautiful and genteel, 
ſuch as the cldeſt of the Duke of Maienne's two 
daughters, although of a brown complexion, the 
two daughters likewiſe of the Duke of Aumale, 
and three of the Duke of Longuevillez but all 
theſe were either too young, or were not to his 
liking. He afterwards named Mademoiſelle Ro- 
han, the Princeis of Conti's daughter, of the houſe 
of Luce; Mademoilclles Luxembourg and Gue- 


* Loviſa Margaret of Lorrain : ſhe was a very beautiful prin- 
ceſs. It was propoſed, at the time of the ſicge of Paris, for her 
to marry Henry IV. ia order to unite the two parties. The ſar- 
caſtic lampoons of that time charge her with carrying on an in- 
trigue with the Duke de Bellegarde, maſter of the horle ; and 
what Henry fays here of poulets, is taken from a ſong that was 


made againſt Mademoiſelle de Guiſe, which may be ſeen in LE- 
401lc, tor the year 2596, 
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mene; but the firſt was a Proteſtant, and the ſe. 
cond not old enough, and the perſons of the two 
others did not pleate him: and all for ſome reaſon 
or other were excluded. The King cloſed this e- 
numeration by ſaying, that although theſe ladies 


might be all agreeable enough to him in their per. 


ſons, yet, he ſaw no way to be aſſured that they 
would bring him heirs, or that he could ſuit him- 
ſelf to their tempers, or be convinced of their pru- 
dence, three of the ſeven conditions without which 
He had reſolved never to marry ; ſince, if he enter. 
ed into an engagement of that kind, it would be 
with a deſign to give his wife a ſhare in the ma- 
nagement of all his domeſtic affairs; and that, as 
according to the courſe of nature he ſhould die be- 
fore her, and leave children very young behind 
him, it would be neceſſary that he ſhould be able 
to ſuperintend their education, and govern the 
kingdom during a minority. 

Weary at length of endeavouring to no purpoſe 
to find out what the King aimed at by this diſ-— 
courſe, But what is it you mean, Sire,” ſaid I, 
« by {o many affirmatives and negatives; and what 
% am I to conclude from them, but that you are 
« defirous to marry, and yet cannot find a woman 
« upon earth qualified to be your wife? By the 


« manner in which you mentioned the Infanta 
cc 


are moſt to your taſte; but can you expect that 


« heaven ſhould raiſe a Margaret of Flanders, or 
« a Mary of Burgundy, from the dead for you, 
or at leaſt reftore the Queen of England to her 
c youth?” I added ſmiling, © that for proof of 
© the other qualities which he demanded, 1 faw 
s no better expedient than to brirg all the beauties 
« ot France together, from the age of ſeventeen 
6 to that of twenty-five, that by talking with them 
in perſon, he might know the turn of their tem- 
« per and genius; and that for the reſt he oye 

NS reter 


Clara Eugenia, it ſhould ſeem that great heireſſes 
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« refer himſelf to experienced matrons, to whom 
« recourſe is had on ſuch occaſions.” Then begin- 
ning to talk more ſeriouſly, I declared that,“ in my 
« opinion, his Mijeſty might contract his expecta- 
« tions, by ſtriking off a great fortune and royal 
« birth, and content himſelf with a wife who was 
« likely to keep his heart, and bring him fine chik 
« dren; but that here again he muſt content himſelf 
« with mere probability, there being many beautiful 
« women incapable of childbearing, and many illu- 
&« ſtrious fathers unhappy in their offspring; but 
« that whatever his children ſhould prove, the 


« blood from which they ſprung would ſecure the 


« retpect and obedience of the French nation.” 

« Well,“ interrupted the King, * ſetting aſide 
« your advice concerning this aſſembly of beauties, 
« with which I am mightily diverted, and your 
« {age reflection, that great men have often children 
« who poſſeis none of their qualities, I hope to 
« have {ons whoſe actions ſhall exceed mine. Since 
you confeſs that the lady whom I marry ought 
to be of an agreeable temper, beautiful in her 

« perſon, and of ſuch a make as to give hopes of 
« her bringing children, reflect a little, whether 
« you do not know a perſon in whom all theſe 
« qualities are united.” I replied, that I would not 
take upon me to decide haſtily upon a choice where- 
in ſo much conſideration was requilite, and to which 
I had not yet ſufficiently attended. And what 
© would you ſay,” returned Henry, “ if I thould 
© name one, who, I am fully convinced, poſſeſſes 
ce theſe three qualities.” J ſhould ſay, Sire, re- 
plied I, with great fimplicity, that you are much 
better acquainted with her than I am, and that ſhe 
muſt neceſſarily be a widow, otherwiſe you can 
have no certainty with regard to her fruitfulneſs. 
© This is all you would deſire,” ſaid the King, 
de but if you cannot gueſs who ſhe is, I will name 
© her to you.“ Name her then, ſaid I, for I own 
VoL. Il. R I 
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I have not wit enough to find out who ſhe is. 


«« Ah! howdull are you!“ cried the King; © but 


. 
«i 
C6 
« 
« 


I am perſuaded you could gueſs who I mean if 
you would, and only affect this ignorance to 
oblige me to name her mylelt; confeſs then 
that theſe three qualities meet in my miſtreſs ; 
not,” purſued the Kiug, (in ſome confulion at 
this diſcovery of his weakneſs), „that I have any 
intention to marry her, but J want to know 
« what you would ſay, if, not being able to meet 
« with any other of whom I could approve, I 
« ſhould one day take it into my head to make her 
% my wife.“ 

It was not difficult for me to diſcover, amidſt 


theſe flight artifices, that his M-jeſty had already 


thought of it but too much, and was but too well 


diſpoſed to this unworthy marriage, which every 
thing he had ſaid tended to jultity. - My aſtonilh. 


ment was indeed very great, but I thought it ne- 


ceſſary to conceal my thoughts with the utmoſt care. 


I affected to believe that he was jeſting, that | might 
have an opportunity of anſwering in ſuch a manner 
as might make the King aſhamed of having enter- 
tained ſo extravagant a notion. My d.fiimulation 


did not ſucceed ; the King had not made lo painful 


an effort to ſtop there. I command you,” laid 
he to me, to ſpeak freely; you have acquired 
« the right of telling me plain truths; do not ap- 
prehend that I ſhall be offended with you for do- 
« ing ſo, provided that it be in private; ſuch. a li- 


« berty indeed in public would greatly oftend me.” 


I replied, that l would never be ſo imprudent as 
to ſay any thing in private, any more than in pu- 
blic, that might diſpleaſe him, except on ſuch oc- 
caſions when his lite, or the good of the ſtate was 
in queſtion, I afterwards repreſented to him the 
diſgrace ſo ſcandalous an alliance would draw upon 
him, in the opinion of the whole world, and the 
reproaches he would ſuffer from his own mind up- 
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on that account, when the ardour of his paſſion 
being abated, he ſhould be able to judge impartial- 
ly of his own conduct. I ſhewed him, that if this 
was the only means to which he could have re- 
courſe to free France from the calamities a doubt- 
ful ſucceſſion would occation, that he would expoſe 
himſelf to all the inconveniencies he was anxious 
to avoid, and others ſtill greater: that although he 
ſhould legitimate the children he had by Madam 
de Liancourt, yet that could not hinder the eldeſt, 
who was born, in a double adultery, from being, in 
this reſpect, inferior to the ſecond, whoſe birth was 
attended with but half that diſgrace; and both muſt 
meld to thoſe whom he might have by Madam de 
iancourt after ſhe was his lawful wife. This bye 
circumſtance making it impoſſible to ſettle their 
claims, could not fail of becoming an inexhauſtible 
ſource of quarrels and war. 1 leave you, Sire, 
©« purſued l, to make reflections upon all this, be- 
« fore 1 ſay any more.” That will not be amiſs,” 
returned the King, who was ſtruck with my argu- 
ments; “ for you have ſaid enough of this matter 
© for the firſt time.” But ſuch was the tyranny of 
that blind paſſion to which he was ſubjected, that 
in ſpite of himſelf he reſumed the ditcourle that 
very moment, by aſking me if, from the diſpoſition 
I knew the French to be of, eſpecially the nobility, 
I thought he had any reaſon to apprehend they 
would riſe in rebellion while he was living, if he 
ſhould marry his miſtreſs. 
Ibis queſtion convinced me, that his heart had 
received an incurable wound. I treated him ac- 
cordingly, and entered into arguments and expo- 
ſtulations, with which I ſhall not trouble the read- 
er, ſince his own imagination may ſuggeſt to him 
all that it was neceſſary to ſay upon this ſubject, 
which has been already but too fully handled, We 
continued three hours alone in the garden, and I 
had the conſolation to leave the King in a full per- 
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fuaſion of the truth and reaſonableneſs of all I had 
laid to him. 

The difficulty lay in breaking thoſe too power- 
ful ties. he King had not yet brought himſelf 
to that point. H had many dreadful “ conflicts 
of mind to ſuffer ere that could be effected; and 
all he could do tor the preſent, was to defer t.king 
his laſt reſolution till he had obtained the permiſſion 
he had bcen ſo long ſoliciting from the Pope, and 
till then to keep his ſentiments fecret, He promi- 
fed me not to acquaint his miſtreſs with what J had 
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* In this inward ſtruggle, the voice of reaſon and decorum had 
got the ſtrongeſt ſway with Henry IV. and even though M de 
Sully does here nd cl:ewhere ſay it the world have always been 
perſuaded, upon very good grounds, that, if the death of his 
miſtreſs, whom he fo. tenderly loved had not prevented this 
Prince, he would ctiher have married her, or he would not have 
married again at all. He was not always directed on this head 
by the ſole advice of the Duke de Sully, at leaſt if we believe a 
very curious anecdote, which may be ſeen in vol, 959, des MSS, 
de la Bibliot. du Roi; where it is obſerved, that ttenry Iv. be- 
jag at Saint-Germain-en-Laye, (this was probably but ſme 
months at moſt atter his return from Britany), ſent tor his three 
miniſters (M de Roſny, de Villcroi, aud de Sillery) to conſult 
with them about this fo important a queſtion, relating to his 
marriage, and that the fiiſt (who to be ſure was M. de Roſny) 
was ot the ſame opinion, as is mentioned in this place ot his nic» 
mos: that the ſecond adviſed him on the contrary not to mar- 
ry, but leave the ſueceſion to the Prince of Conde, who by birth» 
right was his true heir; and that at laſt the third, this was M. 
de Sillery, the moſt artful courticr of the three), in oppoſition 
to both the former advices, told him, that the beſt thing he 
coul do was to marry his miſtreſs, and legitimate the eldeſt of 
the children he had by her. Hemy I. (continues the author of 
this anecdote, who plainly ſhews him ſeſt to be a perſon to whom 
one of the three miniſters themſelves had , communicated what 
paſſed between the King and them), I ſ.y Henry IV. ſeemed ſur - 
priſed at this, and afterwards ſaid, © | h.d promiſed myſelf a 
* great deal from your abilities and fidelity, by the advice I 
« wanted of you with regard to my marriage; yet ſtill ! fear, 
«that inſtead of having ſatisficd we, you have only increaſed my 
« irreſolution by the contraricty of your opinions, which are 
«. backed with ſuch ſtrong reaſons, that I fiad my ſelf not a little 
4 embaraſſed as to the judgment which 1 fhould make as to the 
a beſt of them; as to that therefore | 1equire a little time to conan 
« ſider of it,” Cc. And after. he had ſaid this, he got up and 
diſmiſſed them. 


faid, 
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1 ſid, leſt it ſhould draw her reſentment upon me. 
„ She loves you,” ſaid the King to me, © and e: 
- | « ſteems you ſtill more; but her mind ſtill enter- | 


f « tains ſome remains of diſtruſt, that you will not 
« « approve of my deſign in favour of her and her | 
1 « children. She often tells me, that when one "4 
3 « hears you perpetually talking of my kingdom | 
1 « and my glory, one is apt to think that you pre- 
1 « fer the one to my perſon, and the other to my | 

« quiet,” I anſwered, that againſt this charge [ | 


1 could make no defence; that the kingdom and the 
ſovereign were to be looked upon with the ſame | 
a eyes: „Remember, Sire,” added I, “ that your | 
: « virtue is the ſoul which animates this great body, 
s c which muſt, by its ſplendor and proſperity, re- 
s « pay you that glory and happineſs, that it derives 
: * from you, and that you are not to ſeck happineſs 
* by any other means.“ After this we lett the | 
a JF | 
. garden, and it being night, ſeparated, leaving the | 
» courtiers to rack their imaginations in vain to gueſs | 
g the ſubject of ſo long a conference. | 
t Neither the King nor I had attended to a circum- | 
'S ſtance abiolutely necetfary on fuch occaſions, which | 
) was Margaret's conſent to the diſſolution of her | 
5 marriage. I conceived it to be highly proper to | 
- enter upon this negotiation, while we expected the 
. ſucceſs of that which was carrying on at Rome. 
I was willing firſt to ſound the intentions of this 
£ Princeſs; therefore the ſubſtance of the letter IL 
K wrote to her on this ſubject was, that, moſt ardent- 
1 ly defiring a reconciliation between her and the 
a King, upon which France founded her hopes of 
: having a lawful heir to the crown, I thought it my 
1 duty to intreat ſhe woul:] authoriſe me to uſe my 
, utmoſt endeavours to effeck this reconciliation 3 but 
4 that, if the inclinations of both parties were ſuch as 
* to render this attempt fruitleſs, or that it ſhould not 
0 conduce to the purpoſe, I mentioned to her, (a Point 
"1 I was ſcalible the ſterility of this Princeſs would 
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make her ſecretly agree to), I hoped ſhe would not 
be offended if 1 thould afterwards take the liberty 
to perſuade her to make a ſtill greater ſacrifice, 
which the ſtate expected from her. I did not explain 
myſelf any farther, but after what I had mentioned 
juſt before, upon the neceſſity of giving legitimate 
children to the crown. of France, it was not difficult 
to gueſs what I meant by this ſacrifice. 

The Queen took time to deliberate upon a mat-. 
ter of ſuch importance, before ſhe ſent me an ap- 
fwer, which I did not receive till five months after 
J had written to her: it was dated from. Uſſon , 
where ſhe uſually reſided, and was ſuch a one as we 
would have wiſhed, prudent, modeſt, and ſub- 
miſſive. Margaret, without explaining herſelf any 
more than I had done, upon a ſeparation that was 
not yet publicly talked of, was contented with 
ſubſtituting, inſtead of it, an aflurance that ſhe 
would readily ſubmit to the King's wil; adding the 
moſt candid praiſes of his conduct, and thanks to 
me for my ſolicitude and cares. 

The King ſtaid at Rennes but ſeven or eight 
days, reſolving to {et out as ſoon. as poffible for 
Paris, that. he might reach Picardy the beginning 
of May. He took his rout through Vitre 9, from 
whence I received orders from him.to give a gratui- 
ty to the garriſon of Rochefort, and afterwards to 
Quſe the caſtle to be razed... From Vitre his Ma- 
Fſty coaſted along the Loire, and came to Tours, 
by the way. of La-Fleche, which he took pleiſure 
in ſeeing again, it being the place where he had 
patl:d, part of his; time in his youth. 


This Prinec ſs had avfiſt retired many years before to Agen, 
and after wards to Carat. King Hemy III. her brother, had not- 
treated her better tllan nr IV. her husband, butperiecuted her 
every where, and at laſt ſhut her up in the caſtle of Uſſon, in Au- 
ve nc where, after his death, ſhe was conttented-to live. 

+ 1 have ſuhſtytuted this word in tut place of that of Villeroi; 
à the original hers + there never was a place of that name in 
Rcitavy,; and n, fact, Henry IV. s road lay through. Vime. 
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I ſtaid behind him at Rennes, five or fix days, to 
put the affairs of the finances in order, pay the 
troops, ſettle their departure from Britany, and 
their march through the provinces z after which L 
came to Tours to the King, his Majeſty having 
ſent for me upon an affair of great importance.. 
I left him to eontinue his journey to Paris, where 
(notwithſtanding all the haſte he was able to make) 
he did not arrive till the litter end of May. I was 
ſo weary ® of the formality of our reception thto the 
great cities, and particularly ot the long ſpdeches 
that we were tormented with in every place, that. 
taking a bye-road by Le-Main and L.-Perche, I 
came alone to my eſtate at Roſne, where my wife 
was employed in attending the building of a houſe, 
and had narrowly eſcaped being cruſhed to pieces 
under the ruins of the old edifice, which was firſt 
to be demoliſhed. 1 ſtaid there but a ſhort time, 
yet upon my arrival at Paris F found the King was 
gone from thence.. He had only paſſed through 
it, and taken the road to Amiens immediately. 
This city he thought convenient tor correſponding. 
with the plenipotentiaries of Vervins, and likewiſe 
for viſiting all the fortrefles upon the frontiers, to 
facilitate the evacuation of thole that were to be re- 
ſtored to him by the treaty, and to provide for: 
their ſecurity for the future. All this was but the 


The King was no leſs-ſo. E'Etoile relates ſome very ſmart: 
repartees of his Majeſty. to theſe importunate haranguers; one of 
thei! tired him with long titles and compellations of honour, and. 
repeating often; * O very. benign, O very great, O very merci» 
* ful, Cc. King” Add too,” ſays Remy to him, © and very: 
„% weary.” Another having begun his ſpeech with theſe words, 
* Ageſilaus, King of Lacedemon, Sire,” G&c. The King inter» 
rupting him, ſays, ** Ventre ſaint gris ! 1 have heard a good deal 
* ipoken of:this Ayectilaus, but he had dined firſt; but, for my. 
part, I have not yet.“ Having twice told another, that he 
ſhould cut ſhort his harangue; and ſceing that he went on te» 


diouſly nevertheleſs, he left him, and ſo went away iclling him, 
** Y-u muſt ſay the reſt then to Ms William,“ meaning the fool 
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work of eight days, and his Majeſty was no ſooner 
come to Paris than the treaty was ſigned “. 

The treaty was very clear and plain, The re. 
fignation of all the towns and fortreſſes that Spain 
poſſe ſſed in France was almoſt the only confiderable 
article in it. No difficulty aroſe concerning the 
affair of the marquiſate of Saluces; the King did 
not think fit to break off the peace on account of 
this article, which was reckoned of fo little im- 
portance, that if Savoy ſhould refuſe to do juſtice 
in it, the King, it was faid, might, with very 
little trouble, ſcize the whole territory without any 
obſtruction, irum Spain, both parties, however, 
obliged themſclves to ſtand to the Pope's + de- 
ciſton of the affair. Here the plenipotentiaries 
committed an error, which was the cauſe of en- 
gaging his Majeſty ſoon after ina war that might have 
been avoided, I ſhall take no notice of the 
reſt of thole formalitics in uſe amongſt them , 
and leave it to others to extol thoſe refined 
. ſtratagems 


On the ad of May 1598, the peace was ſigned, in the name 
ef the King, by M. Pomponne de Bellievre, Knight, Lord os 
** Grignon, and counſellor of ſtate to the Eng, and M. Nicuolas 
* Brulart, Knight, Lord of Sillery, counſcllor of ſtate to the King, 
and prefi dent in hic. Hurt of Parliament at Paris. In thenimeof 
* the Caidinal of Auttria, having full powers from the King of 
* Spain, by M. John Richardot, Knight, chief and preſident of 
the privy council of his ſ:id Majeſty, and one of his council of 
* ſtate: M. John Baptiſte de Taxis, Knight, &c. and M. Louis. 
* Verreiken, Knight,” &c. See this whole treaty in the Ale 
mos and negotiations de la Paix traites a Vervins, ton. 2 with an ac» 
count, in form of a journal, of all that paſſed between the pleni - 

otentiaries, from the opeuing of that negotiation till the condlu- 
on of the peace, 

* + What regards the Duke of Savoy, who was repreſented by 
M Gaſpard de Geneve, Marquis de Lullin, and coun'ellor of ſtate, 
c. is at the end of the 24th article, and imports, ** that the re- 
* mainder of the other differences that ſubſiſt between the ſaid 
* moſt Chriſtian King and the faid Duke, ſhall be referred ta 
* the judgment of our holy father Clement VIII. to be determi» 
ned by his holineſs within one year. — And matters ſhall conti- 
nue in the ſtate in which they are at preient,” Cc. 

thore. wert found the ſame difficulties as to the ſubſtance, amt 
the ſame obſtacles as to the formalities that are uſually to be air 

| I 
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; ſtratagems that in politics are thought the maſter- 
piece of human wit. 
. The King ſigned the treaty at Paris, in the pre- 
ſence of the Duke * d' Arſcot and the Admiral of 
5 Arragonz the Archduke did the fame at Bruſſcls, 
. in the King of Spain's name and his own, before 
Marechal Biron, on whom the King, to qualify 
. him for this ceremony, had juſt beſtowed the rank 
of Duke and Peer of France, a dignity that com- 
| pletely turned his head, Mefficurs de Bellievre 
| and de dillery were likewiſe preſent. The Duke 
| of Savoy gave his ſolemn aſſent to the peace at 


| Chamberry, in the preſence of Gadagne Botheon, 
governor of Lyons, who was deputed to him by the 
King for that purpoſe. 7 
Thus, notwithſtanding a league ſo powerful as 
that of the Pope, the Emperor, the King of Spain, 
the Duke of Savoy, and all the ecclefiaſtics of 
Chriſtianity, did the King of France accompliſh his 
deligns , and crown them with a glorious peace. 


All thoſe who had been employed in effecting it, 


with in ſuck fort of deliberations. They may be ſeen in the Let» 
tres de M. de Bellievre and de Sillery, and in the Relation, Cc. Thid. 
Theſe two negotiators have been generally comoicnded for the 
firm and wiſe conduct which they ſhewed therein. In their let- 
ters, and among others, in thoſe dated the 3th of April, and 4th 
of March, they give a particular detail of the motives that induced. 
them to conclude with the agents for the Duke of Savoy in the 
manner of which M. de Sully complains: and all this they did by 
the particular orders of his Majeſty, in his letter of April 9. Ce. 

* Henry IV. took an oath for the obſerving of the treaty of 
peace vn Sunday the 21ſt of june, the Cardinal de Florence, the 
Pope's legate, ofhciativg in the moſt folema manner. The ac- 
count is alto to be met with, ibid. tom. 2. p. 266. of the MSS. de 
la Bibliot, du Roi, vol. 9361. Mem. de la ligne, tom. 6. Mem. de 
Ne ders, tom a. Mualth:cu, tom. 2-1. 2. Cayet, and others. 

The letters which this Prince wrote to his two miniſters at 
Vervins, during all the time that this negotiation laſted, confirm. 
this. They are inferted in the Mem. & Negotiations, Cc. Ibid. 
He ſays, © That with one ſtroke of his pen he had - performed 
** more exploits, thau he could have done during a long war witk 
the beſt twords of his kingdom.” It was alſo ſaid, upon this 
treaty, that the Spaniards had gut the better by arms, but the 
French by negotiation. ; 


F 
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he rewarded with a royal munificence : and to pre. 
vent this meaſure from alienating Holland from 
his intereſts, he ſent Buzenval ro Amſterdam, to 
keep up a good intelligence with the States, and to 
pay the penſion his Mjeſty allowed them. One 
could never weary in giving this Prince the praiſes 
ſo juſtly due to his great abilities, and to bis ſur- 
prifing diligence and expedition in ſhewing himſelf 
in every part of his kingdom where his preſence 
was neceſſary. - 
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N peace produced other cares and other 
labours. The King began by reducing the 
number of his troops, both French and foreign- 
ers The Swiſs, except three companies of an 
hundred men each, commanded by the Colonels 
Galati, Heid, and Baltazar, were diſbanded. 
This reduCtion was not fo complete as I could have 
withed, and the neceſſity of the times ſeemed to 
require; but my advice on this head was not ap- 
proved by his Majeſty. However, if it had been 
confidered that the royal treaſure was almoſt ex- 
hauſted, and yet there was an abſolute neceſſity of 
furniſhing money for many occafions ſo urgent, 
that new ſums muſt necef{irily be borrowed for that 
purpole, I am of opinion, that I could not bave 
been reproached with a ſordid and miſplaced a2<0- 

nomy. | 
- Theſe ſums were to be applied to the fortifying 
a great number of towns, and the repairing of ma- 
ny buildings, that by the late diſorders of the times 
were threatened with an approaching ruin, which 
It 
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it was neceſſary to prevent without delay, Upon 
viſiting the chief rivers of the kingdom, to ſettle 
the different claims, (a buſineſs which was truſted 
to four perſons of known probity), it was likewiſe 
found neceſſary to raiſe ſ-veral works, particularly 
upon the Charente. 

Amongſt other political regulations which were 
thought neceflary to be made, the King ſet bounds 
to that prodigious quantity of grain, which it was 
uſual to ſend out of the kingdom, and which often 
expoled France to ſuffer the greateſt inconvenien- 
cies from a ſcarcity of her own produce *. By ano» 


ther regulation, all that had no right to wear 


ſwords +, were forbid, upon pain of the ſevereſt 
puniſhments, to appear with them, 


Amidſt theſe occupations, polite literature was 
not excluded from a {hare of the King's attention 3. 


He 


* The moſt juſt conſequence which it would ſeem can be drawn 
from all the rcaſonings we read and hear daily upon this point, 
namely, of exporting corn out of the kiagdom, is that which the 
Duke de Sully inters here. It would be unreaſonable to deprive 
this kingdom ot one of the moſt happy reſources, and one of the 
richeſt ſupports of its commerce, by forbidding all exportation of 
this ſoit of commodity : and it would be no leis imprudent to 
allow it without meature or proportion. : 

It to find this proper medium, the public and royal magazines 
do not apprar to be an anſweralfle and ſufficient expedient, by 
reaſon ot the great expences aud (lil] greater inconveniencies that 
attend them; it would ſcem, that the ſame objection cannot be 
made againſt-ommiſſaries that might beeſtabl:ſhed to take care that 
the gianaties of pr vate perſons mi, ht be filled, opened, and ſhut, 
whenever the public exig-ncies require it. This part of political 
economy, whote great and almoſt (ole view ſhould be to know 
and kccp up the proportion betwixt the productions of the earth, 
and theii conſumption, by fairly balancing the different years and 
dilfercut provinces, is not, | believe, fo diſſicult as it firſt appears. 

T A+ to the regulation of canying arms, feveral perſons are of 
Opinlon, that it would be proper to add ſome diſtinguiſhing 
marks in the foim of the cloaths, that might ſerve io make 
known in public the different ranks of people. 

As to aits and ſciences, and the belle: lettres: if it be true, 
as it appears undoubted, that it is to the care that has been taken 
for ſome years paſt to cultivate them in Europe, that we owe the 
dilke;cace that may at this day be obſerved among Europeans, 


with 
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He heard Caſaubon mentioned, and upon the repu- 
tation of this learned man, he invited him to come 
and ſettle in Paris with his family, where he fixed 
him by a penſion that afforded him the means of 
living as became a man of his character, who is not 
called, ſaid Henry, to govern a ſtate. ; 

I am under a neceflity of ſuppreſſing a detail of 
Jeis important incidents, the number of which 
would be infinite, were I to recount in theſe Me- 
moirs all that his Majeſty ſaid or wrote to me from 
Fontainebleau, Monceaux, and Saint-Germain-en- 
Laye, where he paſſed the remainder of this year, 
and where, from time to time, he commanded my 
attendance to confer with me upon different occa- 
fions. I ſhall exactly fulfil my former promile, in 
ſuppreſſing all that are not in themſelves of ſome 
conſideration ; and ſhall only obſerve here, that 
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with regard to the ſoftneſs of their manners, the politeneſs of 
their behaviour, their connection with each other, and the means 
which a more pacific ſpirit has found out to diicuſs and terminate, 
in a leſs cruel manner, their reſpective differences; it appears, 
that, by all kinds of public motives, independently of that of 
the glory and particular intereſt that reſults from it, a great ſtate 
ought not to loſe fight of this object. After all the care which 
has been already taken in this kingdom, in order to form and 
. eſtabliſh a library, muſeums, and collections of all kinds, that 
might be worthy of the powerful monarch that rules it, to inſti- 
tute academies where perſons apply theniſelves to improve the 
arts and ſciences; the world expects with impatience to ſee the 
deſign executed that was formed ſome time ago, namely, to ac 
commodate all the different parts a little more to one another, in 
ſuch a large town as Paris, by bringing them all within the ſame 
walls, where one might con\viniently find all, at once, as books, 
inſtruments, printing houſes, and in general, all the necefſary 
implements, together with proper accommodations for lodging 
the perſons appointed, and intruſted with the inſpection of them; 
and eſpecially, to fee eſtabliſhed a tribunal of arts and ſciences 
confiſting of proper perſons in the diſſerent academies, and paid 
by his Majeſty, to make exact trials, and form a precitc judge» 
ment concerning books, diſcoveries, and productions that might 
be uſeful to the public. At firſt there was an intention to make 
the ſquare or place \Vendome ſerve for this purpoſe; after this 
the Old Louvre was pitched upon : but exigencies of ſtate that 
are ſtill more neceſſary to be attended to, have ever ſince made 
the execution ot this project be deferred, 
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erhaps no miniſter of ſtate ever found in his 
rh. more attention, or more fertility of expe- 
dients for every thing that could promote either 
the advantage, or the mere convenience of a king. 
dom, than l found in the Prince whom I ſerved, 
Neicher peace, nor domeſtic affairs, made him ne- 
glect to obſerve what was doing in the neighbour. 
ing courts. The qusſtion about the true or falſe 
Don Sebaſtian “ made then a great noiſe in Europe 
as well as in Spain, He ſent La-Tremouille into 
Portugal, to endeavour, if pofſible, to unravel the 
myſtery, that he might not, but upon full conviction, 
determine upon the juſtice or iniquity of the coun» 
cil of Spain, which had begun their meaſures by 
cauſing the ſuppoſed King of Portugal to be 
arreſted. 

Henry, not having yet explained himſelf con- 
cerning thoſe great ſchemes which he afterwards 
formed againſt the houſe of Auſtria, was defirous 
of acting this year as a mediator between Spain 
and England. He therefore propoſed a conference 
to be held at Boulogne + between the two crowns, 
and ſent Caumartin and Jeannin, to aſſiſt at it in 


* This queſtion ſcems at preſent to be pretty well decided, by 
the authority of far the greateſt part of the beſt hiſtorians, who 
make no doubt but that King Sebaſtian loſt his lite in the battle 
he fought with the Moors at Alcagar, in 1578; and conſequentiy 
that this pretended Don Sebaſtian was but an impoſtor, ſupports 
ed both at that time and ſince by the enemies of Spain. See the 
proofs of this King's death in M. de Thou, book 6g. of which 
we {hall ſay moie in the ſequel. France could beſides have 
meddled in this queſtion another way. Catharine de Medicis 
pretended to have a righttul title to the crown of Portugal, al- 
Jedying that ſhe was deſcended of Robert, ſon to Alphonſus III. 
by Maude his firſt wife, who died in 1262. Since which time 
ſhe maintained, that all the kings of Portugal were no other than 
uſurpers. But as theſe were points very diſſicult to be decided, 
it appears, that ſhe made but liitle progreſs in making good 
her pretenfions. 

f This conference or congreſs, into which were admitted the 
States of the united provinces, was not held till the year 1559, 
in the months of My and June. 
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his name, It was in vain that I oppoſed a meaſure, 
which ſeemed to me to be founded in very bad po— 
licy; happily, however, this conference produced 
nothing that had been expected from it. The ob- 
ſtinate hatred theſe two nations bare to each other, 
gave riſe immediately to ſo hot a diſpute about pre- 
cedency, that they ſeparated before they had even 
begun to ſetile the finalleſt preliminary. 

The Jeſuits were not more fortunate in their en— 
deavours to take advantage of that article in the 
treaty of Vervins, by which all French exiles, as 
well as forcigners, were at liberty to return into 
France, and ſettle there. The decree of council 
which intervened, deprived them of this refource, 
and they were obliged to make ute of other means 
that ſucceeded better. 

The aflembly of the clergy which was held this 
year, and continued part of the following, ſhared 
likewiſe his Majeſty's attention, as well as the pro- 
motion of Cardinals. The fon of Madam Sour» 
dis was one of thoſe Frenchmen for whom the 
King procured a hat, although he was too young 
to be thought worthy of that diſtinction. Madam 
de Sourdis owed this favour to the Ducheſs of 
Beaufort's intereſt, whom the prevailed upon to 
fupport her requeſt. 

This was the title the King's miſtreſs now y bore, 
for which ſhe quitted that of Marchionels of Mon- 
ceaux, when the birth of a ſecond ſon drew from 
his Majeſty an increaſe of tenderneſs and honours. 
This lady had for a long time ſet no bounds to her 
ambition; ſhe aſpired to nothing leis than being 
declared Queen of France; and Henry's paſſion 
for her, which increaſed every day, gave her hopes 
of accompliſhing her deſigns. When ſhe was in- 
formed that the King's agents at Rome were com- 
miſſioned to ſolicit the diflolution of his marriage 
with Margaret, and that his Majeſty was on the 


point of ſending the Duke of Luxembourg to that 
court 
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court with the title of ambaſſador, to haſten the 
coacluſion of it, the looked upon this as a favour- 
able opportunity. But (uipecting the agents, and 
probably the new am»atlador, the caſt her eyes up- 
on Sillzry, who was already deep in her intereſt, 
and whom this laſt inſtance of coafſidence would 
not fail of binding ſtill cloſer to her lervice. She 
ſent for him, and ex 2ltining her views to him, ſet 
no bounds to the reward which the pretended to 
give for his lervice and devotion. As the knew 
what was molt likely to teinpt Sillery, the aſſure 
him of the ſcals at his return from Rome, though 
at the hazard even of dilovliging Madam de Sours 
dis, her aunt and intimate friend, and promited 
him likewiſe the poſt ot Chancellor, as ſoon as it 
ſhould be vacant. At this price Sillery engaged, 
with all the oaths ſhe demanded from him, to ne- 
glect nothing that might prevail upon the Pope to 
legitimate the two children the had by Heary, and 
to diffolve his marriage with Margaret. This firſt 
ſtep taken, few obſtacles remained to hinder her 
advancement to the throne. She ealily found rea- 
ſons to make the King approve of the ambaſſador 
ſhe had choten. The Duke of Luxembourg was 
only ſutfered to ſet out, to be recalled as toon as 
Sillery thould be in a condition to take his place. 
The Duchels was at no pains to conceal from the 
court the title with which the had graced her fa 
vourite. She aſſiſted herſelf in preparing his equi- 
pages, and prevailed upon the King to give the ne 
ccilary orders for Sillery's appearance with all the 
pomp aud magnificence, by which the ſucceſs ot 
his negotiation might be ſecured, 

The Ducheſs of Beaufort at the ſame time, to 
prepare tae French tor that change which the me- 
ditated for her children, obtained of the King, 
who had no leſs tendernets for them than for the 
mother, that the ceremony of the baptiſm of the 
iccoud ſon the had lately born him, ſhould be per- 
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formed at Saint-Germain, where his Majeſty then 


was, with the fame magnificence and honours 
which in this ceremony are only uſed ta the chil- 
dren of France. Though I could pardon in this 
lady an intoxication in which ſhe was kept by the J 
ſervile reipe& the courtiers paid to her children, 
and the adorations they offered to hericlf, 1 could 
not have the fame indulgence for Henry, who 
was ſo far from taking any meaſures to undeceive 
her, that he gave orders for the baptitm of this 
child, with a readineſs that ſhewed how agreeable 
the requeſt was to him. I declared my ſentiments 
of this proceeding with great freedom. I endea- 
voured publicly to oppoſe the inference which I 

erceived the courtiers would draw, in favour of 
children ſo dear to the King, for the ſucceſſion to 
the crown. The King himſelt, after the ceremony, 
became ſenſible that he had permitted too much, 
and told me that they had exceeded his orders 
which I had no difficulty to believe. The child was 
named Alexander “, as the eldeſt had been Cæſar; 
and the court-flatterers, by a kind of ſecond bap- 
tiſm, gave him the title of Manſieur, which, in 
France, no one is allowed to bear but the King's 
only brother, or the pretumprive heir to the crown, 

The miſtreſs did not ſtop here; ſhe began to 
aflume all the heirs of a Queen, not indeed wholly 
through her own preiun:ption, for I think the 
knew herlelt too well to hive indulged ſuch extra- 
vagant ideas, but was driven on to take that ſtep 
by-the continual folicitations of her creatures and 
relations. Madam de Sourdis, Chiverny, and 
Freſne, ſeconded her ſo well on their parts, that it 
became inſenſibly the public talk of the court, that 
the King was going to marry his miſtreis; and 


They gave him the title of chevaker de Vendome. Lady 
Catbatine, fiter to the ing, and the Count de Soiſſons, were the 
Mon lors at his chriſtening. te died grand prior of France, in 1629. 

; | chat 
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en chat it was for this purpoſe he was ſoliciting his di- 
rs vorce at Rome, I was thocked at a report ſo inju- 
il- rious to the glory of this Prince. I went to him, 
is and made him ſenfible of the conſequence of it, 
ne He appeared to me concerned, and even piqued at 
n, it. Let his firſt care was to juſtify Madam de Beau- 
d fort, who, he poſitively aſſured me, had not contri- 
10 buted to the report; for which all the proof he had 
ve was, that ſhe had told him ſo. He threw the whole 
is blame upon Madam de Sourdis and Freſne, to- 
le whom he ſhewed that he was capable of pardoning 
ts | a conduct ſo little re{pectful ro him; fince although 
a- he was aſſured they were guilty, he gave them not 
1 the ſlighteſt reprimand, 
t One circumſtance added great weight to the ſteps 
0 took on this occation both in public and private. 
7 Qucen Margaret, with whom the affair of the ap- 
1, proaching diſſolution of her marriage obliged me 
3 to keep a correſpondence by letters, was the laſt 
who heard of what was ſaid and done at court, with 
3 regard to Madam de Beautort's pretenſions. As 
= ſoon as ſhe was infermed of them, ſhe wrote to 
n me, and gave me to underſtind, that ſhe had 
's not changed her mind with re: gard to a ſeparation 
. from the King, but that the was ſo much offended. 
0 at their intending to give the place ſhe reſigned to- 
y a woman ſo infamous as the Ducheſs was. by her; 
e commerce with the King, that, although ſhe had at 
' firſt given her conſent without annexing any condi- 
p tions to it, ſhe was now determined to inſiſt upon 
d the excluſion of this woman; and no treatment 
d watcver ſhould oblige her to alter her reſolution. 
t I thewed this letter to the King, who judging by it 
t how much his marriage with his miſtreſs would, 
4 5 irritate the beſt of his ſubjeéts againſt him, began, 
| in reality, to change his ſentiments. and con- 
duct . 
: I was of opinion, that if Madam de Beaufort was 
5 acquainted wich the contents of this letter, it might 


probable 
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probably produce the ſame effects upon her. I 
would not take this trouble upon myſelf, being 
unwilling to meet the inſolence and rage of a wo. 
man, who looked upon me as a ſtumbling-block 
in the way of her advancement; but J communi- 
cated the letrer to Chiverney and Freine, who im- 
mediately informed Madam de Sourdis of it, and 
ſhe, almoſt in the ſame moment, the Ducheſs of 
Beaufort. But this lady's counſellors were not fo 
eaſily alarmed : they were very ſenfible that the de- 
fen in which they had undertaken to engige the 
King, could not fail of meeting with many d:flicul. 
nes, and they had ſettled their behaviour upon 
each. The reſult of their deliberations had becn, 
to haſten, as much as poffible, the concluſion of 
the affair; periuaging themſelves, that when it 
was once over they might give it a colour that 
thould make it excuſable; or, at worſt, matters 
would be compoſed after a little murmuring, as 
always happens when things are without remedy, 
They knew well the diſpoſition of the French 
nation, eipecially the courtiers, whoſe firſt law it 
is, to be always of the ſame mind with the ſove- 
veign, and whoſe ſtrongeft paſſion, the defire of 
pleaſing him. In a word, they thought themſelves 
fecure of every thing, provided the King himtelf 

did not fail them. | 
Freine having drawn up the warrant for the 
payment of the heralds, trumpeters, and other 
under officers of the crown, who had attended at 
the ceremony of the baptiſm, it was brought to 
me, as well as the reſt, that I might give my order 
for its payment. As ſoon as I caſt my eyes up- 
en this writing, a tender concern for the King's 
ho:our made me lock upon it as a laſting teſti- 
mony of his weakneſs, which was going to be 
handed down to poſterity. I heſitated not a mo- 
ment to Yeturn it, and cauſed another to be drawn 
up in terms more proper, Ihe titles of —_— 
on 
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Son of France, and all that could give any notion 
of that kind, was ſuppreſſed; and conlequently 
the houſehold- fees reduced to the ordinary price, 
with which they were highly diſſatisfied. They 
did not fail to renew their efforts; and in their dif- 
content quoted Monticur de Freine, and the law, 
by which their claims were regulated: at firſt 1 re- 
ſtrained myſelf before theſe people, whole bad in- 
tentions 1 well knew but growing impaticnt at laſt, 
I could not help faying to them, with tome indigna- 
tion,“ Go, go, I will do nothing in it; know that 
« there are no children of France.” 

No ſooner had theſe words eſcaped me, than, 
ſuſpecting that a troubleſome atfaw would be made 
of it, to prevent it, I went immediately to his 
Majeſty, who was walking with the Duke d'Eper- 
non, in the palace ot Saint-Germain. I thewed 
him the warrant Freſne had drawn up, telling him, 
that if it was allowed, there needed no more but to 


declare himſelf married to the Ducheſs of Beautort, 


„ This is Freſne's malice,” faid the King, after 
he had read it, “ but I ſhall take care to prevent 
« it,” Then commanding me to tear the paper, he 
turned to three or four lords of the'court, who were 
neareſt him, How malignant are theſe people, faid 
he aloud, “and what diffi-ulties do they throw 
in the way of thuſe who ſerve me with fidelity. 
„ They brought a warrant to Monſicur de Roiny, 
* with a deſian to make him offend me, it he paſſed 
* it, or my miltrets, if he retuled it.” As matters 
then ſtood, thele words were far from being in- 


different. They gave the courtiers, who had 


ſmiled at my funplicity, to underſtand, that they 
might poflibly be deceived themlelves, and that 
the ſuppoſed marriage was not fo near as they had 
imagined, The King continuing to converſe with 
me apart, told me, that he did not doubt but 
that Midam de Beaufort was greatly enraged as 
gataſt me, and adviled me to go to her, and en- 

deavour, 
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far as the door of the firſt hall to receive him. 
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deavour, by ſolid reaſons, to give her ſatisfaction. 
Ik they will not do,“ added he, Iwill ſpeak to 
at her as her maſter.” 

1 went directly to the Ducheſss apartment, 
which was in the cloiſter of Saint-Germain, I 
knew not what notion the conceived of a viſit 
which ſhe found I began with a ſort of explanation, 
She did not allow me time to proceed. The rage 


with which ſhe was animated not permitting her 


to obſerve any meaſures, ſhe interrupted me, with a 
reproach that I had impoſed upon the King, and 
made him believe that black was white, It is 
« well” faid 1, interrupting her in my turn, but 
with great calmneſs: “ fince you think. fit to talk 
in this manner, I ſhall take my leave; but 1 thall 
„ not however neglect to do my duty.” Saying 
this, 1 left her, not being willing to hear more, 
teſt I ſhould be tempted to ſay ſomething more 
ſevere. I put the King in a very ill humour with 
his miſtreſs, when I repeated to him what ſhe had 
faid. „Come along with me,” ſaid the King, with 
an emotion that pleaſed me greatly, “and L will let 
&« you ſee that women do not wholly poſſeſs me.“ 
His coach not being ready ſoon enough for his im- 
patience, his Majeſty got into mine; and as we drove 
to the Ducheis's lodgings, he aſſured me that he 
would never have cautc to reproach himſelf, that, 
through his complaiſance for a woman, he had ba- 
niſhed or even diſguſted iervants, who, like me, 
were only ſolieitous for his glory and intereſt. 
Madam de Beaufort, upon my leaving her apart- 
ment ſo haſtily, had cxpected to ſce the King ſoon 
aiter, and during that time had taken tufficient 
Pains to ſet off her perſon to the greateſt advan- 
tage; believing, like me, that the victory which 
one or other of us muſt now gain, would be the. 
preſage of her good or bad fortune. As toon as 
the was informed of the King's arrival, ſhe came as 
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Henry, without ſaluting her, or expreſſing any 
part of his uſual tenderneſs,“ Let us go, Madam, 
« ſaid he, to your chamber, and ſuffer no one 
« to enter but yourſelf, Roſny, and me; for I 
« want to talk to you both, and make you hve to- 
« gether upon friendly terms.” Then ordering the 
door to be thut, and that no one ſhould be ſuffered 
to remain in the chamber, dreſling-room, or clo- 
ſet, he took her hand, holding one of mine at the 
ſame time, and with an air, at which ſhe had. good 
reaſon to be ſurpriſed, told her, that the true mo- 
tive which had determined him to attach himſelf to 
her, was the gentleneſs he had obſerved in her dif- 
poſition z but that her conduct for ſome time paſt 
had convinced him, that what he had believed to 
be real was only dillembled, and that ſhe had de- 
ceived him. He reproached her with the bad coun» 
fels to which the had liſtened, and the very con- 
fiderable faults they had occaſioned. He covered 
me with praiſes, to thew the Ducheſs, by the dif. 
ference of our proceedings, that I only was truly 
attached to his perſon. He commanded her to get 
ſo far the better of her averſion for me, as to be 
able to regulate her conduct by my advice, ſince, 
the might depend upon it, his paſſion tor her 
thould never induce him to deprive me of his con- 
fidence. | 
Madam de Beaufort began her anſwer by ſighs 
and tears; ſhe aſſumed a tender and ſubmiſſise air; 
ſhe would have kiſſed the hand of Henry; omit- 
ting no artifice which ſhe thought capable of melt- 
ing his heart. It was not till the had played over 
all theſe little arts, that the began to ſpeak, which 
the did by complaining, that inſtead ot thote returns 
the might have expected from a Prince to whom 
the had given her heart, the faw herſelf ſacrificed 
to one of his grooms. She repeated all that I had 
{aid or done to the prejudice of her children, in 
order to awake his Majcity's reteatment againſt me. 
Then, 
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Then, feigning to fink under the violence of her 
grief and deſpair, the let herſelf fall upon a couch, 
where ſhe proteſted the was determined to wait for 
death, not being able to endure life after fo cruel 
an affront. The attack was a little ſtrong ; Henry 
did not expect it. I obſerved him heedfully, and 
ſaw his countenance change; but recovering him. 
ſelf immediately, that his miſtreſs might not per- 
ceive it, he continued to tell her in the ſame tone, 
that ſhe might {pare herſelf the trouble of having 
recourſe to fo many artifices on ſo flight an occa- 
fion. Senſibly affected at this reproach, the re- 
doubled her tears, crying, that ſhe plainly per- 
ceived ſhe was abandoned, and that doubtleſs it was 
to augment her ſhame, and my triumph, that the 
King had reſolved to make me a witneſs of the moſt 
cruel treatment that was ever thewn to any woman, 
This thought ſeemed to plunge her into a real de. 
ſpair. By heaven, Madam,” ſaid the King loſing 
Patience, © this is too much; I know to what all 

* this artifice tends; you want to prevail upon me 
« to baniſh a ſervant whoſe aſſiſtance I cannot be 
« without, I declare to you, if I was reduced to 
« the neceſſity of chuſing to loſe one or the other, 
I would rather part with ten miſtreſſes like you, 
« than one ſervant ſuch as him.”. He did not for- 
get the term of groom which the had uſed; and was 
fill more offended, that ſhe had applied it to a man 
whoſe family had the honour of being allied to his 
own. 

After this harſh {peech the King ſuddenly quitted 
the Ducheſs, and was going out of her apartment 
without ſeeming to be moved at the condition ia 
which he left her; probably becaule he knew her 
well enough to be aſſured that all this violence of 
grief was only affectation and grimace. As tor me, 
I was ſo tar d:luded by it, as to be greatly concern- 
ed for her; and was not undeceived till Madai de 
Beaufort, percciviag the King was going to * 
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her ſo much offended, that ſhe had reaſon to ap- 


prehend he would never return again, changed her 
behaviour in an initant, ran to ſtop him, and threw 
herſelf at his feet; no longer toumpole upon his 
tenderneſs, but to ſoothe him to a forgetfulneſs of 
her fault. She began by apologiſing for her paſt 
conduct, aflumed an air of gentleneſs and compla- 
cency, and ſwore the never had, nor ever would 
have any will but his. Never was there a change 
of ſcene more ſudden. I now ſaw a woman per— 
fectly agreeable, eaſy, and compliant, who behaved 
to me as if all that had juſt paſſed had been a dream; 
and we all ſeparated very good friends. 

The King being at Monceaux about the end of 
October, felt fome flight touches of a fever, which 
ended at laſt in a violent attack “; it was attributed 
to the diſturbance cauled by a prodigious quantity 
of humours, which were diſcharged by a purge 3 
and as the fever ſeemed to have wholly ceaſed, the 
King thought himſelf cured, and wrote to me to 
that effect; oblerving, however, that his indiſpo- 
ſition had left a faintneſs and dejection upon him 
which was not uſual with him, but that he would 
endeavour to diſpel it by walking, it he could get 
ſirength enough. Thele ſymptoms were the fore- 
runner of a diſtemper, which a few days afterwards 
ſcized him with ſuch violence that he was ſoon in 
great danger, and I had the aflliftion to find him 
10 this condition on my arrival at Monceaux, with 
Chatillon ant D'Incarville, whom he ſent for in 
the letter I have juſt mentioned, I thought for a 
long time that I was only come to fee my dear ma- 


* In the following manner the hiſtorian Matthieu ſpeaks of 
this ditorder of Henry IV. © While he was very merry with his 
** miltrefs and Bellegarde, and laughing heartily at «ſome ' 
& ſatirical verſes, he was ſuddenly feized with a violent fit of 
** yomiting,, which kept him for ſeven hours together in very 
“% great danger, all that time having a conſtant deſire to drink, 
and ſtill throwing up the water while the glaſs was at his head." 
Tom. 2. I. 3. p. 277. | 
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ſter expire in my arms, for he would not permit 
me to leave Monceaux during his illneſs, and often 


called me to his bedſide. In one of theſe moments, 


when the obſtinacy and continual recurrence ot his 
diſtemper baffled all the art of the phyſicians, and 
this Prince himſelf thought that his laſt hour was 
approaching: © My friend,“ ſaid he to me, © you 
% who have often ſeen me meet dangers which it 
« was eaſy for me to. have avoided, know better 
than any other perſon how little 1 fear death; 
« but I will not deny that I am grieved to die be- 
« fore I have raiſed this kingdom to that ſplendor 
« I intended for it; or convinced my people, by 
« diſcharging them of part of their taxes, and go- 
« verning them mildly, that I love them as my own 
« children.” 

Ar length Henry's good conſtitution prevailed, 
and his diſtemper was removed almoſt inſtantane. 
ouſly *: ſo that the grief into which his danger 
had plunged us, was followed immediately by the 
joy of his recovery, He had afterwards a flight 
relapſe which had no bad conſequence : he ſent me 
word of this at Paris, whither 1 had returned as 
ſoon as I ſaw him out of danger. And in another 
letter, dated the 6th of November, which Schom- 
berg, at his return from Monceaux, brought me to 
Paris from his Majeſty, he informed me that his 
health was perfectly eſtabliſhed, except that he had 
ſome {mall remains of that dejection on his ſpirits 
of which he had formerly complained, and of which 
he could not get rid, notwithſtanding he followed 
exactly the advice of his phytficians. The Sicurs 
Mareſcot, Martin, and Roflet, having, upon the 


* 


lt was during this malady that Henry IV. was very much 
troubled with a carneous excreſence; which ſerved as a pretext 
to the Ducheſs of Beautort, to let him know, by weans of La- 
Riviere, his firſt phyſician. whom ſhe gained over to her inte- 
reſt, that he could, after this, have no more children. Amelct de 
>a Heuſſcye, num. 1. ſur la litlre 243, ds Cardinal d. 
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news of his illneſs, haſtened to Monceaux to aſſiſt 
his phyſicians in ordinary with their advice, he had 
the attention to cauſe them to be paid for their 
trouble, writing to me to give each of them one 
hundred crowns, and fifty to Regnault his ſurgeon, 

The King had not yet quitted Monceaux when 
the Cardinal of Florence, who had ſo great a hand 
in the treaty of Vervins, paſſed through Paris, as 
he came back from Picardy, to return from thence 
to Rome, after he had taken leave of his Majeſty. 
The King ſent me to Paris to receive him, com- 
manding me to pay him all imaginable honours, 
He had need of a perſon near the Pope fo power- 
ful as this Cardinal, who afterwards. obtained the 
pontificate himſelf. I therefore omitted nothing 
that could anſwer his Majeſty's intentions; and the 
legate having an inclination to ſee Saint-Germain» 
en-laye, I ſent orders to Momier, the keeper of the 
caſtle, to hang the halls and chambers with the fi- 
neſt tapeſtry of the crown. Momier executed my 
orders with great punctuality, but with fo little 
judgment, that for the legate's chamber he choſe a 
fuit of hangings wrought by the Queen of Navarre 
very rich, indeed, but which repreſented nothing 
but emblems and mottos againſt the Pope and the 
Roman court, as fatirical as they were ingenious, 
The Prelate endeavoured to prevail upon me to ac. 
cept of a place in the coach that was to carry him 
to Saint-Germain; which I refuſed, being defirous 
of getting there before him, that I might ſee whe. 
ther every thing was in order; with which I was 
very well pleaſed. 1 ſaw the blunder of the keep- 
er, and rectified it immediately. The legate would 
not have failed to have looked upon ſuch a miſtake 
as a formed deſign to inſult him, and to have re- 
preſented it as ſuch to the Pope. Reflecting after- 
wards, that no difference in religion could autho- 


riſe ſuch farcaſms, I cauſed all thoſe mottos to be 
effaced. | 
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I bad long hoped that a peace would afford me 
leiſure to examine the finances of the kingdom 
thoroughly, All that I had hitherto been able to 
do, was only to alleviate the miſchief ; and far from 
having been able to dig to the root, ſo as to eradi— 
cate it at once, the dittcrent neceſſities of the Nate, 
which always followed each other fo cloſe during 
the war, made it be reckoned on as a preat ſtroke 
of policy to manage the finances without increaſing 
the confuſion. It is certain that, upon a cloſer 
Examination, they ſcen ed tainted with an incurable 
diſeaſe, which could not even be inquired into 
without the moſt unſhaken courage, and invincible 
patience. The firit glance was able to diſcover no- 
thing but an univertal loſs of credit; the royal 
treaſury indebted ſeveral hundred millions; no 
means of railing more money; exceflive poverty 
and ruin at hand. But this very ſtate of deſpair 
made it neceſſary not to delay a ſingle moment the 
undertaking this great work, while ſeveral oppor— 
tunities concurring ſhewed at leaſt a poſſibility of 
ſucceſs. Every thing was in tranquillity z the pay 
of the troops conſiderably leſſened, the greater part 
ct the military expences ſuppreffed, the King's 
council, weary at lepgth of making uſeleſs endca- 
vours to deprive me of any management of public 
affairs, almoſt all buſincls was tranſacted by me; 
theſe gentlemen diſdained even to come to the 
meetings, unleſs forced thither by their own inte- 
reſt, or that of their relations or friends. In thoſe 
meetings, nothing was propoſed without my appro» 
bation, and nothing executed without my content, 
The King bad no ſecret with which I was not en- 
truſted, nor any authority with which I was not 
occaſionally inveſted. All theſe conſiderations 
perſuaded me, that, if the calamities cauſed by 10 
many long and cruel civil wars were ever to be re- 
paired, now or never was the time to accomplith 
It. 
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had received from nature a ſtrong conſtitution, 
a body able to ſupport “ long labours, and a mind 
| capable 
* The picture which M. de Perefixe gives us of M. de Roſny 
altogether agrees with that which we ſce drawn here. “ He had 
« efpccially,”” ſays he, “ a genius turned for the management of the 
« finances, and ll the other qualifi-ations requifite for ſuch a 
ee ſtation. lu fact, he was a regular man, exact, and a great 
„% economiſt; he was punctual to his word, no ways prodigal, 
« without any bompous oftentation, nt inclined to protuſe ex- 
« pence, gimme, or women, nor addict d to any thing that did 
« not exactly tally with a man bred to fach an employment. Be- 
« ſides, he was vigilint, laborioas, expeditious, beſtowing almoſt 
e his wholg time on buſinels, and but little on his plealuress 
© Withal he had the happy dexterity of ſeeing through fuch ſort 
of matters, and of vunravelling the puzzling perplexities, and 
„% unty oy the intricate knots, under wich the farmers of the fi- 
% nances, when they have a mind to be knaviſh, endeavour to 
© conceal their tricks,” Part 3. P. Matthieu gives him no lefs 
bigh a character, tom. 2. I. 2. p. 218. The King gave him,“ 
fays Le Grain, “ the poſt of ſuperintendint general of his 
© finances, inveſting him with fo great an authority as had ne- 
© ver been ſeen in that office ketores ln this place, it muſt be 
% contelled, thete wanted a man at that time, who would have 
© his cycs hood-winked to every other conſideration but the 
« King's advantaye, that is, to the public treature, which it was 
„ necellary to reſtore-to its full vigour ;; and who would be more 
rigid than cither the dignity of ſome perſons, or tie reſpect 
* due to others, would have endured at any other time. And 
indeed this great authority and power, which the King gave 
© him, did in a little time after, reſtore full ſtrenyth to all the 
* maia cefources of the itate.” See the whole of what this wris 
ter lays, with regard to M. de Sully, I. 7. 
© tle put,” ſays D' Aubigne, tom. 3. I. g. c. 3. © the finances 
into the hands ot the Marquis de Roſny, afterwards Duke of 
Sully, becauſe he found he had a very extenſive and labotious. 
genius, as allo à natural ſeverity of temper, gyhich, without 
regardiag the favour of any body, enabled him to bear the 
unplcafing irktomeueſs of tebutts 3 and by that means, filled 
the Kiug s coilers, to which the natural diſpoſition of his ma- 
{ter did not a little contribute.“ | 
In a ſmall picce, tom. 3. of the Mem. d'Etat de Villeroi, we 
fin the tollowing account. © hits change in the face of affairs, 
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Git opuleut and flouriſhing by mcans of. his good management 
© aud incluitcy, dues tuthaeutly tethify his abilities. The re- 
„ monitrances, which he made even to the Kiag's pleaſure, and 
* the oppoltign which he maintained againit all the great men, 
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which the (aid Sicur de Sully had introduced into France, 
that had heen brought to the loweit ebb of diſtteſs, rendering . 
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capable of great application, a natural propenſity 
to regularity and œconomy, improved by a parti- 
cular ſtudy of that ſcience for a courſe of twenty— 
five years that I was near the King's perſon; and, 
if I may be allowed to tay it, a paſſion yet more 
forcible for honour and virtue. Such are the qua- 
lities I brought to the conduct of public affairs. 
With theſe, although one cannot keep clear of 
committing faults, and thoſe likewiſe very conſi- 
derable, yet (and experience, as well as the ſucceſs 
that attended my labours, gives me a right to ſay ſo) 
one may be aſſured that the revenues of a ſtate are 
fallen into good hands, when a moderate degree of 
judgment, much diligence and exactneſs, and ſtill 
more probity, are qualities remarkable in him that 
governs them. 1 dare not afſume more likeneſs 
than this to the portrait I am going to draw of a 
good miniſter of the finances; becauſe that al- 
though I have always propoſed ſuch an one for my 
imitation, yet I candidly conteſs I am far from pre- 
tending to let up mylelt tor a model. 

It would be the ſhorteſt way to fay, that a man 
who is called to: the management of public affairs, 
ought to have no paſſions; but that we may not 
TT whoily deſtroy the notion of ſuch a being, by re- 
THT  Cdvucing bun to an impoſſible and merely ideal exiſt- 
1 ence, it is lufficient to fay, that he ought to have 


ſheyp his virtue, prudence, and courage. Even thoſe who en- 
vy him ſay, that he alone was of more uſe to the public, and 
knew its inigreſts better, than all the reſt of the kingdom be- 
4 ſides.” The manuſcript which we quoted in the preface, co- 
inci-{es with this: and further may be added the ſuffrage of the 
gre iteſt part of the hiſtorians and memoirs. of that time, which 
all agree, that M. de Sully has, in tric juſtice, deſerved the ap- 
pe lation of the moſt laborious, the moſt capable, the moſt up- 
right, and above all, the moſt ſteady miniſter that ever was. Tho 
ſeverity, rigidne!>, and havghty carriage, which are almoſt the 
only faults with which he has been charged, ariſe from the laſt+ 
men ioned quality, that no doubt was carried a little too far. 
We ſhall have occaſion to ſpeak more of it in the ſequel : but [ 
thought myſelf obliged previouſly o add theſe teſtimonies, to 
the account he gives us of his character and conduct. 
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ſuch a Kno vlg of them as to be able to avoid 

their inlluenge. IIe th uld bs ſenſible of all the 
meannels of pril:, the folly of ambition, the 

weacneſs of hured, aol the baienels of revenge. 
As | iatend only to nk: ſuch rellsctions as im ne- 
diately relate to him, I thall not take any notice 
here of the greit m-annels of treating people ill, 

not only by actions, bar even words, and of never 
giving orders, to interiors but 1a the tranſports ot 
raz2, or pecviihnels of ill humour, ſzaloaing them 
with oaths and curtes; fiace, living for the public, 
he ouzhc to appear achable, an] be .caly of accels 
to every body, except to thoſe who oaly come to 
hin wich a deuga to corrupt him, and never to 
loſe fight of this nix! n, which holds one of the firſt 
plices in the a urs ot government, That a kings 
dom gught to be regulate.l by general rules, and 
that cxceptions only occaſion diſcontent, and. pro- 
duce c complaints. 

A juſt knowledge of what is due to rank, and 
of Jiikereat degrees « of diitiaction, is to far from bes 
ing coatrary to this mixin, that it is effentially 
neceſfiry to it, as well for obſerviag thoſe rules of 
behaviour to pertons of diifzreat ranks, which the 
French politenzis has eltablilhed, as to be undecet- 
ved of that miſtake, that ones riches, and the 
favour of his King, place every other perſoa in- a 
ſtate of ſubor dination to him, An inclination for 
the fair ſex is a ſource of weakneſs and injuſtice,, 
which will iaevitably carry him beyond the bauads. 
of his duty. A paſſion. for deep play will expoſe 
him to temptations itill a thoutand times more dil 
cult to be overcone by 3 man who has all tag 
money ot the kingdom paillsg through his hindss,., 
Taat he may eſcape this dangerous faace, lam ua 
der aneceili:y of preſcribing to hin to nave no ace 
quaintance either with. c urs or dice. 

A Jiſlice to vultacts proceeds generally fromthe: 
lane incliaations which lead to voluptuoulnels, or 
1 3 | CIcals 
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create effeminacy, A ſtateſman ought in tempe- 
Tance to ſeek for a remedy againſt a fondneſs for 
ſplendor, and the delicacies of the table, which 
ſerve only to enervate both body and mind. A vir. 
tuous man ought to be wholly unacquainted with 
drunkenneſs; a diligent min onght to be no leſs 
Ignorant of what is called high living. As he ought 
to make his retirement into his cabinet at all times, 
and at all hours, not merely ſupportable, but plea. 
fing; he cannot be too careful to prevent his mind 
from running on the delights of balls, maſqucrades, 
and other parties of pleaſure. In all theic trifling 
amuſements there is a nameleſs enchantunent, that 
intoxicates the hearts of philoſophers and miſan- 
thropes themſelves. The fame caution is neceſſary 
againſt hunting, keeping many ſervants, equipages, 
furniture, buildings, and all other occaſions of ex- 
Pence that luxury has invented. A taſte for any 
of theſe things ſoon degenerates into a kind of paſ- 
ſion, of which the waſte of time is not the only bad 
conſequence ; prodigality, ruin, and dithonour, 
are its uſual effects. R belongs only to a man who 
eannot reſolve to live and amuſe himſelf with his 
ewn company to think continually of galleries, co- 
hamns, and guildings, and to run all his life after 
ftatues, antiques, and medals. Do you learn to 
be contented with a common picture; the delicacy 
of procuring, at a great expence of money and 
anxiety of mind, original and other ſcarce pieces, 
proceeds wholly from an afteQation of taſte. 

am, however, far from carrying the feverity of 
theſe maxims la far, as to forbid a man, inveſted 
with a public employment, from having any atten» 
tion to his own ceaſe; and to deny him all kinds of 
amuſement. I would have him indulge himſelf in 
moderate pleaſures, and take care of his fortune, 
provided that he does the one without difſipation, 
and the other without diſhonour. It is one of thoſe 
advantages that attends a diſpoſition not prone to 
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expence, and fond of regularity, that he who is 
olleſſed of it, it he lives long, finds himſelf in- 
ſenſible in affluent circumſtances. To make a for- 
tune, which is a phraſe of ſo hateful a found, (be- 
cauſe, when it is applied to a man of buſineſs, it 
commonly means nothiag but injuſtice, oppreſſion, 
and cruelty; and when applied to a courtier, nothiag 
but mean tricks, deſpicable flattery, cringing ſervility, 
and even at ſome times knaveries and treachery), is 
nothing more than a natural conſequence, and even 
an act of virtue, where all ſee that the fortune is on- 
the reward of labour, or an honeſt recompence 
of good actions. 
add, that this ought to appear ſo clearly as to force 
our greateſt enemies to fee it and confeſs it “. 

It ought therefore to be an eſtabliſhed rule, That 
every man who undertakes the management of the 
finances, or any other part of the miniſtry, ſhould 
make and renew, from time to time, a kind of ac» 
knowledgment of the (ſtate of his income; that is, 
that upon his entrance into the miniſtry he ſhould 
draw up an exact and particular memorial of his 
preſent poſſeſſions, and upon his leaving it give in 
another in the ſame forin; fo that whatever altera- 
tions have happened in his fortune may be known, 
to others as well as himſelf. I have already taken 
care to give the public an account of every aug- 
mentation of my fortune, and each new dignity 
that was conferred upon me, according to the di 
ferent periods of time when they happened, and 1 


A great part of the maxims which fill up chap. 8. part r. of 
the political teſta neat ot the Cardinal de Richelieu, that treats 
both of the council au] counſeilors of the King, is evideatly ta- 
ken from this and many other places of M de Sully's memoirs ; 
and chicfty what he ſay of the four qualities requiſite to conſtitute 
a perfect counſellor, to wit, capacity, fidelity, courage or teſolu- 
tion, and application. I thail have occaſion ia what follows te 


make ſome remarks upon what ſeems overitratacd 1a the maxims- 


and manners of M. de Sully, with regard to what is called luxury. 


That I may not be mittaken, Iwill 
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fhall ſtill continue this method. But as 1 look up- 
on this atfiir to be [u5ject to calculuion, | am gy. 
ing to put every one into a way of doing it himl- elk, 
and thall thew it completely done at the cad of chele 
Memoirs. 

My father's eſtate being equally divided between 
me aad the only remainiag brother out of four 
that | had, my (hare of it, joined to ny wife's for- 
tune, which was ten thoutini livres, a nouated on— 
ly to fiticen or ſixteen thouland livres a-year. And 
as it increaſed but very little in the ſpice of tive 
and twenty years, When the King had ny meaas of 
rewarding nis ſervants, this was my whole income, 
when the revenuss of the ſtate wrre com nitted to 
my care. I am icnlible, that there are many per- 
ſons who would viuith to mik fach a couteſſion; 


but for my Part, have already ſaid, that in tis re- 
ſpect { ſee only one thing that ought to give oc ain 


for a bluih, which is, the infamy of pail-{Gag riches 
either ill or Goubtiully acquired. 1 have neither 
the reproach oft extortion, confiſcation, or unwar— 
rantable profis to apprehend; all that I added to 
my firſt fortune arole merely from the King's 


bounty to me, ſo that I owe all to one God, and 


one maſter. 

What [ had been able to add to my fortune till 
the preſent year 1598, amounted to the following 
fums, an appointment of two thouſand livres a» 
year as countellor of Navarre, as much as coun» 
ſellor of ſtats, with a penſion of three thouland 
fix hundred livres, which the King annexed to this 
poſt. My ſalary as member of the council having 
been avgmented by degrees, and in proportion to 
the ſervices the King found he received from me, 
was, at this time, brought to twenty thouſand livres. 
The King doubled my company of gendarmes, 
which at firſt only conſiſted of fifty men, and after 
it was incorporated with that of the Quzcn of 


which. I was made Captain-licutenant, the pay a- 
mounted: 
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mounted to five thouſand livres. The King made 
me likewiſe honorary counſellor of the parliament 
of Paris, but without any income. It was at this 
time that Chauvelin the younger had the firſt diſ- 


penſation that had been granted from the rule of 


forty days, paying for it four thouſand crowns.. 
I thall make but one article of the government of 
Mante, which had been juſt then given me, and. 
that of Gergeau which 1 had afterwards. Such 
was the ſtate of my fortune at that time; the courſe 
of it, till then extremely ſlow, became very rapid 
the following years, by the great offices with which 
bis Majeſty honoured me, and by rewards fo conſi- 
derable, that when I colle& them together, they 
will make one of the moſt important articles, L 
ſhall take it into his leaſt preſents, and even thoſe 
which I received from other royal perſons. Before 
I enter into the diſcuſſion of affairs, and account of 
the finances which I have promiſed, ſince I have 
begun to inform the public of my perſonal charac» 
ter, I will finiſh the picture by giving a detail of my 
public employments, and my whole manner of li- 
ving, after I was in a public employment. This is. 
the proper place for it, although, in order to ſay 
all upon this head at one time, it is neceſſary L 
ſhould ſuppoſe myſelf poſſeſſed of all thoſe poits 
which were not given me till ſome time after. 

Six days in the week a council was held both 
morning and evening. The firſt and moſt impor- 
tant was called the council of ſtate and the finances, 
which ſingly took up the Tueſdays, Thurſdays, and 
Saturdays, fitting both in the morning and after- 
noon. The King was the head of it, and was ge- 
nerally preſent. The dukes and peers, the officers 


of the crown, the knights of the King's orders, 


or thoſe who had a warrant from his Majeſty, had 
a (eat, and a voice in the conſultations. Here were 
received and examined all kinds of petitions on any 
occaſion whatever, but eſpecially thoſe relating ta 
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the penſions of ſtare, which from this time began 
to be paid with a punctuality that made them be 
preferred to every other eſtabliſhment, and even to 
landed eſtates. The three other days of the week 
were likewiſe taken up morning and evening with 
different conncils, which were called con/eils des 
parties or privy councils, compoſed of a certain 
number of particulac counſellors, where examina- 
tions were held of things properly referred to cach 
of theſe councils, If there was any controverly, 
it was diſpatched to the courts of juitice, to whole 
cognifance it belonged; and care was taken that 
juſtice ſhould be done honeſtly and ſpeedily. I was 
a member of each of theſe councils, and common. 
ly preſided in them when the King was not preſent, 
which often happened, eſpecially in the con/erls des 
parties, or privy councils, I never failed to be at 
the council of ſtate, the whole buſinels of which 
lay upon me. All the letters and petitions that 
were to be preſented there were addreſſed to me; 
and as the queſtions that require general delibera— 
tions are not very common, it often happened, that 
in communicating the affair, I delivered likewiſe 
the reſolutions to be taken; and often carried thi- 
ther decrees ready drawn up, that every thing might 
be diſpatched at one fitting; and it happened but 
very leldom that alterations were made, | have al- 
ways laid it down as a rule, that the anſwers which 
are given for regulating the conduct of perſons em- 
ployed in great affairs, cannot be too expeditious, 
or too diſtiuct; all the time that is ſpent in debate, 
is loit time. 

It may be eaſily imagined how much time theſe 
employments required, I accuſtomed myliclt to rife 
at four o'clock ju the morning, both in winter and 
ſummer; and the two firſt hours were taken up in 
putting in as much order as poſiiole thole affurs 
that were to be each day brought upon the carp-t. 
A. minitter who acts otherwite, will leave all things 
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in confuſion and perpetual diſorder, by the diffe- 
rent perplexities he will find himſelf involved in at 
liſt. Ar half an hour after fix I was drefled, and 
ready to attend the council, which began at ſeven, 
and generally ended at nine; and according to the 
importance of the buſineſs that was tranſacted in 
it, at ten, and ſometimes eleven o'clock. It often 
happened that his Majeſty, inſtead of coming to 
the council, would ſend for me at nine or ten 
o'clock, when it was over, and either alone, or with 
his two other miniſters of ſtate *, Villeroi and Sil- 
lery, walk with us, acquaint us with his intentions, 
and give each of us orders relating to our particu- 
lar employments. From thence I went home to 
dinncr. 

My table generally confiſted of ten covers; and 
being ferved with a moderation that was not ap- 
proved of by the Lords of the court, eſpecially the 
Epicures, who make a ſerious affair of refining up- 
on every thing that is eat or drank, 1 ſeldom invi- 
ted any perſons to dine with me; fo that my table 
was uſually filled only with my wife and children, 
or at molt with ſome friend who was not more dif- 
ficult to be pleaſed than myſelf. Frequent attempts 
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Thus were thoſe called then, who fince have been intitled ſe- 
erctaries of ſtate; and ſuch as were named ſecretaries of ſtate, as 
M. Forget, M. Lomenie, M. Beablieu- Ruſe, and M. Potter, were 
properly no more than four ſecretaries of the fin: nces, of his Ma- 
jeſty's fir ſt clerks. I hough it appears that none of the three hath 
been called prime miniſter of ſtat», yet ſo rnequally was the di- 
bributian ot the fonctions of the miniſtry made between M. de 
Sully and his two colleagues, and Henry LV. gave the firſt ſo great 
a {itare, and ſo much authority in what belonged to their pro- 
vince, that we may ſay he was in effect prime miniſter, only 
that he had not the name. 1 his title was not at that ume much 
in uſe; tor the Chancellor du Prat, under Francis I. the Cons 
ſlable de Montmorency, under Henry II. c. did not bear it, 
though they ſulely pofieſſed the confidence of their maſters. M. 
de Villcroi was at the head of foreign affairs, havirg alſo the 
Prefident Jeannan for his colleague. M. de Sillery and Bellievre, 


who became chancellor ſome little time after, had the manage» 


ment of all domeſtic affairs. 
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. were made to alter my conduct in this reſpect ; but 
I always replied to any reproaches of that kind, in 
the words of an ancient, That if the gueſts were 
wile, there was ſufficient for them; if they were not, 
I could ſuffer the want of their company without 
trouble. | 

When dinner was over, I went into my great 
hall, where it was known that I regularly gave au- 
dience; and therefore at that hour was always full, 
Every one was admitted, and had free audience; 
the reply was no leſs ſpeedy. In this my particular 
taſte agreed perfectly with his Majeſty's intention. 
I began with the eccleſiaſtics of both religions, 
The country people, who remained laſt, were kept 
but a little time in expectation. I took care to dif- 
Patch every one's buſineſs before I retired ; and e- 
ven ſent for thoſe who, ſtaying in the court or 
garden, had ſuffered the hour to ſlip. It the affair 
that was propoſed to me was equitable, and de- 
pended upon me, I promiſed in two words the ex- 
ecution of it; if otherwiſe, I civilly chid the pro- 
poſer, and honeſtly forbore to meddle with it. If 
it appeared doubttul, or complicated, I called an. 
intendant, or one of my ſecretaries, to whom! 
gave the papers that led to an explanation ot it, 
And ſuch was my management, that the affair was 
totally diſpatched within a week, it I had promiſed it; 
and let the buſineſs be ever ſo much perplexed, the 
council before whom it was laid always ditpatched 
it within the month. 

As to the other counſels, which were held on 
Mondays, Wedneſdays, and Fridays, I aſſiſted at 
them likewiſe as long as I could, before the increaſe 
of my employ ments had likewiſe increaſed my bu- 
ſineſs, and even afterwards. But when the direc- 
tion of the marine, artillery, fortifications, build- 
ings, bridges, and cauſeys, were entruſted to me 
only, to which muſt be added the affairs of my go- 
vernments, I was obliged to apply to this bulinels 
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in the place of the other; and to devote the morn» 
ings ok theſe three days to the diſpatch of buſineſs 
relating to theſe offices; becaule his Majeſty 
thought them of conſequence enough, eſpecially 
that of furveyor-general of the high-ways, and ſu- 
crintendant of the fortifications and works, to be 
preſent at the clearing the accounts of each of theſe 
bodies of people, which was done in the preſence of 
the governors and other officers who were called 
together in a body on theſe occaſions. Notwith- 
ſtanding this, I did not neglect the other councils, 
but took care to be preſent when any important 
affair was debated, eſpecially when it related to war. 
regulated my time in ſuch a manner, that I had 
ſill leiſure enough for thoſe other affairs, and alſo 
for many.more which I have not yer mentioned, 
The extraordinary and unforeſeen butineſs in which 
I was engaged, the converſations I had with his 
Majeſty, the orders and letters I received from him, 
may be imagined by a general declaration, that this 
Prince not only informed me of whatever happened 
to him, but allo intruſted me with his moſt private 
affairs *, his ſecrets, deſigns, reflections, private 
diſtempers, pleaſures, domeſtic uneaſinefles, fears, 
hopes, amours, friendſhips, and diſguſts; in a word, 
all was confided to my fidelity and diſcretion, terms 
which I am juſtly entitled to uſe. In all theſe mo- 
ments, to comply with the King's defires and oc- 
caſions, there was an abſolute neceſſity to lay aſide 
the moſt preſſiag buſineſs, to invent ſchemes, to go 
upon private errands, anſwer letters, and under- 
take journeys; by all which the affairs of the ſtate 
would have been injured, if by giving the night as 


* © Never any miniſter had the confidence of his maſter more 
* entirely than this had; and never was any more worthy of it, 
on account of his fidelity, activity, continual application to 
buſineſs, and diſintereſtedneſs in every thing that related to 
g the King's ſervice,” Cc. Hiſt. de France de Cbalons, tom. 3. 
255. 
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well as the day to theſe accidental employments, 
which were not regulated by months, days, or 
hours, an extreme diligence in reſuming thoſe affairs 
that had been interrupted by them, had not reſto. 
red every thing to its proper ſtate, 

One is ſurpriſed, in giving this detail, how, with 
ſuch an exact economy of time, there ſhould re. 
main ſo little for affairs merely domeſtic. Ihe few 
moments I could ſpare for them, I was never able 
to find but in one of the afternoons of thoſe ſame 
three days; and theſe I ſnatched by intervals. It 
was neceſſary therefore that my wife ſhould accu. 
ſtom herſelf to do all that I was not abſolutely 
obliged to do; otherwiſe I muſt have relied upon 
people of buſineſs, or upon my domeſtics, | 

As to amuſements, and hours of caſe and re- 
freſhment, which were neceſſary to ſoften the fa. 
tigue of ſuch extreme application to buſineſs, they 
were regul:ted with as much exaCtneſs as my moſt 
ſerious affairs; but, like them, ſubject to trequent 
interruptions, When, by good fortune, this did 
not happen, I had no occation to go out of the 
arſenal to find them; for it was in this caſtle that I 
reſided from the time I was made grand maſter 
till the death of my King, which I reſigned to the 
tranquillity of a private liſe. The cxcrciſes of the 
arſenal, which was an excellent ſchool for young 
people, gave the greateſt relief to my mind, elpe— 
cially when 1 ſaw my children, my ſon-in-law, my 
relations and friends, mingled together. 'The good 
company which appeared in the afternoon at that 
little meeting, the exultations which were often 
heard, the air of gaicty without cffeminacy, and 
of pleaſure without negligence, which appeared 
there, is, of all things that I know, moſt proper 
to relieve a mind to which, by long habit of la- 


bour, all the amuſements of mere idleneſs have 


been made inſipid. In whatever manner I ſpent 
the afternoon, when the hour of ſupper a 
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I ordered all my doors to be ſhut, and no perſon to 
be ſuifered to enter, unleſs he came from the King. 
From this hour, till I retired to bed, which I al- 
ways did at ten o'clock, there was no longer any 
mention of bukinels, all was eaſe, mirth, and ſocial 
joy, with a {mall number of good and agreeable 
friends. | 

The office of prime Walter though at all times 
laborious, is not always loaded with the ſame diffi- 
culties; and the good fortune of thoſe is to be en- 
vied, who are called to it at a conjuncture when 
the whole ſtream of affairs having for many years 
run on in a calm and regular courſe, they have no- 
thing to do but fit quietly at the helm, content 
themſelves with a general iuſpection, and leave the 
reſt to be performed by that great number of per- 
ſons who act in ſubordination to them. This ad- 
vantage I never enjoyed, as may be perceived by 
what I have had occation to ſay of it at different 
times; and, not to touch yet. upon the affairs of 
the finances, which was at that time an ocean with- 
out bottom or ſhore, I deſire the reader juſt to caſt 
a look upon the different perplexities which muſt 
occur, even in managing the interior affairs of the 
kingdom, a cabal of diſaffected people to watch 
narrowly, and, if poſſible, to break; a religious 
diſpute to terminate; a powerful party to ſatisfy 3 
and a general ſubordination and ſcheme of govern» 
ment to eſtabliſh, and caule to be obſerved. Things 
were in ſuch a ſtate, that of all thoſe officers of war 
and police, of the finances, judicature, and the 
King's houſehold, of penſioners, and thoſe that re- 
ccived ſalaries from the ſtate, nothing more was 
known than that their number was infinite, and 
that there was a neceſſity for learning their names, 
and marking them all 1a a regitter, in order to ſup - 
preis part of chem. 

Che atfairs of war were in the utmoſt diſorder, 
and the regulation of them did not, as may polir- 
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bly be thought, conſiſt in diſbanding part of the 
troops. There was a necellity for taking cogni. 
ſance of all the towns and fortreſſes, moſt of 
which were fo near ruinous, that upon this ac. 
count, as well as to leſſen the number of garriſons 
that were ſupported in France, thoſe that were uſe. 
leis were to be demoliſhed. This could not, how. 
ever, be done till after the death of thoſe perſons 
from whom it would have been dangerous to take 
away the governments. of them, 
The marine alone might have furniſhed buſineſs 
enough for one miniſter, for a great number of 
Fears. For this part of the ſtate, which requires 
10 much application, does not make a very rapid 
progreſs, It muſt be the effect only of that quiet 
and ſplendor which a kingdom gains by peace and 
a good government “. It is not to be imagined to 
what a degree the marine, and the commerce that 
depended on it, had been neglected in France. I 
agreed with the King, that this eſtabliſhment ſhould 
be begun at the foundation. That the ſea-coaſts 
ſhould be viſited, and ports examined, iu order to 
take meaſures for repairing them. That the ſame 
ought to be done with thoſe few diſabled veſſols 
and galleys that were yet to be found, till new ones 
could be built. After which, officers ſhould be 
appointed, and failors and pilots ſought for, wha 
might be ſtimulated to induſtry by rewards. In a 
word, to ſpare a longer detail, that an abſolutely 
new marine ſhould be created. | 
All this could not be performed but by degrees, 
and a little at a time, The finances being that part 
of the body of the {tate which was molt diſcaled, 


* « A nation muſt be very powerful, ſays Cardinal Richelieu 
after M. de Sully, to pretend to this inheritance, (the poſſeſ- 
** ſion of the ſovereigaty at ſea), the titles to it being founded 
© more in force than in reaſon.” Teſtament politique, part 2+ 
chap. 9. § 5. 6. Cardinal D'Oflat, in feveral of his letters, ad- 
viles Henry IV. to put his marine on a uc tooting. , 
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required aſſiſtance firſt. The greatneſs of the evil 
my be imagined, by a liſt of the ſums which were 
drawn from the exchequer to bring over the heads 
and other principal members and cities of the league 
to the King's party. 'Fhis lift has ſomething cu- 
rious enough; it amounted to more than - thirty» 
two millions of livres, and is as follows . 

Vo the Duke of Lorrain,' and other perſons 
comprehended in his treaty, three million ſeven 
hundred fixtiy-&x thouland eight hundred and 
twenty-five livres. To the Duke of Maienne, and 
others comprehended in his treaty, together with 
two regiments of Swiſs, whom the King took upon 
himtelt to pay, three million five hundred and 
ciphty thouland livres. o the Duke of Guile, 
and others comprehended in his treaty, three hun- 
dred and eighty-cight thoutand livees. To the 
Duk: of Nemours and others, three hundred and 
{eventy-zight thouſand livres. To the Duke of 
Mercœur, for Blavet, and other towns of Britany, 
four million two hundred and ninety-five thouſand 
three hundred and fifty livres. To the Duke D'El- 
bœut, for Poitiers, &c. nine hundred and feventy 
thouſand eight hundred and twenty-four livres. 
To Methicurs de Villars, and the Chevalier D'Oiſe, 
for Rouen and Hrvre, comprehending likewile the 
iademnitications granted to the Duke of Montpen- 
fier, Marechal Biron, the Chancellor, &c. three 
million four hundred ſeventy- ſeven thouſand 
eight hundred livres. Po the Duke D'Epernon 
and others, four hundred and ninety-ſix thouſand 
livres. For the reduction of Marſeiiles, four hun? 
dred and fix thouſand livres. To the Duke of 
Briffac, for Paris, &c. one million fix hundred and 
ninety- five thouſand four hundred livres. To the 
Duke of Joyeuſe, for Tolouſe, &c. one million 


* Here the old memoirs have an error, in the calculation of 


about one hundred thouſand livres. Fin 
4 3 | four 
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four hundred and ſeventy thouſand livres. To 
Monſieur de la Chatre, for Orleans, Bourges, &c. 
eight hundred nincty-eight thouſand nine hun— 
dred livres. To Meflicurs de Villeroi and D' Alin. 
court, for Pontoiſe, &c. four hundred ſeventy-lix 
thouſand five hundred and ninety- four livres. To 
Monſieur de Bois Dauphin and others, fix hundred 
and ſeventy-eight thouſand eight hundred livres. 
To Monſieur de Balagny, for = &c. eight 
hundred and twenty eight thouſand nine hundred 
and thirty livres. To Meſſicurs de Vitry and de 
Medavy, three hundred and eighty thouſand livres. 
To the Sicurs Vidame d'Amiens, d'Etournelle, 
Marquis de 'Trenel, Seſſevalle, du Peche, Lamet, &c. 
and for the cities of Amiens, Abbeville, Peronne, 
Coucy, Pierrefont, c. one million two hundred 
11xty-one thouſand eight hundred and eighty livres. 
Jo the Sieurs de Bellan, Quionville, Jeoffreville, 
du Peche, c. and for Troyes-Nogent, Vitre, 
Chaumont, Rocroy, Chatea-Porcien, Cc. eight 
hundred thirty thouſand and forty-eight livres. 
To Mctheurs de Rochefort, and for Mezelay, Ma- 
con, Mailly, &c. tour hundred fifty-ſeven thouſand 
livres. To Meſſicurs de Canillac, d'Achion, Lig- 
nerac, Monfant, Fumel, &c. and for the city 
du Puy, Ge. five hundred forty-ſeven thouſand 
hvres. To Meſſicurs de Montpezat, and de Mon- 


teſpan, &c. and for ſeveral cities of Guienne, three 


hundred and ninety thouſand livres. For Lyons, 
Vienne, Valence, and other cities of Dauphiny, tix 
hundred and thirty-fix thouſand eight hundred 
livres. To the Sicurs Daradon, la Pardieu, Bour- 
canny, Saint-Offange, for Dinan, &c. one hundred 


and cighty thoutand livres. To the Sicurs de Le- 


viſion, Baudoin, and Beauvillers, one hundred and 
" faxty thoufand livres. 


I ſhould terrify my readers, were I to ſhew them 
that this ſum made up but a ſmall part of that 
which was demanded from the exchequer, both for 
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the French and foreigners, under the title of pay, 
penſions, loans, arrears, Gg. and that the total of all 
theſe ſums, after making ſom: deductions, amount» 
ed, by the computation I made, to near three hun- 
dred and thirty millions of livres. Tais calculation 
I] would lay down here, but that I think it will ap- 
pear more properly when I ſhail treat of the diſ- 
cuſſion of all theſe particulars, 

Here was a large field diſplayed for the labours 
of a ſuperintendant of the finances; but the diffi- 
culty was, where to begin. The exorbitancy of the 
ſtate-debts demanded an increaſe of the taxes; but 
the general poverty, a dimination of the old. And 
upon mature conſideration, I even found it for the 
intereſt of the Prince, that the cries of the public 
milery ſhould be heard. It is not poſſible to give a 
juſt idea of the dreadful condition to which the 
provinces were reduced, eſpecially thoſe of Dauphi- 
ny, Provence, and Languedoc, and Guienne; the 
theatres of long and bloody wars and outrages, by 
which they were wholly exhauſted. I granted over 
the whole kingdom, a remiſſion of the remainder of 
the ſubſidies of 1596, which were yet to pay “; a 
proceeding that neceſſity, as well as charity and 
juſtice, demanded. This gratuity, which gave the 
people time to breathe again, was the loſs of twenty 
millions to the King; but, it facilitated the payment 


of the ſubſidies of 1597, which had been otherwilt 
morally 1mpotlible. 


After this relief, I endeavoured to procure the 
country-people as many more favours as I was able, 
being ſtrongly perſuaded, that it could never be the 
ſum of thirty millions wich was levied every year, 
in a kingdom fo rich, and of ſuch extent as France, 


Together with the arrears of preceding years, for which pri- 
date perſons had given their bonds to the receivers of the taxes 
ſome of which bonds, accordiag to Le-Graine, liv, 3 being ſeven 
years backwards, were declared null and void, h 
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that could reduce it to its preſent miſerable condi- 
tion, and that the ſums made up of extortions aud 
falſe expences, mutt certainly infinitely exceed thoſe 
which were brought into his Myefty's cofers. I 
took the pen, and reſolved to make this immenſe 
ealculation. I ſaw, with a horror which gave new 
force to my zeal, that for theſe thirty millions that 
were given to his Miyjeſty, there were drawn from 
the purſes of the ſubjects, I almoſt bluſh to fay it, 
one hundred and fitty millions “. The thing ap- 
peared to me ſo incredible, that I could not bclieve 
It, till with grcat induſtry I convinced mylel it was 
true. After this, I was no longer ignorant from 
whence the calamity of the people procteded, at a 
time when, although commerce was interrupted, in- 
duſtry ſtopped or perſecuted, the farms neglected 
and without value, and every other kind of wealth 
diminithed in proportion, they had been obliged 
to furniſh a ſum ſo much beyond their abilities, 
which had been forced from them with the utmoſt 
miolences-*. 

I then applied my cares againſt the authors of | 
this oppreſſion, who were the governors and other 
officers of the army, as well as the civil magiſtrates, | 
and officers of the revenue; who all, even to the 
meaneſt, abuſed, in an enormous manner, . the au- 
thority their employments gave them over the peo- 
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This ſum, exorbitant as it is, will not however appear ex- 
aggerated, if we covſiuter, that heſides the ordinary expences of 
levying it, which were at that time exceſſive the people had ſtill 
a great number of other impoſitions and exacti n+ to bear. 
% For France would hecome too rich, ' ſays Cardinal Richelieu, 
T. pol. part 2. c. 9. $7. © and the people be in tov flouriflung 
* a condition, if the public money, which other ſtates expend 
„ with œconon y, were not ſquandered with prodigality here. 
* She loſes more in my o] inion, than thote kingdoms that pretend 0 
* to rival her lay out in their oidinary diſburſemeats,” Upon I 
this he relates a good ſaying of a Venetian amballador ; viz. that « 
.to render France happy, he wiſhed no other, than that ſhe knew 3 
as welt how td expend the money ſhe ſquandered without reaſon, 7 
as his republic did not to ſpend one lingle farthidyg without occa- « 
ſion and the greateſt good husbandry. 
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ple. And I cauſed a decree to be paſſed in coun- 


cil, by which they were prohibited, under great pe- 
nalties, to exact any thing from the people, upon 
any account whatſoever, without a warrant in form, 
beyond what they were bound to pay as their ſhare 
of the tallage, and other ſabfidies ſettled by the 
King; the treaſurers of France being enjoined to 
give information of all contrary practices, on pain 
of being anſwerable for them themſelves. 

This decree was a check to the greedineſs of all 
theſe petty extortioners, but raiſed a furious reſent- 
ment in them againſt me. And notwithſtanding 
there was fomething ſhameful in expreſſing it, yet 
many of them made loud complaints of me, as if 
I had ia reality ſtripped them of their lawful poſ- 
ſcſſions. The Duke d'Epernon was the firſt who 
explained himſelf on this head, and ventured to 
come to a quarrel with me about. it. The mortifi- 
cation he had ſuifered had not leſſened the fierce- 
neſs and inſolence of his temper. The Proveneals 
had often bleſſed the moment when he quitted their 
province. No people could be more miſerable 
than his vailals, and thoſe that were too near 
neighbours to his lands. Hs raiſed every year at 
their expence, a revenue of above ſixty thouſand 
CLOWNS, | 5 

'The members of the council, to whom this de- 
cree gave as much pain as to the Duke de Eper- 
non, informed him of the day when it was to be 
paſſed; and he flattered himſelf he ſhould be able 
to prevent it. Accordingly he came and took his 
fcat in the council“; and addrefling himſelf to 

me, 


* The quarrel mentioned here happened on Monday the 26th 


of OR. 1898, at the chancellor's, where the council was heid. The N 


Duke © d'Epernon having told M. de Rotny that he was not ob- 
** liged to wait upon him at his houſe, valuing his quality at a 

very high rate; the latter made anſwer, with an air of rodo- 
montade, that he was deſcen led from one of the oldeſt fami- 
lies in France. Yes, Sir, replied the Dake d'Epernon, if you 
will allow that there is ſome dilſetence betwirt you and mes 
Having 
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me, made a compariſon, with great arrogance 
and contempt, of the manner. in which he ſup- 
ported the honour of his name, with that in 
which I diſgraced mine, by the new trade I had 


| taken 
Having mentioned his ſword, and taken occaſion to raiſe the 
profeilion of arms abovea!l others, M. de Rofny returned, that 
he likewiſe had a ſword, and knew howtouſe it. To which 
the Duke d' Epernon replied, that he did not doubt that. The 
chancellor then interpoſing, pacified them, whereupon they be- 
gan to talk a little more coolly ; when M. de Roſny, reſuming 
the diſcourſe, ſaid to him, Sir, you have treated me as if ] were 
ſome petty tax-gatherer. No, replied the Duke d'Epernon, you 
will find that l am not come hither to give you any opprobrious 
language. IT am not a perſon to be uled to, ſays M. de Roſuy, 
interrupting him: ſuch treatment I would not bear trom any 
man alive. I did not intend any affront, ſays the Duke d'Eper» 
non. I am glad returns M de Roſny, affectiug to take his an- 
tagoniſt's laſt words as an apology, that you did not affront me. 
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were even that the caſe, I carry about me what will give ſatis- 
faction to perſons of my on rank, and to others according to 
their (tations. It was, probably, after theſc laſt words, which 
were very provoking, that both of them clapt their hands to the 
hilts of theit ſwords. The Chancellor and the other counſellors 
had often interpoſed, and at length parted them.” The 80g 5th 
vol. of MSS. de la Bibliot du Roi, from which I take theſe parti» 
culars almoſt word for word, relates them, with ſome other fimilar 
circumſtances, to ſhow the haſty and proud temper of the Duke de 
Sully: and at the ſametime the whole of this account is given us in 
fuch a manner as is not at all favourable to him. Le- Grain has 
alſo this fact in his eye in what I am going to quote, But though 
he agrees, that a miniſter ought, above all things, to have a great 
regard for moderation, yet he cannot forbear juſtifying M. de Sully: 
How was it pothble, ſays he, that he ſhould retrench fo many 
% penſions and ſalaries of officers who did no ſervice for them, 
« refuſe ſo great a number of perſons that preſſingly claimed and 
% demanded rewards, and have a watchful cye over the many 
* counſels that were given the grandees of the kingdom, which 
% counſcis he often turned to the King's advantage, and to 
«their great diflatisfaction, without being inveſted with a very 
extenhve authority, and ſhewing at the ſame time a _lotty 
tupercilious carri-ge? The King too would have it fo, to the 
end that all might be on an equal footiug, till he had dit: 
charged his duty towards his kingdom, and enriched it : tor 
which reaton fubjects ought not to murmur, And in as much 
as che King teſtified his approbaiiun of all M. de Sully's actions, 
when bis Majeſty declared to tome of the great ones thet waut- 
ed to quarrel with him, that he himſelf would be a ſecond ; we 
nate net at liberty to canvaſs tucl proceedings, nor injute his 
„ Majelly's 
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give no body any affront, replied the Duke d'Epernon ; and 
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taken up. To this impertinence I replied with- 
out any equivocation, by declaring to him, that 
every way I thought myſelf at leaſt his equal. 
This plainneſs threw D'Epernon into a rage, in- 
ſtead of that inſulting calmneſs he had affected at 
firſt; and he proceeded to menaces, which I heard 
with no more patience than the reſt. I anſwered 
him with great ſpirit: he replied in the ſame man- 
ner: and, without further explanation, each. of 
us laid his hand on his ſword. If the perſons 
who were preſent had not thrown themſelves be- 
tween us, and forced us to go out of the council 
at oppoſite doors, a very uncommon fcene would 
have been acted in the place where this debate hap» 
pened. Our quarrel being related to the King, 
who was then at Fontainebleau, his Majeſty was 
ſo well pleaſed with the zeal which on this occaſion 
I ſhewed for juſtice, that he wrote to me that ſame 
hour with his un hand, and praiſing my conduct, 
offered to be my ſecond againſt D'Epernon, . to 
whom he faid he would ipeak in ſuch a manner, as 
to prevent him tor the future from giving me any 
more inſults of that kind. D'Epernon perceiving 
the King was greatly offended with him for this 
proceeding, aſked my pardon in the preſence of his 
Majeſty, who. obliged us to embrace each other. 

Beiides thole revenues which the Princes of the 
blood, with the King's ſiſter at their head, and 
the officers of the crown, had contrived for them- 
ſelves, the people were further incommoded by the 
manner of their collecting the revenues. There 
was not one of theſe perions who was not a pen- 


** Majeſty's memory after his death, nor the Duke de Sully's ho- 
„ nour during his life, ſeeing he acted nothing but for the ſervice 
ot his maſter,— God grant,” adds this writer, after thewing the 
wiſdom and neceſſity of the King's conduct, and that of his mini- 
ſier, © that his treature nay be preferved with the ſame care that 
it has been acquired.” hv. 3. I thought this remark necef}at 

to be made, as in the ſequel of theſe memoirs I ſhall adduce a 
great many other examples, like the diſpute we have juſt now 
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ſioner of the King, under the title of their employ. 
ments, rewards, gratuities, or treaties made with 
his Majeſty on their returning to their obedience to 
him. And, by an effect of the licentiouſneſs of 
the paſt times, it was cuſtomary for theie officers, 
inſtead of addreſſing themſelves to the treaſurer of 
the exchequer for the payment of their penſions, to 
pay themſclves out of the produce of the farms up- 
on which they had aflignments; ſome upon the 
tallage, ſome on the exciſe on ſalt, others upon fo. 
reign commodities, the crown lands, five large 
farms, eſcheats, tolls of rivers, revenues of Bour. 
deaux, patents of Languedoc, Provence, &c. The 
King had no other means of paying more conſider— 
able debts which he had contracted with foreign 
Princes, namely, the King of England, the Count 
Palatine, the Duke of Wirtemberg, the Duke of 
Florence, the Suiſs Cantons, the republic of Ve- 
nice, and the city of Straſbourg. His Majeſty paid 
in the ſame manner thoſe penſions that policy re- 
quired he ſhould allow foreign Princes and com. 
munities; for France has always made herſelf a 
voluntary debtor to all Europe. From this it hap- 
pened, that all theſe different creditors ſet up new 
farms for their own profit, in the midſt of the 
King's. They had their commiſſaries and receivers 
among thoſe of his Majeſty, and who applied them- 
ſelves with equal induſtry .to pillage the people. 
Certainly there never was a more dangerous, and, 
at the ſame time, a more ſhameful abuſe, that eyery 
one, and particularly foreigners, ſhould be thus 
ſuffered to concern themſelves with the revenues of 
the ſtate: and monopoliſers of all nations multiply 
uſuries and extortions in the moſt audacious man- 
ner “, and, with - impunity, arrogate to themſelves 
part of the royal authority. 

| Nothing 


* This abuſe muſt have drawn after it ſome conſequences of fo 
ruinous a nature, that we cannot too much bleſs the memory of v4 
p who 
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Nothing ſeemed to me more neceſſary than to 
ſtrike ſuddenly at the root of this evil, by a ſecond 
declaration; in Which all the foreigners, and na- 
tives, Princes of the blood, and other officers, were 
prohibited, on pretence of any claim, title, or debt 
whatever, to levy money upon the farms, and o- 
ther revenues of the ſtate; and were enjoined to 
apply to the exchequer only for the payment of their 

enſions, arrears, Ge. 1 ſaw unmoved, the ſtorm 
which ſuch a declaration could not fail of raifing a- 
ainſt me. In effect, the decree was no ſooner pu- 
bliſhed, than every place refounded with clamours 
of the lords, and chief cax-gatherers; from whoſe 
complaints and exclamations, it ſhould ſeem that 
they had been reduced to beggary, when they were 
only brought back to the conditions of their origi- 
nal agreement, and had their payments transferred 
to different funds. The King, who had great ſenſi- 
bility in his temper, was moved at theſe com- 
plaints, and could not ſuppoſe them to be fo un- 
reaſonable as they were. He was apprehenſive that 
my zeal had probably carried me to commit ſome 
imprudence ; he therefore ſent for me, and as ſoon 
as I approached, © Ah! friend,” ſaid he to me, 
« what have you done?” 

It was not difficult for me to convince his Ma- 
Jeſty, that I had acted upon principles of juſtice 
and regularity, That it was not fit his finances 
ſhould have any longer ſo many maſters, nor ſo 
many different mortgages. That the farms would 
produce him an income twice as great, as ſoon as 
their value ſhould be raiſed by being in his hands 
and that this profit had not before accrued to the 
different proprietors, but to their agents and clerks. 
And laſtly, That whenever this was done, it was 


who had the courage to charge Himſelf with the public odium, 
enticely to extirpate it; inſtead of accuſing him of a haughty be- 
haviour and ſtern temper, without which it would have been im- 
poſhble for him to have accompliſhed it, 


n. X not 


* NN , 4 i 
— 
? 


2.42 MEMOIRS Book X. 


king away profits to which they had no right. The 
King comprebended the juſtneſs of this proceeding, 
but he was perplexed about the diſcontent he muſt 
neceſſarily give to Sir Thomas Edmonds, agent to 
the Queen of England; a certain German, factor 
to the Duke of Wirtemberg; Gondy, farmer to 
the Duke of Florence; and laſtly, the Conſtable, 
his godfather, the moſt diſtinguiſhed perſons in his 
court, and his own fiſter, _ 

I entreated his Majeſty to ſend for ſome of them, 
to whom I might ſpeak in his preſence. The Con- 
ſtable was but juſt gone out of his apartment: 
he was called back: Well, godfather,” ſaid the 
King to him, what complaint have you againſt 
« Roſny ??—* I complain,” ſays he,“ that he has 
% put me upon the level with the common people, 
« by taking from me a poor little aſſignment which 
« I had in Languedoc upon a tax, of which nothing 
« ever came to you.” I anſwered the Conſtable 
with great civility, that I ſhould be the firſt to ac- 
knowledge myſelf guilty, if it had been my delign 
that he ſhould loſe any thing. I aſked him what 
profit he made of this tax, knowing well that he 
was one of thoſe perſons from whom the-contrac- 
tors exacted the higheſt price for their ſervices. 
Monſieur de Montmorency anſwered my queſtion 
and I affured him, that he might depend on being 
paid the whole ſum, “ Tis well,” {aid he; © but who 
« will promiſe me that I ſhall be paid exactly as I 
« now am?” J will,” replied I, “ and will give 
« you his Majeſty for ſecurity, who ſhall never 
ce turn bankrupt I promiſe you, at leaſt if he ſuf- 
« fers me to manage his revenues as | propoſe to 
« do; and I will be counter. ſecurity to him, be- 
« cauſe I expect, that if I make him rich, he will 
« be ſo kind to me that I ſhall never break.” 

The Conſtable, who was a plain honeſt man, 
was pleaſed with my anſwer, and ſincerely * 
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ved my ſentiments. He even confeſſed to me, that 
he had let out the tacks in queſtion for only nine 
thoutand crowns a-year, out of which he was obli- 
ged to give two thouſand to the treaſurer, “ All 
« this 1 know,” replied I, ** and I am refolved to 
« give you che nine thouſand crowns entire; yet 
« the King ſhall have eighteen thouſand, and there 
« will ill remain four thouſand for me.” The 
Conſtable was amazed; he was not willing to owir 
he had been lo greatly impoſed upon; while the 
King, in the mean time, laughed heartily, How- 
ever, the next day I brought a perſon to his Maje- 
ſty, who, in his preſence, took this farm at fifty 
thouſand crowns, in the name of the ſtates of 
Languedoc. The King offered to aſſign ine, upon 
this ſum, the four thouſand crowas, which I had 
only propoſed in jeſt. I retuled it, and told his 
Majeſty, that the diſorder in the finances, which 
I was endeavouring to remedy, having moſtly pro» 
ceeded from the ealy temper of the decealed King, 
in appropriating his farms to the gratuities he be- 
ſtowed on thoſe about him, as well financers as 0+ 
thers, they would infallibly fall again into the ſame 
inconveniency, if it was not made a cuſtom for mea 
of buſineſs, who ſerved his Majeſty uſefully, to re- 
ceive their rewards only from his hands. The King 
agreed that I was in the right, and I loſt nothing by 
it; for having procured twelve thouſand crowns to 
be advanced upon this farm, he ſent Beringhen 
with a preſent of four thouſand to me. 

I ſatisſied all thoſe perſons who were in the ſame 
fituation as the Conſtable; and, indged, what could 
be more realonavlz, than chat his Majeſty ſhould 
himſelf receive lis own revenues ? As for all the 
reſt, whule intereſt made them deaf to arguments 
ſo convincing, I gave my. If no more trouble about 
them. By this article the revenues of the crown 
had an addition ot ſixty thouland crowns. 

This trouble was flizht, compared with that 
X 2 which 
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which I found in laying open the tricks of the farm- 
ers of the revenue, and their agents. Lhe moſt 
likely means I could devile to accompliſlu f it, was to 
procure ſuch a general and exact account of the fi- 


- Dances, as I have mentioned. But here lay the 


difficulty: I was not fatisficd with that which I 
drew up, as has been obſerved, in the year 1596, 
for 1597; nor even tor the year following, although 


it was much more exact than the others, becauſe 


] was under the neceſſity of regulating my calcula» 
tions according to the reports, and by the accounts 
of the intendents and treaſurers; from all whom, 
without exception, notwithſtanding the caution I 
uſed in chuſing them for this purpoſe, I had reaſon 


to expect artifice and fraud. I therefore went to 


work again this year. I collected all the commil. 
ſions of tallages ſent to the ſeveral diſtricts, and all 
the edicts by which money was raiſed throughout 
the kingdom. To theſe I joined the taxiffs or rates 
made in conſequence of theſe edicts, and the leaſes 
and under-teates granted by the council to the firſt 
and ſecond farmers. I compared all theſe pieces 
according to the knowledge which my tormer work 
had afforded me in this matter. And at laſt L 
thought, that I had come for once to the bottom 
of the buſineſs. There was ſome abuſes in the or- 
dinary commiſſions of the tallage; thefe, however, 
were the leaſt; there were much greater in the ex- 
traordinary commiſlions granted before-hand for 
the euſuing year; but the chief enormities appears 


ed to arite trom the under-lecales. The farmers 


that took them from the council, and the treaſu- 
rers of France, whom the farmers employed, col- 
lected twice as much as had been aligned them; 
and as theſe farmers-general granted under-leaſes 
of under-leaſes, the ſcries of uader-leales proceed- 
ing without end, produced a multiplication of 
charges, endleis nn and aſforded no other 
advantage than that of maintaining in a 
thale 
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* | thoſe who did nothing to deſerve it; firſt, the gen- 
} tlemen of the council, then the farmers, and the 
x reſt of the ſubordin ion, who kept the myſteries a 
# profound ſceret into which they had been once 
e initiated. I | | 
[ I was tranſported at this. diſcovery; and by the 
: authority of the King to whom I had told it, I 
g ſtopt the produce ot the tallages paid upon extra- 
* ordinary commiſſions, and, without having any 
k regard to them, lent word to the receivers, that 
8 they ſhould. account for it as for any other money, 

and thould, immediately remit it. I annulled for 
T ever the under-leales z: and ordered. that for the 
future every part of the revenue thould have only 
ö one farmer and one receiver. Great were the cla- 
mours on this occaſion; but the moſt. diſcreet a- 
| mongſt the farmers, knowing that theſe nwurmurs. 
only icrved to expole them to notice, and finding, 
: that by the ſuppreſilon of a great part of the con- 
; tractors, places were likely to become ſcarce, came 
in haſte to look for. me, and took. the ſame farms: 
F again upon their own account; with this-difference,, 
| that their profit came to the King, the value of the 
| tarms being doubled “. | 


In proportion as my work. was improved by my; 
experience, 1 brought my general. ſtate of the re- 
venues towards perfection. It then came into m 
mind, to go on no longer by the forms of accounts, 


3 


Though we are more and more oonvinced of the juſtice of 
this, to wit, that the King ihould take for his own advantage alli 
pollile ſhate in the profits of his farms and other revenues; het 
we tind, it ſeems, and that with ſome ground ot reaſon, that ſinee 
the Duke of Sully's time, there has not been made, in this reſpect, 
all that progreſs which he views, and the great care he took; had 
apparcatly given hopes to expect, We ſhall have occaſion to en- 
ter into this matter at ſouine greater leagth, when our aurhor comes 
to {peak of the farming of the tailage, and other tazes, which is 
the true cauſe of all the difficulties toat are to be met with in at» 
taining to the cad be propoſed, and which all the min. ters at- 
ter hum made the object of their endeavours. 
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ſuch as the receivers had drawn up themſelves, but 
to fend them ſome contrived by myſelf; ia which I 
endeavonred to have every thing, to the minuteſt 
particular, clear and diſtinct, When they were re. 
turned to my hands, I examined them over again 
with the utmoſt accuracy, noting the ſlighte ſt inad- 
vertency or omiſſion; ſo that there was ſoon no- 
thing at all left out, even in the leaſt and moſt ob. 
ſcure parts of the revenue, becauſe every thing was 
to be vouched by the writings which I ordered to 
be brought along with it, and which I compared 
with the utmoſt attention. Thus I blew vp all the 
mines of the receivers, which were very numerous, 
fuch as, pretended differences, bad money, draw- 
backs, immunities, privileges of office, payments of 
rent, charge of carriage, fees to judges, and coſts 
of auditing accounts; all theſe, and more, were 
very commodioufly uſed to the advantage of the 
commiffioners and clerks; becauſe no body had 
given himſelf the trouble to rate, according to their 
real value, all thoſe particulars which, being ſo ex- 
travagantly ſwelled, abſorbed a great part of the 
ſum received; and che people of the council, who 
ought to have examined them, knew the advantage 
of this jargon. - 

So little care was taken of the accounts of the re- 
ecivers, that a man often quitted his employment, 
charged with vaſt ſums of arrears, which a{terwards 
funk into oblivion. I put an end to this cuſtom. L 
obliged thoſe who came into office to inquire after 
their predeceſſors, and uſed the only method that 
could have avy effect upon them. As long as any 
grrears remained, they had no other fund tor their 
falarics and allowance. They then knew very well 
how ta hinder theſe little bankruptcies, inſtead of 
favouring them, as they had hitherto done. 

Several receivers, and particularly thoſe. of the 
chamber of accounts, upon whom aſſiguments are 
moſt frequently granted, had the ingenuity to 
coatrive ways of tiring out thoſe who brought the 

aſliguments, 
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alignments, by frequent delays, till they were con- 
tent to take part of the money granted them, and 
to give an acquittance for the whole. 1 ordered that 
no payment ſhould be deterredz and that no money 
ſhould be taken for prompt payment. This prohi- 
bition put an end to all the accounts of the reim- 
burſement of money payable by the precepts of the 
chamber, and to the multiplicity both of accounts 
and charges, by which the King's money was ſtolen 
to an incredible degree. From this time we had a 
clear inſight into the finances, and confulion was at 
an end, 

When the general ſtate of which T have been 
ſpeaking, with the regulations and different models 
were drawn up, I went to read them before the 
council, in the King's abſence. F eaſily perceived 
that my colleagues were offended at my diligence, 
and at my neglecting to defire their afſiitance in my 
work. However, they contented themſelves with 
anſwering me dryly, and in a jeſting manner, that 
my ſecretaries had an eaſy time of it with me, 
Theſe papers were indeed all written with my own 
hand“. Bur, as ſoon as I had left them, they ac- 
knowledged that my labour had been infinitely great 
and exact; and that it would be in vain for the tus 
ture to pretend to hide any thiag from me. Tw 
days after, when his Majeſty was preiecnt in the 
council, I read theſe papers again; upon which he 
aſced them their opinions of my accounts. Fhey 
allowed them to be very right, and ſaid, that, for a 
ſoldier, I was extremely expert in buſineſs I know 
not whether it was they who were the authors of a 


„ 


* The preſent Duke of Sully preſerves as a choice eutioſity, 2 
great part of theſe manuſcripts, with many other originals of M, 
de Roſny's, which he takes pleaſure to ſhew, to ſuch as vifit him 3 
be looks upon chem as one of the principal ornaments of the mu- 
ſeum which his taſte for the ſciences induces him to gugment dai- 
ty: and theſe are, in fact, ſo many glorious monuments of 
bu illuſtrious family. | 
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piece of- ſl inder that was current about that. 
time, namely, that F had employed “ Du- Luat 
to write a book, in which, under pretence ob 
giving a new view of the finances, I rail 
ed, without charity or reſerve, at his Majeſty's 
1 beſt ſervants. The King aſſured me, that all the 
at endeavours of my enemies ſhould never alter his 
wet friendthip for me. Ln effect, his Myjzſty, from that 
"1 moment, bchaved to me in ſuch. a manner, as 0 
make me look upon him rather as a friend than a 
maſter. He intereſted himſelf in all my concerns, 
ſhared in all my joys, and bore a part of every at- 
Hiction that befel me. 
I thould be doubly, ungrateful if I concealed the 
obligations I received from this Prince. With re- 
gard to the finances, they were not confined to- 
the ſupporting of all my proceedings with the 
utmoſt reſolution, (as it happened when the mayor 
and aldermen of Paris refuſed to communicate: 
their accounts to me, under pretence that they 
had no connection with the council of the finan- 
ees), nor in preventing all my deſires, or with the 
gentleſt goodneſs conſoling me under difficulties, 
as he generally did, by propoſing himſelf for an 
example. His knowledge and his advice, elpe- 


"1 clally in relation to the finances, had. often been 
1 of great ule to me; and .I candidly contels, that 
of without it I ſhould have in vain attempted an 


enterprite ſo difficult as a reformation. in them. 


There is mention made in vol. $948. des Manuſcrits de la- 
Bibliot, du Roi, of a book in which he gives many uſeful hints to 
the . embers of the council with regard to the finances ; this, no 
doubt, is the book which our author means here. Du- Luat is repre- 


" ſeuted to us in the remarks on chap' # de la Conteffion de Sau- 
5 Cy, as quick, ready, and agrecable flatterer, who iu a manner be- 
. witched the Duke de Sully his maſter, with a genealogy, in which 
* he derived his pedigree trom the houſe of Courtenay, Fournul du 
* reg ie de Henry III. printed in 1720, tom. 3. p. 477» 
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Moſt of my deſigns were hinted by him“; and I 
keep, with the greateſt care, whole memorials 
written, although. very long, with his own hand, 
upon ſubjects which equally employed us both. 
After this I ought to own, with the ſame fin» 
cerity, that moſt of thoſe praiſes which were given 
to the adminiſtration of affairs in the reign of 
Henry IV. ought with juſtice to revert to him. O- 
thers would have ferved him with equal abilities, 
and as much fidelity as me; for it never happens 
that good ſubjects abandon their king; it is the king 
who abandons good ſubj-:&s. The great difficulty 
will ever be, to meet with a prince, who in a mini- 
ſter capable of managing his affairs, ſeeks not for 
one who will comply with all his inclinations, and 
foothe all his paſſions ; who uaiting great wiſdom to 
great penetration, calls none to thoſe employments. 
but perſons whom he knows to have as much recti- 


tude as capacity; in a word, who being poſſeſſed of 


great abilities himſelf, has not the weakneſs to envy 
that advantage in another. This jealouſy of merit 
in a ſovereign, which ſuppoſes, however, that he is 
himſelf maſter of ſome degree of it, creates, in 
one ſenſe, more diſorders in a ſtate, than the ha- 
tred he is known to have of particular vices. ean do 
good, | 

When I quitted Britany, I left there regulations 
for the finances, differing according to the na- 
ture and privileges of that province z and after- 
wards {ent thither the Sieur de Maupeau, maſter 
of accounts, as well to enforce the.obfervation of 
them, and raiſe the value of the farms in that 
province, as to haſten the payment of the money 
tor which I had ſettled a fund. I likewiſe ſent, 
for the ſame purpoſe, Coefnard, auditor of ac- 


* M. de Percfixe, p. 225. likewiſe aſſures us, that Henry IV, 
had thoroughly ſtudied the ſubject of the Gaances, 


counts, 
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counts, to Poictou, and Bizouz to Champaigne, 
I appointed Champigny over the toll of the rivers, 
in the diſtrict of Orleans or Touraine. But for this 
time I have ſaid enough of the finances. 

[ will now proceed to incidents of another kind, 
which, by their lingularity rendered this year re. 
markable, It is yet a queſtion, of what nature 
that illuſion might be which was ſeen ſo often, and 
by ſo many perſons, in the foreſt of Fontaine- 
bleau: it was a ſpectre “, ſurrounded with a pack 
of hounds, whole cries were heard, and who were 
ſeen at a diſtance, but vaniſhed when any one ap- 

roached near to it. A whale was taken on the 
coaſt of Holland, eighty feet in length T. The 
Tiber overflowed in fuch a manner as to throw 
down a great number of houſes, and laid partof 
the city of Rome under water, A report was 
ſpread in Europe, that the Jews, through hatred 
of the Chriſtians, had offered the Grand Signior 
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* Perefixe mentions this apparition, and makes it ſpeak, with 
a hoarſe and frightful voice, Theſe words, M*attendez vn, or 
M*entendez tous, or Amendez vous. He alcribes theſe vihons to 
the deluſi ve arts of ſorcerers or evil ſpirits, id. part 3. Sec likes 
wiſe Journal Henry IV. and La-Chronologie Scptennaire, ana. 
1599, where it is fatd, that the King aad his court, who laughed 
at this apparition as a fable, ſaw it one day ditindtly among the 
buihes, in the thape of a tall black man; which to trightencd 


them, that the ſtrife was who could ſhew the lighteſt pair ot hcels. 


P. Matthieu aſſures us, tom. z. p. 268. that one day at Fon- 
tainebleau, the Duke of Sully, having heard the noiſe of it, 
came down, imagining it was the ſtamping of the Kivog's horſes, 
a' ter hi> retura from hunting, Bonpgars, epiſt. 184. ad Cimetar, 
eclis us, with an air of graviiy, that this was the ghoſt of au 
huatiaica that had been killed in the foreſt in the time of Fran- 
cis J. ves is ; 
+ See the deſcription of this monſtrous fiſh in the Chronologie 
Septennaire, p. 17. and the account of this overflowing ot the 
Tiber ia Cudin-l d'Olat's letters, p. 365. It was greater,” 
ſays he, ** than any recorde:! in hiſtory ; 10 that the whole plain 
% on which ſtande the city of Rome was under water a pike $ 
© height iu the ſtreets and houtes : and that not one among 4 
% hundred could go to hear mals on Chrittmas-day, This inun- 
dauon did iacſuhmable damage, c. 6 
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fve hundred thouſand ducats to deſtroy the holy ſe- 


pulchre at Jeruſalem... | 

But the moſt intereſting event, and with which 
this year was cloſed, was the death ef Philip II. 
King of Spain, after ſuffering, for the ſpace of 


| eight or nine months, ſuch agonizing ® torments, 


as a principle of piety only could have enabled him 
to ſupport with that patience he ſhewed for ſo long 
a time: however, this heroiſm of his was quite 


| loſt upon the vulgar, When they reflected, that 


through his avarice and ambition he had , almoſt 
drowned the new world with the blood of its mi- 


ſerable inhabitants, and on his own ſubjects ex- 
erciſed equal cruelties, excepting taking away their 


lives, they looked upon thoſe infectious ulcers, 
with which his whole body was covered, to be not 
ſo much a natural accident, as the effect of di- 
vine vengeance. He left a will behind him, 
which, in my opinion, 1s too curious a piece, to be 
paſſed over in filence; it is not certainly known 
whether he dictated it in his illneſs, and pave it 
with his own hand to his fon, or whether it was 
found after his death, with his other private pa- 
pers, in the box that he had put into the hands of 
Chriſtopher de Mora, his favourite : but this 
circumſtance, of ſmall importance in itſelt, is like- 
wiſe of no conſequence towards proving the au- 
thenticity of this piece, which is clear from many 
others. 'The copy that fell into my hands was 


For two and twenty days together there was,” ſays Pere fize, 
a flux of blood from all the veliels of his body; and a little 
before his death impoſthumes that broke in his breaſt, from 
which there continually iſſued fo great a ſwarm of vermin, that 
all the care of his attevdants could not deſtroy them.” J'id. 


M. de Thou, I. 120. adds to this a dyſentery, teneſmus, dropſy, 


Cc. and he gives as moving a deſcription of the deplorable con- 
dition of this Prince, as of his patience and religious ſentiments 
under it. Matthieu ſays, that he had no lef+ than ſeven fiſtulas 


on two fingers of his right hand; and he aſeribes this terrible diſ- 
Wealc to the debaucheries of his youth. He died on Sunday, Sep- 


ember 13, 
ſent 
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ſent me by the ſame perſon who ſent one to the 
King; this was Bongars, bis Majeſty's agent to the 
Proteſtants in Germany, who had it from the 
Landgrave of Heſſe, and that Prince from the ci. 
ties of Venice and 'Genoaz and it is in every re. 
ſpect ſo exactly conformable to thoſe which were 
{ent to different places, that it removes all doubt of 
its being forged by ſome of his Catholic Majcſty's 
enemies * 

In this piece Philip begins with a candid enume. 
ration of all the faults he had commitred, and 
places at their head his chimerical fcheme of uni- 
verſal monarchy, the abſurdity of which he ear. 
neſtly endeavours to make his ſucceſſor ſenſible of, 
by his example, and by that of Charles V. his 
father, whole inſtructions he adds to his own, 
although he confefles he had not profited by 
them. To this will he joins the memoirs which 
had been juſt left him by that Emperor F, to the end 
that Philip III. might always keep them together, 
The Emperor Charles V. being in the flower of his 
age, and of a healthy and vigorous conſtitution, 
maſter of Spam and Germany, covered with glory, 
and elated with ſucceſs, formed the deſign of 
ſubduing the infidels, and reuniting all the powers 

* Notwithſtanding what M. de Sully ſays here, the piece, 
awhich in his Memoirs is intitled, Teſtament du Roi OEſpagne, is 
neither the genuine Jatter-will of that Prince, nor even a faithful 
extrat of it; which may eaſily be diſcovered, by comparing it 


with the particular and circumſtantial one which M. de Thou 
gives us, I. 120. But it might happen that this writing, which 

was, likewiſe called Infiruttion du Rot d F/pagne a ſon fils, might 
really have been a ſecret, and have nothing more in common with 
the will and teſtament of this Prince than its being, as 15 evident, 
in the ſame ſpirit, and em conformity to the ſame maxims, with- 
out the precaution that 1s commonly uſed in writings de ſigned to 
be made public. As to the ſubſtance thereof, it is given us in the 
Cbronolog ie Septennaire, in the fame manner as in theſe memoirs, 
only in a different ſtile and order. 

+ M. de Thou finds nothing in the laſt will of Philip IT. com- 
parable to t“ e wiſdom ot the diſpoſitions, and the oY of cx 
preſhon, ſhe wn in that of Charles V. 
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of Europe, as well as all the religions, to his, 
After many years {peat in fruitleſs attempts, he 
quitted his crown, and with it all his chimerical 
projects. Philip his ſon, ſuffered himſelf to be ta- 
ken in the ſame ſnare, and ſucceeded ſtill worſe, 
which he was defirous his fucceſſor ſhould know. 
The difference of religions, laws, and manners 
among the Europeans; their almoſt equal knows 
ledge of the art of war; the great number of ſtrong 
chies with which Europe is filled, and which made 
as many long and painful ſieges neceſſary; the in- 
conſtancy of the ſeveral nations, who are always 
ready to obey the firſt comer, who offers to aſſiſt 
them in repelling a domination which it had taken 
immenſe labours to eſtabliſh; all theſe Philip re- 

reſented as unſurmountable obſtacles to fo great 
a deſign. 

He acknowledges that he had not been always of 
the ſame opinion: that the impetuolity of youth 
had prevented him from making thoſe prudent re- 
flections at firſt ; and that afterwards two great vic- 
tories, and the diviſions which tore the kingdom 
of France to pieces, contributed to continue his in- 
fatuation, and to make him reject with diſdain all 
the offers that had been made him for an advan- 
tageous peace, And, as he thought, he had rea- 
ſon to fear that his ſon would not make a better 
uſe of his underſtanding, it was' by a declaration 
of all that a ridiculous ambition had made him un- 
wiſely undertake, that he ſought to cure him. 

He therefore acknowledges as a fault his having 
endeavoured to get himſelf declared Emperor of all 
the new world; he accuſes himſelf of a deſign to 
invade Italy upon frivolous pretences; to conquer 
the kingdoms of Great Britain and Ireland, a pro- 
ject which in ſix years had coſt him twenty mil- 
lions in preparations only for a fleet with which he 
expected to overwhelm this power: this was the 
fleet called,“ The invincible armado,” which, how- 

Vol. II. i 4 ever, 
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ever, was reduced to nothing, at one ſtroke, in 


5 1588, as ſoon as it ſet out; to bring the Low 
5 Countries into ſubjection; to overthrow the French 
th monarchy, by taking advantage of the weakneſs of 


the laſt King, and prevailing upon his ſubjects, e- 
ſpecially the ecclefiaſtics, to revolt; and laſtly, to 
deprive his own uncle Ferdinand, and Maximilian, 
King of the Romans, his nephew *, of the empire, 
He obſerves, that theſe intrigues' coſt him above 
fix hundred millions of ducats, (about 260 millions 
Sterling) + ; a proof of which, he tells his ſon, he 
would find in the accounts which he left in his ca- 
binet, drawn up and written by himſelf, He 
blames himſelf leſs for his profuſion of money, 

than that of human blood, which he cauſed to be 
ſhed : and indeed the confeſſion he makes, that he 
had ſacrificed twenty millions of men to his luſt of 
dominion, and laid more countries waſte than all 
thoſe he poſſeſſcd in. Europe, is enough to raiſe 
horror in every mind not wholly diveſted of huma, 
ey. 

What has been the effect of all this? This is the 
reflection which he propoſes to his fon. Provi- 
dence, as if it had thought itſelf concerned to pre- 
vent ſuch wicked deſigns, from ſucceeding, cauſed 
him to loſe Germany, by the jealouſy and hatred 
of his own relations; England by the winds and 
ſtorms; Ireland, by the treachery of its inhabi- 
tants, whom its great diſtance ſecured from his re- 
ſentment; France, by the inſtability of the people, 


1 „ Philip II. was called, The devil of the South, Demos 
1 Mcridiauus ; hecavſe he troubled all Europe, in the ſouth of 
| „ which Spain lies,“ Notes ſur la Henriade. 

1 P. Matthieu ſays, that the Indies yielded to the King of 
Spain two hundred and fixty millions of gold in the ſpace of 
fixty-four years; and that he might have conquered all Turkey 
with that treaſure only which be ſpent in Flanders. Tom. 3» 
JI. 2. p. 266. 
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and their averſion to a foreign domination , and 
laſtly, by the great qualities of their king. So that 
the mighty preparation he had made, and the tor- 
rents of blood that had been ſhed, procured him 
no other advantage than the acquiſition of the little 
kiogdom of Portugal to his dominions. 

After this, Philip made a more particular appli- 
cation of theſe inſtructions to the perſon and ſitua- 
tion of the heir to his throne; and reduced to the 


following articles the politics from which no King 


of Spain ought ever to depart, and Philip III. leſs 
than any other, on account of his tender age: 
theſe articles were, firſt to maintain with France 
the peace which Philip II. himlelf hoped to have 
concluded before his death, and this as well in 
confideration of his own intereſt and quiet, as out 
of regard to his people : to Keep up a good corre- 
ſpondence with the Pope, and to ſtrengthen it by 
having always a great many cardinals in his inte- 
reſt; to be upon friendly terms with the Emperor 
and his family; nevertheleſs, not to ſuffer the pen- 
fions to paſs through his hands, which his intereſt 
required he ſhould continue to the electors, prin- 
ces, and prelates of Germany, in order to keep 
them always attached to him by thole largetles 
at the ſame time, to take care to foment diviſions 
among them, which would atford him the means 


＋ In the genuine latter-will of Philip II. is an article with re- 
gard to Henry IV. the'omiſhon of which in our Memoirs is ſuf- 
ficient to prove, that the piece to which this name is given is 
ſuppoſitious; and that is, That this Prince being troubled with 
ſtrong remorſe of rouſcience for the uſurpation of the kingdom of 
Navaire, recommends to his ton whit had been before recom- 
mended to himſelf by his t«ther, namely, to caule this point to he 
carefully examined by the moſt able lawyers, in order to reſtore the 
crown to its rightful owner, if it ſhould come out ſo, according 
to equity. Charles V. had ſaid as much to Philip II. and Fer- 
dinand and Iſabel to Charles v. lu this manner to refer the 
exccutiug of a diſpoſition known to be juſt, to a ſucceſipr who, 
ond might be aflured, would pay no regard to it, is what M. de 
Thou call an impudent tnifliug with the Dexty, 
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of turning to his advantage thoſe opportunities 
that time might produce for acquiring the empire: 
to be more vigilant on the fide of Germany, as there 
is a greater multiplicity of intereſts in the northern 
countries than in any other place. Poland, Den- 


mark, and Sweden, were powers from which he 


thought there was littie to he apprehended the 
brit, not only on account of its diſtance, but becauſe 
the policy of the Princes its ncighbours, as well as 
its own, being miſtaken, made the King of Poland 
rather the miniſter than the maſter of his ſubjects; 
the two others, by reaſon of their diſtance likewiſe, 
joined to their poverty and unſkilfulneſs in war, 
were as little to be feared. He took care not to ſay 
the {ame with regard to France, England, and Flan- 
ders, which he conſidered as powers very formidable 
to Spain, and againſt which he recommended it to 
his ſon, to be always upon his guard. 

With reſpe& to England “, his advice was, to 
peglect nothing to prevent the three crowns, which 
compriſe the Britannic iflzs, from being placed on 
the ſame head; an event which this able politician, 


from a ſpirit of prediction, mentioned as very nc: r; 


and, for that purpoſe, not to regret the money which 
was diſtributed in thoſe iſlands to make partiſans, 
and to continue filling them with ſpies, but of ano- 


ther ſort from thoſe that were then there, whole fi- 


delity Philip II. thought he had reaſon to {ufpect, 
To cultivate carefully thoſe diviſions which a diver- 
fity of religions might produce in that ſtate, as. 
well as in France: he conſidered thoſe which the 


league gave riſe to amongſt us as things now ſtale 
and uſeleſs, fince we had a King Henry's capacity: 
but to give occaſion for many other civil diſcords 


in each of theſe two ſtates, and eſpecially ſuch as 
might keep them in war againſt each other, or at 


* They alſo make him ſay at > the point of death, when ſpeak- 
ing of England, Pacem cum Anglo, bellum cum religuis: ** Peace 


* the Engliſh, and war with all the ref. of the world.” 1 3 
a 


OF SU LL X. 


1593, 


ies Jeaſt in diſtruſt and ſuſpicion, which might be done, 
re: MW by favouring the pretenfions of one upon the other, 
ere to which their mutual hatred naturally incited 
rn them. To conſider as the greateſt misfortune 
n- tnaginable, that ſtroke which ſhould join the 
he Dnited Provinces, and thoſe two powers already 
he united amongſt themſelves, in one common 1atereſt z 
aſs WE fince from thence muit naturally reſult a power 
as capable, ſays he, of ſubjecting fea and land. To 


nd find means to exclude all the Princes of Europe 
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ts: from the navigation of the two Indies, an attempt 
le, | which could meet with no obſtructions but from 
ir, |S thole three powers; and lets from France than the 
ay | two others, becauſe ſhe had no marine; a new mo- q 
in- ie for gaining poſſeſlion of the Low Countries, | 
le and yet more of England. . 0 ; 
to However, amidit all theſe counfels that Philip 


gave his ſucceſſor, he never adviſed him to enter 
to IF wmto any war, not even with the rebels in the Low 


1 

j 
ch Countries, but earneſtly diffuaded him from it. | 
on The conduct he recommended to be obſerved with i 
nz dhe Provinces was, to grant a general pardon there; =" 
rp; if to require nothing of the people but that they ſhould 5 
ch acknowledge the Spanith authority; to watch the = 
185 behaviour of the governors, miniſters, and officers, 6 
o- | that were maintained there; not to continue them 


fi- too long, nor to give them a too abſolute power, be- 


12 cauſe they would be the perſons whom they would 1 

er- have the moſt reaſons to fear, if ever they enter- 0 

as. rained a deſign of heading the party. | 

he It, however, Spain could not avoid engaging in | 
ile a war, Philip was not willing that his ſucceflor {| 
y: ſmhould be deprived of that knowledge which expe- j : 
ds ricace had given him in that reſpect. He appriled wy 
as him, that if he propoſed not to ſink under it, he j | 

at muſt not undertake a war but in ſuch favourable | 

: opportunities as might, from ume to time, preicut , | 

k WW themwſclves, ſuch as, changes in the government, i 

.ce „ "Sa l I 

civil diſlentions, faults or neceſſities of the ſove> | 

1 3 reigns, | 
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reigns, &c. This maxim of Philip, that a Prince 
ſhould make himſclf acquainted even with the moſt 
articular inclinations of the Princes his neighbours, 
is ſo true, and of ſuch vaſt importance, that no. 
change ſhould ever happen in the ſtates about him, 
but what he ſhould be prepared for, and in readi- 
neſs to take advantage of that inſtant. He conclu- 
ded this article by ſhewing the new King, that he is 
anſwerable for his actions at the tribunal of a God, 
who judges wars, and, unhappily, not by the ſame 
rules which warlike Princes lay down for them- 
ſelves. | | TER 
After theſe maxims, which regarded only the 
government abroad, Philip proceeded to thoſe 
which he thought neceſſary for the government at. 
home. He held it juſt, that a King of Spain, ha- 
ving nations under his command, between whoſe 
cuſtoms and manners there was as great a difference 


as diſtance in their realms, ſhould ſtudy to govern. 


each according to their reſpective character, and 
all with gentleneſs and moderation: that he 
mould be acquainted with the talents and diſpoſi- 
tions of his counſellors and ſecretaries, and chule 
them himſelf ; that he ſhould likewiſe expedite all 
his. diſpatches, and render himſelf expert in the 
uſe of cyphers, that he might not expoſe a ſecret 
ef conſequenee to be betrayed by a confident z that 
he ſhould be careful to ſeck for men of honour 
and ſufficient abilities to beſtow employments upon: 
that he ſhould avoid giving any perion any great 
eauſe of complaint, eſpecially thoſe of high quali- 
ty z, he obſerved, that the Prince his eldeſt fon * 
had ſuffered by it, and that he ſhould make a juſt 


diſtinction between the ancient and. the new nobility, 


in order to advance the laſt, as being generally. 


Don Carlos Prince of Spain; it.was by order of his father 
tllat he loſt his life; and it appears that his crime was rather 
gaining over the affections ot the grandces than treating them 


wich contempt. Fr üble 
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ſuſceptible of pure and diſintereſted ſentiments: 
that he ſhould leſſen the number of the perſons that 
were employed in the revenues, . adminiſtration of 
juſtice, and the officers of the houtehold ; and re- 
commended the fame conduct to be obſerved with 
regard to the eceleſiaſtics; to which he added, that 
they, as well as others, ought to contribute to the 
neceflities of the ſtate, not only becauſe they could 
better afford it, on account of their riches, but 
likewiſe becauſe it became neceſſary for them to do 
fo, if they would not forfeit the reſpect that was. 
due to their character, by luxury, floth, and im- 
piety, the ordinary fruits of great riches, and the 
indolence in which they lived; but that he ſhould. 
increaſe the number of merchants, huſbandmen,, 
artiſts, and. ſoldiers, by whoſe induſtry, labour, 
and frugality alone, a ſtate is ſupported againſt the 
ruin with which it is threatened by the difloluteneſs 
of the other ranks. All principles, which, like 
theſe, tend to maintain ſubordination and aeconomy 
in a ſtate, againſt corruption and diſorder, merit 
praiſe from whatever mouth they proceed. 

Philip. cloſed his will with the article relating to. 
domeſtic diſpolitions. He enjoined his ſucceſſor to 
fulfil the promiſes and other cauſes of the Iafanta. 
his ſiſter's marriage. He propoſed a match for the 
young King, in which he had already made {ome 
advances, and privately. regulated. all the articles, 
which he informed him he would find in the hands 
of Loo. He oblerved, that though no King ever 
loved his father's favourite, yet he would recom- 
mend Chriſtopher de Mora for his confident, who: 
had been. his own. Philip. III. choſe rather to 
prove the truth of the oblervation than comply: 
with the requeit, and gave Mora's place to the 
Marquis of Doria, He required, as an inſtance of 
reip::t du: to the memory of a father, that all 
thoie perlons to whom he had given employments 
thould be. continued in chem; but he expreſſed 

- himſelf 
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himſelf in fuch a manner with regard to this article, 
as ſhewed he rather wiſhed than hoped for a com. 
ronms with it, He recommended to his fon, the 

octors Ollius and Vergius, who had attended 
him in his illneſs. He mentioned Antonio“ Peres 
as a dangerous man, with whom it was neceflary 
he ſhould be reconciled 3 and afterwards not to 
permit him to ſtay cither * France, Flanders, and 
eſpecially Spain, but in the uſeleſs country of Italy. 
Philip concludes this piece with a ſhort maxim, To 
love God, to endeavour to be virtuous, and to 
profit by the precepts of a father. It muſt be con- 
tciled, chat in this piece there are likewiſe many 
more ſtrokes + of picty and refignation to the will 
ok God, who, he ſaid, had in mercy chaſtiſed him 
in this life rather than the other. 

The firſt of theſe articles which was executed 
by the King ot Spain, was that relating to his mar- 
riage with the Archduchelis of Gratz: he ſent im- 
mediatcly after the death of his father to demand 
her in marriage; and in the beginning of the year 
following the ſet out for Spain, accompanied by her 
brother, the Archduke Albert, with whom the 
landed upon the coaſt of Marſeilles, tor che benctit 


of that air. The Duke of Guile, who was go- 


vernor of the province, having notice of it, ſent 


to let the King know of her arrival, and received 


Antony Peres had been chief miniſter to Philip 1þ with whom 
he feli into diſgrace for rea ſons which have no manner of tcla-— 
tion to the ſubjeR ot theſe memoirs t he retired to Paris, where he 
died in 1611. He was a great politician, and a man of very con- 
fiderable parts: the following maxim was ove of his, which in- 
cludes a deal of meaning in three words, namely. KA Con/ego, 
Piolago; that is to fay, To gain over the court of Rome, com- 
poſe the council of proper perfons, and to be maſter at ſca. 

t © He ordered his coffin to be brought him, which was made of 
copper, and a death's head to be laid upon a buffet, with a 
* crown of gold by it:“ ſays La-Chronologie Septena.ire, where, 
ann. 1598, we may find, together with an account ot all that 
this Prince ſaid and did in his laſt illack, the hiſtory alſo of his 
public and private life, 
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orders to give this Princeſs a very honourable re- 
ception 3 his Majeſty deſtined fifty thouſand crowns 
to be expended for that purpoſe, and ordered them 
to be paid at Marſcilles. I was upon the point of 
ſending thither, to direct how this money was to be 
diſpoſed of, either La-Font, or another of my do- 
meſtics, who was only a footman of my wite's, a 
man of low ſtature, and a mean figure, but in whom 
F had diſcovered ſo much capacity, fidelity, and 

rudence, that I thought I ought to endeavour his 
eſtabliſhment: but there was no occaſion for it, a 
perſon I had upon the ſpot was ſufficient z, for the 
Archduchets, notwithſtanding the inſtances that 
were made her by the Duke of Guiſe and the city 
of Marſeilles, would not enter any of the great ci- 
ties, to avoid the ceremonial, but ordered tents to- 
be ſet up upon the ſhore, where ſhe reſted and heard 
maſs; the Archduke, indeed, was ſo devour as. to 
viſit the churches at Marſeilles, but went to them 
incognito, and without any train; and after 3 
the relics, rczurn ed without either eating or drink- 
ing. * ; 

This marriage united the two branches of the 
houſe of Auſtria by a double tie, the deceaſed King 
of Spain having already, on the 5th of May the 
preceding year, married the Infanta Iſabella his. 
daughter, to the Archduke Albert, who, for that 
purpoſe, had diveſted himſelf of the cardinals 
purple. This Princeſs had, in appearance, a very 
large portion, fince it was made up of no leſs than 
the ſeventeen provinces of the Low Countries, 
Franche Comte, and Charolois : but the addition- 
al clauſes that were inſerted, that this new ſove- 
reign ſhould be excluded from any commerce in 
the Indies, and not ſuffered to permit in his ſtates 
the exerciſe of any religion but the Roman Catho- 
lic, without which the donation was made void, re- 
duced it, in effect, to nothing, by the difficulty he 
would 
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would find in obliging the Flemiſh to accept of ſuch 


hard conditions. 


The Archduke, till he could go in perſon to 
Flanders, to remove all theſe obſtacles, ſent the 
high Admiral “ of Arragon thither, in the quality 


of his Lieutenant-general, who performed ſome 


actions on the frontiers of Germany; and after- 
wards his couſin, the Cardinal Andre, who iflued 
out many edicts, but without effect. The houſe 
of Auſtria began to think there was danger in de- 
lays; therefore the Archduke went himſelf into the 
Low Countries, taking with him his bride, on the 
fifth September this year; the remainder of which 
was ſpent in threatenings on his fide, which like. 
wiſe produced nothing; ſo that there was a neceſ. 
ſity for coming to open force; and this was the be- 
ginning that long and ny war between Spain 


and the Flemiſh, the progreſs and event of which 


I ſhall rake notice of each year, 

At the ſame time that the marriage of his Catho- 
lic Majeſty was celebrated in Spain that of the 
Princeſs Catharine with the Prince of Bar + was ce- 


lebrated at Paris. It was upon this eftabliſhment 
that the Princeſs at length fixed her deſtiny, hi- 


therto ſo uncertain. During the life of Queen Ca- 
tharine it was firſt propoted to marry her to the 


Duke of Alengon; but Henry III. would not con- 


ſent to it, on account of the hatred he bore to his 
brother. Afterwards, they talked of giving her 
to Henry III. himſelf; but this the Queen-mother 


oppoſed, through the averſion ſhe had io the fami- 
ly of Navarre. This Princeſs, in her turn refuſed 


* Conſult the Chronologie Septennaire, both as to theſe military 


* Expeditions, and as to all that is here ſaid of the marciage of the 


King and the lnfanta of Spain, for the years 1598, 1599. Mite 
thieu, ibid. p. 298. Cc. 

ft Henry Duke of Bar, who became Duke of Lorrain, after 
the death of his father Charles II. The King gave his ſiſter, 


at her marriage, three bundred thouſand crowns of gold tor 


bes portion, ſays the hiftorian Matthieu, ibid. p. a3 8. 
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the old Duke of Lorrain, becauſe he had children 
by a former marriage. The King of Spain de- 
manded her, on condition of a ſtrict union between 
the King of Navarre and him, which the firſt of 
theſe Princes would not hear of. The Princeſs was 
afterwards ſought by the Duke of Savoy; but in 
circumſtances wherein this marriage might prove 

rejudicial to the Proteſtant religion; and there- 
fore the Proteſtants themſelves threw difficulties ia 
the way. She would not have the Prince of Con- 
de on account of his poverty; and refuſed the King 
of Scotland, without giving any good reaſon for it. 
The Prince of Enhalt made likewiſe his advances. 
And in thoſe tranſports of anger with which ſhe 
was ſometimes animated againſt the King her bro. 
ther, ſhe reproached him, that he would have 
thrown her into the arms of three or four other 
foreign Princes, or, as ſhe called them, gentlemen, 
for the payment of their ſublidies, Laſtly, her in- 
clination for the Count of Soiſſons made her reject 
the Duke of Montpenſier, who was a ſuitable match 
for her. At length, the neceſſity of procuring an 
3 determined her to accept the Prince of 

ar. 

This deſigned marriage was no ſooner made pu- 
blic, than the eccleſiaſtics in general, and the French 
biſhops in particular, then aſſembled at Paris, found, 
in the difference of religion of the two parties, a 
reaſon for hindering its concluſion, which th 
did not ſuffer to eſcape them. The firſt meaſure 
they took was, to hinder, at Rome, with all their 
power, the diſpatching of the diſpenſation, with- 
out which, they imagined, it was not poſſible to 
proceed to the celebration of the marriage. In this 
reſpect, they could not truſt the care of their inte- 
reſts to one more faithful than D'Oſſat, who never- 
theleſs was ſent to this court to manage thoſe of the 
King. But this is not the firſt time, nor will it be 
the laſt, that this eccleſiaſtic has ſuffered from _ 
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and will again, the reproach of having not only 
exceeded, but betrayed his commiſſion. It I may 
give credit to the memorial from Rome which has 
been already mentioned, D*'Offat, in the name of 
the whole party of whom he was the inſtrument, ne- 
glected nothing to diſſuade the Pope from granting 
the diſpenſation, which he was particularly employ— 
ed by his Majeſty to ſolicit. Theſe perſons gave his 
Holineſs to underſtand, that if he continued firm 
in his refuſal to grant this favour, it would pro- 
dude two things equally to be deſired; one, that the 
Princeſs would turn Catholic; the other, that ſuch 
a change would be thought by the Proteſtants an ef- 
fect of the violence uſed to her by the King her bro. 
ther for that purpoſe; which would increaſe the diſ- 
truſt they already openly ſhewed of his Majeſty, make 
them conſider him as their enemy and declared per- 
ſecutor, and bring on, at length, that inteſtine war 
which, according to them, was ſo much to be de- 
fired, for the intereſts of the holy father and the 
true religion. 

The clergy did not ſtop here; they made re- 
monſtrances ſevere enough to merit the title of 
threats. His Majeſty had the complaiſance to li- 
ſten to them, and permitted a conference to be held, 
in which Dr Du-Val on one fide, and the miniſter 
Tilenus on the other, endeavouring to ſupport 
their cauſe, debated with much heat, and, in my 
opinion, to little purpoſe; though each boaſted 
afterwards, that he had vanquiſhed his adverſary. 
I ſpeak as one who was a witneſs of the diſpute, for 
I ſuffered myſelf to be drawn along with the crowd 
which ran thither, as to a very intereſting ſpectacle. 
I did not come in till toward the concluſion, when 
the two diſputants were beginning to fink under 
the fatigue. I know not for what reaſon they 
were deſirous of making me play the part of a 
judge upon this occaſion 3 probably becauſe they 
were intormed I had been employed by his Majeſty 
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to draw up the articles of marriage between the 
Princeſs Catharine and the Prince of Bar. They 
were beginning to repeat to me all the points of a 
diſpute, which had already taken up ſeveral hours; 
bur I earneſtly entreated them to ſpare me either 
this trouble or this honour, telling them, that if 
two ſuch learned men had not been able to recon» 
cile the canon and decrees of the Pope with the ho. 
ly ſcripture, or to prove that tuch a taſk was im- 
poſſible, it could not be expected, that ſuch an ig- 
norant perſon as | ſhould be equal to it; and this 
was really my opinion, | 
This conference not having produced all the ef. 
fects the clergy expected from ic *, and finding 
likewiſe that they ſucceeded no better at Rome, 
they declared, that nothing ſhould be capable of 
prevailing upon them to give their confent to this 
marriage. Little .regard would have been paid to 
this; but as there was a neceſſity for getting a bi- 
ſhop to perform this ceremony, and that all thoſe 
gentlemen held together, hence aroſe an obſtacle, 


upon which they founded their laſt hopes. 


In this perplexity the King was adviſed to have 
recourſe to the Archbiſhop of Rouen, from whom, 
being his natural brother, and obliged to him for 
the bithopric, more complaiſance was to be expect- 
ed; belides, his Majeſty, as well as all France, 
knew this prelate to be not very ſcrupulous (to ſay 
no more) in matters of religion. However, upon 
the fivſt propoſition made him by the King, the 
Archbiſhop, like a devout rebel, overwhelmed him 


With citations, as often ill as well choſen, from the 


holy fathers, the holy canons, and the holy ſcrip. 
tures, The King, aſtoniſhed, as may be well ima- 
gined, at tuch uncommon language from a man 


 * Perefixe ſays, that the King, not being able to accompliſh 
her converſion, though che made uſe of threatenings, ſaid one 


day to the Duke of Bat, © My good couſin, it is your buſigeſs 
to break her." 
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who generally talked of quite different matters, 
could hardly hinder himfclt from laughing in his 
face, aſking him, by what miracle it was that he 


had become ſo learned and conſcientious ? Suppo. 
fing, however, the Archbiſhop might be wrought 
upon 'by ſerious arguments to comply, he tried 
their efficacy; but finding him ſtill untractable, he 
grew angry, and reproached him with his ingrati. 
tude, Since you carry it fo high,“ added Hen. 
xy, reſuming his firſt air of pleaſantry, I will 
« fend you a great dcctor, your uſual confeſlor, 
« whois wonderfully ſkilſul in caſes of conſcience.” 
This great dector and director of conſciences was 
Roquelaure, an old companion of Monſieur de 
Rouen's, and an ectual tharer in his debauches, 
by whoſe intreaty he had obtained the archbiſhop— 
ric. The prelate underſtood perfectly well the 
meaning of this little threat, and the embarrafl- 
ment he appeared to be in, was a proof that he was 
under ſome apprehenſions of thoſe great advanta- 
ges which an accuſtomed familiarity would pive 
Roquelaure over him, without the addition of thoſe 
which he derived from that wit which all the court 
acknowledged to be free, ingenious, and fruitful in 
the moſt happy falliesz and the Archbiſhop him. 
{elf was not often guilty of carrying too far the re- 
ſpect due to the Epiſcopal character. 

The King having quitted Monſieur de Rouen, 
ſent for Roquelaure: Do you know, Roquelaure, 
faid he to him, © that your Archbiſhop takes up- 
« on him to play the prelate and doctor, and would 
quote the holy canons to me, which I believe he 
« underſtands as little of as vou or 1; how- 


©« ever, by his refuſal my ſiſter's marriage is ſtop- 
«ped: therefore pray go to him, and talk to him 
« as you uſed to do, and put him in mind of paſt 
er times. | 

« By the Lord, Sire,“ replied Roquelaure, * this 
ce js not well done of him: for it is high time, in 
| I ci my 
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« my opinion, that our ſiſter Kate ſhould taſte the 
« ſweets of marrizge. But pray, Sire, tell me 
« what reaſons this fine fellow of a biſhop gave 
« you for his refuſal? he ſeldom has much better 
© to give than mytelf. I will go to him, and teach | 
« him his duty.” 1M 

He did not tail to perform his promiſe. © What 
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js this I hear, Archbithop ?” ſaid he, as ſoon i 


as he entered his apartment : ** they tell me you have 
© been playing the coxcomb; by the Lord, I will 
« not ſuſter it; it derogates too much from 
« my honour, ſince every one ſays you are go- 
« verned by me. Know you not that at your en- 
« treaty I became your lecurity to the King, when 
« I prevailed upon him to give you the archbi- 
« ſhopric of Rouen; therefore I deſire you would 
not make me out a liar, by continuing thus ob- 
« ftinately to act like a fool: this might do be- 
tween you and I, who are often ſeen quarrelling 
at dice, but ſuch diſputes muſt not be thought 
on when our maſter's fervice, and his ablolute 
„ commands, are in queſtion.“ 
« Merciful God!“ replied Monſieur de Rouen, 
what is this you would have me to do, Roque- 
« laure? What! muſt I make myfelt ridiculous, 
and ſuffer the reproaches of all the other prelates, 
ee by an action which the whole world agrees is 
© unjuſtifiable, and which every one of the biſhops 
© to whom it has been propoſed by the King has 
«© refuſed ?? „ Hold a littte, pray,“ interrupted 
Roquelaure : “ there is a wide difference between 
© them and you; tor thote men have puzzled their 
© brains ſo much about Greek and Latin, that they 
* are become tools and you are the King's bro- 
* ther, and obliged to obey all his commands; 
without any helitation ; the King did not make 
you an Archbithop to preach to him, and quote 
© the canons, but to do whatever his ſervice re- 
& quired : it you continus this perverteneſs and. 
4 2. « gbſtinacy 
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« obftinacy, I will acquaint Jeanneton de Con- 
« dom, Bernard l'Eveillee, and Maſter Julian, with 
de the whole ſtory :: do you underſtand me? don't 
«© let me tell you this a ſecond time: know, that 
« nothing ought to be fo dear to you as the King's 
« favour, which, together with my ſolicitations 
« have done you more good than all the Greek 
« and Latin of the others: by the Lord, it is a 
„ fine thing to hear you talk of the canons, of 
% which you know as little as of high Dutch.“ 
Monſieur de Rouen endeavoured to perſuade him, 
that he ought. to quit that ludicrous ſtile, which 
was agreeable enough when he was in his youth 
and hinted ſomerhing concerning paradile to him, 
« Howl paradiſe!” interrupted Roquelaure : © are 
« you ſuch an aſs to talk of a place, where you 
« have never been, where you know not what is 
« doing, or whether you. ſhall be admitted when 
« you attempt to get in till another time!“ * Yes, 
« yes,” faid the Archbiſhop, I thall be admitted 
« there, do not doubt of it.” You talk finely,” 
ſaid his companion,” preſſing ſtill harder upon 
bim; + by the Lord, 1 believe paradiſe is as little 
« deſigned tor you as the Louvre for me: but let 
« us lay aſide a little your paradiſe, your canons, + 
« and your conſcience, and du you now reſolve to 
« marry the Princeſs to the Prince of Bar; for if 
« you fail, I ſhall take from you three or four 
« p:iu'try Latin words that you have always in your 
„ mouth; tarther the ſaid deponent knoweth not: 
« and then adieu to the cruils and mitre; and, what 
« js worſe, to your fine palace of Gaillon, and re- 
« venue of ten thouſand crowns,” | 
Many other things paſſed between theſe two men, 
which may be guctied at by this ſample. Roque. 
laure would not leave the, Archbiſhop till he had 
made him promiſe to marry the Princeſs; and ac: 
cordingly he was the perſon that performed the ce- 
| | remony. 
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remony *, U received from both parties very mag» 
nificenx preſents, in return for the pains I had taken; 
among others, a Spaniſh horſe of great value, which 
was given me by the Duke of Lorrain: I ſent him 
to his Mijetty, who ordered me to keep him. { 
This was not the only occaſion on which the clergy 
were againſt the Ting; they made a more reſolute; 
and likewile a more important oppoſition againſt the 
regiſtering the edict of Nantes, which always appears 
ed to them a difficult morlel to digeſt 3 as, they had 
for almoſt a year held an aflembly at Paris. on this 
account, they had had time to prejudice the parlia- 
ment, and other ſovercign courts, as well as the Dor» 
bonne, againſt this edict... All theſe bodies, as ſoon 
as it was publithed, rebelled, and occaſioned diſorders, 
that may be better imagined than defcribed. It was 
the ſubject of all diſcourſe; every one applied him- 
ſeit to criticiſe the piece, and to offer different ar- 
guments againtt it, all which were far from being 
jutt, as well as the reaſons the parliament gave for 
not regittering it: but that candour and ſincerity I 
have profeſſed to obſerve here in matters that near- 
elt concern me, oblige me to confels, that they were 
not abſolutely co blame. e e | 8000 
For example, the Proteſtants, by one of the ar- 
ticles of the edict, wers permitted to call and hold 
all torts ot atlemblies, convocations, &c, when 
and where they pleaſed, without aſking leave 
either ot his Miyjeity or the magiſtrates z and like-- 


* © The ceremony. was performed on Sunday morning, ſays: 
the Chronologie Sepiennaire, Fae King cane to fetch. the 
Lady Cathariae his ſiſter, when ſhe was dreſſed; and leading 
her by the hag intv his clofet, whither her ſaid future ſpaute: 
hid come before her, he ordered M. the Archhiihop of Rouen, 
to mary them, c and that it was his pleaſure it ſhould be fo. 
Pivs the Archoichog at ſirſt refuted; ailcdging, that the uſual lo- 
lemaity vught to have been obſerved therein. To which the: 
King very, learned!y made anſwer, That his prefence ſupplicd! 
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wiſe to admit in them all foreigners whatever, with- 
out acquainting any ſuperior tribunal : as alſo on 
their fade, to be pretont, without licence, at the aſ- 
femblies which were held amongit the foreigners, 
It is very plain, that a point as abſolutely contrary 
to all the laws of the kingdom, as prejudicial to 
the authority of the King “, the right of the 
magiſtracy, and the utility and quiet of the people, 
could not have been. obtained but by ſtratagem; 
and it was upon this point likewiſc that the enemies 
of the Proteſtants inſiſted chic fly, in the ſeveral re. 
monſtranccs they made to the King, each. alled,,ing 
thofe arguments in which they were molt intereſted, 
The Parliament remonſtrated, that this article com- 
pleted the ruin of their authority, which the clergy 
had already confined to ſuch narrow limits, as well 
as the King's, (for it was pretended, that theſe two 
authorities were ſo cloſely connected that they could 
not be ſeparated), that if appeals againſt the irpcgu- 
lar exertion of eccleſiaſtical authority, ſhould be 
taken away, they would have only the ſhadow of 
any power. The elergy and the Sorbonne com- 
- plained of the ſuperiority this conce ſſion would give 
the Proteſtant over the Catholic church. in Vraneg 
which had never been poſſe ſſed of fo large a power in 
is juritdiction 3; and this was, certainly true. Laitly, 


* This point,” ſays te Septennaire, the Marechal de Bouillon 
dad managed with tome perſons, who perhaps were not aware 
of the danger of it; but the Sicur Berihier, who was agent tor 
the clergy, and Biſhop of Ricux, diſputed it fo warmly, with 
the Marechal; in the preſence of the King, that after hearing 
* his,rcaſcns, and in :egard of the importance of the point it- 
4 ſelf, bis Majeſty ordered. it to be eriazrd,” Ann. 1599; p. 66. 
This account of. M. Cayet's agrees. with that.of F. Matthieu, tom. 
A. I. 2. p. 280. & ſeg, ſo that the article of the edict. of Nani. 
which was fo warmly conteſted, being apparently the cighty (c- 
cond is at preſent as diſadvantageous to the Calvinilts as it was 
formerly to chem; face it forbids them all cabah, negotiations, 
J telligences, aſſemblies, councils, leagues, aſſociations, either in 
©: out of the kingdom, aſſciiments, and railing of money, Cc. 
Without his Majelty's expreſs parmiſſlon. | 
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they enumerated all the bad conſequences which 


this abſolute independence of the French Hugues 1 
nots might produce, cither amongſt themſelves, or 1 
their aflociations with the enemies of France in nt 
Europe. : my 
The King had not yet examined the edict with 1 
care: all he knew of it was from à ſhght reading, in 8 
which he had, doubtleſs, glanced over this claule, or 1 2 
probably wholly omidted it. The turprite he diſ- i 
covered to thole who talked to him in that ſitrai 4 | 
ſhewed he had been deceived ;z and he — i 


them to conſider it attentively, and give them an 
anſwer. Whea they left him, he immediately feat 
for me, and thewing me the edict, I concealed from 
him none of the ſentiments I have delivered here 


—. 


ee b 
r 
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I added, that by too great zeal to makc that article = 
advantageous tor the Proteſtants, I thought he was = 
doing them a miſchief, in that it would give large = 
{cope for all the ſlander that would be invented a- _ 
gainit the worthy men of the party, of their intris _ 
guing with foreigners. againſt the ſtate, or of tutter- _ 
ing themſelves to be ſuborned. Henry, ſtill more ' 5 
confirmed in his opinion, ſent me back wich orders _ 
to prepare mylclt to ſupport all theſe motives in the | | 1 
allcmbly of the Proteſtants, which he would have 2M 
to be called immediately; While he, in the mean i ; 
time, went to demand an explanation ot the edict ll. 
from thoſe who had drawa it up. 1 
Mcfli-urs de Schomberg, de Thou, Calignon, and wn 
Jeannin, (tor the King ſent directly tor them all tour), 1 
were greatly diſconcerted by the re proaches the King Wl | 


made them ©! having abulcd his contidence. Schom- 


P + w OW ow. £— 40a en eds. Ae; OE nana - 
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berg and de Thou, in the name of them all, repiicd, - |M 
that they had been obliged to act in the manner they 1 


had done, by the threats of Meſſicurs de Bouillon | 

and de la Premouille, wha declared, in ue name of | 

the whole party, that if this article was denied to 1 

them, they would break all agreement, and even 1 

commence war againſt the Catholics ; which tcemed w | 
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to them of the utmoſt conſequence, the peace with 
Spain labouring at that time under great difficultics. 
The King contenting himſelf with this excuſe, or- 
dered' Berthier, ſyndee of the clergy, to report it to 
the aſſembly, and to add from him, that amongſt 
four perſons to whom he had committed the care of 
drawing up the editt, there being no Proteſtant but 
Calignon, he could not perſuade hintclt that the 
three others would have given the Proteſtant reli. 


gion ſuch an advantage over the Catholic. The 


aniwer made by the Bithops ſhewed plainly, that 
they had not the fame opinion of thoſe three: 
gentlemen that his Majeſty had: they were treated 
in tull atiembly- as falſe Catholics, Who in many 
articles agreed with the Proteſtants, and had no 
ſcruple about the reſt. Whilſt we condemn this 
fecond iniputation * as it deſerves to be, we itil 
allow, that with regard to the tirit, every thing 
made againſt the writers of the edict; and that 
their reply to his Majeſty did not fo cltcctually de- 
ſtroy the opinion that might be conceived ot it, as 
the ſilence * obſerved in his preſence gave it 
ſtrength 1. 6 

The Duke of Bouillon, however, had certainly 
thoſe tentiments they attributed to him. By en- 


# If a certain pivate converſation be true, which D'Aubigae 
makes the Preſident de Thou to hold with the Duke de la Le- 
mouille, when he was ſent by his M jeſty to the affen.bly oz the 
Calvinils, the ſuſpicions of the clergy would not be ill founded: 
© You have too much. judgment,” fays the Prefident to him, 
not io know very well. that conſidcring the point at which 
matters now itand, and the coucelhens we have already made 
you, the demands which you may make are not at thcir utmoſt 
„% height —M. de Schomberg is a Lutheran, and very far from 
being a good Calviniſt; as tor my own. part, you {hall know 
* the inmoſt thought, of a;y heart,” Tom, 3,1.5.c. 1. Butts 
very probable that I) Aubigue has related this converſation upon 
the credit of perfor not to be depended on, as allo ſome other 
Points of his hiſte&ty, which at! that time drew. an arret of pailia- 
ment upon that work. 

1 M. ce ully's. ſincerity. i in all this is ſo remarkable, that we 
Hanot, in my opinion, ſullcicutly admire it in a Proteſtant. 


deavouring, 


te 
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deavouring to come at the bottom of the affair, I 
learnt that he had in reality diſcovered an inſur- 
mountable obſtinacy; but was there no other 
means to make the others more reaſonable ? and 
then, what could he do by himſelf? If all the Pro- 
teſtants were like the Duke de Bouillon, what 
could the writers of the edit mean by this blind 


compliance with their inclinations; was the King 


and the realm to be betrayed for neceſſity? as no- 
thing could be thought worſe than that by honeſt 
and ſkilful negotiators, they can hardly be charged 
with ſuch a notion, For my own part, I always 
thought Bouillon the ſole favourer of the project 
contained in that article, as he had been the author 
of it; he conſidered only himſelf, and diſregarded 
others. I will now (hew the ultimate deſign of all 
his politics. 

The Duke of Bouillon, in order to terminate in 
bis favour the diſpute for precedency between him 
and the dukes and peers of France, as well as the 
marechals that were more ancient than him, form- 
ed a deſign to get his fovereignty of Sedan + de- 
clared a fief ot the empire. But this prerogative 
was not to deprive him of all communication with 
the Proteſtant French lords, otherwiſe he would 
lole more than he gained. The medium he 
thought upon to reconcile his intereft with his 
ambition, was to have his church of Sedan com- 
prehended in the Proteſtant churches of France. 
This he did by means of the article in queſtion: 
mean time he would continue to make himſelf be 
treated as a foreign prince. 

Berthier came back to the King, to give him an 
account of the diſpoſition in which he found the 
prelates of the aſſembly, together with the reſult of 
their deliberations 3 which was to take from the 


: N 


* Conſult I hiſtoire du Due de Bouillon, which we have quo- 
ted ſeveral times alieady, |. g. 
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four perſons who drew up the edict all cognizance 
of the affairs of religion: and the diſputed article, 
and {ome others leſs eſſential, ſhould be mended ; 
which his Majeſty likewiſe promiſed. 
Nevertheleis, the aſſembly of the chief Pro- 
te ſtants then at Paris having been fummoned the 
day after that, ia which this agreement betwixt 
the King and the commiſſaries was made, I re- 
ceived, as uſual, a note inviting me to be there. 
had left off going to theſe aflemblies, ever ſince 
I perceived that my preſence laid a reſtraint upon 
three or four of the leading men in it, and was good 
for nothing but to produce alterca: ons. I deceived 
them, by preſenting myſelf at this. The Duke of 
Bouillorr eaſily comprehended the deſign which had 
brought me there thus contrary-to my uſual cu- 
ftom, and hinted as much with an ironical ſeverity 
which I an{wered, by excuſing myſelf on account of 
the multiplicity of affairs that took up my time, 
and by teigning not to know the occaſion on which 
the preſent aſſembly was held. I gave no attention 
to the ſullen air which the Duke de la FPremouille 
aſſumed, nor the expreſſion he let fall to intimate, 
that he was not perſuaded of the truth of what 
I ſaid; but went and ſeated myſelf near Meſſicurs 
de Mouy, de Clermont, and de Sainte-Mare-Du» 
Mont, who informed me of the bulineſs that was 
to be brought upon the carpet; aſſuring me that 
the article which had made ſo much noiſe, was dif- 
approved of by almoſt all the Proteſtants z and that 
none but Mefieurs de Bouillon, de la Tremouille, 
du Pleſſis, and fome others of the cabal, inſiſted 
on it, in order to bring on a civil war, They 
could not obtain their point, notwithſtanding the 
tumults they had occaſioned, and the clamours chey 
made in the atlembly. When it came to the vote, 
it was carried againſt them, the contrary opinion 
prevailed, 


- 
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: prevailed, and with reaſon : for the beſt arguments 
were on our ſide *. 


They likewiſe agreed upon ſome qualifications with 
« regard to two or three other articles, in which the 
x public good did not ſeem to be ſufficiently confider- 
e ed. The juſtice aud mildneſs of Henry's conduct 
t was acknowledged by every one. After the, affair 
8 was thus ſettled, he explained his motives to the 
1 greater number; and for the reſt, he thought only 
50 of hindering them from doing worſe, | 


He acted with the ſame prudence with reſpect to 
ſome ditaffected Catholics, who being unwilling to 
appear , openly themſelves, brought one Martha 


The edit of Nantes was at length verified on Thurſday the 
25th of February this ſame year, after many diffi-ulttes ſtarted by 
the clergy, the univerfity, and parhament. It was upon this oc» 
calion that Henry IV. told the biſhops; “ You have exhorted me 
concerning my duty; let me now exhort you concerning yours: 
let us excite a mutual emulation in each other, which of us ſhall 
„ perform their parts the beſt. My predeceſſors gave you good 

words; but J, with my prey jacket on, will ſhew you good 
deeds : though J am all grizzled without, yet 1 am all gold 
within: Iwill look into your papers, and auſwer them as fa- 
vourably as I can.” The tollowing was the return he made to 
the parliament, when they came to make him remonſtrances ; 
** You ſee me in my cloſet, where I come to ſpeak with you, not 
in my royal robes, nor with my ſword and other military ha- 


oc 
10 
ts 


10 


* who is to receive an ambailador, but clad like the father of his 


„ thoſe of the Calemiſt religion. What | have done is for the 
fake of peace, which I have concluded with the neighbovring 
powers around me, and would have the ſame obſerved within 
* my own dominions.” After he had told them the reaſons that 


* row declare againſt the Proteſtants ; but 1 will not carry it on, 


vill ſend them to it. I made the edit, and would have it 
* obſerved: my will ought to be a ſufficient reaſon; for in an o- 
bedient ſtate they never aſk their Prince any other. I am King, 


fournal de Henry IV, ibid. See alto in M. de Thou, and in le Sep- 
tennaire, anno 1599, the ſeveral modifications which were added 
tothe edit of Nantes, and all the conterences held on this occaſion, 


** biliments on, as my predeceſſors were wont, nor like a Prince 


** family, in his plain doublet, to ſpeak familiarly with his chil- 
den; what I have to ſay to you is, to intreat you will regiſter, 
„with the uſual ſolemnities, the edict which I have granted to 


induced him to make this edict, he added; “ Such as would hin - 
der my edict from paſling are for war, which I will to- mor- 


** 1 ipeak to you as ſuch, and 1 will be obeyed.” Peref ibid. and 


Broſſier, 
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Broſſier, a pretended demoniac, in play, who was 
become the objet of the people's curiofity, who 
are always ſtruck with the marvellous, whether 
true or falſe. It is indeed furprifing, that a matter 
ſo ridiculous in itſelf, and which was even below 
the conſideration of the mob, ſhould be talked on 
for a year and a half, and become an affair of ſtate : 
one half of the world ſuffer themſelves to be daz. 
zled by every thing that ſeems to be fupernatural, 
and others are kept in awe, not by the thing itſelf, 
but by the motives upon which it is founded, 
Martha Broſſier met with many protectors among 
the clergy, even as far as Rome, whither ſhe took 
care to be carried. The King, without any extra- 
ordinary notice, allowed “ both the time and means 
neceflary 
* We have a very curious account of all that relates to this 
pretended de monie in M de Thou, at the beginning ot book 
123- ann. 1899 an abſtract of which is as follows; one James | 
Broſher, a bake! at Romorantin in Sologne, taking a diſl ke to 
his own trade, turned conjurer, with a deſign to travel about the 
country with his three daughters, Martha, Silvini, and Mary: 
the eldeſt, who is the pcrſon ſpoken of here, bad 1ucceeded fo 
well, by the inſtructions which her tather had given her, to 
counter feit a demuniac, that ſhe impoſed upon every body at 
Orleans and Cleri, except Charles Miron, Biſhop of Angers, who 
found out the impoſture, by putting common water in the place 


| 
| 
\ 
of holy water, and holy in the place of common; by repeating a ( 
verfe trom itgil inſtcad of the beginning ot the cxorciſm, and 0 
' 
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touching her with a key inſtead ot his Epi ſcopal eroſier. This did 
not hinder her from coming to Paris, where ſhe pitched upon 
the church ot St Genevieve for the ſcene on which to ſhew herſelf 
to the peopie, who flicked thither in great numbers. She impo- 


ſed upou all the credulous ecclehtaſtics, and upon the capuchins, ( 
who began to exur-iſe her in good earneſt; and even upon ſome r 
phyſicians whom Henry *. had ſent to fee her: though all the 

reſt depoſed formally againſt her, eſpecially Michael Mareſcot, p 
one ot the phyſicians, who publicly convicted her of not under- R 
ſtanding Gieek or Latin, and having no greater capacity than 

what is common to her ſex; and, in ſhort, of being an impoſtor 1 
and arrant cheat. But notwithſtanding all this, the eecleſiaſlics x 
and preachers knew ſo well how to intereſt religion in this affair, , 
and the pretended demoniac played her part ſo well, that the ar- 5 
ret of pa lie ment, that cnjoined her, as alſo her father, to return 0 


home, how wile and reaſonable ſocver it was, occaſioned ſtrange 
murmurivgs, and almoſt a revolt in Paris: and this gave the | 
King a deal of uncaſinets, who Taw, that what enemies he had 1 
1 remaining 


upon 
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neceſſary to make itſelf known: after which the 
whole trick ended in the general contempt of ius 
authors and actreſs. ” | 

The death of a great many perſons of diſtinction 
afforded matter for other diſcourſe. The Chan- 
cellor de Chiverny, Schomberg, and D'lacarvilley 
all three members of the council of finances, dying 
within, a ſhort time of each other, occaſioned a 
great alteration of affairs: the ſeals were given to 
Bellievre z the office of comptroller-general, which 
D'Incarville had poſſeſſed, was, at my ſolicitation, 
granted to De Vienne; and that of ſuperintendant 
of the finances was reſtored in my favour. Henry 
having ſent for me to the garden of the Tuilleries, 
where he was walking, told me, that he was reſol- 
ved to entruſt the care of the finances to one man 
only; and aſſuming a very ſerious manner, made 
me promiſe to give freely my opinion of that man, 
whom he ſhould name to me. Having aſſured him 
that I would, he ſmiled, and, tapping my cheek, 
told me, that I] had reaſon to know him well, ſince 
it was myſelf, His Majeſty beſtowed upon me like- 
wiſe the poſt of ſurveyor of the highways, for 
which he fent me the patents, together with thoſe 
of ſuperintendant of the fortifications. And San- 
cy, reſigning himſelf up to his uſual whims “, ha- 
ving thought proper to retire from the council, 
and to give up the office of overſeer of the works, 
the King added thefe employments likewiſe to the 
other favours he loaded me with. The appoint- 
ments for the ſuperintendency were ſettled at the 


remaining of the old league, did appear again on this occaſion. 
Alexander de la Rochefoucavt, Lord of St Martin, and Count de 
Randan, even undertook to revive this affair, by cauſing Marth 
to be ſent to Avignon, and thence to Rome, where ſhe gained 
ſtill more partiſans. But unluckily for her, Cardinal D' Offat was 
there, who employed himſelf fo eſfectually in this affait, that at 
length Martha, and all her family, ſaw themſelves utterly aban- 
doned; and they lived and died deſpiſed, and quite miſerable, 
Conſult alſo the other hiſtorians. 

* Joſeph: Scaliger ſpeak+, as well as our author, of M. de Sans 


cy as a fanatic, aud a \cy ſubject to enthuſiaſtic reverics. 
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278 MEMOIRS Book X. 
rate of twenty thouſand livres; thoſe of ſurveyor 
of the highways, and of Paris in particulir, were 
ten thouſand livres. 

His Majeſty was ſo well pleaſed with this method 
of fixing the rate of ſalaries, that he was likewiſe 
defirous of regulating, in the ſame manner, the 
gratuities he propoſed to give me, as well, he faid, 
to prevent me from expecting a gratuity for every 
conſiderable ſervice I did him, as to ſpare himſclf 
the trouble of cauſing all the preſents he made me 
to be regiſtered, ſince, without that, I would not 
receive any more from him, however little their 
value was: he therefore declared to me, that all 
thoſe rewards and preſents ſhould, for the future, 
be compriſed in one ſettled gratuity, which 
ſnhould be paid me the beginning of every year, in 
the form of letters patent, regiſtered by the parlia- 
ment; and aſked me beforehand if I was ſatisfied 


with the ſum, which was ſixty thouſand livres: 


adding, that it was his defire that with this money 
I ſhonld purchaſe eſtates, which 1 ſhould be at li- 
berty to diſpoſe of, in favour of thoſe of my chil- 
dren who made themſelves moſt worthy of my af. 
fection, in order to keep them more firmly attach- 
ed to me. This goodneſs of the King's merited 
my moſt grateful acknowledgments. However, 
this regulation which I have mentioned here, was 
not made till the year 1600, and did not begin to 
take place till the year 1601. 

. Mademoiſelle de Bourbon “ died likewiſe this 
year; and Monſieur D'Eſpinac +, archbithop of 
Lyons, who may be ſaid to have taſted of all kinds 


* She was daughter to Henry I. the Prince of Conde, by his 
fiſt wiſe the Princeſs of Nevers, Marchioneſs, de L'Iſle, &. 

+ Peter D'Eſpinac: he had been a great partifan of the league: 
however, P. Matthieu aſſures, that he had done conſiderable 
ſervices to Henry IV. againſt Spain, tom. 2. I. 2. p. 308. where 
he gives an elogium of bis virtues. M. de Thou, on the contra- 
iy, repreſents him, in book go. as an inceſtuous and ſimoniacal 
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of fortunes; then Madam la Connetable ; and ak- 
ter her Madam de Beaufort: theſe two laſt deaths 
made a prodigious note every where, and were at- 
tended with a great ſimilarity of very uncommon 
circumſtances; both were ſcized with a violent di- 
ſtemper, chat laftted only three or four days; and 
both, though extremely beautitul, became horridly 
disfizured, which, together with ſome other ſymp» 
toms, that at any other time would have been 
thought natural, or only the etfeéts of poiſon, rai— 
ſed a report in the workl, that the deaths of theſe 
two young ladies, as well as their elevation, was the 
work of the devil, who made them pay for that 
ſhort felicity he had procured them. And this was 
certainly believed, not only amongſt the people pes 
nerally credulous to a high degree of folly, but the 
courtiers themſelves: ſo prevalent at that time was 
the infection of trading in the occult ſciences, and 
ſo great was the hatred and envy to theſe two ladies, 
on account of the high rank they enjoyed. 


This is what was related of the Conſtable's lady. 


and (as it is ſaid) by the ladies that were then at 
her houie : ſhe was converliag gayly with them 
in her cloſet, when one of her women entered in 
great terror, and told her that a certain perſon who 
called himſelf a gentleman, and had indeed a good 
preſence, ſaving that he was quite black, and of a 
gigantic ſtature, had juſt entered her anti-chamber, 
and deſired to ſpeak to her about affairs of great 
conſequence, which he could not communicate to 
any but her. At every circumſtancce relating to 
this extraordinary com which the woman was 
ordered to defcribe minutely, the lady was ſeen to 
turn pale, and was o oxpretied with grief, that ſhe 
could ſcarce tell her woman to entreat the pentle- 
man, in her name, to deter” his viſit to another 
time; to which be rep.izd, in a tone that filled the 
meflonger with horror, that ince the lady would 
not come wilaply, he would take the trouble to 
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go and ſee k her in her cloſet, She, who was ſtill 


more afraid of a public than a private audience, 
reſolved at laſt to go to him, but with all the marks 
of a deep deſpair. 

The terrible meſſage perſormed, ſhe returned to 
ber company, bathed in tears, and halt dead with 
di: may; ſhe had only time to ſpeak a few words 
to take leave of them, particularly of three ladies 
who were her friends, and to aſſure them, that the 
wou d never ſee them more. hat inſtant ſhe was 
ſeized with exquilite pains, and died at the end of 
three days, inſpiring all who ſaw ber with horror 
at the frightful change of every feature in her 
face, Of this ſtory the wiſe thought as they ought 
to think. 

Madam de Beaufort was the weakeſt of her {cx 
with regard to divination; the made no fecret of 
her conſulting with aſtrologers, and always had a 
great many of them about her, who never quitted 
her; and what is moſt ſurprifing, although the al- 
ways, doubtleſs, paid them well, yet they never fore- 
told her any thing but what was diſagreeable: one 
faid, that ſhe ſhouid never be married but once; 
another, that ſhe thould die young; a third, that 
the ſhould take care of being with child; and a 
fourth, that the thould be betrayed by one of 
her. friends. Hence proceeded that melanchol 
which oppreſſed her, and which the could never at- 
terwards get rid of. Gracicnne, one of her wo- 
men, has ſince told me, that ſhe would retire from 
all company, to pats whole nights in grief, aud iu 


Weeping, on account of thele predictions, 


Being then far advanced in her pregnancy, many 
perſons will be at no loſs to gueſs the caule of that 
misfortune which attended her. She was already 
greatly indiſpoſed both in body and mind, 
when, at the latter end of Lent, the was detirovs 
of making one of the party with the King at Fon- 
tainebleau: the ſtaid there but a tew days, the 

King, 
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King, who was not willing to incur the cenſure of 
keeping this lady with him during the Eaſter holi- 
days, intreated her to leave him to ſpend them at 
Fontainebleau, and to return herſelf to Paris “. 
Madam de Beaufort received this order with tears : 
it was ſtill worſe when they came to part; Henry, 
on his ſide, more pallionately fond than ever of 
this lady, who had already brought him two ſons 
and a diughter, named E-nrietta, did himſelf equal 
violence. He conducted her halt-way to Paris ; 
and although they propotzd only an ablence of a 
few days, yet they dreailed the moment of parting, 
as if it had been for a much longer time. 'Thote 
who are inclined to give faith to prefages, will lay 
ſome ſtreſs upon this relation, The two lovers fe- 
veral times renewed their parting endear.nents, and 
in every thing they laid to each other at that mo- 
ment, ſome people have pretended to find proofs of 
thoſe preſages of an inevitable fate. 

Madam de Beaufort {poke to the King as if for 


the laſt time 4; the recommended to him her chil- 


dren, her houle of Monceaux, and her domeſtics ; 
the King liſtened to her, but inſtzad of comforting 
her, gave way to a ſympathiſing grief. Again, 
they took leave of cach other, and a fecret emo- 
tion again drew them to each others arms. Henry 
would not ſo eaſily have torn hiqmſelf from her, it 
the Mirechal d Ornano, Roquelaure, and Fronte- 
nac, had not taken him away by force. At leogth 
they prevailed upon him to return to Fontame— 
bleau; and the lait words he ſaid were, to recom- 
mend his miſtreſs to the conduct of Lx Varcnne, 


According to P. Matthieu, tom 2. l. 2, p. 316. ſhe came td 
Paris, in order to have the articles of the purchaſe vt Chate.us 
neut ia Perche, expedited. 

1 At Melun the lay the day before, whence the King conduRted 
her to the boat in which ſhe embarked to come down to the 
arſenal, 

g D' Aubigne ſpeaks in the ſame manner of this parting, tom. 
3. ; 5 e. 3+ | | f 
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with orders to provide every thing the wanted, and 
to conduct her. fafely to the houte of Zamet, to 
whom he had chofen to confide the care of a perlen 
fo dear to him. | 

I was at Paris when the Ducheſs of Beaufort ar- 
rived there; and intending to go with my wite a 
few days after to receive the communion at Rolny, 
whither I carried the Prince and Princeſs of Orange, 
to whom F was deſirous of ſhewing the new build. 
ings which the King's liberality had enabled me 


to raiſe there, I thou: ht I was under a necctlity of 


waiting upon this lady to take my leave of her. 
She no longer remembered any thing that had paſled. 
at Ot Germain, but gave me a molt obliging recep- 

tion: not Caring to explain herſelf learly upon 


that compliance with her projects to which the ſo 


arcently wiſhed to bring me, the contented. herielt 
with endeavouring to engage me in her interetts,. 
by mingling with thoſe civilities which the th-wed 

ut to few perſons, words that carried: a double. 
ſenſe, and hinted to me a boundleſs grandeur, if I 
would-relax a little of the ſeverity of my countets 
to the Ring with regard to her. I, who was as: 
little moved with the. chimeras that filled her head, 
as with thoſe ſhe thought to inſpire me with, pre- 
tended not to underſtand any part of a ditcourſe 
ſo iatelligible; and antwered ther in equivocal.terms,, 
with gencral, proteſtations of reſpect, attachment, 
and, devotion; which ſignify what one will. 

At my return home, I deſired my wife to pay 
the ſame compliment to the Ducheſs: ſhe was re- 
e&ived with equal tenderneſs: Madam. de Beaufort. 
intreating. her to love her; and to be with her as a 
friend; entered into. conſidences that. would have 
ſremed. the laſt inftance-of the moſt intimate friends 
Mp to thoſe who, like Madam de Roſay, were ig- 
norant that the Ducheſs, Who had no great ſhare: 
af underſtanding, was not very delicate. in the 
chaice af her conſidents: it was her higheſt plea- 
iure, 
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fare, to entertain any perſon the firſt ſaw with her 

ſchemes and expectations; and the more thoſe the 

converſed with were her interiors, - the lets reſtraint 

{h. laid on hericlt; for then the no longer guarded 

her expreſſious, and often aſſumed. the airs. of a 
ucen. | 

She had as little caution with reſpect to what 
really happened, as to what ſhe was in exp<ctinon 
would huppen; two much timplicity on fuch occa- 
fions gave riſe prob bly to thole reports which were 
ſpread in the world conceraing ſome irregularities 
in her conduct when the was very young. Thete 
cenlures, however, appeared to me to be the mere 
effect of the malice or her enemies; for it could not 
be imagined, that a woman would. carry her impru— 
dence and folly fo far, as to ſay both good and. 
ill of herſelf indifitrently; and I never thought 

[ had any reaſon to reproacts myſelf with having, 
for fix years, confined a woman named La-Roue, 
who was one ot her ſervants, and her huſband, in 
the biſtile, who; after the death of this lady, con- 
tinued to load her mæmory with the utmoſt infamy: 
for although all they ſaid had been true, yet the 
reſpect that was due to her family, and (till more 
to the tenderneſs the King had for her, and the 
children ſhe brought him, ought to have filenceÞ 
their flanders. 

Madam de Roſay could not help being ſurpriſed 
at the Duchels's diſcourſe; and. was ſtill more ſoy. 
when this lady making an. aukward aſſemblage of 
the civilities which are practiſed between equals,, 
and theſe airs of a queen, told her ſhe might come 
to her coucher and lever whenever the pleaſed; and 
many other ſpeeches of the fame kiad. My wife, 
as well as every one elſe, concluded there would be 
a great change in the Dachcis's fortune, and re- 
turned home full of. thefe reflections, which the: 
communicated-to-me.. I had not even diſcloſed to 


my wite what had palled bætween the King and me 
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upon this ſubject, as well as the ſcene at St Ger. 
main: I promiſed her to acquaint her with the 
true ſtate of things, provided the would not tel} 
5 Bit the Princeſs of Orange what Madam de Beaufort 
lit had ſaid to her; and we fct out together for 
11 Rof ny 

Ae T A o days after, which was the Saturd ay before 
1 Eaſter, as I was performing my pramite ro Madam 
de Roiny, and acquainting her with the Nucheis's 
deſign to get herielf declared Queen, all the prac. 
tices ot her relations and dependents for that pure 
pole, the ſtruggles the King had in his own mind, 
and the retolution he had at length taken to over. 
come himtelt, adding ſome reflections upon the 
calainitics which a contrary conduct would bring 
upon the kingdom, I heard the bell of the pit 
gate of the caſtle without the moat ring; and none 
ot my ſervants aniwering, as it was yet tcarcely day, 
the bell was rung with more violence, and a voice 
ſeveral times repeated, I come from the King. Im- 
mediately l wakcned a toorman, and while he went 
to open the gate, I flipped on a night-gown, and 
ran dowa ſtairs, greatly alarmed, at being ſent to 
to early in the morning. 

The courier ſaid, that * bad travelled all night 
to tell me that the King deſired I would come in- 
ſtantly to Fontaincblcau : his countenance had ſo 
deep a concern on it, that | atked him it the King 
was ill? “ No,” replied he, “but he is in the 
« utmoſt affliction: Madam the Ducheſs is dead.“ 

The news appeared to me ſo improvable, that ! 
made him repeat it leveral times; and when con. 
vinced that it was true, | felt my mind divided 
between my grief tor the condition to which ber 
death reduced the King, and my joy for the advan» 
tage all France would gain by it, which was increa- 
fea by my being fully perſuaded in my own mind, 
that the King, by this tranſitory lorrow, would pur- 
chaſe a releate from a thouſand anxieties, and much 
83 OW more 
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more anguiſh of heart than what he now actually 
ſuffered. I went up again to my wife's chamber 
full of theſe reſlectious, “ You will neither go to 
« the Duchels's ceucher nor lever,“ ſaid 1, “for 
« ſhe is dead,” I brought the courier up with me, 
that while 1 drefled, and he breakfaſted, he might 
inform us of all the circumſtances of this great 
event, which was till better related in the letter La- 
Varenne had written from Paris to the King, and 
which his Majeſty ſent me by the courier, toge- 
ther with a ſecond from La-Varenne, directed to 
myſelt. 

Zunet * had received his gueſt with all the aſt 
duity of a courtier who is lolicitous to pleaſe, and 
neglected nothing which he thought might contri» 
bute to make her paſs the time agrecably. On 
Maundy- Fhurtday Madam de Beaufort, after din- 
ner, where {he had caten of the greateſt delicacies, 
and all prepared to her taſte, had an inclination to 
hear the evening-lervice at, St Anthony's the leis: 
ſhe was there ſeized with fainting fits, which obliged 
ler ta be carried back immediately to Zamet's. As 
ſoon as ſhe arrived, ſhe went into the garden, and 
was immediately attacked with an apoplectic tit, 
which it was expected would have inſtantly ſtifled 
her. She recovered a little, through the aſſiſtance 
they gave her; and ſtrongly poſſeſſed with a notion 
that the was poiſoned t, commanded them to carry 

her 


285 


1 

* Sebaſtian Zamet, a rich private gentleman, was an Italian 
and à native of Lucca: but he got himfelf naturalized in 158m, 
together with his two brothers Horace and john Antony. tie 
de ſired the notary who drew up bis daughter's contract of mare 
riige to ſtylc him Lord of Seventeen hundred thouſand crowns. 
Hemiy Ie. had pitched on his houtt for his meals and parties of 
pleature : this prince beſides loved him, becauſe ke was a facetious 
and merry man, 

t D'Aubigne gives us to underſtand this, when he ſays, that 
after ſhe had refethed Ferfelt with Zamct, by eating a large ei- 
uon, or, according to Others, a failad, ** ſhe immediately ile 
«© tuck 
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her from that houſe to Madam de Sourdis her 
aunt, who lived in the cloiſter Saint Germain, 
Scarce had they time to put her in bed, when 
thick ſucceeding convulſions, fo dreadful as amazed 
all that were preſent, and in a word all the ſymp. 
toms of approaching death, lett Varenne, who had 
taken up the pen to write the King word of the 
accident that happened, nothing elſe to fay, but that 
the phyſicians all deſpaired of his miſtreſs's lite, by 
the nature of her diſtemper, which required the 
moſt violent remedies, and the circumſtance of ker 
being far gone with child, which made all applica. 


tions mortal “. Scarce had he ſent away the letter, 


when Madam de Beaufort drawing near her laſt 
moments, was ſeized with new convulſions, which 


turned her black, and disfigured ber fo horribly, 


that La-Varenne, not doubting but the King, upon 


the receipt of his letter, would ſet out immediately 
to fee his miſtreſs, thought it better to fend him 
word in a ſecond billet that ſhe was dead, than to 
expole him to a ſpectacle at once ſo dreadful and 
afflicting, as that of a woman whom he trnderiy lo- 
ved expiring in agitations, ftrupgles, and agonies, 
that left hardly any thing of human in her figure. 
La-Varenne, in the letter he ſent me by the ſame 
courier, informed me that the Ducheſs was not 
dead, but by what he could judge had not an hour 


“ ſuch an inflammation in her throat, and ſuch violent twitch» 
e ings in her ſtomach, that,“ Sc. But neither De Thou, Baſe 
ſompierre, Le Scptennaire, nor any other hiſtorian, imputes her 
diſorder to poiſon, le-Giein aſerihes it to the crude and cold 
Joice of the chron. Sausal ſays, that he knew fore old men 
who remembered to have ſeen the Ducheſs lie in ſtate in the nun- 
nery of Saint Germain. 

* + The phyſician La-Riverre came in great haſte upon chis 
ay D'Aubigne, © with others of the King's phy- 


4% ficians, and citing but three ſteps into her chan ber, win 
he ſaw the extraoruinary condition ſhe was in, Went away, 
64 


taying to his brother phyſiciaus, Ibis is the hand of Ged.“ 
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to live * in effect, ſhe expired a few moments af- 
ter, in a general ſubverſion of all the functions of 
nature capable of inſpiring horror and diſmay. 
The King, who upon the receipt of La-Varrenne's 
'Erſt letter, had not failed to mount his horſe im- 
mediately, received the ſecond when he was got half 
way to Paris, and liſtening to nothing but the ex- 
ceſs of his paſſion, was reſolved, notwithſtandin 

all that could be ſaid to him, to give himſelf the 
conſolation of ſeeing his miſtreſs F once more, dead 


as 
* Saturday morning, the convulſions had writhed her mouth to 


the back of her neck. Her body was opened, in which a dead 


ch id was found See concerning this death, M. de Thou, I. 122. 
Mien, ibid. Le-Grain, I. 7. Le Seplennarre, ann. 1599. Mem. de 
Boſſympierre, Ne Thou, Matthieu, and Baſlompieire, place her 
death a day ſooner, 

+ According to Baſſompierre, who ſpeaks of it as being an eye- 
witneſs, Henry did not believe that his miſtreſs was yet dead. He 
ſays, that La-Varenne having come to acquaint the Marechal D'Or- 
nino and him, who had accompanied the Ducheſs to Paris, that 
ſhe was juſt dead, they both took horſe in order to bring the me- 
Iuncholy news to the King, and keep him from coming to Paris. 
& We ſound,” ſays he, “ the King on the other fide of La- Sauſ- 
« ſaye, near Valejuif, coming on poſt horſes with all expedition, 
% As {oon as he ſaw the Matechal, he ſuſpected that he came to 
„ bring him the news, which as ſoon as he heard, he made great 
% Jamen'ation for her. At length they prevailed with him to go 
© into the abbey Li Sauſſaye, where they laid him upon a bed: 
« when at laſt a coach coming from Paris, they put him into it, in 
« order to return to Fontainebleau Mem. de B. mierte, tom. 
1. p. 69. & ſeq. Le- Grain adds, that he fainted away in his coach 
between the arms of the grand ecuyer or maſter of the horſe. 

Without attempting in any reſpect to juſlity the exceſſive fond- 
neſs Henry IV had for this woman, juſtice however obliges us to 
obſerve here, that this attachment was no leſs founded on the 
good qualitics of her heart and mind than the beauty of her per- 
ſon, and chat only the antipathy which is commonly borne to- 
wards ſuch as are in the ſame condition, makes people ſay all the 
il of her that we ſce related in theſe memoirs, and in the other 
hiſlorians. I will conclude this article with what D'Aubigne ſays, 
who is a writer that is naturally more inclined to blame than to 
commend. It is a wonder,” tays he, © how this woman, whoſe 
** great beauty had nothing of the looſe turn in it, could have 
lived rather like a queen than a miſtreſs for ſv many years, 
and that with ſo few enemies. The neceſſities of (tite were 
** the only cnhemics ſhe had to encounter.” He had faid bears: 

|; that 
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as he believed her to be. The ſame perſons that 
had carried him back the firſt time to Fontaine. 
bleau, prevailed upon him by their arguments and 
intreaties to go back once more, and it was from 
this place that he diſpatched the courier to me. 

I did not loſe a moment. I breakfaſted at Poiſſy, 
and dined at Paris. I made uſe of the Archbiſhop 
of Glaſgow's coach to carry me as far as Eſſonne, 
from whence I took poſt, and at night got to Fon» 
tainebleau. I went immediately to the King, who 
was walking in a gallery ſunk in an exceſs of grief, 
that made all company inſupportable: he told me, 
that although he expected the fight of me would 
at firſt increaſe his affliction, as in effect it did, yet 
he was ſenſible that in the condition to which the 
loſs he had ſuffered had reduced him, he had fo 
much need of conſolation, that he did not heſitate 
a moment to ſend for me to receive the aſſiſtance I 
only could give him. 

With a Prince equally ſenſible of what he owed 
to religious and political duties, I was not at a loſs 
for ſources from whence to derive arguments to 
calm his ſorrow. I recalled to his remembrance 
ſome of thole paſſages in the holy ſcriptures, where- 
in God, as a father and maſter, requires that confi- 
dence and perfect reſignation, the effect of which is, 
to inſpire a Chriſtian with a contempt for all ſub- 


that he uſed with great moderation her power over the King: 
and P. Matthieu adds, to the good qualities which he-remarks in 
this-lady, that of having often given very good council to Hen» 


ry IV tid. © ſhe would not ſuffer any other perſon near her,” 


ſays Le-Grain allo, I. 8.“ though the Sieur de Liancouit was a 
man of great merit, and of a very honourable family: inſo- 
«© much that this marriage was diſſolved before it was conſumma- 
« ted.” Some accounts of that time ſpeak of Nicholas d'Amers 
val, Sieur de Liancourt, as a perſon of a truly diſtinguiſhed birth, 
and of a very plentiful fortune; but whoſe mind, ſay they, was 
as badly formed as his body. Mademoiſelle d' Eſttees married 
him only to get rid of the tyrannical treatment ſhe received from 
her tather, and becauſe the King promiſed her that he would 
hinder the conſummation of the marriige, and even diſſolve it: 
which he actually did, 
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ſunary things; to which I added fach as might in- 
cite to the acknowledgments and adoration of Di- 
vine Providence, as well in deep misfortunes as un- 
expected ſucceſs, I made no ſcruple to repreſent 
to Henry, that the accident which now gave him 
all this affliction, was among the number of thoſe 
which he would one day look upon as the moſt 
fortunate. I endeavoured to place him in imagina- 
tion in that painful, and (if his miſtreſs had lived) 
unavoidable ſituation, when, on one ſide, ſtruggling 
with the force of a tender and violent paſſion, and, 
on the other, with the ſilent convictions of what 
honour and duty required of him, he would be 
under an abſolute neceſſity of coming to ſome re- 
ſolution, with regard to an engagement which he 
could not break without torture, or preferve with- 
out infamy. Heaven, I told him, came to his aſ- 
ſiſtance, by a ſtroke painful indeed, but which could 
only open the way to a marriage, upon which de- 
pended the tranquillity of France, the happineſs of 
his people, the fate of Europe, and his own good, 
to whom the bleſſing of a lawful union would al- 
ways appear too dearly purchaſed, by the deſertion 
of a woman, who, by a thouſand good qualities, 
was worthy of his affection. | 
I eafily perceived that this laſt argument, infor- 
ced in a manner advantageous to his miſtreſs, made 
an impreftion upon Henry's heart, by the ſoothing 
pleaſure it gave him to hear his choice had been ap- 
proved of. He confefled to me, that it was ſome 
relief to him, to find me placing his attachment for 
the Ducheſs of Beaufort among the number of 
thoſe that are formed by a real ſympatby of minds, 


289 


and not on mere Libertiniſm; and that he had been 
apprehenſive I would have no otherwiſe endea- 


voured to comfort him, than by rendering him a- 
ſhamed of his paſſion for her. This firſt conver- 
fation was very long. I do not remember every 
thing I faid to the King. All I know is, that, after 

Vo. II. B b having 


* "_ "* 


_ = 
rr at ⅛ De eo a A CR 
23 . =, „ 2 — * * b —— 1 2 * —— . E22 . 

* 1 5 m - A f = — - id 


for FF 
2 9 2 r 
e 


bh . 


290 MEMOIRS Book X. 


having firſt applied thoſe gentle ſoothings that af. 
fliction demands, the continuance of which 1 op- 
poled by arguments drawn from the neceſſity all 
princes and perſons in any public character are un- 
der, of preſerving, even in the molt reaſonable ſor. 
rows, that freedom of mind requiſite for affairs of 
ſtate ; Henry had not the weakneſs * of reſigning 
Himſelf up to grief through obſtinacy, or of ſeck- 
ing a cure in inſenſibility. He liſtened more to the 
dictates of his reaſon than his paſſion, and already 
appeared much lets afflicted to thoſe perſons who 
entered his chamber. At length every one being 
careful not to renew his grief, which his daily em. 
ployments gradually diminithed, he found himſelf 
in that ſtate in which all wiſe men ought to be who 
have had great ſubj &ts of affliction, that is, nei- 
ther condemning nor flattering the cauſe, nor af. 
fecting either to recal or baniſh the remembrance of it. 
Joyeuſe likewiſe employed the public attention, 
having from a ſoldier and a courtier + become a 
capuchin, and afterwards from a capuchin become 


* Henry IV. made all the covrt go into mourning for the death 
of the Ducheſs of Beaufort. He himſelf was dreſſed in black for 
the firſt eight days, and afterwards in violet. Mem, de Chiverny, 

f Henry de Joyeuſe, Count de Bouchage, and youngeſt bro- 
ther to the Duke de Joyeuſe, was ſlain at Coutras. “ One day 
ic at four in the morning, as he was paſling through the ſtreets of 
« Paris, near the convent of the capuchins, attcr he had ſpent 
« the night in a debauch, he imagined that he heard angels fing- 
« ing the matins in the convent : at which he being much affect- 
ed, he immediately turned capuchin, under the name of 
„ Frere-Ange. Afterwards he quitted the frock, and carried 
4 arms againſt Henry IV. at which time the Duke de Maienne 
«© made him governor of Languedoc, a duke, peer, and mare- 
& chal of France. At laſt he made his peace with the King: but 
© one day this Prince being with him on a balcony, under which 
« was a great number of people afſembled together, Couſin, ſays 
% Henry IV. to him, this multitude ſeem to me to be very con- 
« tented and eaſy at ſceing together an apoſtate and a renegado. 
% This ſaying of the King's made ſuch an impreſſion on joy euſe 
© that he entered again into his convent, where he died.“ The 
anecdote is taken fiom the notes on the Henriade. 


again 
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again a ſoldier and a courtier, he reſumed his in- 
clination for the frock, which it was pretended the 
Pope had only during the war granted him a dif- 
penſation for quitting z and this time he wore it 


till his death. The marriage of his daughter, the 


ſole heireſs of the family of Joyeuſe, with the Duke 
of Montpenſier, was the laſt action of his public 


life. Tue Marchionels de Baelliſle “, after his ex- 


ample, took the habit of a nun of the order of SE 
Barnard, commonly called Feuillantines. 


eee met de e-. pr wv 


OG a 


HE time ſettled by the reference made to the 

Pope, conceraing the marquilate of Saluces 
had elapted without any deciſion by his Holinels, 
becauſe the Duke of Savoy, who knew better than 
any other perſon that it could not be favourable for 
him, had, to + elude the ſentence, made uſe of all 
thoſe arts that were generally practiſed in this little 
court, whoſe policy it was, when its ſafety or ad- 
vantage was in queſtion, to employ cunning, treach- 
ery, tubmiſlion, and the appearance oft the ſtrong» 


* Antonietta d'Orleans de Longueville was the widow of 
Charles de Gondy, Marquis of Bellifle, and eldeſt fon of the 
Marechal de Retz. Mezerny informs us, that the reaſon of her 
retiring, was the mortificatian ihe had received by not being able: 
to reveaze the death of her husband; a foldier whom the had 
enployed for this purpoſe having beea taken and hanged ; for 
ſhe could not obtain his pardon of the King. The Marquis de 
Belliſle had been killed in 1556, at Mouut Sant Michael, by a 
gentleman of Bretagne called Kermartin. L'Etoile ſpeaks of her 
as a woman who was much admired by all the court on account 
of her beauty and underſtanding, and as an eminent example of 
devotion and penitence in her convent. 

$ This marquilate was a transterable ficf of Dauphine, to 
Which the houte of Savoy had no fight. 
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eſt attachments. The firſt thought that preſented 
itſelf to the Duke of Savoy's mind was to revoke a 
reference which had only been made to gain time, 
or with a hope that France would embroil itlelf 
with the holy ſee. But as this proceeding ſeemed 
too diſingenuous, he had recourſe to another arti» 
fice to make the Pope voluntarily reſign the arbi- 
tration. He appriſed his ambaſſador at Rome, that 


| he had certain intelligence from France and Italy, 


that Clement VIII. had ſuffered himſelf to be gain» 
ed by the King, on a private condition, that his 
moſt Chriſtian Majeſty ſhould engage to yield atter- 


wards to the Pope himſelf all his claims upon the 


marquiſate of Saluces. The ambailador, who was 
firſt impoſed upon by his maſter, explained himſelf 
in ſuch a mannor upon this colluſion, that his Ho- 
lineſs, who had only accepted of the arbitration for 
the advantage of both parties, reſigned it with in- 
dignation. 

The Duke of Savoy, who had not doubted but 
that the Pope would act in this manner, gave the 
King, however, to ünderſtand, that he would rely 
entirely upon him, without having recourſe to any 
foreign arbitration upon the ditpute. He thought, 
by picquing this Prince upon his honour, to obtain 
that which was the ſubject of their conteſt, which 
he took care to have repreſented to him, as a thing 
of ſuch ſmall value, that it could not merit the at- 
tention of ſo great a King. And it was with theſe 
inſtructions that the Sieurs de Jacob, de la Rochette, 
de Lullins, de Bretons, and de Roncas, the Duke 
of Savoy's agents, came to Paris. 

With views of this nature, the miniſter, and the 
confident of the Prince, is commonly the perion 
whom they begin to engage in their intereſt, or (to 
be plainer) whom they endeavour to corrupt; and 


if he ſhould not appear very virtuous, do not even 
conceal from him the deſign with which they come, 
and in their diſcourſe make no longer any uſe of 

that 
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that caution which is obſerved in a congreſs. Theſe 

gentlemen therefore told me, that their maſter did 

not pretend to hold the marquifate of Saluces of 

his Majeſty any otherwiſe than as a mere gift of 
his munificence; and at the ſame time infinuated 

to me plainly enough, that this preſent would pro- 

duce from the Duke of Swoy advantages for me 
proportionable to the importance of the requeſt, 
and my ſolicitude to cure its ſucceſs, I would 
not ſcem to underſtand rhef2 laſt words; and with 
vegard to the firit, I told the agents dryly, that ſince, 
as they well knew, no ons could beſtow upon ano- 
ther, what was not immediately in his own poſſeſſion, 
it was necellary the Duke of Savoy thould firſt be- 
gin by religning all claim to the marquilate of Sa- 
luccs; and that then his Majeſty, who I aflured. 
them had no leis greatneſs of mind than his High- 
neſs, would ute his power royally. And I very 
earncitly intreated them to addreſs themſelves direct- 
ly to the King: which they did, diſcouraged with 
the manner 1 ſpoke to them. Henry treated them 
with great civility, but appeared lo reſolute upon 


every thing that regarded that ſtate, that after ſeve- 


ral uſcleſs attempts, they laid aſide all thoughts of 
lucceeding this way. 

Finding all France, and the court itſelf, filled 
with malecontents and mutinous perſons, they ima- 
gined, that by puſhing them on to ſome violent re- 
tolution, they might give Henry ſufficient employ- 
ment within his kingdom, to make him loſe fight of 
all that paſſed without. The Duke of Savoy's 
prelence appeared to them abſolutely neceflary to 
engage more clotely thole lords who liſtened to 
their ſuggeſtions, and they wrote to him, that his 
intereſt required that he ſhould take a journey to 
Paris. This project was perfectly ſuited to the: 
Duke's character “: he contented to it, and order- 


It is ſaid, that this Prince, during his reſidence at the court of 


France, one day let fall the following words, Lam got. come in- 
„ do this kingdom to reap, but to ſow. 
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ed them to demand his Majeſty's leave for that pur- 


poſe; which the King would have denied, if he 


could have done it with any appearance of reaſon. 
But the Duke of Savoy bad deprived him of the 
leaſt pretence, by proteſting, that he undertook 
this journey, in order that he might himſelf 
treat with his Majeſty; or rather, that he came to 
ſubmit entirely to the King's will. This declaration 
he accompanied with ſo many complaints againſt 
Spain, that he ſeemed to he upon the point of co- 
ming to an open rupture with that crown; and that 
henceforward he would place all his hopes of ſecu-— 
rity on an union with France. He had a fhort time 
before refuſed an advantageous propoſal made him 
by the King of Spain, to lend his fon and his eldeſt 
daughter to the court of Madrid, to appear there as 
princes of the blood-royal of Spain. 

By this ſtep of the Duke of Savoy, the Pope was 


fully determined to concern himſelf no Further with 


the affair of Saluces: but nothing cauld make 
the King negle& two things, which from the very 
firſt appeared to him abſolutely neceſſary; namely, 
to give up no part of that ſatisfaction. which was 
due to him by the Duke, and to diſcover all his 
tranſactions, with the malecontents of his court. 

Among thefe the King always gave Marechal Bi— 
ron the firſt rank. His Majeſty knew, that during 
the ſtay this Marechal made in Guienne, he had 
ſolicited the nobility of that province to engage in 
his intereſts; and that at his own table, he had had 
ſuch converlation with them, as proved him to be 


an enemy to the royal authority. All this might 


have been attribured to the pride and infolence of 


his diſpofition 3 but what gave moft weight to this 


behaviour was, that his intrigues at the court of 
Savoy, although carried on with all poſſible caution, 
came at the ſame time to his Mijeſty's know- 
ledge. And the journey the King took this year 
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to Blois, had in reality no other motive than to diſ- 
concert the projects of Biron, and to retain the 
people in their duty; but in public, the King talk- 
ed of it as a party of pleaſure, to paſs the ſummer 
in that agreeable climate, and to eat, he ſaid, ſome 
of the excellent melons there. His removal from 
Paris likewite, in the ſtate things then were, was a 
matter of indifference, 

_I attended his Majeſty, whoſe ſtay at Blois pro- 
duced nothing of conſequence enough to be men- 
tioned ; he patled his time there in the employment 
I have already mentioned, and in endeavouring to 
procure the ſo earneſtly defired diſſolution of his 
marriage with Margaret of Valois.- As long as the 
Ducheſs of Beaufort lived, no one was ſolicitous to 
preſs Henry to a divorce, either becauſe they appre- 
hended that their endeavours would tura to the 
advantage of his miſtreſs, who was univerſally ha- 
ted, or that they did not care to expoſe themſelves to 
the rage of this woman; who was always to be feared, 
even though her deſigns ſhould not ſucceed ; but as 
ſoon as ſhe was dead, there was a general com- 
bination of the parliament, all the other bodies, and 
the people, to folicit him on this ſubject. The pro- 
curer-general came to his Majeſty, and intreated him 
to give his ſubjects this ſatisfaction, The King, 
though he was not determined upon his choice, 
promited, however, to yield to the deſires of his 
people. 

Il now reſumed my correſpondence with Queen 
Margaret with more ardour than before: 1 had 
taken no pains to remove the obſtacle which this 
Princeſs made, on Madam de Beaufort's account, to 
the conſent that was required of her; for 1 looked 
upon it as a reſource to which, probably, every 
one muſt have applied; and it was this only that 
could have reſtrained the court of Rome, if the 
King had ſuffered himſelf at laſt to be gained by 
his miſtreſs ; beſides, che compliance I obſerved 
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in Margaret aſſured me, that ſhe did not make it a 
pretence for an abſolute refulal. . I was confirmed 
in this opinion by the anſwer the wrote me from 
Uilon, to a letter I had juſt ſent her, in which I 
mentioned the ſacrifice that was expected from her, 
in very reſp: ctful, but in very clear terms, as ſuch pe- 
gotiations require, Margaret, on her fide, to ſhew 
that ſhe perfectly underſtood what was to be 


done, explaincd herlelf abſolutely upon the bill of 


divorce, annexing to it fuch reaſonable conditions 
as took away all difficulty for the future; the Only 
delred a decent penſion might be afli;ned her, and 
that her debts might be paid; appointing a man to 
conclude this aff.yr, either with the King, or with 
me, who, though firmly attached to her, could not 
be ſuſpected; this was Langlois, who had ſerved 
his Majeſty fo taithfully in che reduction of the 
city of Paris, and had been rewarded tor it with the 
poſt of maſter of the requeſts. It was not caſy to 
find a man who was more capable of buſineſs: he 


brought his Majeſty an anſwer from Margaret * 


for the King thought he likewiſe was under a necet- 
fity of writing to her, which he did with equal 
goodneſs and compiaiſance, but in terms far leſs 
explicit than J had done. With the letters Lang- 
lois brought a ſtate of this Princets's demands, 
which were immediately granted. To render the 
thing more firm, Lang}ois undertook to make her 
write to the Pope in terms that gave his Holineſs 
to underſtand, that ſhe was far from being con- 
ſtrained to this act; that ſhe had the ſame ſolici- 
tude for the concluſion of this affair, as all France 
had. D'Oſſat, provided with a writing of the ſame 
kind, found no more obſtacks: he was ſeconded 
by Sillery, who endeavoured to efface the icandal 


* Sce theſe two letters of Henry IV. to Margaret de Valois, 
and of Margarct's to Henry, in che new collection des letues du 
Henry le G. and, | 
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of his firſt commiſſion. The holy father uſed no 


more (clays in granting the favour that was de- 


manded ot him, than what decency and ceremony 
required; and did not ſuffer himſelf to be influen- 
ce by ſuggeſtions of envious pertons, a deteſtablẽ 
fort of men who are to be found in every place. He 
appointed the Biſhop of Modena, his nephew and 
nuncio, to put the finiſhing hand to this affair, 
which could only be done in France ; aflociating 
with him two commilſlioners of that nation, the 
Archbiſhop of “ Arles, and the Cardinal de Joy- 
euſe: the ccurſe they were to take was, to declare 
the parties free from all engagements, by the nul- 
lity of their marriage, 

While theſe atfairs was haſtening towards a con- 
cluſion, Henry returned to Fontainebleau; and 
giving great part of his time to diverfions, and the 
pleaſures of the table, heard Mademoiſelle D'En- 
tragues | often mentioned. The courtiers, eager 
to flatter his inclination for the fair, ſpoke fo ad- 
vantageoully of the beauty, wit, and iprightlinelis 
of this young lady, that the King had a deſire to lee 
her, and became immediately paſſionately enamour- 
ed of her. Who could have foreteen the uncalinels 
this new paſſion was to give him! but it was Hens 

* Theſe three commiſſaties having met in the palace of Hen- 
ry de Gundy, Biſhop. of Paris, after maturely examining the rea- 
ſons alledged on both fides, declared the marriage void, by rea- 
ſun of conſanguinity, different religion, ſpiritual affinity, com- 
pulſion, and for want of the confent of one of the paities:; for 
Henry IV. and Margaret de Valois were related in the third de- 
gree; the mother of Jane d'Albert, who alfo was called Marga- 
garet, being the fiſter of Francis I. See the hiſtory and pieces 
concerning this divorce in Matthieu, tom. 2. b. 23. De Thou, 
liv. 133. La Chronologie Septennaire, ann. 1599. 

+ Catharine Henrictta, daughter to Francis de Balzac, Lord 
of Entragues, Marcouſly, and de Maleſherbes, by Mary Tou- 
chet, miſtreſs to Charles IX. whom he married for his ſecond 
wife. The writings of thoſe times repreſent her as not fo heau- 
tiful, though younger, than the fair Gabrielle, and ſtill more 
gay, ambitious, and enterpriſing. This ſketch, which corre- 
tponds with what the Duke de Sully ſays here, will be very much 
conurmed iu the ſequel ot thele memous. 


ry's 


* 


he A FR — of 
A ereree ee ESe EG 


[EI 
> 


2 
ee + 


RES: 


ORE 
- —— « — 
— a * en rn . 4 
< "= \ "= 2 bb * wy 2 
SIT, 2 ws Rs gee nds 1 , ne IE OE 1 
8 N : <> © Ras 8. 2 inte ung; ol! = mee 
Fo it" 4 s 8 e POL TOES L s 7 9 1 , = 4 
L. * 3 — N e 3 Ex AHI - =2 
L \ "PX, 8 3 _ 7 , j-— a 8 r 8 7 a n l 
7 ³·¹—m—m » . tr oo Mo! — ont ; "OP T_ 
6 yo 4 — 4 On On 


Ws Cnr I WET ⁵ on, 
4 2 4 — PY zo + a2.” 
oe > ra m__ - 


. — 0 * * 
8 l Bn, Tb NO 
coke IE £ en IF Ann 


263 MEMOIRS 


ry's fate, that the ſame weakneſs which obſcured 
his glory, ſhould likewiſe deſtroy the tranquillity 
of his lite. 

'The lady was no novice: although ſenſible of 
the pleaſure of being beloved by a great King, yet 
ambition was her -predominant paſſion; and the 
flattered herſelf ſhe might make ſo good ule of her 
charms, as to oblige her lover ro become her hul- 
band. She did not therefore ſeem in haſte to yield 
to his defires : pride, chaſtity, and intereſt, were 
employed in their turns; ſhe demanded no lefs 
than one hundred thouſand crowns for the price of 
her favours. And perceiving that ſhe had only in- 
creaſed Henry's paſſion, by an obſtacle, in my o- 

inion, much more likely to cool it, fince his Ma- 
jeſty was obliged to tear this ſum from me by vio- 


Book XI. 


. Tence, ſhe no longer deſpaired of any thing, and 


had recourle to other artifices; ſhe alledged the re- 
ſtraint her relations “ kept her in, and the fear of 
their reſentment. The Prince endeavoured to re- 
move all theſe ſcruples; but could not ſatisfy the 
lady, who taking a favourable opportunity, at 
length declared, that ſhe would never grant him a- 
ny thing, ualets he would give her a promiſe, under 
his hand, to marry her in a year's time. It was 
not upon her own account, the ſaid (accompanying 
this ſtrange requeſt with an air of modeſty, with 
which ſhe well knew how to inflame the King) that 
ſhe aſked tor this promile, to her a verbal one had 
been ſuilicient, or indeed, the would have requi- 
red none of any kind, being fenfible chat ber birth 

This fear was not entirely without foundation. If we may 
believe the Marechil de Bailompicrre, in his memoirs, her mo- 


ther! was iadeed very condeſcending in this affair; and it was e* 


ven the that drew the King to Malethecbes, a houſe where the 
lived; but her father was not ſo complying, any more chen the 
Count d' Auve'gae, halt Mother, by the mother, to the lady. 
They wanted to pick a quarrel with the Count de Lude, whom 
Heu:y l. employed upon this occahon; and they carried the 
wo 10 Marcoullis, where the King nevertheleſs went to ſce her. 
m. 1. 3 
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did not allow her to pretend to that honour, but 
that ſhe would have occaſion for ſuch a writing, to 
ſerve as an excuſe for her fault to her relations; and 
obſerving that the King {till hefitated, ſhe had the 
addreſs to hint, that in reality ſhe thould look upon 
this promiſe as of very little conſequence, knowing 
well the King was not to be ſummoned to a court of 
juſtice like one of his common ſubjects. 

What a ſtriking example of the tyranny of love | 
Henry was not ſo dull but that he plainly perceived 
this girl endeavoured to deceive him: not to men- 
tion likewiſe thoſe reaſons he had to believe her far 
from being a veſtal, or thoſe intrigues againſt the 
ſtate, of which her father, mother, her brother, and 
even herſelf, had been convicted, and had drawn u 
on this family an order to leave Paris, which I had 
ſo lately ſignified to them from his Majeſty : notwith- 
ſtanding all this, the King was weak enough to com- 
ply with his miſtreſs's deſires, and promiſed to grant 
ber requeſt. 

One morning, when he was preparing to go to 
the chace, he called me into the gallery at Fon- 
taineblean, and put this ſhameful paper into my 
hands. It is a piece of juſtice, which I am ſo much 
the more obliged to do Henry, as the reader muſt 
perceive that Il do not endeavour to palliate his 
taults, to acknowledge that, in the greateſt exceſſes 
to which he was hurried by his paſhons, he always 
ſubmitted to a candid confeſſion of them, and to 
conſult with thoſe perſons whom he knew were 
moſt likely to oppoſe his deſigns. This is an in- 
ſtance of rectitude and greatneſs of ſoul, rarely to 
be found amongſt Princes. While I was reading 
this paper, every word of which was like the ſtab 
of a poignard, Henry ſometimes turned aſide to 
conceal his contuſion, and ſometimes endeavoured 
to gain over his confident by condemning and excu- 
ling himſelf by turns; but my thoughts were whol- 
ly employed upon the fatal writing. The clauſe of 
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marrying a miſtreſs, provided ſhe bore him a ſon 
in the ſpace ofa year, (for it was conceived in theſe 
terms), appeared indeed ridiculous, and plainly of ng 
effect; but nothing could relieve my anxiety, on ac. 
count of the ſhame and contempt the King muſt ne- 
ceflarily incur, by a promiſe which, ſooner or later, 
would infallibly make a dreadful confuſion. I was 
alſo afraid of the conſequences of ſuch a ſtep in the 
preſent conjuncture whilſt the divorce wasxdepend. 
ing; and this thought rendered me ſilent and mo. 
tionleſs. 

Henry, ſeeing that I returned him the paper 
coldly, but with a viſible agitation of mind, ſaid to 
me, Come, come, ſpeak freely, and do not af. 
* {ume all this reſerve.” I could not immediately 
find words to expreſs my thoughts, nor need I here 
aſſign reaſons for my perplexity, which may be ea» 
fily imagined by thoſe who know what it is to be 
the confident of a King, on occaſions when there is 
a neceſſity of combating his reſolution, which is 
always abſolute and unalterable. The King again 
aſſured me, that I might ſay and do what I pleaſed 
without offending him; which was but a juſt a- 
mends, he ſaid, tor having forced from me three 
hundred thouſand livres. I obliged him to repeat 
this aſſurance ſcveral times, and even to ſeal it with 
a kind of oath; and then no longer heſitating to 
diſcover my opinion, I took the paper out of the 
King's hands, and tore it to pieces without ſaying a 
word. How!” ſaid Henry, aſtoniſhed at the 
boldneſs of this action, “ Morblieu ! what do you 
« mean to do: I think you are mad.“ I am mad, 
I acknowledge, Sire, replied I, and would to God 
I was the only madman in France. My reſolution 
was taken, and I was prepared to ſuffer every thing, 
rather than, by a pernicious deference and reſpect, 
to betray my duty and veracity z therefore, notwith- 
ſtanding the rage I ſaw that inſtant impreſſed on 


the King's countenance, while he collected together 
out 
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| out of my hands the torn pieces of the writing, to 


ſerve as a model for another, I took advantage of 
that interval to repreſent to him, in a forcible 
manner, all that the fubje&t may be imagined to 
ſuggeſt to me. The King, angry as he was, liſten. 
ed till I had done ſpeaking, but, overcome by his 
paſſion, nothing was capable of altering his reſolu- 
tion; the only effort he made was, not to baniſh 
from his preſence a canfident too ſincere. He 
went out of the gallery without ſaying a ſingle 
word to me, and returned to his cloſer, whither he 
ordered Lomenie to bring him a ſtandiſh and pa- 
per; he came out again in half a quarter of an 
hour, which he had employed in writing a new 
promiſe. I was at the foot of the ſtair-caſe when 
he deſcended; he paſſed by without ſeeming to ſee 
me, and went to Maleſherbes to hunt, where he 
ſtaid two days. 

I was of opinion, that this incident ought to put 
no itop to the affiir of the divorce, nor hinder 
another wife from being ſought for the King, 
but rather that it ſhould haſten both : his Maje- 
ſty's agents at Rome made therefore the firſt over- 
ture of a marriage between Henry and the Prin- 
ceſs Mary of Medicis “, daughter of the Grand 
Duke of Florence. The King ſuffered us to pro- 
ceed in this buſineſs, and, by the force of repeated 
importunities, even appointed the Conſtable, the 
Chancellor, Villeroi, and me, to treat with the 
perſon whom the Grand Duke ſhould ſend to Pa- 


Tis, We were reſolved not to let the affair ſleep. 


Joanini, the perſon deputed by the Grand Duke, 


Mary de Medicis, daughter to Francis Grand Duke of Tuſ+ 
cany, by the Archduchefs Jane of Auſtria, daughter to the Em- 
peror Ferdin ind. She had for her portion fix hundred thouſand 
crowns, beſides rings and jewels. La Chronologie Septennaire, an- 
no 16co. p. 121, and Motthien, tom. 2. liv. 2. p. 336. give an 


account of the negotiations of D' flat and de Sillery, relating to 


this marriage. 
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was no ſooner arrived, than the articles were in. 
ftanily drawn and fined by all. 
I was pitched upon to communicate this news to 


the King, ho did not expect the buſineſs would 


have been concluded fo ſuddenly. As ſoon as I 
replied to his queſtion, from whence l came, «We 
“ come, Sire, from marrying you,” this Prince 
remained a quarter of an hour as if he had been 
ſtruck with a thunder-bolt. He afterwards walked 
up and down his chamber haſtily, delivering him- 
ſelf up to reflections, with which his mind was vio— 
lently agitated, that for a long time he could not 
utter a word. I did not coubt but that all I had 
repreſented to him had now a proper effect: at 
length recovering himſelf like a man who had ta- 


' Ken his reſolution, 4+ Well !” ſaid he, rubbing his 


hands together, well, de-pardicu ! be it fo, there 


« js no remedy : if for the good of my kingdom 


1 muſt marry, I muſt.” He acknowledged to 
me, that the fear of iucceeding no better in bis ſe- 
cord than his firſt marriage was the cauſe of his 
irreſolution. Strange caprice of the human mind! 
A Prince who had extricated himfelf with glory 
and ſucceſs from a thouſand cruel diſſentions, which 
war and policy. had occaſioned, trembled at the ves 
ry thoughts of domeſtic quarrels, and ſcemed more 
troubled than when, that very year, upon notice 
ſent from a capuchin of Milan “, an lraliap, who 
had come to Paris with an intention to. poignard 
him, was. ſeized in the midit of the court. The 
marriage, though concluded on, was not ſclempi- 
zed till the following year, 

Other foreign affairs in this, which remain to be 
mentioned, are thele 3 the war in the Low Coun- 
tries, which was vigor MY begun when the Arch* 


1 Heh IV. thanked bim himſelf for it, and cauſcd ſeveral ad- 
vantageous oflers to be made him by his ambaſſador at Rome, 
Mcotthicr, tom. a. liv. à. p. 303. 
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duke went in thoſe provinces; the King, upon re- 
iterated complaints from Spain, forbade his ſubjects 
to bear arms in the ſervice ot the States, but this 
was merely for form's ſake, policy not permitting 
him to ſufler the Flemith to be oppretied. His 
Majeſty not only forbore to punith thoſe who diſo- 
beyed theſe orders, but likewite aſſiſted that people 
privately : the war in Hungary, which I ſhall ſay 
nothing of, except that tire Duke of Mercear aſked 
and obtained leave to ſerve in the troops ot the Em- 
peror Rodolph; the revolution that happened in 
Sweden, where the then reigning King, and electec 
one of Poland“, was dethroned by his ſubjects, who 

ut his uncle Charles Duke of Sudermania in his 
place; and loſt all hope of ever being reſtored by 
the defeat he received from his rival. 

With reſpect to my own perfonal affairs, this 
was the molt conſiderable. This year the Prin» 
ceſs d'Epinoi came to me when I was at Blois, to 
engage my intereſt with the King againſt the Prin- 
ces of Ligne, who had - attempted to uſurp her 
eſtate, and that of her children. Theſe children 
were five in number, four of whom, three ſons 
and her eldeſt daughter, the had brought with her; 
the youngeſt was educated under the care of the 
Madam de Roubais, widow of the Viſcount de 
Gand her uncle and mine. The Princeſs told me, 
that the ncarcit relation by the father's ſide which 
her children had in France being myſelf, it was fit 
I ſhould be their guardian. I accepted willingly of 
this truſt, to procure: them juſtice; and had the 
latisfaCtion, at the end of ſeven years, duriag which 
time | took the ſame care of theſe children as my 
own, to reſtore to them the poſſeſſion of all their 
eſtates, which amounted to a hundred and twenty 


* Siziimond. This misfortune befel him for attempting to re» 
eſtabiiſh-the Cathviic religion in Sweden. See with regard to all 


theie torcign aas, De Thou, le Septennaire, and other hiſto- 
kiaus, ann. 135399. 
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thouſand livres a-year. I ſhall have occaſion here. 
after to take notice of the obligations they recei- 
ved from his Majeſty. 

About the fame time the merchants of Tours 
came to intreat my aſſiſtance in procuring leave for 
them to eftabliſh manufactures of ſilks, and of 
gold and filver ſtuffs, which had not yet been made 
in France, together with a prohibition for import. 
ing any from foreign countries for the future, aſ- 
ſuring me that they had ſufficient to ſupply the 
whole kingdom. Before 1 gave them their anſwer, 


I required time to examine if their report was 


true; and being convinced it was not, I endeavour. 
ed to diſſuade them from an enterpriſe which could 
not miſcarry with impunity : 1 could not prevail, 
Upon my refuſal they addreſſed themſelves directly 
to his Majeſty. 1 thought it neceſſary not to op- 
poſe an eſtabliſhment, which, if well conducted, 
might be of great uſe. The King, overcome by 


their importunity, granted all they aſked; but ſix 


months were ſcarce paſſed, when, for want of ha- 
ving taken proper meaſures, they came to get their 
commiſhons revoked “, which had given general 
diſcontent, on account of the inconveniency and 
increaſe of expence to the purchaſers which had 


been produced by this new regulation. 


The murmurings of the bankers and the public farmers of 
the revenue, whoſe profits the new prohibition had conſiderably 
dimiviſhed, likewiſe contributed not a little to its revocation, 
Chronologie Septennaire, p. 9s. aun. 1599. The cafe is the ſame 
with regard to theſe ſtuffs as all the other parts of traffic. The 
ficedom of trade which ſhould ſubſiſt between all the nations 
of the world, will not give us, in this reſpect, any advan- 
tage over our neighbours, tarther than we can find out the 
methods of manufacturing theſe ſtuffs ourſelves of a more beauti- 
#ul, finer, or cheaper fabric. At this very day, a great number 
of forcigners take them off our hands, and the prohibition is in 


Force only as to Indian ſtuffs and printed linens; but it were to 


be withed, that we would be more careful to torbear the uſe of 
tlie latter, or rather make in France ſuch (tuffs as would ſerve in- 
Read of theſe which are ſo commodious and ſerviceable. 1 
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The King believing the afftir of the marquiſate 
of Saluces would not be fiaith2d without ſtriking a 
blow for it, had, for tome time, thought of getting 
a man to pertorm the duties of grand maſter of the 
ordaance, who was capable of acquitting himſelf 


well of them, and above all of atting by himſelf; 


this good old d' Eitrees was not able to do; however, 
his Myjeſty would not take away the poſt from him 
for his children's fake, of whom Monſieur d'Eftrees. 
was the grantather ; but the expedient he hit upon 
was, that the elder De Born being deſirous. of re- 
ſigning the pait of licutenant-general of the ord- 
nance, | might treat with him tor it, and unite the. 
duties of that employment, to thoſe of the grand 
malter of the ordnance, although I was not inveſted; 
with this laſt, He cven offered, in my favour, to- 
augment the, privileges of the firſt, Weady very. 
conliderable, by railing it into an office, giving it 
authority over all the licutenant-generals in the pro- 
vances,, augmenting the ſalary, and laſtly, by grant- 
ing the patents gratis. However, I muſt acknow- 
ledge, that I was not to be won by theſe offers, and 
could not retolve to ſerve under another, after: 
having been diſappointed of the firſt place; I there - 
tore cxcuted my ſelt, upon the buſineſs L was already; 
charged with, trom not complying, with the King's: 
iatentions, The King was not to be impoſed upon, 
by this anſwer, and after many ſolicitations which I 
kacw how to defend myſelf againſt, he left me in 
anger, telling me, that. be would mention it to me 
no more, but that, fince I would liſten to nothing, 
but my own caprice, he would take his own way. 
His kindneſs for me made him that moment for-. 
get his threag. H cauſed a propoſal to be made; 
to Monſieur d'Eſtrees to reſign his employment, 
which, as ſoon as I was informed of, J offered, by” 
Montizur and Madam du Peche, three thouſand! 
crowns to Madam de Nery, who governed thz old. 
man entirely, to procure his conſcat ; the maſter- 
WES , 
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of the ordnance being importuned by this woman, 
told the King that he was willing to accept of an 
equivalent for this poſt. The King immediately 
acquainted me with his reſolution, adding, that he 
required nothing of me for the offence ! had given 
him, but to put his artillery into a condition to ob. 
tain the marquiſate of Saluces for him, which, he 
was every day more convinced, would not be yielded 
without force, that is to fay, without a great 
number of very difficult fieges; for that is the 
uſual way of carrying on a war in Savoy. 1 thank- 
ed his Majeſty, and agreed with d'Eſtrees for eighty 
thouſand crowns; all theſe petty claims ariſing to 
a conſiderable ſum more, I was, on this occaſion, 
obliged to take up rents to the value of a hundred 
thouſand W.. from Morand, Vienne, and Ville- 
montee; amd three days afterwards I was ſolemnly 
inveſted with the dignity ® of grand maſter of the 
ordnance, and took, the uſual oath for it. This 
was the fourth great office with which I was then 
honoured ; the annual produce of it was twenty- 
four thouſand livres. 1 thought myfelf obliged, 
in gratitude to his Majeſty for this laſt inſtance of 
his bounty, to give all my cares to the artillery. I 
viſited the arſenal, where every thing ſeemed to me 
in ſuch a miſerable condition, that I reſolved to 
take up my reſidence there, that I might apply my- 
ſelf wholly towards its re-eſtabliſhment, although 


The King declared it an office of the crown, and that in fa» 
vour of M de Sully. Brantome, in the place where he gives vs 
the liſt of the grand maſters of the ordnance, ſpeaks thus, ** Since 
„M. de Roiny has had this charge of grand maſter, who 
„% updoubtedly does the place fo much honour, the arſenal is in 
very good order, owing to his great capacity. and application, 
« eſpecially as the importance of the thing itſelf, and his own 
good ſenſe, would have it fo. Witneſs what he performed in 
the laſt war with Savoy, where, in a ſhort time, he gave proof 
of very quick diſpatch and diligence, by being ſooner in the 
fleld than he was expected.“ Vies.des bommes, illuſtres, art. M. 
Roſny, tom. . p. 3227. 226. 
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| the caſtle was then very ill built, and deſtitute of 
| every conveniency. 

The affairs of the artillery were ſtill worſe. I 
began by reforming the officers of this body, who, 
not having the flighteft notion of their trade, were 
in fact only the ſervants of the officers of the court 
of juſtice. I caſhiered about five hundred of them 
at one ſtroke, I conferred next with the commiſ- 
ſaries for ſaltpetre, and agreed, with them for a 
conſiderable proviſion of powder, which I ſhewed 
to the King. I treated likewiſe with the maſters of 
great iron-works, for iron to make carriages and 
bombs; with foreign merchants for the metal; and 
with cart-wrights and carpenters, for the wood- 
work neceſſary for the deſigns L had formed. His 
Majeſty came to vitit his arſenal himſelf, fifteen 
days after I was ſettled there, and theſe viſits be- 
came afterwards one of his chief amufements : he 
took pleaſure in ſeeing all the preparations that 
were making there, and the extreme diligence with 
which I applied myſelf to them. 

That diligence indeed was no more than neceſſa- 
ry in the preſent poſture of affairs in Savoy, the de- 
tail of which, and that of the war they produced, 
will make up the ſubje of theſe memoirs for allthe' 
following year, It was at the end of this that the 
Duke of Savoy left his own dominions to come into 
France, with thoſe intentions I have already men- 
tioned, but they were too well known to produce the 
effects he had promiſed himſelf from his artifices. 
The reflections which the paſt conduct of this Prince, 
together with that of his agents, and a knowledge of 
his character, gave riſe to, were far from being fa- 
vourable to him. There was likewiſe ſomethin 
ſtill more poſitive againſt him: Leſdiguieres had 
ſent advice to his Majeſty, that the Duke was for- 
titying his caſtles and towns with great care, eſpe- 
cially thoſe of Breſſe, a furniſhing them with am- 
munition and proviſions. It was known, by means 
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of the Count de Carces and the Sieur du Paſſage, 
that he had ſtrongly ſolicited the court of Madrid, 
and preſſed the Pope, to procure a ſecond reference 
of the affair; reprefenting to him, that it was the 
intereſt of all Italy not to ſuffer that his moſt Chri- 
ſtian Majeſty ſhould poſſeſs any thing beyond the 


that the Duke's purpoſe, by coming into France, was. 
to circumvent the King; who, on his fide, was per. 
fuaded, that it was M. de Savoy bimſelf who would 
be the dupe, not only of him; but of the King of 
Spain, and other princes of Italy; for theſe laſt were 
at no pains to conceal their diſbke of the Duke of 
Savoy's ambitiuus and reſtleſs ſpirit: and the King. 
of Spain had not forgot the public complaints he 
made, that white they gave the Low Countries and, 
Franche Compte, of more value than the two Ca- 
ſtiles and Portugal, as a portion for one of their In- 
fantas, the other, whom he bad married, had no- 
thing but a crucifix, and an image of the Virgin 
Mary. Many other indecent ſallies of the like na- 
ture, followed by reciprocal complaints, had abſo- 
lutely ruined their former good correſpondence. 
The event proved the juſtneſs of thoſe obſerva - 
tions which the letter the King ſhewed me from Leſ- 
diguieres occaſioned.z but in public he ſhewed no re- 
ſentment at what he had learned of the Duke's pro- 
ccedings; he even ordered me to {pare no-expence. 
to give him, at Lyons, ſuch a reception as is due to 
foreign ſovereigns. This Prince, I believe, had no- 
cauſe to complain of me upon this account; but Meſs 
ſieurs the Counts of St John * did not act in the ſame 
manner; they denied him certain honours which, 
| | the. 
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It was ly order of the King, according to F. Mitthien, vol. z. 
book 2. p. 32 3. that the cinons of Lyons refuſcd the Duke of 
Savoy the place of honorary canon u their cathedral which they! 
had granted to the former Duke hither, and that for a veiy- 
obvious reaſon, the bouſe of Savoy having fiance that time loit, 

oſſeſſion of the carldom of. Villas, This ccremony coufilted in 
| preſenting 
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Alps. The French reſidents at Florence lent advice, 


_— by Sos "— F._ wat & | —uvL— ” 


the Dukes of Savoy claimed in the aſſembly of ca- 


nons as Counts of Villars. It was at Fontainebleau, 
and at Paris, where the ſhew was moſt magnificent. 
The + Duke of Savoy, on his part, appeared with 
ſplendor ſuitable to his rank. 

Three days after his arrival at Paris, the King, 
who was deſirous of ſhewing him the new regula- 
tions in the arſenal, ſent me notice that he would 
come and ſup there, with the Duke and chief lords 
and ladies of his court. The Duke of Savoy came 
ſo long before, that I could not impute ſuch extra- 
ordinary haſte to mere accident. He defired to fee 
the maga..ines, Which was not what I wanted; I was 
alhamed of the poverty of the old magazines, and 
therefore carried him into the new work-houſes. 
Twenty cannons lately caft, and as many more in 
readinels for it, forty completely mounted, and ſe- 
veral other works which he ſaw carrying on with 
great diligence, ſurpriſed him ſo much, that he 
could not help aſking me, what I meant by all theſe 
2 Sir, replied I, ſmiling, to take 

ontmelian. The Duke, without giving any indi- 
cations that this reply had a little diiconcerted him, 
aſked, with an air of gaiety and freedom, if I had 
ever been there? and upon my anſwering him in 
the negative, Truly, I thought ſo,” ſaid he, “or 
* you would not have talked of taking it; Mont- 
« mchlian is impregnable.”” I anſwered him in the 
ſame tone, that I would” not adviſe him to oblige 
the King to make the attempt, becauſe I was very 
certain Montmelian would, in that caſe, lole the 
title of impregnable. 


preſenting ſome ſacxed veſtments to the Duke at the entrance of 
the cloyſter, and giving bim rank in the church among the cas 
nons. 

+} Notwithſtanding this magnificent reception, the Duke of Sa- 
Voy, atter the firſt conterence he had with Henry IV. became ſen- 
bible that he was not likely to obtain his demand. I have de- 
I livered my mellaye,” tays he, © and may now go whenever 1 
vill.“ Maui. eu, iar le voyuge de ce Prone e Freue, tom. 2. hy. 2. 
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Theſe words gave our converſation immediately 
a very ſerious turn. The Duke of Savoy taking 
occaſion to mention the affairs which brought him 
into France, had already, in a polite manner, be- 

un to make me ſenfible, that he knew I was not 
in his intereſt, when we were interrupted by the 
arrival of his Majeſty : and afterwards nothing was 
thought of but pleaſure. However, the fame night 
commiſſioners were named for ex2mining the oc- 
caſion of the conteſt : the Conſiable, the Chance. 
lor, Marechal Biron, Meiſſe, Villeroi, and myſelf, 
were appointed for the King; and for the Duke of 
Savoy, Belly his Chancellor, the Marquis de Lul: 
lin, the Sicurs de Jacob, the Count de Morette, the 
Chevalier de Bretons, and des Allymes. 

The Duke of Savoy had already brought over 
the greater part of our commiſſioners to his inte. 
Teſts: he gained them completely at laſt, by the li. 
beral gifts which he beſtowed both on them and 
the whole court“ at the new year, But I was the 
perſon that gave him moſt trouble; for every time 
when the queſtion was debated amongſt the com- 
miſhoners, I conſtantly held firm to this determi 
nation, either that a reſtitution ſhould be made to 
his Majeſty of the marquifate of Saluces, or that 


Brefle, and all the border of the Rhone from Ge- 


'neva to Lyons, ſhould be given him in exchange. 


The Duke ſent the King two large baſons and two cryſtal» 
Files, as a new- year's gift. In return of which, the King gave 
s the Duke a crutchet of diamonds, where, among others, was 
one with his Majeſty's pictute: it was a very fice picce, and 
the Uu had a greativalue for it; he made pieſents to all who 
« came to compliment him.“ Ch: on0/vgie Srpten.. ann. i600. R 
was {ind that he had gained over the Duchets of Beaufort to his 


intereſt. So that if this lady bad not died, it is probalile the 16- 


Nirution of Saluces mighth ive bFeca diſpenſed wich- The Duke of 
Savoy playing at priaicro with Heary, on a bett of 400 piſtols, 
the King ucg ected his play, ſuppoling that he had already wor 
the game: but the Nuke, who had it in his own hand, content- 
ed hin elf wich fhcw-ng the cards to the Dukes of Guiſe and 
D Aubiguc, why were preſent, and then ſhuffled them together. 
Ht iz D'Aubigne that relates this circumitance of the Duke's. gene» 
a or policy. 

But 


n 
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But for the apparent incivility of ſuch a proceeding, 
they would have ſolicited my excluſion from their 
meetings: therefore they had again recourſe to an 
attempt to gain me, which they reſolved to do at 
any price whatſoever. | 

On the 5th of January, Des Allymes came to 
make me the uſual compliments in the name of his 
Highneſs: he intreated me, with great politeneſs, 
to attend to his maſter's reaſons; that is, in plain 
terms, to approve of them; for at the ſame time 
that he made me this requeſt, he preſented me with 
his Highnefs's picture in a box, enriched with dia- 
monds of fifteen or twenty thouſand crowns value. 
To aſſiſt me in making a compoſition with my con- 
ſcience, he told me, that this piſture came from a 
daughter of France; and while he perceived me 
buſy in admiring the brilliants, added, that it was 
given me by a Prince whole attachment to the King 
was equal to his friendſhip for me. I ſtill kept the 
picture in my hand, and aiked Des Allymes what 
were the propoſals he had to make me? He, who 
thought the deciſive moment was now come, imme- 
diately diſplayed his whole ſtock of eloquence z and 
tor want of good reafons, endeavoured to prove 
the advantage that was to be gained by the pretend- 
td rupture of his maſter with Spain, who offered 


to aſſiſt the King in conquering Naples, Milan, and 


the empire itſelf. All this Coſt him nothing; and, 
to hear him, one would have thought that he had 


been able to diſpoſe abſolutely of thete dominions 


for which he added, that he did not doubt but the 
King would yicld willingly to the Duke a paltry 
marquiſate. | 

could keep filence no longer. I told Des Al- 
lymes, that if the King demanded the marquiſate 
ot Saluces to be reſtored to him, it was not on ac» 
count of its value, fince that was very inconfider- 
able; but that he could not in honour ſuffer the 
crown to be diſmembered of one of its ancient do- 
mains, 
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mains, and which had been uſurped at a time when 


312 


the Duke of Savoy, having received the higheſt 


obligations from Henry III. at his return from Po- 
land, ought in gratitude to have abſtained from it. 
I thanked the deputy for his obliging expreſſions in 
my favour; and to pay his compliments with others, 
aſſured him, that when the Duke of Savoy had 
made an abſolute reſtitution of Saluces, I would 
not forget to uſe my intereſt with his Majeſty, to 
engage him to procure thoſe opulent kingdoms for 
the Duke which he had offercd to the King, and 
which would be much more convenient for him 
than his Majeſty. Saying this, I opened the box, 
and afier praiſing the workmanſhip and materials, 
I told Des Allymegy that the great value of the pre- 
ſent was the only reaſon which hindered me from 
accepting it; but that if he would allow me to re- 
turn the box and the diamonds, I would keep the 
1 84 with great pleaſure, in remembrance of a 

rince ſo obliging. Accordingly, I ſeparated the 
box and diamonds from the picture; when Des 
Allymes telling me, that it did not belong to him 
to make any alterations in his maſter's preſents, I 
intreated him to take back all together, and he left 
me in deſpair of ever being able to engage nie in his 


' maſtee*s intereſt, and appeared bur little ſatisfied with 


my behaviour. g 

All that remained now to be done was to exclude 
me {rom their meetings. Upon his Majeſty's refu- 
ſing to gratify them in this requeſt, the Duke of 
Savoy took it in his head to deſire, that the Pa. 


triarch of Conſtantinople might aſſiſt at theſe meet- 


ings in the name of the Pope; which the King a- 
greed to, not thinking of the artifice concealed*un- 
der this propoſition. The next day, the King ha- 
ving an inclination to play at tennis, appointed the 
aſſembly to be kept at the Conſtable's houſe, be- 
cauſe he could conveniently make his party when 
he went from thence, after he had ſeen the conte- 

| , rence 


* 


1600. OF SB WL T. 2-3 


rence begun : but before he left us, he exhorted all 
the commiſſioners to have a ſtrict regard to juſtice z 
and whiſpering me in particular, “ Take care of 
« every thing,” ſaid he, “ and do not ſuffer them 
« to impoſe upon you.” 

Upon the King's departure I found, that inſtead 
of taking their teats, they divided into parties, two 
and three together, and the nuncio ſometimes con- 
ferring with one ſet, ſometimes with another, not 
ſuff-ring the buſineſs to be entered upon regularly 
and, above all, carefully avoiding to ſay any thing 
to me. At length Bcellicvre told me, that the good 
Patriarch could not ſubdue his ſcruples about con- 
verſing with an Huguenot; and intreated me, in 
the name of the aſſembly, to abſent myſelf, fince 
nothing could be done while I was pretent, I in- 
ſtantly comprehended the.cauſe of this behaviour; 
and bowing profoundly low, withdrew ; intendin 
to go and give the King an account of what had 
paſſed. I met him in the gallery, where he had 
ſtopped to ſpeak to Bellengreville : he aſked me, 
with tome ſurpriſe, if all was over already ? and 
upon my acquainting him with the truth of the 
matter, he fell into a great rage, and ordered me 
to return to the commifioners and tell them, that 
it there was any perſon amongſt them to whom m 
preſence was diſpleaſing, it was his bufineſs to with- 
draw, not mine. I diſturbed a little the joy of the 
afſembly, by repeating this new order of the King's. 
The meaſures they took were, to waſte the hours 
in ſeeking for expedients, till dinner-time approach- 
ed; and then they deferred entering upon the que- 
ition till the afternoon, But ' notwithſtanding all 
their endeavours with his Majeſty, I continued (till 
in the number of the commiſſioners, and the nun- 
cio was obliged to vanquilh his reluctance. 

. Bretons and Roncas turned themſelves on every 
fide, to avoid yielding to a reſtitution of the mar- 
quitute ; they offered to do homage. for it to hs 
Majeſty, and if that was not ſufficient, to hoid 
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Breſſe upon the ſame conditions. I eaſily render. 
ed all theſe propoſals ineffectual, and got it unani- 
mouſly declared, to give the Duke of Savoy this 
alternative, eicher to reſign Saluces to the King, 
or, in its place, the county of Breſſe as far as the 


river of Dain, the vicarſhip of Barcelonette, the 


valley of Sture, that of Perouſe and Pignerol; 
in which caſe, all the towns and fortreſſes taken on 
both ſides were to be reſtored “. 

The Duke ot Savoy expected a quite diff-rent 
conduct from the commiſſioners ; but the truth is, 
they durſt not openly oppoſe a determination which 
they knew to be the King's: all the reſource they 
had left was, to join with the courtiers in ſupport- 
ing the intereſts of the Duke of Savoy; and were 
continually repreſenting to the King, that he ought 
not to act too rigoroully with a Prince, whoſe al- 
liance he might purchale at a very inconſiderable 
price, and would be much more advantageous than 
a fief of no value, and which would be very diff- 
cult to preſerve. The alternative they offcred the 
Duke ot Savoy afforded them a pretence for grant- 
ing him fix months to come to a reſolution : he 
deſired eighteen ; and I maintained, there was no 


neceſſity for any delay. I went to his Majeſty to 


acquaint him with this reſolution, which was taken 


in ſpite of me, and repreſented to him the great 


inconvenicncy of giving the Duke of Savoy ſo long 
a time to renew his correſpondences, and to prepate 
for war. Henry, prejudiced by the ditcourle of the 
cov'riers, on the neceſſity of granting a delay to the 
D.kc of Savoy, aſked me how it was poſſible 


A kind of agreement was concluded upon this plan between 
the commiſlaries, which it was much ſuſpected the Duke of Sa- 
voy wouid not obſerve, becauſe of the delays he defired : where» 
upon as Le-Grain relates it, a certain perion propoſed to Hemy, 
that the Duke of Savoy ſhould be ſerzed, and by that means o- 
bliged to perform his part of the articles. But this propoſal was 
rejected by the King. See the particulars of the negotiation, and 
ot the Duke's reſidence at Pais in M. de Thou, and Le Septen 


naire, ann. 1599. 1600. we 


to 
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to do otherwiſe ? “ By granting the Duke of 
« Savoy,” ſaid I,“ an honourable eſcort of fifteen 
« thouland foot, two thouſand horſe, and twenty 
© cannon, to conduct him to Montmelian, or what 
« other place he ſhall chufe to go to, and there ob- 
« lige him to explain himſelf upon the alternative 
« that has been propoſed to him.” The King did 
not approve of my advice; his word was given 
to the contrary: I was truly grieved at it; for L 
have been always firmly perſuaded, that, but for 
this compliance, his Majeſty might have avoided & 
war, and have received complete fatisfaftion. All 
I could obtain was, that three months ſhould be ta- 
ken from the fix that had been agreed upon. 

The Duke of Savoy, finding that his Majeſty, 
who was weary of the continual ſolicitations he had 
on this ſubject, would no longer anſwer otherwite 


than in thele few words, / am reſolved to have my 


marquiſate, (et out a little time after for Chambery, 
where, till the expiration of the time pzeſcribed, 
which was in the month of June, he employed him- 
ſelf in preparations for his defence. He would 
have had no occaſion for them, if the plot of a 
woman, named Nicole Mignon, had ſucceeded. 
dhe had undertaken to poiſon the King “, and 
thought to have engaged the Count of Soiſſons, 
who, on all occaſions, made known his diſcontent, 
in her deſign; but he conceived fo great an horror 
at it, that he diſcovered her immediately: the con- 
feſſed her crime, and was burnt. 


* By procuring her husband to be admitted into the number of 
the King's cooks, by the intereſt of the Count de Soiſſons, 
ltew.rd of the houſt hold. She was well known to all the Pria- 
ce> of the blood, and to Henry himftelf, at st Denis, hre ſhe 
kept one of the principal inas during the war. The Count of 
Soilſons, to whom ſhe had inted that it would be his owa fault 
it he was nut one of the greateit Princes in the world, ſuſpecting 
that this woman lad ſome bad deſign, cauted Lomenie to conceal 
himſelf ia a cluſct, which gave him an opportunity of diſcovering 
What wieans the intended to uſe. She was accuicd of practiupg 
ſorcery, but was only a profligate woman, and ſomewhat diſor- 
dered in her ſenſes, Chrono li ie Septen. ann. 1600. 
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Nothing remarkable happened during theſe three 


months, except the diſpute between Mcilicurs Dy- 
Perron and Du-Pleſtis. 'Fowards the latter end of 


the laſt year appeared a book of Du-Picilis upon 
| the 


* This bock is. intitled, Tafrufons de la ſainte eucburiſtie, and 
attanks the maſs by pretended arguments drawn from the fathers, 
As ſdon as it appeared in public, many Catholic divines exclaim- 
ed againſt the falichaod of a great number of quotations it con- 
tained. This obliged Du- Pleſſis to offer a kind of challenge, 
which thoſe duCtors prevailed upon the Biſhop of Evreux to ac- 
cept. After ſeveral letters and ſteps taken on both fides to ſettle 
the method in which they were to proceed, and in which it ap- 
pears, that Du-Pleſhs repented more than once ot his having 
gone ſo far; the King determined, that there ſhould be a public 
diſpute between the two antagoniſts, wherein fifty of theſe paſs 
ſages were to be made good every day, till all the five hundred 
and fifty were gone through, which M. du Perron had excepted 
againſt, They met in the council-chamber at Fontainebleau, in 
the prefence of the King, and commiſſaries appointed by him: 
thoſe for the Catholics were the Preſident de Thou, the Advocate 
Fithou, and the Sieur Martin, reader and phyſician to his Maje- 
fly : for the Calviuiſt, Fretne-Canaye, and Cataubun. They 
met on Thurſday the 4th of May, at one o'clock in the after» 
noon. Of fixty-one patlages which Du: Perron ſent to his anta- 
goniſt, the latter was only prepared on ninetcen of them, which 
be had ſelected from all the telt: as to theſe, fazd he to the King, 
J will loſe my reputation or lite, if one of them be found tale, 
However, he was convicted of an unfair repreſentation in all 
thoſe that were examined: and they could only go through nine 
of chem: the Chancellor then declared the opinions of all pre- 
ſent, upon theſe nine articles ſcverally, that in the firſt, which, 
was from S:otus, and the ſecond from Durandus, Du-Fleſlis had 
taken the objection for the anſwer; in the third and tpurth from 
St Chr yioſtom, and the fifth from Jerom, that he had omitted 
ſcme ot the moſt material words; in the fixth, thit it was no 
where to be found in St Cyril: on the feventh, which was taken 
from the Code, that it was indeed. from Crinitus, but that Crint- 
tus had falſified the text: as to the eight, which included two 
propoſitions from St Bernard, that Du»Pleflis ought to have ſe pa- 
rated them, or at leaſt to have put an Ct. between: with regard 
to the ninth, Theodorct, that it was mutilated, and that the word 
idols was taken for images. This was the only conference that 
was held. Du-Pleſſis Mornay, being ſcized with an in- 
&r{poſition next day, went to Saumur ſome days alter, 
without taking leave of the King. Freine Canayc, one 


of the commiſſic ners, and Saint Marie Du Mont, another 
eminent Proteſtant, were, ſoon after this diſpute, in which 
Henry vimicif ſometimes ſpike, converted to the Catholic ** 
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the euchariſt, which was looked upon by the Pro- 
teſtant party to be à maſter-piece, and which I ſent 
immediately to the Biſhop ot Evreux, who was at 
his oceſe: the difference of religion had never been 1 
able to deſtroy that friend{hip and gratitude which | | | 
this prelate had always for me, nor that affection. { 
| and reverence which 1 had ever preſerved for his, 1 
merit, his abilities, and even for his quality of being 5 
my bithop: the letters we wrote to each other were 
always in this (train, I was greatly ſurprited to read 
in that he wrote to me on account of the book I had 
ſent him, that the errors and falſehoods it contained 
were ſo numerous, and followed on another lo cloſe, 
that the whole book was jultly cenſurable.“ Not 1 
* that 1 would accute Monſicur Du- Pleſſis of inſin- 1 
« ccrity,” added the Bilhop of Evreux, with equal [ 
moderation in his adverſary's regard, as politeneſs 
in mine; ** but Jam torry for his misfortune, in ha- 1 
% ving given credit to the confuſed collections of | || 
% compilers, who have greatly deccived aim.” The 
remainder of his letter contained only compliments 
upon my late preferment to the poſt of grand maiter if 
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Du- Plc(hs pretended to prove, by the authority of St Cyril, that it Lil 
was not a cultom among the primiuve Chriſtiaus to ad re the et g, | 
and yet he alledged che reproach which the Emperor quien throws | 
on ham upon this very account. It is not very likely,” returned | 
the King, ** that julian the Apoſtate would hive reproached the 
* Chriſtians for adoring the crofs, if they had not actually done 
* {o; otherwiſe he would have expoſed himielto be laughed at.“ 
It was the King likewite woo id, that at leaſt an c. ought to 
have been put in the paſlage from St Bernerd. 

A Catholic having obſerved to a Calviniit, that Du- Perron had 
already gained ſeveral paſſages of Du-Pleflis, No matter, anſwered 
the Protcttaat, provided that of Saumut be till left to him. Matthieu, 
ib. his fact, which is told in the ane manner wa ſeveral polemi- 
cal treatiſes, is generally atrelicil by all our good hiſtorians, and 
even thoſe whotreat the Proteſtants wolt tavouably. M dc i ious 
liv. 123. p. 843. who was himtelf one of the commiliaries. Mat- 
thieu, ibid. Chron. Sept p. 123. Cc. Suppl. au Journal d' Henry IV. 
foiu. 3. p. $1. Cc. Vol. 8778. de la Bibliot. du Roi, Le Grain, and 
ſeveral others, who give us a relation of the whole diſpute z to 
co aſequently no credit »» to be given to the nagar in which it is 
related in La Vie Di Puſjir, liv. 2. p. 269. 
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of the ordnance, and aſſurances of the pleaſure it 
would give him © to fee me,” he ſaid, © who com- 
% manded the cannons of France, obey the canons 
« of the church.” 

I never had ſo good ar» opinion of Du Pleſſis as 
the reſt of the party had, who were all prejudiced 
in his favour; and I would not have choſen to have 
deen ſecurity for the exactneſs of thofe large volumes 
which he ſent into the world in fo quick a ſucceſ- 
fion; for that on the euchariſt had been preceded. 
by a treatiſe upon the church. To write well, and 
upon theſe ſubjects eſpecially, long reflection is ne- 


ceſſary. This I told the Biſhop. of Evreux in my 


anſwer; but, at the ſame time, l obſerved. to him, 


that I could not believe Du- le flis's baok was, as he 


faid, a ſeries of errors. I told Du- Perron at the 
{ame time, that this would be the ſubject of a great 
diſpute between them: tor Du-Pleitis would not. 
ſuffer his accuſations to paſs unanſwered: this was: 
all the ſerious part of my letter, the reſt of it was. 
filled with compliment, praiſes, and an invitation to. 
viſit my new dwelling, which do not dclerve to be 
repeated “. 

What I had foreſeen happened. However, I had: 
expected only a private, not a public diſpute. I 
would have interpoſed the King's authority, to have: 
hindered the two champions from proceeding ſo 
far, but Du-Pleflts was the moſt difficult +-to be per- 
funded; and per ſiſted in his reſolution to meature 
his weapons with thoſe of the Bithop of Evreux. 
Every. one knows how the diſpute was terminated. 
Du- Pleſſis's def:nce was weak, and ended: in his diſ- 
grace, The King, who would honuur this challenge 
with his preſence, gave a thouland praiſes to the 


* See theſe lettors in-the original, tom. 2. p. 1. 82. 
FT Sir, ſaid Du Pleſſis to M de Roiny, my took is my own 
child, which I will defend, ind I intreat you would { fir me to 
do ſo: don't you me dle with it, for you have not rcarcd it. 
NMafibicu, tom. 2. Iiv. as N. 340. 
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wit and learning of Monſieur d'Evreux. © What 
« do yau think of your Pope?“ ſaid Henry to me, 
during the debate, (for Du-Plcitis was with the Pro- 
teſtants what the Pope is amongſt the Catholics): 
« ] think, Sire,” replied I, “ that he is more a 
« Pope than your Majeſty imagines, for, at this 
« moment, he gives the Cardinal's hat to Monſicur 
« d Evreux. It our religion has not a better 
« foundation than his legs and arms croſſed, F 
«© would quit it this inſtans.” 

It was upon this occaſidn that his M jeſty, in a: 
letter to the Duke of Epernon, told him, that the 
diocets ot Evreux had vanquiihed that of Saumur; 
that this was one of the greatctt advantages, which, 


for a long time, had been. obtained for the church 


of God; and that ſuch a proceeding would draw 
more ꝰroteſtants to the true church, than a courſe 
of violence for fifty years. This letter, the turn of 
which was no lefs finyular than the choice Henry: 
made of the Duke of Epernon to addreſs it to, 
made as much noiſe as the diſpute ittelf, when it 
became public, which could not tail of happening 
when it was in ſuch hands. Sou laid, that the 
King wrote it to deſtroy the ſuſpicions of his not 
being a ſincere Catholic, which, notwithſtanding 
his converfion, prevailed during his whole lite, and 
gave room to the J-luits to mention him diſadvan- 
tageoully in their letters to Rome; others imagined, 
that this letter had a meaning which was not at firit 
perceived, and maintained, that the King had a view 
in it to perſuade either Spain or the Proteſtants, 
that all ettorts to induce the council ot France to 
take violent and ſanguinary methods with them, 
would be uiclels. 

The tix months that had been given to the Duke 
of 5.voy were now expired, yet he had takzn no 
care to latisty his engagement. His Majeſty began 
to think he ſhould obtain nothing but by force ;. 
but, beſides the pertuataus ot his. courticrs, * 
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all ſeemed to have ſold their voices to the Duke ot 
Savoy, this Prince was then retarded by an obſtacle 
far more powerful, his fondnets for his new miltreſs, 
to whom he had given the title of Marchianeſs of 
Verncuil. He was no longer able to think of a 
ſeparation, and (it is with tome confuſion that 1 
mention it) after | had by repeated importunitics, 
prevailed upon him to take the rout to Lyons, he 
deliberated whether he ſhould not carry her with 
him, to which he was farther incited by the flatterers 
about him . She was now with child ; and havin 
the promiſe of marriage in her poſſeſſion, the affair 
became of great conſequenee to Henry, Provi. 
dence once more interpoted in his favour. . Madam 
de Verncuil was lo frightened by the thunder durin 
a ſtorm, that ſhe was delivered of a dead child. 
The King was informed of this accident at Moulins, 
whither he had advanced, and from whence he 
ſent many a melancholy look to the place where he 
had left his miſtreſs; but reſtorcd to himſelf by his 
own reflections, he continued his rout to Lyons, 
where his troops had orders to join him. 

I intended to follow as toon as 1 had ſettled all 
affairs relating to the government, and taken pro» 
per meaſures to ſecure the neceſſary ſupplics for the 
war, which I did not delay till the moment of cxe- 
cution. I had written to the reccivers-general, 
that, according to the King's order, they were no 
longer to pay any bills drawn upon them, except 
thole which were for the {ſupport of the fronticr- 
garriſons, and the payment of the troops; becauſe 
all others would be immediately diſcharged at the 
treaſury, to which I ordered all their moncy to be 


* She came to meet him at St Andre de la Coſſe Baſſompierre, 
who was wich Henry, ſays, that the lovers quarr-lled at their 
ficlt mecting, but were ſoun reconciled : atter which, this Prince 
carried his miſtreſs to Grenoble, where he continued with her 
or 8 days, and atterwards to Chambery, tom, 1. p. 86. bc. 


carried 
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* carried directly. I likewiſe forbade thoſe that paid 
A rents to diſcharge any bills without a new order, to 
85 


keep them from paying, as they were accuſtomed, 
ſuch notes as had been revoked, or created without 
: money. I raiſed ſome militia, which I choſe rather 
to incorporate in the old corps, than to compoſe 


* new regiments of, I applied myſelf more particu- 

h larly to the affairs of the ordnance. I ſent orders C | 
| to the licutenants of the ordnance of Lyonnois and ll | 
rs 


Dauphine, and to. the commiſſioners of that of | 
8 Burgundy, Provence, and Languedoc, to collect [ {1 
all their beſt pieces, and to make a great number | 
of carriages for cannon and balls in proportion, 1 
and ſend them all, with the powder and other am- 
8 munition, to Lyons and Grenoble: and fearing, 


a leſt my orders thould not be punctually executed, I 
* went myſelf to Lyons, and returned in three days. 
* I gave the like orders in all the other provinces, 
4 and brought carriages to Paris, whom 1 obliged to 
a enter into an engagement betore a notary, to carry, 
in fittcen days, three millions three hundred thou» 
n land weight to Lyons, without explaining to them 
5 what kind of merchandile it was.“ They were 
A greatly altonithed when they found their loading 
5 was twenty cannons, ſix thouſand balls, and other 
l things belonging to the ordinance not very portable, 
0 They alledged, that ſuch heavy pieces could not be 
comprehended in goods of carriage; but having 
3 threatened to leize their carts and horſes, and they 
ſo pot being willing to loſe the expences they had been 
. already at, reſolved to do what was required of 
"a them: and I had the ſatisfaction to lee all this lug- 
gage arrive ſafely in ſixteen days at Lyons; wheres 
as, by the ordinary methods, it could not be done 
rh in leis than two or three months, and at an infinite 
e expence. a 


7 It was always doubted whether the King would 
ſcriouſly renew the war, till his Majeſty was ſcen 
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public affairs, there is any thing that can lay me un- 
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to take his route to the Alps. The Chancellor Bel- p 
lievre, who had perſiſted in his endeavours to dif. 8 
ſuade him from it, finding my advice prevailed, { 
came to me with an intention to make me approve, 

if poſſible, of the reaſons he had againſt it, I did ſ 
not regard him as one of thoſe perſons with whom t 
to enter into an explanation would have been uſe- e 
leſs. His ſincerity appeared in the manner in which A 
he ſpoke to me, and the reflections with which his t 


mind ſeemed to me to be agitated : the condition t 
France was in, for which a war of any kind what- \ 
ever could not but be fatal : the King's honour, 0 
which was engaged to maintain a work ſo ſolid as f 
that of the peace of Vervins: the reproach of the 
in fraction of that peace to which he expoſed him - 
ſelf: the fear of bringing all the Duke of Savoy's 
allies upon him, to oppoſe whom he had an army 
ſufficiently provided with artillery indeed, but con- 


twelve or fifteen hundred horle, and (for fo Bel- 
lievre imagined) deſtitute of all neceſſary provi- 
ſions. This was the ſum of the Chancellor's ob- 
jections. 

I do not think that in any paſſage of theſe me- 
moirs, or in the conduct of my whole life, eſpe- 
cially ſince I have been called to the government of 


\ 
] 
\ 
ſiſting only of fix or ſeven thouſand foot, and | 
| 
| 


der the neceſſity of juſtifying myſelf with regard to 
too great a propenſity for war. Should it appear to 
any one that, on this occaſion, I acted in contradic- 
tion to my own maxims, I anſwer, that, in reality, 
no maxim, however general it may be, can {uit all 
caſes; and ſuppoſing war to be (as I really believe it 
is) an evil at all times, it is alſo certain, that it is often 
a neceſſary, and even an indiſpenſable evil, when by 
that only theſe claims can be ſupported, which it 
would be a baſeneſs to renounce z ſince it mult be 
likewiſe confeſſed, that generoſity, and mildnels, 
Wo qualities neceilary in ſovercigus, yet when em. 


ployed 
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ployed againſt the common rules of prudence, de- 
generate into weakneſs, and are looked upon as in- 
{tances of bad conduct. : | 
'To this general reply, I added the particul:r rea- 
ſons for the preſent war. I ſhewed the Chancellor, 
that he ſuffered himſelf to be unſeaſonably alarm» 
ed: the King of Spain was the only formidable 
ally, whom it might be apprehended would join 
the Duke of Savoy; but it was to be conſidered, 
that the reigning King of Spain was a young man, 
without experience or abilitics for war, ſufficient] 
employed in reducing his own ſubj &ts, and wholly 
uided by a miniſter as little inclined to war as him. 
fel, by the natural turn ot his diſpoſition, and a 
deſire of keeping in his own hands the mon 
which muſt be conſumed by war; and, laſtly, that 
he bore no good-will to the Duke of Savoy, and 
was convinced, as well as all Europe, that the King 
demanded only a reſtitution of what belonged to 
him: that this war would appear a mere difference 
between the King and the Duke of Savoy, or ra- 
ther an effect of the intoxication of the latter, occaſi- 


oned by an ill-grounded preſumption, and the in- 


trigues carried on in his favour in the council of 
France: and this preſuppoſed, the ſucceſs of the war 
depended upon its being purſued with expedition. 
I maintained to the Chancellor, that, with four thou- 
ſand men this year, the King would gain greater ad- 
vantages, than with thirty thouſand the next: but 
I did not neglect to prove to him, that his Maj-fty 
was not ſo unprovided as he imagined; at leaſt, that 
he ſhould not want for two things, which, in the 
offices I held, it depended upon me to furniſh him 
with, that is, money and artillery. Bellievre was fo 
far from being convinced by my arguments, that he 
left me with chagrin: the event will ſhew who had 
the beſt reaſons on-his ſide. 
The Duke of Savoy ſeeing that, contrary to his 
| Expectation, 
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expectation, a French * army was ready to fall 
upon him, had recourſe to his uſual artifices, to 
prevent, at leaſt, any act of hoſtility before the 
winter was begun. He ſent deputy after deputy to 
his Majeſty at Lyons; ſometimes he appeared will. 
ing to perform the agreements, ſometimes he elu- 
ded them by ſpecious reafons, and at other times, 
he propoſed advantageous projects for his Majeſty, 
and continued to impoſe upon this Prince fo com- 
pletely, that Henry, believing he ſhould be under 
no neceſſity to go farther than Lyons, ſtaid there 


Book XI. 


much longer than he ought to have done. While 


J continued with Henry in this city, I guarded him 
againſt the ſubtletics of the Duke of Savoy ; but, as 
ſoon as I left him to return to Paris, to haſten, as 
I have faid, the preparations for war, the King 
was ſo effectually - deccived by the Duke's pretend- 
ed ſincerity, that he wrote to me to ſuſpend my 
cares; for every thing was ſettled in an amicable 
manner. | 

In effect, the Duke of Savoy had agreed to all 
that was demanded of him, but this was a mere 
verbal agreement, and propoled, that hoſtages 


ſhould be given on each fide; a very proper ma- 


nagement to delay the performance of his word, 
by the time that was necclarily taking up in na— 
ming thoſe hoſtages, and ſending them to each o- 
ther. I wrote to the King very freely my opinion 
of this pretended accommodation, and did not 


ſcruple to diſobey his orders, by forwarding the 


ammunition +, and came in perion to Montargis, 


He was encouraged, it is ſaid, by certain idle predictions of 
aſtrologers, who gave out, that, in the month of Auguſt. there would 
be no King in France: a thing that proved very true, ſay+ Peer 
fixe, for at that time he was victorious in the heart of Savoy. 

+. Matthieu, in the account which he gives of this expedition 
into Savoy, beſtows, in ſeveral places, high encomiums on the 
Duke of Sully, and in a great meaſure aſcribes to liim the honours 


from 
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from whence I ſent my baggage up the Loire, in- 
tending to ride poſt myſelk. Here it was that J re- 
ccived a letter from the King, which contained on- 


ly theſe few words, “ You have gueſſed truly: the 


© Duke of Suwoy has deceived us; come to me as 
« {oon as pofſible, and negle& nothing that may 
« be neceflary to make him ſenſible of his per fidy.“ 

vas informed more particularly of all that had 
paſſed, by a letter from Villeroi. The King had 
{cat for Roncas, from whom he had received fo 
little ſatisfaction in the explanation he demanded 
of him, that, reſolving to preſs him in ſuch a 
manner as to leave him no ſubterfuge to have re- 
courſe to, the Savoyard-deputy at length betrayed 
himſelf by his equivocations, which threw the King 
into ſo great a rage, that he would hear no more, 
and inſtantly took his rout towards Chamberry; 
and it was from this place that the above-mention- 
ed billet was dated. His Majeſty imagined, that 
this city would ſurrender at his approach, and that 
he ſhuuld not be at the trouble of inveſting it; but 
in is he was miſtaken. 

This interval was employed by the King in oli. 
citing his marriage with the Princeſs Mary of Me- 
dicis; and this negotiation, which was highly plea- 
fing to the Pope, was of ſervice to the King, in 
hindering his Holineſs from taking any part in the 
affairs of Savoy. D'Alincourt, whom his Maje- 
ſty had ſent to Rome on this occaſion, obtained all 
that he demanded ; the marriage was concluded 


on, and nothing now remained but to ſend ſome 


perſon to Florence, to ſolemnize it by proxy. Bel- 
legarde earneſtly ſolicited for this honour z but all 
he could obtain was to be the bearer of the procu- 
ration, Which was given to the Duke of Florence. 
While this ceremony was per forming in Florence“, 


see the whole account of it in La Chrenolagie Septennaire, 
ann 1600, 


Vol. II. | E e Henry 
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44 Henry thought it neceſſary to appear wholly taken 

- #4 . 1 

iq} up with balls, plays, and entertainments ; how. 

"4p ever, that did not hinder him from laying out no 

1 

8 


leſs aſſiduouſly the whole plan of the campaign; 
he ordered Leidiguieres to take an exact view of 
the caſtle of Montmclian; and upon his report, 
that with twenty pieces of cannon, and twent 
thouſand diſcharges, it might be taken, he reſol. 
ved to attack it. He likewile cauſed that of Bourgen. 
Breſſe to be reconnoitred by Vienne and-Caſtenet, 
who were with me; and it being their opinion that 
the place might be carried, it was reſolved to en— 
deavour the taking of theſe two cities by petard, 
and in the ſame night; and in proper time beſiege 
the two citadels in form. Marechal Biron, to 
whom his Majeſty committed this enterprile, gave 
the expedition ot Montmelian to Crequy, and re- 
ſerved that of Bourg to himſelf. 

The King had, without knowing it, pitched up- 
on him, amongſt all. his general officers, who was 
the leaſt likcly to give ſucceſs to the enterpriſe, Bi- 
ron was at that time deeply engaged with the Nuke | 
of Savoy. It is thought that his treaty might have 
been at leaſt rough-drawn or ſketched out by this 
time, He ſent word to Bouvens, the governor of 
Bourg, to be upon his guard, and informed him 
of the night and the hour when it was deſigned to 
ſurpriſe kim. All this was afterwards proved. But 
what is ſingular enough, this treachery did not bin— 
der the taking of Bourg, and on the fame night 
that it had been reſolved to attack it, 

Bouvens communicated the advice he had recei- 
ved to the garriſon and inhabitants of Bourg, ex- 
horted them to defend themiclyes bravely, kindled 
great fires, doubled, nay, trebled the corps-de- 
guard, and, in a word, took all poſſible precautions 
on the night that he expected to be attacked, even 
to the ſtanding centinel himſelf, Every one impa- 
tiently expected the hour mentioned in the art 
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which in reality was to be that of the attack. How- 
ever, it happened that Marechal Bron, who was 
himſelf at the head ot his troops, either to give the 
governor mores time, or to render the enters 
priſe impoſtiole to be executed, or perhaps by mere 
chance, took a road fo far about, that inſtead of 
midnight, it was break of day when he appeared 
before Bourg. He would then have perſuaded his 
oflicers to deter till another time an attempt which 
at ſuch an hour was very improper. But his opts 
nion was fo ſtrongly oppoled by Saint- Angel, 
Chambaret, Louſtrange, Vienne, and particularly 
by Caſtenet, who had undertaken to fix the petard 
in open day, even though the baſtions ſhould" be 
filled, and iikewite by Boeſſe, to whom his Majeſty 
had promiſed the government of it; that Biron, 


fearing leaſt he ſhould incur the imputation of 


cowardice, and beheving that the defiga would mif- 
carry, was obliged to conſent to it. 

Vhe affur turned out quite otherwiſe: the gar» 
riloa and the citizens having been upon the wach 
till two, three, and even tour o'clock, were of o- 
pinion that the enterprile was blatted, or that it 
was merely imiginary; and when day appeared, 
went to breaktatt, and to refreſh themſelves with 
fl-ep; leaving the care of gaarding the walls to 
tone centinzis, who being oppretied with flzepz 
acquitted themſelves very ill of the charge. Calte» 
net, with three faithful men whom 1 had given 
hin, advanced as far as the counterſcarp, with 
each a petard in his hand, followed by twelve men 
well armed, and of tricd bravery : the centinel 
cried, © Who goes there ?“ Caltenet, whom I had 
inſtructed, anſwered, that they were friends of 
the'city, who were come to advertiſe the governor, 
that ſome troops had appzarcd at the diltance of 
two thoutind paces, and were gone back: he 
added, that he had much more to ſay to Monſieur 
Bouvens from the Duke of Savoy; and delired tue 

Ee 2 {oldier 
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k | It 
ſoldier to go and inform him of it, that the gate 
might be opened. The centinel quitting his poſt wh 
to go to the governor's houſe, Caſtenet, without loſs - tl 
of time, advanced to the gate, and fixed his perard, bed 
which carried off the draw-bridge, and made a g 
breach, through which, the ditches not being very b 
deep, twelve men, by the help of ſhort ladders, en- 0 
tered immediately, and after them the whole army. j 
All this was executed with ſuch rapidity, that the d 
city was filled in a moment with our men, and P 
Buuvens had only time enough to retire precipitate. A 
Iy with his garriſon, into the citadel, d 
The town of Montmelian “ was taken in the 0 
ſame manner; and Chamberry, by his Majeſty's 8 
orders, was inveſted; the citizens, full of terror, 8 
thought not of defending the town, but fortified 5 


themſelves in the caſtle, where at firſt they made 
a ſhew of reſiſtance; however they capitulated i 
the next day, being intimidated by a battery of 1 


eight pieces of cannon, the fire of which they durſt 1 
not ſtand. By the order his Majeſty cauſed to be a 


obſerved, there was not the leaſt violence commit- 
ted. The French ladies, who followed their huſ— i; 
bands in this expedition, ſettled at Chamberry; 


and the next day, after the reduction of it, my wite I 
gave a ball to the principal ladies of the town, . 
where all appeared as gay as if it had not changed 5 
its maſter. - 

After this, the King ſent me to Lyons, to give ; 
orders for the furniſhing and conveyance of the I 
ordnancez and commanded me to viſit, in this 5 
journey, the citadels of Saint Catharine, Seiflet, * | 
Pierre-Chatel, VPEcluſe, and other fortreſles of , 
Breſſe, particularly the caſtle of Bourg: he order: f 

* Conſult likewiſe, on all theſe military expeditions, De Thon, L 
Matthieu, and L. (hron:logie Septen. ann. 1600, in which Sully < 


i mentioned with great honour, Sec likewile, tom. 1. Me de 
B fompierre. 
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ed me likewiſe to provide a quantity of gabions, 
three feet in heigata. and nine in width; upon 
which I an{wered him, that ſuch gabions were 
only proper to make an inclofure for theep newly 
bought up in the country. The King, on his fide, 
in the mean time, went to poſſals himſelf of Con- 
fans, Miolens, Montiers, Siint-Jacome, Saint-John 
de Morienne, aa Saint. Michael : not one of theſe 

laces held out againſt the cannon, The taking of 
Miolens reſtored liberty to a man who had been 
detained in the priions there fifteeu years. Feugeres 
brought him to me on account of the Gagularity 
ot a prediction that had been made him, upon the 
duration of his captivity, and the pzrioa by whom 
he thould be delivered; which was found to be 
exactly fulfilled, 

I lztr Ly one, to execute the commiſſion his Ma- 
jeſty had given me *, I reached Villars by diuner- 
time, and h in the evening, where 1 was rea 
ceived and tre. sd with great politeneſs by Mire- 
chal Bron. When he found that 1 came to take 
a view of the citadel, he ul:d his utmoſt endeavours 
to diu ide me from it; repreſenting to me, that 
I <cxpvicd' mylelt ro evident danger. 
taialy right : the enterpriſe was full of hazard; 
but 1t was becaule this Marechal, having failed in 
his attempt to hinder me from exscuting my de- 
lipn, had given tac enemies, (for 1 cannot think o- 


ther ite), tuch exact informations, that where ever 
L preſented myſelt L found a battery againſt. me. 
Notwithſtanding this, I continuzd there ni »ht and: 


day, till 1 had haithed all my Obfervations. 
Biron, w 


In. che Upper Breſſe. 
E. e 3 


He was cer- 


way probably nad expected that I. thould: 
Pay dear for my curiouty, finding that Lhad elcaped,, 
laid other ſnares for me: on tae day, taat I Cas 
to leave Bourg and return to Lens, I. receive 
advice, that a party of the eaemy,, coniiiting; 
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of two hundred men, had arrived at a caſtle near 
the place where I was to lodge that night. I took 
norice of it to Biron, who then had none of that 
obliging ſolicitude for my ſafety which he had di. 
covered before, and treated the information as a 
Jeſt ; which raiſed my ſuſpicions. I aſked him for 
an eſcort of ſoldiers; which he excuſed himlclf 
from granting, telling me, that he would commit 
this care to his own guards: but he privately order. 
ed them to return, and leave me at Villars, which 
they did, notwithſtanding my intreaties to the con- 
trary, as ſoon as I alighted at Villars, and my mules 
were unladed. The deſign of this proceeding ap— 
peared now but too plain. I ordered my mules to 
be loaded again, and travelled four leagnes farther, 
nor ſtopped till I came to Vimy, where I thought 
myſelf in ſafety. My ſuſpicions that Biron had 
undertaken to deliver me up to the Duke of Savoy 
were changed to a*ertainty, when I learned, that 
three hours after I had left Villars, the two hundred 
men came and ſtormed the houſe I had been at, and 
T:emed very much concerned that they had miiled 
their blow, 

A courier from his Maj:ſty waited for me at 
Lyons; his buſineſs was to get a train of artillery 
to force Conflans, the only one of thoſe little 
towns which the King had attacked that made any 
reſiſtance, and which ſurrendered immediately at 
the approach of the cannon. The King, whom [ 
went to viſit at Saint-Pierre d' Albigny, told me, 
that he was afraid he ſhould not accomplith fo ea- 
lily his defigns upon Charbonnieres and the caſtle 
of Montmelianz and ſeemed to make ſome dith- 
culty about undertaking thoſe fieges at the approach 
of winter. I aſſured his Majeſty, that inſtead of five 
months (for ſo long he imagined the fiege of Mont- 
melian would laſt) it might be ended in ſo many 
weeks, provided that during that time the works 
were carried on with. vigour, The King gave 7 
credl 
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credit to what I ſaid on this head, and after I had 


left him, ſaid to my brother and La-Varenne, that 


my enemies would take advantage of my preluinp- 
tuous manner of talking. However, the attention 
with which I had examined the weak parts of this 
caſtle, which had apparently eſcaped the obſervation 
of others, convinced me that I had not advanced 


any thing lightly, 


'Che next day, the King taking a journey to 
Grenoble, left the command of the army in his 
abſence to me. During this time, I no longer em- 
ployed mylelt in oblerving Montmelian, under the 
cannon of which we were, but in forming the plan 
of the out-works, and of the difpoſition of thoſe 
batteries with which I expected to carry the fort, I 
went afterwards to the King at Grenoble, who had 
paſſed his time in deliberating with his council up- 
on this enterpriſe, which he had forbid me abſo- 
lutely to begin in his abſence. I inſiſted again upon 
the reaſonableneſs of undertaking it; and again 
found the tame oppoſition. I know not whether 
it was through enmity to me, or attachment to the 
Duke of Savoy, that the Count of Soiflons, the 
Duke d'Epernon, La-Guiche, and miny others, 
appeared 10 unrcalonable : amongſt all the counſel- 
lors, only Mefficurs de Leſdeguieres and de Crequy 
were of my opinion. I laid the plan I had juſt fi- 
niſhed upon the table, and went out, ſay ing, that 
while they deliberated whether Montmelian ſhould be 
attacked, I would go and put myſelf in readineſs to 
take it; and in the mean time would fall upon 
Charboanieres, that the example of this fort, for 
the taking of which 1 demanded only eight days, 
4 teach them what to expect from Montme- 

lan, 

Accordingly, I laid fiege to Charbonnieres, 
where IL ſuttered incredible fatigues z the firſt 
dithculty was to bring the cannon to bear on the 


place; the only road that led to it was extremely 
narrow, 
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narrow, bordered on one fide by the river Arc, 
of which the bank was all along perpendicularly 
ſteep, and on the other by impracticable rocks: 
they could with difficulty travel a league a-day, 
becauſe they were every moment obliged to un- 
harneſs the cannon, one of the wheels almoſt at 
ways running over the fide of the precipice, We 
were certain at leaſt of tavourable weather ;, for in 
this climate it is generally fair during the autumn; 


however, there now fell ſuch violent rains that 


the road was all under water, and -the eight days, 
which I had thought ſufficient for the taking the 
place, had been almoit whelly conſumed in bring» 
ing up the carriages. This was my. excule in the 
council, againſt the malicious remark. which boa 
Count of Soiflons and others did not fail to make 


upon the promiſe l had given. The King, who: 


that moment locked at me attentively, perceiving 
that my face was very red, and all overipread. 
with pimples, ran to me, and vnbuttening my 
cloaths, examined. my neck. and breait, crying, 
% Ah! my friend, you are very ill.“ He fent im- 


mediately tor Du Laurens, who, after examining, 
tholc pimples, ſaid, that by bleeding, and t:king a. 


little carc of my ſeif, they would be removed. I had, 


indeed. overheated myſelf wich labour; and, when. 


in a violent ſweat, had been wet quire through my 
clothes with the rain, without perceiving it, I was 
bled as -toon- as | got to my quarters, which were 
at Scmoy: the King bad his at Rochette, from 
whence he lent Ihbermes the next day, to know 
how I: was; and was greatly ſurpriſed to hear that 
his meffenger had. found. me on horicback, viſiting. 
my batteries. 


Before 1 erected them, I was willing to take ai 


more exact view of the place, beginning wich Ai- 
. guebelle, for that was the name of. the little city 
at the foot of the fort. It ſeemed to me that 1 was 
known every where, and that there was a general: 
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conſpiracy againſt me; for, as often as I appeared 
in vicw, a volley was diſcharged upon me. The 
rock upon which Charbonnieres is ſituated, appear- 
ing inacceflivle on all fides, and not to be taken 
by the cannon, I was greatly affhicted: however, 
examining it more narrowly, I thought that I had 
found out a part, where what ſeemed on the out- 
ſide a natural rock, might probably be a place fill- 
ed up with earth covered with green turf. I re- 
preſſed the joy this diſcovery gave me, till the 
night atforded me an opportunity of being convinced 
of it, T approached very near the wall, being fas 
voured by the darkneſs of the night, and was tranſ- 
ported with joy, when, upon trying the ground 
with my pike, I found that it went down as I deſi- 
red, and that this baſtion was ſuch as I had believed 
it to be. I was no longer in doubt on what fide I 
ſhould batter the fort, and no difficulty now re- 
mained, but to find out ſome place proper for e- 
recting theſe batteries; for Charbonnieres is, in- 
deed, ſurrounded with mountains that command 
the town, but ſo ſtcep that a man can hardly aſ- 
cend them on foot. I began again to creep along 
thele mountains, which in reality had a terrible 
appearance, and al} ſeemed wholly inacceſſible to 
the cannon, except one, upon the dechvity of which 
I faw a road where it was not impoſſible but ſome 
pieces of cannon might be heaved up by main 
ſtrength. Unfortunately the accels to this road 
was by another which paſſed ſo near the fort, that 
they might p.lt us from thence with ſtones, 

This was another obſtacle which did not, hows» 
ever, cool me in my attempt. I choſe out two 
hundred French, and as many Swils, to each of 
whom I promiſed a crown, provided they could, by 
this road, bring up lix cannon, which I gave them, 
and mount them upon an eminence that þ pointed 
Out to them. I pitched upon a very dark night 


do this work, recommending to them particulariy, 
to 
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to make as little noiſe as poſſible 3 and to prevent 
the beſieged from obſerving it, cauſed horles and 
carmen to advance in the oppolite roads, whoſe 
cries and the ſmacking of the whips, drew all the 
enemy's fire to that ſide; but with no effect, for theſe 
carts were covered, in their march, by trees, ga- 
bions, and even by the walls, while my men that 
were employed in forcing up the cannon, eſcaped 
the notice of the beſieged, who were deatened with 
the noiſe of their own fire. I appointed La-Vallee 
lieFtenant of the ordnance in Britany, and other 
officers, to watch over and encourage my men in 
this uncommon method of carriage. It rained ſo 
violently, that La-Vallee and the reit of the oficers 
left their poſt to go to ſupper, and the folders 
their cannon, when they were got about half way, 
This was what I had expected; and having taken 
that road, I mer them in their retreat, and gave 
them a ſevere reprimand, threatening them that 
they ſhould have no pay for three months, and 
brought them all back that inſtant to their taſk, 
which they reſumed, and the cannog again began 
to move. I did not quit them till fiw them out 
of danger, which did not happen without receiving 
ſome check, their delay at length occationed their 
being dilcovered, and tix were Killed and cight 
wounded, | | 

1 gat back to my quarters while it was yet dark, 
ſoaked through with the rain, and ſo dilguiſed 
with dirt, tiiat | was not to be known, but tull of 
Joy that my tix pieces of cannon were out of dan— 
ger, though not yet upon the top of the rocks. I 
{t-pr an hour, ard breaktalted, and, returning ts 
my work, met La-Vallee, who, not Enowing what 


L had done, began to value himſelt upon the per- 
formance of the night. Ihe reproaches T loaded 
kim with, while 1 contradicted what he faid, 
©uZht to have covered him with confuſion 3 but 
he was the moſt undaunted liar 1 ever knew. 
« What? 
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« What | you have been there then, ſaid he, with- 
© gut the ſmalleſt diſcompoſure. Well, 1 fincerely 
« confeſs I am a fool.” © You are fo, indeed, 
« (replied I), and ſomething worſe; but avoid 
« ſuch a behaviour for the future, and repair 
« your fault,” It was not doubted, but the be- 
ſieged would endeavour to make themſelves amends 
for their being ſurpriſed z which did not hinder 
the cannon, by the mere force of my mens labour, 
without any aſſiſtance from the hortes, from being 
placed upon the rock at nine o'clock, where, durin 
that time, I had made proviſion of gabions, planks, 
and every thing that was neceſſary to make platforms 
there, | 
But, when the gabions came to be filled, no 
earth was to be found within half a league of the 
place: all that could be got in this ſtubborn 
ground was ſtoney, and could not be uſed tor mak- 
ing port-holes and plitforms, without running the 
danger of laming all who were employed in the 
work. The oflicers, for want of this uſual de- 
fence, ſecing themſelves expoſed to the whole fire 
of the place, came in great. conſternation, to ac- 
quaint me with the condition they were in. 1 told 
them, without any appearance of emotion, that 
they ſhould begin directly the paliſado, which I 
had ordered them to erect along the borders of the 
rocks, making it very high and thick, to deprive 
the enemies, at leaſt of the fight of the cannon, 
which, otherwiſe, they would be able to diſmount; 
and this was performed immediately, thele moun- 
tains being almoſt all covered with wood. To 
lupply the reſt, I ordered the carpenters, and 
pioneers of the army, to cut down two hundred 
large beech-trees, which were cleaved into billets, 
ſome round to fill up the gabions, others ſquare, 
to make a ſecure lodgement for the fix pieces of 


cannon; and the better to conceal their laſt ſitua- 


tion irom the enemy, to which the branches ot the 
paliſado 
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paliſado greatly contributed, -I contrived that 
there ſhould be on each fide ſeveral openings 
filled with baſkets of earth: upon which the 
enemy made a continual fire; without know. 
ing at what part of the paliſado the artillery 
was placed, till the moment when we were pre. 
pared to diſmount the battery of the fort, and 
throw down the paliſado by which our cannon had 


been concealed. At two o'clock in the afternoon, 


this work was completed; and about an hour after. 
ward his Majeſty came to viſit it, and embracing 
me, aſſured me of the ſatisfaction it pave him. He 
ſaw no obſtacle that ſhould hinder vs from begin- 
ning to batter the place I repreſented to him, that 
it was ſtill neceſſary to delude the beſieged till night: 
this Prince ſubmitted to my opinion, but the Count 
of Soiflons, D'Epernon, La-Guiche, and Villeroi, 
who attended him, making obſervations that his 
cannon was pointed againſt a rock, on which it 
would be uſeleſs to loſe more time, Henry came to 
me and faid that he would have them fire, that in- 
ſtant, ſome vollics upon the oppoſite ravelin ; again 
I conteſted this point with him, and perhaps with 
rather too much heat; for it gave me great uneaſi- 
neſs to ſce a work, that had coſt me fo much la— 
bour, likely to be ruined by too much precipitation, 
My refiſtance put Henry into a paſſion, and he a- 
gain, and in a very abſolute manner, commanded 
me to obey him, even adding, that I had forgot 
he was the maſter. © Yes, Sire, (replied I imme- 
« diately), you are the maſter, and ſhall be obey- 
dc ed, though at the expence of ruining every thing.“ 
I cauſed the paliſado to be thrown down, and gave 
orders that they ſhould fire, but I would not be a 
witneſs of it, and withdrew in great diſcontent. 
As the guns were not aimed, every body took 
upon them to direct them according to his own 
mind, but no one hit the right place, After a 
- | hundred 
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hundred ineffectual diſcharges, the King ſent La- 
Gueſle for me, to complain to me of the faults of 
my batteries. I replied, that I intreated his M1. 
jeſty would excuſe me; for, it being now ſunſet, it 
was no longer time to undertake any thing. His 
Majeſty ordered the firing to ceaſe, and eveiy one 
withdrawing, I came and lay in the midſt of my 
batteries, which I cauſed to be completed during 
the remainder of the night, notwithſtanding the 
rain that fell in great abundance. The beſieged, on 
their ſide, laboured as hard, and were not without 
ſome apprehenfions that they ſhould find the place, 
to which they gave the moſt attention, defective: 
I judged ſo by the fires and candles which I faw 


: lighted up in the fort, and contented myſelf with 
it interrupting their ſecurity, by firing ſome diſchar- 
i, ges from time to time. 
is At the break of day, there aroſe ſo thick a fog, 
it that, at fix o'clock, the fort could not be ſeen: 
to this unlucky accident gave me great uneaſineſs, be- 
1 cauſe all my batteries were ready; and I had 
in boaſted over-night, that I would take Charbon- 
th nieres the next day. I fancied, however, that the 
ſi agitation of the air, occaſioned by the cannon, 
la might poffibly diſperſe the fog, and I cauſed ſome 
n. vollies to be fired. Either by chance, or by a na- 
tural effect, that which I had jcſtingly propoſed, 
ed ſucceeded almoſt beyond my hopes. No ſooner” 
rot had the reſt of the artillery anſwered the cannon 
hes from the top of the mountain, than the fog wholly 
ey- difſipated. The beſieged had been all night em- 
o.” ployed in erecting a battery of four pieces of can- 
ive non over againſt my fix, which the imprudence 
e a committed the day before had diſcovered to them, 
nt. and which, at that inſtant, they endeavoured to 
ok diſmount. 1 found that there was no time to be 
wn given them, and cauſed a piece to be pointed di- 
r a rectly oppoſite to their port-holes, which rendered 
red two of their four cannons uſeleſs, killed one gun- 
Vol. II. F £ _ 
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ner, and wounded two others: but this did not 
happen till after their diſcharge had killed, on our 
ide, ſix gupners, and two pioneers, and at length 
made Gur pieces uſeleſs, till they were diſlodged 
from thence. | | 
The King ran thither, upon the noiſe, at nine 
o'clock, and ordered his dinner to be brought to a 
place which I had contrived in fuch a manner, 
that he might ſee every thing that paſſed with— 
out danger, This was an incloſure made with the 
largeſt trees, laid at their length one upon another, 
in the form of a rampart. I ſhewed his Majeſty 
the bodies of thoſe that had been juſt killed, and 
made him ſenſible, that this was the conſequence of 
the bad counſel that was tollowed the day before, 
I did not ſay this without defign, perceiving that 
the ſame perſons continued ſtill to find fault with 
my work, and to prejudice his Majeſty againſt me. 
I-did not ſuffer myſelf to be at all diſcompoſed with 
their obſervations, and told them haughtiily, that, 
not having yet eat any thing, though I had la- 
boured hard all night, I would leave the place free 
to any of them that were deſirous of playing the 
grand maſter of the ordnance, but that, at my re- 
turn, if they did not permit me to order my bat- 
teries as I plealed, I would abandon them entirely. 
My table, as grand maſter, conſiſted of forty co- 
vers, and was placed under a kind of halt arch, 
formed by nature in the rock, and hung with ivy. 
The King ſent me a large trout-pye, which was 
ſent him trom Geneva. My dinner was ſoon over, 
and I went again to intreat his Majeſty, that he 
would ſuffer me to perform the duties of my em- 
ployment alone, and renewed my promiſes that I 
would make him maſter of Charbonnieres that day. 
The King replied, that he would be contented if it 
was taken in three days: upon which La-Gueſle 
faid, that if he was in the place, he ſhould know how 
to hinder it from being takerrin a month, Go = | 
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then, ſaid Ito them all, fatigued with their imper- 
tinence, and if Ido not hang you all to day, let mg 
paſs for a boilter. | | 
The King then withdrew into his incloſure, and 
delivered me from the i;nportunate preſence of his 
courtiers for three hours, which he paded in wait- 
ing for his dinner, at table, and in furveying the 
park of artillery. Ac the end of this time, I faw 
him cone back with the Count of Soidons, to 
whom he ſaid loud enough for mz to hear, “ Phis 
« place will not be tag: u to-day.” The Count 
anlwered, with great complaiſance, That his Maje- 
ſty, who had more knowledge of war than any 
perſon whatſoever, ought to make ule of his au- 
thority to force me to obzy, inſtead of waſting, 
tine in battering a rock, which could not be hurt 
by the cannon, I had my revenge that inſtant, 
The King came jult at the time that the enemy beat 
a parley, and the li-utenaat. of the place came out 
to treat with me. I intreated his MaF:ſty to have 
no part in the capitulation; and T told the lieute- 
nant that he might go back again, for I was reſol- 
ved that the garriſon thould furrender at diſcretion. 
The heutenaart returned with a perſonated boldueſs, 
laying that there were {till two hundred men in the 
fort who were able to hold it out eight days longer. 
H:ncy withdrew, leaving Leidiguieres and Ville- 
roi with me, who perluaded me to accept of the 
coaditioas offered by the betieged, L21diguieres e. 
ven carried me towards the fort, to thew me that 
the enemies were not reduced to extremity, I ſtops 
ped him when he came within two or three hundred 
paces of the curtain, telling him, that it would be 
raihazls to expoſe hiqſelf to the mouth of the 
cannon of the tort; and L withdrew to a rock a 
hundred paces diſtant, which ſerved me as a ſhelter, 
while thele gentlemen very unſeafonably rallied me 
for my cautiva : but they toon changed their tone 
hen a terrible fire obliged them to follow me. 
F*F 2 The 
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The lieutenant of the fort returned a ſecond 
time, but with propoſals little different from the 
former. I ſent him back without hearing him: 
upon which Villeroi faid, that, if the city failed 
of being taken that day, he could not diſpenſe with 
himſelf from acquainting the King that it was ow- 
ing wholly to me. I pretended not to hear him: 
and, ſending the beſieged my laſt reſolutions in 
writing, ordered the artillery again to play: the 
ſecond diſcharge fer fire to the powder of the be- 
lieged, and killed twenty or twenty-five of their 
med, and fix or ſeven women; at the third, the 
little ravelin fell down entirely, and they could no 
longer bring any afliſtance to the breach, becaule 
the cannon, {weeping along a low path that led to 
It, at every fire deſtroyed ſome of their beſt fol- 
diers. This made them reſolve to beat a parlcy once 
more, which I pretended not to hear, although I 
ſaw their drummer carried up in the air at che 
heighth of twelve feet, by a cannon-ball which en- 
tered the ground where he ſtood, but did him no 
other hurt, The beſieged then held up a pike, 
with a flag faſtened to the top, crying out that they 
furrendered, and implored us to ceale firing. Yet 
the artillery continued to play, till the enemics, 
holding out their hands over the breach to our 
ſoldiers, I was afraid ſome French would be killed 
amongſt them. 1 then mounted my norie, and en- 
tered ine city on full gallop, It was lawful to treat 
it as one carricd by atJault : but that heart mult be 
wholly impenetrable to compaſſion, that could not 
be ſoftened by a fight ſo truly pitiable as now pre- 
ſented itſelf: it was the women, the wounded, and 
thoſe that were ſcorched by the fire, who came and 
threw themſelves at my fect. I never in any other 
place beheld the ſex ſo lovely as in this city, nor 10 
finiſhed a beauty as one woman in particular who 
came to implore any mercy: inſtcad of executing 
my threat, to hang all the inhabitants, I gave the 

: | lame 
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ſame conditions I had offered at firſt, and cauſed 
the garriſon to be conducted to a place of ſecurity 
which I had. appointed: tor them. wn 
Notwithſtaadiog this ſucceſs with Charbonnieres, 
L {till found great oppoſition in the council to my 
ropoſal of attacking the caſtle of Montmelian. 
Ine debate ran very high: “ Take care what you 
« do,” ſaid his Majeſty to me, prejudiced: by the 
great number that diſapproved of the attempt, 
« for it we are obliged to raiſe the ſiege, every one 
« will exclaim againſt you, and I poſſibly ſhall be 
« amongſt the firſt.“ They were not ſenſible at. 
that time what a ſtrong train of artillery, well con- 
ductcd, was able to do at a ſiege: what had happened 
at Charbonnieres had lo confirmed me in my opk 
nion o that head, that I did not {cruple to engage 
that I would carry Montmelian in five weeks, as I 
had already promiſed in a former council: I ſtipu- 
lated. only for one condition, which his Majeſty 
could not deny me, becauſe he had accepted it, 
without its being named, and this was, that he: 
ſhould not be preſent at the fiege. I foreſaw that 
it would be very bloody. I produced a plan of the: 
fortreſs, and of the attack; and every one agreeing, 
that I ſhould make the attempt, I laid fiege to the 
caſtle of Montmelian.. | | 
This caſtle is ſituated on à rock almoſt” as hard 
as that of Charbonnicres, and ſo high that it com- 
mands the whole country about it; ſteep and in- 
acceſſible on all ſides except that next the city, 
where the aſcent is leſs difficult, but on which, to- 
make amends, there runs à ditch, cut in the rock 
itſelf, and which muſt have been done with infinite 
labour with the point of a ſharp» chiflt] ;. befides 
which, there were three baſtions, thar could neither 


be ſapped nor undermined, their foundations being. 


of rock itſelf, almoſt impenetrable, and above a toiſe 
and a half deep. The country is ſtrewed with ſeve- 
pal. mountains, but ſome are ſo diſtant, that they 
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appeared to be abſolutely out of the reach of can. 
non, and the rocks that are neareſt are to ſteep and 
pointed at the top, and fo rugged and bare, that 
far from being poſlible to carry up and make uſe 
of cannon, it is difficult to believe that a man could 
climb up. The caſtle was then provided with thirt 
pieces of cannon, with powder for eight thoutand 
vollies at leaſt, a proportionable garriſon, and amu- 
nition in great abundance, 

+ The firit thought that occurred to my mind, and 
fupported it againſt obſtacles in appearance untur- 


mountable, was, that however ſolid and continued 


the rock ſcemed to be, upon which, or rather in 
which, the baſtians were railed, it was not poflible 
that it ſhould be all of equal hardneis; and it one 
part of it cnly was ever 10 little weaker than the 
Feit, the artillery I had would ſecure me the means 
of opening a paſſage through it. ln order to be 
convinced, I began to open the trenches before the 
baſtion called Mauvorin; tor otherwite it would 


have been impoſſible to have approached near e- 


nough to diſcern whether this whole mals was an en- 
tire rock, cut with a chiffel ; but the rock which we 
found even with the ground hindered us from car- 
ry ing on the trenches, 

I was obliged to have +Fecourſe to artiſice; and 


one very dark night cauſed a hut to be built with 
clay, and thatched over, very near this baſtion, and 


ſo low, that it cculd not be thrown down by the 
cannon : it was ſhot through and through with the 
ſmall arms, as ſoon as the day difcovercd it to the 
beſieged; but it was not overturned, and none of 
our men were in it, I ſuffercd the enemy to dil- 
charge their rage for ſome days upon this hut, till 
of themſelves they thould ccate to fire; which at 
le: pth they did, ſuppoſing it had been built there 
to make them ſpend their powder in vain, When 
1 found the be ſieged neglected it, I entered it in the 
night, taking no ocher arms with me but a —_ 
| Wit 
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with which, upon occaſion, I could entirely covet 
my body againſt the fire. From this hut I carefully 
examined the whole baſtion : I perceived there a 
light at the bottom, from whence | concluded that 
it was hollow, and that it was not an entire rock, 
which could be cut into fo deep. Without doubt 
the beſicged were then making lome repairs there, 
The day beginning to appear, I perceived likewiſe 
that the flank was uncovered ; and this was proof 
that it was not a ſolid rock that formed either; and 
that this flank prefented ufelf naked, and caſy to 
be pierced with the cannon. 1 was now ſatisfied, 
and had no other care but how to get out farely, 
which in broad day could not be done without dif- 
ficulty, the hut ud being above a hundred paces 
diſtant from the parapet, which was hned with 
ſoldicrs, and | had above two hundred to go before 
I could thelter mytelf. 1 tcized that moment when 
the guards being reſieved, the foldiers began to be 
careleſs, and leaving my buckler in the hut, I began 
to run as faſt as I was able: four centinels percut 
ving me, cried out, and fired upon me at the lame 
time; their muſquet-ſhort whiſtled about my cars, 
and covered me with gravel and flint. ſtones, but did 
not wound me; before the other toldiers were rea- 
dy, IJ had gained the neareſt lodgment. | 
1 had ar tirſt reſolved to place a battery of cannon 
on an eminence on the fide of the Iſcre, where 
they might be carried up more eaſily, by the help of 
ſte ps cut by the hands ot men; but naving obſerved, 
on the oppoſite ſide of the water, another eminence 
which taced the citadel, and which had this advan. 
tage, that from thence might be ſcen the road that 
led to the wells of the caſtle, and to the magazine, 
the entrance of the tower, and the guard-huule ; 
I preferred this laſt, and conſidered upon the means 
to carry up hx pieces of cannon. Ihis emiucnce 
was pcrpendicularly ſteep on all ſides but one, and 
even the fide ot the atcent was a league about; 


but 
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but this was not the the greateſt difficulty; to plant 
them there, we muſt level rocks of ſuch hardneis, 


Book XI. 


that moſt of the officers thought the enterpriſe 


ridiculous. 

The enemies were not of the ſame opinion: ag 
foon as they found that we had undertaken to maks 
a lodgment upon the edge ot the rock, they. point» 
ed ſix pieces of cannon there likewite, and made a: 
continual fire: the firſt volley was ſhot one day 
when J was giving directions about the works, wich 
my ſtaff of command in my hand, dreſſed in a green 
coat laced with gold, and a plume of green and 
white feathers upon my head. I obſerved that this 
mot had paſſed a good deal above my head, and 
that which followed it as much below: perceiving 


_ that they were going. to fire a third time, I ſaid to 


Leſine, Maignan, and Feugeres, that this would be 
between both, and that, without doubt, the beſieged 
having perceived me would take an exact aim. I. 
retired two or three ſteps behind a ſhelving part of 
the rock, from whence. | held my pike in one hand, 
faxed in the place where I had ſtood myſelf; one 
ball'threw down the. pike, the others killed three 
pioneers and two gunners, and broke ſome glatles 
and bottles that had been brought for a retrethment, 
and were placed in a hole of the rock. This acci- 
dent was related to his Majeſty, as an- inſtance of 
raſhneſs in me; and he wrote to me immediately, 
that my perſon being ſtill more neceſſary to him for 
the buſine ſs of the {late than war, he deſired that I 
would not act like a mere ſoldier. of fortune, who 


had a reputation to raiſe; and that. he would recab 


me if I diſobeyed this command. 

Henry could not reſiſt the deſire he had to ſee 
the diſpoſition of this ſiege, and wrote to me a ſe- 
cond time, deſiring I would. diſpenſe with. the pro- 


mite he had given me to the contrary, aſſuring me, 


that he would go to thoſe places only that I. ſhould 
appoint, and with. no other. attendants 8 the 
f unt 
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Count of Soiſſons, D'Epernon, Bellegarde, and 
me. U intreated him, at leaſt, to diſguiſe himſelf 
in an ordinary cloak z and, above all, to ſhun, at 
the expence of going halt a league about, a certain 
field, ſtrewed over with flint-ftones, oppofite to 
which the belieged kept a party of thirty or forty 
ſoldiers continually, armed with muſkets; and ten 
or twelve pieces ot cannon were pointed there, be- 
cauſe they knew that our men palled every moment 
through this field, @0 po to the new battery raiſed 
upon the rock. I did not doubt but that he would 
bave complied with this requeſt 3 but when he was 
upon the ſpot, he could not reſolve to ule this pre- 
cautionz and my intreaties being ineffectual, we 
marched all five in a file. Some muiket-ſhot that 
we were expoſed to at firſt, made two or three of 
the company look pale; but it was much worſe 
when we entered the field: there was, at once, ſo 
terrible a diſcharge of the heavy cannon and ſmall 
ſhot, that we ſaw ourſelves in a moment all covered 
with earth, and our ſkin ſcratched with a thower 'of 
thoſe little flint-ſtones, Henry makiog the ſign of 
the croſs, „It is now,” ſaid 1, “ that I acknows 
« ledge you to be a good Catholic.” © Let us go,” 
ſaid he, „ this is a bad place.” We doubled our 
pace, eſteeming it a fingular piece of good fortune 
that none of us were kitled, or at leaſt lamed. No 
one thougnt of returning the ſame way, but took 
the road from the mountains, where I cauſed horſes 
to be brought tor the company. 

The King was a little aſhamed of his unneceſſary 


raſhneſs, which was the caule, that ſome days atter- 


wards, when | {ent him notice that all my batteries 
were finiſhed, his Majeſty, who was then returned 
to the Tarantaiſe, having an inclination to fee them; 
ordered me to make a truce for lome hours with the 


governor, The King's curioſity being tatizh.d, I 


was ſcized with an inclination to excrt the preroga- 
tive ot a grand maſter exercifing his ofhic in the 
| royal 
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royal preſence; but as this could not be done with: | 
out a diſcharge of the artillery, which would have F 


been conſidered as an intraction of the truce, which | 
was not yet expired, to induce the b fieged to break 


5 it, I ordered ſome commiſlarics to fend certain am- | 
1.8 munitions to the battery upon the rock, which they 
1 had an occaſion for there. The enemy, who hid | 
* not loſt any part of their ficrceneſs, and probably 
5 repented of having granted the truce, cried out, 
4 that it was violated, and that they were going to p 
4 fire. Accordingly, they fired twelve or fifteen can» 
1 non- ſhot, I had given my men orders, in caſe this 5 
17 happened, to hold themſelves in readineſs to an- i 
1: {wer them immediatly by a general dilcharge. This p 
1:3 was the firſt, and attorded matter tor fcrious re- c 
1 5 flection to the beſieged, when they ſaw their tower i 
14 battered by fifty cannon; they were the firſt to des } 
4538 mand a contiauation of the truce; eſpecially when c 
1 a ſecond. diſcharge ſucceded fo rapidly. From that | 
is moment they began to alter their opinion, that the p 
ThE: citadel was impregaable, and privately {ought out t 
at ways to procure an honourable compotition, 7 
5 Iwo women were, by chance, the firſt movers a 
I ® of this accommodation. Madam de Brandis, wife 
\ to the governor of Montmelian, and then with I 
1 bim in the caſtle, amuſed. herſclt with making little Tr 
R glaſs toys and pieces of chair-work. My wife be- | 
1 ing then in the town, ſhe ſent her a pair of ecar- w 
| rings, and two chains of exquilite workmanſhip. m 
M.dam de Roſny, in return, ſent her wine and ve- T 
niſon, and defired to know if it was not poſſible for w 
them to ſee each other: they obtained permiſſion m 
for it, and paſted three afternoons together with fil 
ſuch fainiliarity, that, at length, they began to ſu 
conlider how Moaunclian might be turrcadered ſo 
The hiſtorian who has given us the life of the Duke d' Epet - ji 
non, aſciibes to him the hoavur of taking Montmelian. | * 


with 
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with honour. Each acquainted her huſband with 
the ſubject of their converſations, and we were ſo far 
from oppoling them, that they were authoriſed to 
go on, but concealed from one another that they 
had acted by permiſſion. Madam de Brandis had 
an indiſpoſition that made the country-air neceſſary 
for her. Her hufband thought he could procure, 
this favour through the interpoſition of my wife; 
and the made fo reaſonable a reprefentation to him 
of the condition to which he would be ſoon redu- | A 
ced, without being able to obtain honourable terms l 
afterwards, that he conſented to treat with me, and 
ſent me a deputation for that purpoſe. 1 diſpatche' 
ed notice of it to the King, who propoſed it to his 
council; and it was there reſolved, that a month 
ſhould be granted to the governor, after which. if 
he was not relieved, the place ſhould be ſurrender 
ed. I was very ſure that it could not hold out ſo 
long, and that it was relying too much upon the 
doubtful ſincerity of an enemy to grant ſuch condi- 
tions, I gave my opinion freely; but it was to no 
purpoſe to oppoſe a reſolution in which envy had 
as great a ſhare as fear. | 
The King did not begin to repent of having fol- 
| lowed the councils of Marechal Biron and d*Epernon ' 
rather than mine, till a little while before the expi- 


| ration of the time granted to the beſieged, a report” 
- was ſpread, that an army of twenty-five thouſand * 
| men was coming over the Alps to their aſſiſtance. 


The King aquainted me with the perplexity into 
p which this news threw him: he was determined to 
{ meet the enemies and fight them; but he was ſen- 
. ſible of the danger he ran, in leaving behind him 
0 ſuch a fortreſs as Montmelian, He atked me if by 
ſome means or other there was not a poſſibility of 
putting him in poſſeſſion of it before that time. Diffi- 
cult as it appeared, it was nevertheleſs accomplith- © 
ed, and in this manner. | | 
Lver ſince the ſuſpenſion of arms, the Count of 
| Brandis 
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Brandis ſuffered all ſtrangers to enter his caſtle who 
brought provitions and neceſſaries which the wound. 
ed, and even Madam de Brandis herielt, had oeca- 
ſion for, As there was only one gate to enter by, 
the crowd was often ſo great, that {ome blows pal. 
ed between them; for which the governor could 
not chaſtiſe them, becauſe there were a great many 
Frenchmen amongſt them, and therefore intreated 
me to apply a remedy to this inconvenience : and I 
now believed that I had found the opportunity I 
fought for. I placed a guard of fifty choſen men 
at the gate of the caſtle, commanded by officers, 
who, being informed of my deſign, accuſtomed the 
guards of the caſtle to fee them enter it at firſt three 
or four only in number, afterwards more, till at 
length, the garriſon, not daring any longer either 
to.. hinder or fire upon them, they found themiclves 
almoſt maſters of the caſtle itſelf, without giving 
them any aſſiſtance; but, on the contrary, inſtead 
of leſſening the diſorder, theſe French did all they 
could to iacreale it. Oo Oh.” 

Brandis imputed all to the licentiouſneſs of the 
ſoldiers, and complained to me of it. I told him, 
that he might fall upon all thoſe ſtrangers, whom! 
ſuppoſed to be country-people, He replied, that 
he would have done ſo, but for the great number 
of my ſoldiers that were amongſt them; and that 
rather than do them any violence, although with- 


out any intention to break the conditions, he choſe 


to contide to me the care of putting an end to 
the diſorder. I ſeemed to yield to this expedient 
(which was what | moſt ardently withed) only to 
reſtore order and quiet, and told the governor, 
that I could eafily accomplith it, if I had a guard 
within equal to that without: he conlented to it, 
and I cauſed fifty foldiers to enter; but theſe were 
not all, thirty had got in before, and a much great- 
er number had flipt in with them; I came thither 
myſelf likewiſe, with all my train; and from that 
time 
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tiwe our party was ſo ſtrong, that the fort and part 
of the tower was at our diſpoſal. 

Brandis then found the fault he had committed, 
but could repair it no otherwiſe than by ſhewing 
himſelf ſtill more generous. He came to me, and told 
me, that he conſented I ſhould take poſſeſſion of 
the tower, and that he remitted it wholly upon the 
ſecurity of my word, I refolved not to abuſe his 
confidence, and faithfully obſerved all the articles. 
I tupped and lay in the tower that night; and the 
next day after that in which I had reccived this 
commiſſion from the King, I went to tell him, that 
without any fears from Montmelian, he might 
march to meet his enemies; which he did in good 
order, and at the head of his army; but the in- 
formation he had received was found to be falſe. 

The garriſon of Montmelian marched out after 
the month was elapſed, and yielded the place to 
bis Majeſty, who commanded me to ſettle Crequy 
there with his company. The garriſon was rein- 
forced, and provided with great plenty of ammu- 
nition of all kinds. I would have perſuaded the 
King to have diſmantled this place, as it muſt un- 
doubtedly be reſtored to the Duke of Savoy in caſe 
of a peace: and to have done the ſame by all the 
other conquered fortreſſes: but the advice of the 
courtiers, who all ſeemed to be in the pay of the 
Duke, ſaved Montmelian from a treatment that 
good policy required, 

lhe myſtery of this conduct with regard to 
Montmelian, as well as many other things, was ex- 
plained two years afterwards; by the difcovery of 
ſome letters of Marechal Biron in cyphers : he 
told the Duke of Savoy, to whom they were ad- 
dreſſed, that he had obtained a month for the gar- 
riſon of Montmelian, to give him time to raiſe the 
ſiege: that he had nothing to expect from his 
friends, unleſs he made an effort to ſave this place, 
which could hold out three months longer; and 
affured him, that the reduction of it would give 
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him great concern. In the letter he wrote to this 
Prince after the caſtle was taken, he tells him, that 
his negligence in ſuccouring it had filenced the 
French lords in his party, who would have decla- 
red againſt the King, it, by advancing to join them, 
he had put it in their power to do ſo with ſafety. 
Notwithſtanding the caution he obſerved in not 
writing their names, they were all fo well deſcribed 
that it was not difficult to know them. The filence 
I keep with regard to theſe names, is only in favour 
of ſome whom the public perhaps has not tuſpected, 
Montmeliau was not yet ſurrendered, when it 
was reported in the French army, that Cardinal 
Aldobrandin, the Pope's nephew and legate, was 
on his way to come and treat with his Majefly con- 
cerning a peace and his marriage. The King ha- 
ving appointed me to go and receive his Eminence, 
with all imaginable honours,” I advanced to meet 
him with a body of 3000 foot and 500 troopers, 
all ſpruce fellows. It was not difficult for him to 
perceive, that it was the grand maſter of the ord- 
' nance who waited for him, by the manner in which 
he was received at his approach at Montmelian 
the truce affording me an opportunity to make uſe 
of the artillery of the place, as if it had -been my 
own. Upon this occafion J joined them together, 
to pay him the greater honour: the ſignal was gi- 
ven by a white flag, raiſed on the battery of the 
rock: mine began after a great fire of the ſmall 
Mot, and was anſwered by that of the caſtle, in 
ſuch a manner, that both having time to load again, 
this double diſcharge of an hundred and ſeventy 
cannons, performed with the utmoſt regularity, and 
multiplied by the echoes formed amidſt the moun- 
tains, had the nobleſt effect imaginable, though not 
in the legate's opinion, I believe, who was more 
frightened than ſoothed by an honour ſo magniti- 
cently dreadful, believing all the mountains about 
him were going to fall down, and had ſeveral times 
recourſe to the ſigu of the croſs. : 
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* be under any apprehenſion; morbieu! they will 


I carried the Cardinal to dinner at Notre Dame 
de Miens; and forwarae\ him of two things rela- 
ting to the bakacts he mentioned to me; one was, 
that he ſhould give no credit to any of thoſe per- 
ſons who would make a boat to him of their inte- 
reſt with his Myjelty ; the other, that if they pro- 
miied- him to get all the places taken from the 
Duke of davoy to be reſtored without being demo- 
lihed, he thould believe them itill leis; for he 
might be-ailured this would never happen. Alter 
this caution, I reũgucd him freely to thole ſent by 
his Majeſty to fesch him, and continucd my hotti- 
lities, by  beiegiag the citadels of Bourg aad fort 
Saint-Catherine. 

The latter was attacked before the other, at the 
intreaty of the ciuzcns of Geacva, whom the King 
was glad ot an opportuuity to oblige. Upon our 
arrival at this tort, whica is ſituated on a rifing 
ground, in an open field, ot waich it ſeems to os 
the centre, Marechal Bron, wao by caance was 
Near ine, atked me to yo that 1nitant, og horie- 
back as we were, and recunnaltre the place with 
him. I cold him taat we were too gaily dreſed, 
and had too mauy plumes on, to examine it in open 
day: tor the Marechal was mounted on a waice 
horte, and wore a large plume of feathers of the 
fame colour. | No, no,“ laid he, you need not 
© not dare to fire upon us.” „ Lt us go, then,” 
replied I,“ it you will, tor if it rains upou aue it 
„ will lprinkle upon you.” Accordingly we came 
within two hundred paces of the fort, and obler- 
ved it a long dime, white they only fired twelve or 
fitteen vollles of ſmall thot, and I believe ia the 
air, though we were about tweuty horſe: which 
ſurprited me greatly. C-rtaialy, Sir, ſaid I to 
the Marechal, „there is no one within, or they 
are allcep, or atraid of us.” The King could 
with ditlculcy. believe this, becauſe being there him- 
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him great concern. In the letter he wrote to this 
Prince after the caſtle was taken, he tells him, that 
his negligence in ſuccouring it had ſilenced the 
French lords in his party, who would have decla- 
red againſt the King, it, by advancing to join them, 
he had put it in their power to do ſo with ſafety, 
Notwithſtanding the caution he obſerved in not 


writing their names, they were all ſo well deſcribed 


that it was not difficult to know them. The filence 
I keep with regard to theſe names, is only in favour 
of ſome whom the public perhaps has not tuſpected, 
Montmeliau was not yet ſurrendered, when it 
was reported in the French army, that Cardinal 
Aldobrandin, the Pope's nephew and legate, was 
on his way to come and treat with his Majeſty con- 
cerning a peace and his marriage. The King ha- 
ving appointed me to go and receive his Eminence, 
with all imaginable honours, I advanced to meet 
bim with a body of 3ooo foot and 500 troopers, 
all ſpruce fellows. It was not difficult for him to 
perceive, that it was the grand maſter of the ord- 
nance who waited for him, by the manner in which 
he was received at his approach at Montmelian ; 
the truce affording me an opportunity to make uſe 
of the artillery of the place, as if it had been my 
own. Upon this occaſion 1 joined them together, 
to pay him the greater honour: the ſignal was gi- 
ven by a white flag, raiſed on the battery of the 
rock: mine began after a great fire of the {mall 
Mot, and was anſwered by that of the caſtle, in 
ſuch a manner, that both having time to load again, 
this double diſcharge of an hundred and ſeventy 
cannons, performed with the utmoſt regularity, and 


multiplied by the echoes formed amidſt the moun- 


tains, had the nobleſt effect imaginable, though not 
in the legate's opinion, I believe, who was more 
frightened than ſoothed by an honour ſo magnifi - 
cently dreadful, believing all the mountains about 
him were going to fall down, and had ſeveral times 


recourſe to the lign of the croſs. 
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I carried the Cardinal to dinner at Notre Dame 
de Mieas; and forwarae him of two things rela- 
ting to the balacts he mentioned to me; one was, 
that he ſhould give no credit to any of thoſe per- 
ſons who would make a boat to him of their inte- 
reit with his Majeſty; the other, that if they pro- 
miled him to get all the places taken from the 
Duke of davoy to be reſtored without being demo- 
lihed, he thould believe them ttilt leis; for he 
might be ailured this would never happen. After 
this caution, I reſgued him freely to thoſe ſent by 
his Majeſty to teich him, and continucd my hotti- 
litics, by beſiegiag the citadels of Bourg aad fort 
Saiat-Catheriae. 

The latter was attacked before the other, at the 
intreaty of the citizens of G, whom the King 
was glad ot an opportunity to oblige. Upon our 
arrival at this tort, whica is fituated on a riſing 
ground, in an open field, ot waich it feems to oe 
the centre, Marechal Biron, 'wao by caance was 
Near me, atked me to go that initant, og horie- 
back as we were, and recunnultre the place with 
him. 1 told him that we were too gaily dreited, 
and had too mauy pluines on, to exanine it in open 
day: tor the Marechal was mounted on a waite 
horle, and wore a large plume of feathers of the 
{ame colour. No, no, laid he, you need not 


be under any apprehenſion: morbien ! they will 


© not dare to fire upon us.” © Lt us go, then, 


replicd I,“ it you will, tor if it rains upon ale it 
© will tprinkle upon you.” Accordingly we came 
within two huudred paces of the fort, and obſer- 
ved it a long tune, white they only fired twelve or 
fattceea volles ot {mall thor, and LI believe in the 
air, though we were about twenty horſe: which 
lurpriied me greatly. C:rtaialy, Sir, ſaid I to 
the Marechal, ** there is no one within, or they 
are allcep, or atraid of us.” The King could 
with dilliculty. believe this, becaulc being there him- 
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ſelf the day before, with ſix horſe only, they fired 
repeated vollics at his approach; and when U re- 
turned the next morning at the break of day, on 
foot, and with no other company than Erard and 
Feugeres, I was received with ſo great a noile of 
the artillery, that the King ſent Monteſpan thither, 
believing it was a ſally, ** Whom are thele fellows 
« aiming at?” ſaid Monteſpan to me, finding no- 
body in fight. + Ar me, I believe,” replied I, 
« but I have ſeen all that I wanted to fee. How. 
ever, I gueflcd ſoon after the reaſon of that reipe& 
which they ſhewed Marechal Biron. l perceived 
that the flank of the baſtions of St Catherine were 
ſo bad, that great part of them had fallen down, 
and that the ditch was in no better a condition, I 
aſſured his Majcſty, that as ſoon as the trenches 
were carried to the extremity of the ditch, the 
place wauld ſurrender. In effect, the befieged, who 
were likewiſe in want of every-thing, demanded to 
capitulate, if they were not ſuccoured in fix days. 
After I had opened the trench, I deſired leave 
from the King to make a tour to Geneva: l arrived 
there the next day, with an hundred horte, and 
came very ſeaſonably to relieve this city from the 
terrors which the preſence of a great number of 
Catholics within their walls occalioned. Mefli urs 


de Guiſe, d'Elbeuf, d'Epernon, de Biron, de la 


Guiche, and many others, were there, with their 
ſeveral attendants. I aflured them, that his Maje- 
ſty had their intereſt at heart, and that I would not 
leave them while thoſe gentlemen continued 4. 
mongſt them: but the remembrance of the late 
perſecutions was yet too recent in the minds of the 
citizens; they could not be fatisficd till J had re- 
moved the occation of their fears; which 1 did 
that evening by ſpeaking to thoſe gentlemen, who 
all left Geneva the next day. The city de puted 
twelve ot their chief citizens, with Beza, their 
miniſter at their head, to compliment his Majeſty, 
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| aud to endeavour to obtain a requeſt that they kept 
very ſecret; this was the de nolition of fort Saint- 
| Catherine, which they were moſt ardeatly defirous 
| of. Bezau delivered himſelf like a man of ſenſe, 
; and one who kaew how to praiſe with delicacy z con- 
| gratulating the Proteſtants upon the happinels which 
; the reign of fo good a Prince promiſed them. Hen- 
5 ry thanked the deputies and the city, offering to 
beſtow upon it auy of his conqueſts which thould be 
molt convenient for itz and preventing their re» 
queſt, told them ia a low voice, that they ſhould 
have the pleaſure to be maſters. of the fate of fort 
Suint-Catherine; and that he gave them his word, 
in my preſence, (tor he held me by the hand at the 
ſame time), that no iutreaties whatſoever ſhould 
hinder him from razing it. Upon which the de- 
putics withdrew extremely well-pleafed. * 5 
His Myeſtyy at Cardinal Aldobrandin's requeſt, 
conſented that the conferences on the ſubject of a 
peace ihould be held at Lyons, aud appointed the 
Cardin du Perron, the Couſtable, the Chancellor, 
Villcroi, and Jeanmin, to treat with the legate: they 
had yet come to no agreement, when the future 
Queen“ arrived in that city. As ſoon as the King, 
| | | Was: 
* This Princeſs loft Florence on the 17th! of October, having, x 
embacked at Leghorn, and with an eſcort of ſeventeen gaileys, 
landed at Toulon; from whence ſhe came by the way of Marſeilles 
aud Avignon to Lyons, where the King arrived poſt on the gr of 
November. As foon as he alight-d ( take the following account 
fron the moſtauthentic memnirs of theſe times) the Queen haps 


* pened to be at ſupper; aud having a dete to fee her at table with - 
out being diſcovered, he went as far as the dtawiag- room which 
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e was very much crouded; but he was knowa the moment he ap- 
e peated by thoſe neateſt the door, who opened to mac e way tor him : 
as upon which his Majelty went awiy direstiy, witnout going farther, 
4 The Veen, in the mean dime, was well aware of all this, but ſtill 

gave av other ſig as than by puttiag the plates away as often as 
0 ihe was ſerved with any thing, and eat to little, that ſhe ſeemed 
qd to have lat down rather tor form's fake than to ſup: After tlie 
ir taole was removed, the returned immediately to her chamber. 

Tac King who waited only tor this, came to her chamber-duoz, 
Y 3 aud ordering A. le Grand ta go before, he kaocked to hud, that“ 


the Queen thought it mult be the King; upon this ſhe Rept for- 
G . 3 ward 
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was informed of it, he quitted his quarters, and ſet 
out in very rainy weather, riding poſt, with preat 
Part of the lords of his court. It was twelve o'clock 
. at night when we got to the bridge of Lyons, and 
waited there a full hour, wet through with the rain, 
and almoſt periſhed with cold, betore they would 
open the gate; tor his Majeſty, that he might have 
the pleaſure of ſurpriſiag the Queen, would not tut. 
fer himſelf to be named. they had not yet teen 
each other, The marriage- ceremony was performed 
without any pomp, We attended the King at fupper, 
who afterwards ditnifled us to refreth ourtelveslike- 
wile 3 and he retired to the Queen's apartment. 

His M:ij=efty*s arrival only increaſed the warmth 
with which they conteſted the articles of the peace: 
the plenipotenttaries were almoſt all in the Duke 
of Savoy's intereſt, and glad of an opportunuy to 
make their court to the legate; which was the 
cauſe that Henry thought it neceflary to make them 

ive an account df their negotiation, and feverely 
lamed the commiffioners for having exceeded the 
power that was given them. B-Jllicvre and Villeroi 
had promiſed the legate, that none ot the fortreſſes 
which had been taken fhould be demoliſhed, but 


ward at che very inſtant that M. le Grand entered the room, who 
was followed by his M. jeſty, at whoſe feet ſhe immediately thiew. 
herſelf. The King raifed ber vp, embraced her with great tender» 
meſs, and all that was polite, paſſionate, and reſpecttul, paſſed on 
both fides, After the firſt compliments were over, the King took 
ber band, and led ber to the fire-place, where he conmmnue.) talking 
with her above half an hour: he attahwrds went to ſupper, but 
eat very ſparingly. In che nean time, he br; Mad em de Nevours 
tell the Queen, that he had not provided himicht with a bed, ex- 
tecting ſhe would give him pat of hers, whi b tim that 
time was to be in common between them. Madam de Nevours 
trying this meflage to the Qu, ſhe returned tot auſwer, that 
e had come thithet only to o cy hi- Majeſty as the humbleſt of 
his ſervants. Upon this the King undtebed, and went directly 
to the Queen's chamber, who by this time was in bed. Chron, Scp* 
$ennaire, ann, 1600, where allo may he fern the particulars of the 
Queen's journey, and her ieception in the trwwns ot France, Cc. 
De Lbou, liv, 125 Maitbicu, tom. 3. P · 378. 
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t eſpecially Siint-Catherine, for which the legate par- 
t ticularly tolicited, as being the beſt, and even the 
© ouly bulwark the Duke ot Savoy had againſt the re- 
4 public of Geneva, ti-nry made then ſenüble, that 
„ their precipitation in tubicribing to an article ot this 
d importance without conſulting him, had given him 
e ſome ſuſpicion of them; and added, that in a few 
I days he would acquaint them with his intentions 
n upon that head. Then ſending for me, he told me, 
4 that the thorteit way to prevent the ſolicitation Which 
r, he expected from the legate, would be to blow up 
e. the five baſtions of the tort, and to tend word to ine 

citizens ot Geneva to come and complete the demo- 


h linvn ot it. No order was ever more exp:duiuuſly 

e: nor more etfectually executed. Fhe Gcnevors, in 

ce one night, laid this citadel even with the ground, 

o and carried away all the materials to carefully, that 

he the next day it could with difficulty have been be- 

m licvcd that there ever had been a tort in tae ꝓlace 3 

ly and at firſt the report rau, that it was deſtroyed by 

he lightaing, Waca the truth was known the legate D 

O expreſſed great reſentment at it, and did not ſcruple "mn 

es to contels, in the heat ot his pathon, that J was the 

ut only perton who had not deceived hun with fl tering 
hopes on this head, and that he had not fuffiliently , 

ho attended to my admoaitions. But his having, up- 1 

= on the faith of the commiſſioners, given very different 

* expectations to the Pope, was waat he was chicfly L 

ok concerned at. For three or tour days the negotiation - : 

ng was entirely broke off; and when it was afterwards o 

02, retum d, it was wita io much animoſity on his E uni- 1 

2 nence's part, that he rejected all the propotitions that | 

hat were made him. Thete propolitious were, that the 

gs Duke ot Savoy thould yield to the King the courſe of 

wo" | theriver Rhone and its borders: that he thouid not 

aly erect any tort within a league of, it to tavour the mn 

Ys Spaniards pailaye : that he thould leave to the repu- 8 

= blic ot Geneva the enzoyment of certain villages ipe- Wi 


citicd likewile : that Beche Daupuin “ thould be de- 
illy | * Frouticr of Dauphine. 
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moliſhed, Chateau-Dauphin reſtored: and laſtly, 
that the Duke thould pay a hundred and fifty thou. 
fand-crowns for the expences of the war. 
The King looking upon this affair as wholly im- 
practicable, through the obſtinacy of the legate, re- 
folved to carry on the war more vigorouſly than 
before, and communicated his defign ro me, which 
was to go in ſearch of the Duke of Savoy, at the 
head of his army: while I, wich the artillery, batter- 
ed the citadel of Bourg. Each of us had particular 
obſtacles to this double project, beſides the want of 
money, which was common to both. I found the 
enterpriſe on Bourg very difficult to be executed, 
the ſeaſon being now ſo far advanced: the difference 
between this caſtle and chat of Montmelian, with 
which I think it may be compared, is this, that for 
thoſe that have only ten or twelve pieces of cannon, 
Montmelian is equivalent to ten ſuch places as 
Bourg, becauſe: that the reduction of Montmelian 
depends upon having artillery ſufficient to batter the 
out - works; but for an army ſixty cannon ſtrong, 
the citadel of Montmelian is not more difficult to- 
carry than that of Bourg; becaute this laſt being 
more regular than the other, it can only be attacked 
methodically and by ſlow degrecs. Had the coun- 
ſel I gave, to attack this fort immediately after the 
ſurrender ot Montmelian, been followed, it would 
have been now in the King's poſſoſſi n. 
With regard to this Prince, his perplexity was 
occaſioned by his knowing in what manner the 
greateſt part of his gencral offi.ers conſpired with 
Spain and the Duke ot Savoy againit him: he had 
great reaſon to be apprehenſive of engaging himſelf 
i the enemy's country, if they were with him: 
Leidiguiercs was the only one on whom he could 
depend; he had lately given an inſtance of his fide- 
liy, in ſending notice by Calignon, that the Duke: 
ot Bouillon made ute ot a. man named Ondevous to 
carry on his correſpondence with the great lords 
et che kingdom, Ir is certain, that if ae 
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had been more diligent to aquit himſelf of his eom- 
miſſion, Ondevous would not have had time to e- 
ſcape as he did, and his detention might have laid 
open all the ſchemes of the {-ditious; but there is 
no appearance that this happened through the fault 
of Leidiguicres. I adviſed the King to rely entirely 
upon him, and to bind him (till cloſer to his fer» 
vice, by making him a marechal of France, and 
governor of Piedmont. As for the reſt, it was 
ealy to prevent the conſequences of their ill inten- 
tions, by giving them employments at a diſtance 
from the body of the army. * 
But the affair that appeared moſt preſſing to us 
both, being to procure a ſupply of money, it was 
reſolved that I thould ſet out for Paris in four days: 
and that I might be enabled to paſs fix entire weeks 
there, I employed theſe four days in making all the 
neceſſary preparations for the attack of Bourg, in 
paying the foldiers out of what little money remaitt- 
ed, and in providing for the ordinary as well as ex- 
traordinary expences of the King's houſehold. The 
very next day | tent away my wite and my equipages 
before me, with directions to wait for me at Rou- 
anne, where | propoſed, as ſoon as I arrived, to 
ſend them down the Loire as far as Orleans: they 
waited there for me three or four days longer, be- 
caule my meaſures were broke by the alterations 
that happened in the affair of the peace 

When I went to take leave of the King, he ad- 
vilcd me to viſit the legate allo before I ſet out, he 
having always expreſſed great eſteem for me. 1 
went to viſit him booted, my poſt-horſes waiting for 
me on the other ſide of the river, oppofite to his 
lodgings, He aſked me where I was going in that 
equipage ? „ To Italy,“ © replied I; “and I ſhall 
go with good company to kils the Pope's tour.” 
% How! to Italy?“ faid he, in great amazement 2 
no, that muit not be, Sir ; I beg you will aſſiſt 
me to reucw this peace.” | {cemed to conſent, 
in 
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in reſpect only to his mediation, the King having 
laid aſide all thoughts of it. | repeated, in a few 
words, all the principal articles that had been al- 
ready propoſed, and afterwards atked him, if he 
would give credit to what I was going to lay to 
him? Having allured me he would, I told him, 
that he might be abſolutely certain, that of theſe 
articles his Majeſty would abate none of his de- 
mands with regard to the borders of the Rhone, 


the villages in the neighbourhood of Geneva, Cha- 


teau-Dauphin, and Beche-Dauphin z becauſe I was 


well acquainted with the King's intentions in all 


theſe reſpects. He deſired to know my reaſons, 
which I excutled. myſelf from telling him, on ac- 
count of the ſhort time I had to ſtay. After walk- 
ing thoughtfully ſeveral times backwards and for- 
wards in his chamber, he aſked me, it, with the 
ſame proteſtations of ſincerity, I would aſſure him, 
that, provided he agreed to all theſe points, there 
mould be no mention made of the other. 1 told 
him, that I believed 1 might promiſe this. Upon 
which he intreated me to go and acquaint the King 
with what he had ſaid. Henry was glad to ſee me 
come back: and I returned a moment afterwards 
to the legate with full powers from his Majeſty. 


And we concluded that“ inſtant a treaty which had 


languithed fo long a time; the conditions of which 
were as follows. 

Thę Duke of Savoy, in exchange for the mar- 
quilate of Saluces, which the King ot France gave 


up, was to make a ceſſion to his Majeſiy of the for- 
treſſes of Cental, Monts, and Roquelparviere, all 


Breſſe entirely, the borders and country of the 
Rhone on both tides, as far as Lyons, except the 
bridge of Grezin; and tome pailages neceſſary tor 


* M. de Thou, Matthieu, and La Chron. Sept. agree with - 


this account, ib. anna. 10 * Sce Allo the ueaty in the Mem. de 
Nevers, tom. . p. 77S. Oc. 
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his Highneſs to enter Franche-Compte; but he wag 
not by this ceſſion to acquire a right to raiſe any 
tribute from theſe places, or to build any fort there, 
or to ferry troops over, but by the King's permiſ- 
ſion, and on condition, that for this privilege of 
paſſing the bridge of Grezin, the Duke ſhould pay 
France one hundred thouſand crowns : that he 
ſhould likewiſe reſign to his Majeſty the citadel of 
Bourg, the bailiwic of G-tz, Chateau-Dauphin 
and its dependencies, with all that could be compre- 
hended in the province of Dauphine, on this fide 
the Alps: that he ſhould likewiſe renounce the pros 
perty of Aus, Chouſy, Valley, Pont d' Arley, Seiſſel- 
Chana, and Pierre-Chatel, to the borders of Geneva: 
that the fortifications of Beche Dauphin ſhould be 
razed: that the King ſhould, on his ſide, reſtore all 
the other forts he had taken, which are not ſpecifi- 
ed here, withdrawing the artillery and ammunition 
that were then placed there. The other articles re- 
lated to criminals, and priſoners of war, that had 
fled on either fide, church-benefices, exchange of 
eſtates between private perſons, &c. It was articled 
for the Duke of Nemours, part of whoſe eſtate la 
in this country, that he ſhould not be diſturbed in 
the poſſeſſion of it, neither for the part which he 
held of the King, nor for that which he held of his 
Highneſs. + The other clauſes common to all treaties 
I thall not mention. 
Notwithſtanding this treaty was ſigned by me for 
the King, by the legate for the Pope, and the Duke 
of Suvoy's agents, yet the Duke, influenced by the 
Count of Fuentes, put off ſo long the entire conclu- 
tion of it, by his complaints and delays, that the 
King thought it neceſſary not to lay down his arms: 


he took poſt to Paris *, where he waited for the 
Duke's determinations. 


mals 
He departed, ſays Raſſompierre, one night poſt from Ly⸗ 


ons, in order to return to Paris; and embirking at Rouann? he 
| landed 
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In caſe there ſhould be a neceſſity for his return. 
ing into Savoy, he had certain meaſures to take tor 
the affairs within his kingdom, and in Paris eſpe- 
cially, at a time when every place was filled with 
malecontents. He left the Conſtable and Leidigui- 
eres till his return, with ſome good troops, upon 
that frontier; and Villeroi, and two or three other 
commiſſioners at Lyons, to conclude the buſineis of 
the peace, 

_ But his Majeſty found no occaſion to return in- 
to theſe provinces. The Duke of Savoy, after ha. 
ying long amuled himfclt with expectations from 
the diſaffe cted French lords, gave place to more 

rudent thoughts; and refleing on what he had 
already loſt by his obſtinacy, he thought bimſelf 
very happy to accept the treaty in the form already 
mentioned 3. accordingly the laſt formalities were 
added, and the peace was publiſhed at Paris and 
Turin, with the uſual ceremonics : however, the 
articles were not executed without meny difficulties 
being railed by the Duke of Savoy, which detained 
Villeroi at Lyovs part of the following year: it was 
not till then that every thing was entirely agreed to; 
and Spain, who had taken great intereſt in the 
affair, even adviſed the Duke of Savoy to comply 
with the articles of the treaty. On all theſe occa- 
fions Henry paid great deference to the Pope. He 
granted all the delays which the Duke of Savoy, 
by Count Octavio Taſſone, engaged the legate to 
demand; which was contrary to Villeroi's advice: 
but his Majeſty baving in reality obtained all that 


% landed at Briare, from whepce he came to lie at Fontainebleau, 
« avd next day dined at Vileneuve; and crofling the Seine below 
© the Tuillenes, came in the evening to \erncuil, (afterwards 
„ Scen}1s), we continued three days at Vernevil, and then came 
« to Yaris.—At length the Queen arrived at Nemours; aud the 
King, baving ice pc 1 with Gaty freſh horſes, came and car- 
rico her to Fontainebleau, where, after ſt» ying five oPſix days, 
© ſhearrived at Paris, and was accommodated with apartments at 
« the houſe ot Gondy,” Mem. de Bal om pierte, tom. 1. P. 89. E 
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he could demand; which was contrary to Villeroi's 
advice: but his Mij:ſty having in reality obtained 
all that he could demand, thought he ought not to 
oblerve too rigorouſly the manner it was yielded to 
him, nor hazard, for ſuch a trifle, a renewal of 
the war, This produced as many advantages to 
the King as any war ended in a ſingle campaign 
could poſfibly do. His Majeſty declared, that Breſſe 
{ſhould not be comprehended in the diſtrict of Ly- 
ons, but that it ſhould be re-united to Burgundy, 
and be under the juriſdiction of the court of aids 
of Paris. 

The Queen did not ſet out immediately after for 
Paris. She had brought with her, her uncle Don 
John, a baſtard of the family of Medicis, Virgilius 
Urſinus her couſin, who being brought up, while 
young, with her, had conceived hopes above his 
condition, Many more Italians of both ſexes were 
in her train; amongſt others, a young man named 
Conchini, and a girl called Leonora Galigai, who 
afterwards played a great part in France. I went 
to Paris eight days before the Queen, to make pre- 
parations for the ceremony of her entry“, which 
was performed with great magnificence. The next 
day the King brought the Queen and the whole 
court to the arſenal to dine with me: the Queen 
was attended by all her Italian ladies, who being 
pleated with the wine of Arbois, drank more of it 
then was neceflary. I had ſome excellent white 

* It does not appear that this Princeſs was complimented with 
the ceremony of a public entry into Paris. The citizens, ſays 
the Chronalogie Septennaire, would have prepared a very * 
cent one for her, and addreſſed the King tor that purpoſe; but 
his Majeſly choſe rather that the expence of the entry fhould be 
laid out on other things that were more neceſſary. It afterwards 
adds: upon her arrival at the poſtern gate of the ſuburb St Mar- 
cel, the Marquis de Roſny cauſed all the cannon of the arſenal to 
be fired three times. She was carricd in a litter along the moats 


of the city, and that day lodged at the ſuburb St Germain, at 


Gondy's houſe, and the next at Zamet's, and after that at the 
Louvre, id. | | 
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wine, that was as clear as -rock water: I ordered 
ſome decanters to be filled with it, and when the 
ladies aſked for water to temper the Burgundy, 
they were preſented with this liquor. The Kin 
ſuſpected by their gaicty, that I had played them a 
trick, This winter was wholly taken up with par- 
ties of pleaſure, on account of the King's mar. 
riage. 3 

In Flanders, this year, the war broke out with 
great violence; Prince Maurice of Orange gained 
a battle, in the month of May, againſt the Arch. 
duke Albert, in which the“ Admiral of Caſtile, 
the man on whom he chicfly depended, was taken 
priſoner, He afterwards laid ſiege to Nieuport, 
but was obliged to raiſe it. All 1 ſhall fay of the 
war between the Emperor and the Grand Seignior 
in Hungary, is, that the Duke of Mercœur was 
made licutenant-general there by his imperial Ma- 
jeſty. 1 ſuppreſs a detail of the grandeur and mag- 
nificence of the ſecular 4 jubilee at Rome, and ſhall 
conclude the memoirs of this year with an incident 
that afforded matter for much ſerious reflection 
upon duels; Breaute having þ killed his adverſary 
in ſingle combat, was afterwards afſaflinated him- 


ſelf. | 
B O OR 


This was the battle of Nicuport, chat was fought in the 
month of July, wherein the Spaniards loſt 8oco men. The 
Prince of Orange was neverthelets obliged to raiſe the ſiege of 
Nicuport and retire to Holland. Ihe greateſt part of theſe toreign 
tranſactions are neither fully nor exactly related in our memoirs; 
and 1 therefore think it unneceflary to give an account of 
them in the notes, but rather refer the reader to the memoirs and 
hiſtories of that time. In like manner, conſult the general and 
particular accounts of the military expeditions between the armies 
of the Emperor and the Grand Scignior, which are mentioned here. 

T It was ſaid, that 300,000 French, men and women, vent to 
Rome, to obtain the indulgence of the jubilee, concerning which, 
ſee the ceremonies in La Septennaire, ann. 1600, and other 
memoirs of that time. 

t Charles de Breaute, a French gentleman-of Caux, captain of 
a tioop of horle in the ſervice of the ſtates; his antagoniſt _ 5 
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1 Have now Maiſhel1 the laſt military narration q 
9 that will be found ia thele memoirs, at leaſt, 1 
2 in which France was concerned. The life of 

'y H:nry the Great, hitherto wholly paſſed amidſt the 

a tumult of arms, will, in the ſequel, exhibit on- 

5 ly the actions of a pacitic King, and father of a fa- 

© mily. Tae manner in which the campaign in 5a- ._ 
* voy had been conducted and terminated, leaving 1 
2; no room to fear that the peace would be again in- a 
* friaged by any of the ancient enemies of this mo- 

by narchy, or that it would not ſubſiſt as long as his 

ll Muqjeſty pleated, I refumed by his orders, aad un- 

* der his iaſpection, thoſe ſchemes with regard to 

q the finances that the war had fulpended, and were 


7 now to meet with no more interruption. After 


* the repreſentation I have already given of the ſtate 

of affairs within the kingdom, it would be injurious 
* to confider the life which the Prince and myſelf 
he now embraced, as idle and inactive; if it is leis ö 
he noily and tumulcuous, it is probably more laborious, | 
1 I am now, then, again to be conſidered as ſhut | 
x up in my cloſet, where I applied mylclf, with the 
8 utmoſt attention, to the cxamination of all the a- g 
1 6 
bd Flemiſh ſoldier, lieutenant of a company under the governor of q 
_ Bifl:dypc, with whom he fuught tw hngle combat, zo French as 
A gainſt the fame number of Flemiſh Atter having the advantage 


| wu a firſt encounter, iu which he killed his antagoniſt, he was 
e made priſoner in a ſecond, aud put to death by order of the 


governor of Buiſl-duc, Ile was one, fays the author of the 
Chron . Sep: that exgerly ſought after occaſlons of duelling, tor 
of 5 Rt | : Fo | 
y wich rcatoa he had beca obliged to quit the court of France. 
& H h 2 buſes 
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buſes that ſtill remained to be remedicd in the 
chamber of accounts “; the offices of rhe finances, 
the crown-lands, the aids, the fublidics, the cqui— 
valents, the five large farms, the tenihs, and all 
the reſt. I laboured at once for the pretent and the 
future, by taking ſuch meaſures, that the method 
Jeſtabliſhed in the direction of every part of the 
finances ſhould not be afterwards ſubject to any 
alterations, I conlidered of mean, to enrich the 
King, without impoveriſhing his ſubjects, to pay 


| his debts, repair his palaces 3 and (trove, with till 


more aſſiduity, to complete the art of fortifying 
his cities, than that of attacking and defending 
them; and to make proviſion of arms and ammu— 
nition, I extended my cares to the repairing and 
renewing public works, ſuch as roads, bridges, 
keys of rivers, and other buildings, which reflect 
no leſs honour upon the ſovereign than the ſplendor 
of his own palaces, and are of general utility: for 
which purpoſe, I began to look into the application 


that had been made of the money granted for thoſe 


uſes to the cities and corporations, or rather into 


the frauds that had been ulcd in the management 


of theſe funds. 

The ſcheme of drawing up an account of every 
part of the finances, under the title of a general 
ſtate, which would lay down their nature uni— 
formly and clearly, ſeemed always fo happy a thought, 
and to proper to bring them to the utmoſt exact- 
neſs, that where-ever this method was practicable 
1 made ule of it. On the firſt day of this year, 
when 1 preſented to the King the gold and ſilver 
medals, as uſual, 1 gave him at the fame time five 
of thele general ſtates, each of which related to 
ove or other of my-employments, bound up in one 
volume very ncatly, In the firſt, which was of the 


As to theſe reformaiions, conſult likewiſe Matthieu, tom. 2. 
liv. 3. p. 444: 
greateſt 
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reateſt importance, becauſe I there gave an account 
of all that concerned myſelf as ſuperintendent, was 
ſ-t down on one ſide, all the money that was raiſed 
in France by the King from every tax whatever; on 
the other, all that was to be deducted for the charge 
of collection, and conſequently all that was to be 
brought clear into his Majeity's coffers. I cannot 
perſuade myſelf, that this method was never thought 
of by any one ſince the finances were ſubject to ſome 
regulation; but 1ntercit alone prevencd the execu- 
tion of it. However that may be, 1 thall always 
inſiſt upon it, that without this guide there is no 
proceeding, without miſtakes or roguery. 

Ihe ſecond of thele ftates was drawn up merely 
for the ule of the keeper of the royal treaſury 
here was ſet down, whence, and upon what account, 
he reccived all the King's money that paſted through 
his hands during the year of his office, and how 
much he was at liberty to diſburſe out of the whole 
ſum, and for what purpoſes. The third was com- 
piled for the ule of the maſter of the ordnance, 
containing an exact account of money received and 
expended; with a trus inventory of all that relates to 
the artillery ; the number and torts of cannon, and 
of other arms, the quantity of inſtrumentsof war, and 
proviſions of victual laid up in different places, or ma- 
gazines; the ſtate of the arſenals and fortified places, 
and other obſervations ot the {ame ſort. The fourth 
related to the chief ſurveyor of the roads, and gave an 
account of all the money diſburſed, or to be diſburſed, 
for the repair of every thing uader his charge, whe» 
ther it was to be done at the expence of the King or 
of the provinces. And to-conclude, the fifth contain» 
ed a catalogue of cities and caſtles, particularly. thoſe 
on the frontiers, that required any money to be laid 
out upon them; with a kind of rough draught of 
the works necetliry at each place, tormed with due 
regard to their natural ſituation and preſent ſtate. 

The King, upon my repreſentation, reformed 

3 many 
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many abuſes with reſpe&t to money, which had 
cauſed a decay of commerce, of which money is 
It the chief inſtrument; the tirſt was the practice 
Ws | which was then allowed, of putting money to in- 
tereſt at eight, or even at ten per cent. * a practice 
| of equal miſchief to the nobility and the people; 
| a to the nobility, becaute they, being forbidden to 
1 engage in trade, have no other riches but the pro- 
il | duce of their grounds, of which the price was 
1 brought down by high intereſt; to the people, be- 
th | cauſe, by putting out money to intereſt, they made 
as great profit by fitting till as by labour, and 
and thereby kept immenſe ſums of money uſcleſs 
to the public, which, without that method of 
growing rich, they would have improved by tome 
means advantageous to the commonwealth. The 
mtereſt of eight per cent. was aboliſhed, and lix per 
cent. allowed in its ſtead. 

The coin of different countries was till this time 
current in France, and paſted in commerce <qually 
with that of our own ſovereign, A prohibition 
was iflued, by which all money was put down but 
the coin of France t, that ot Spain, only exceptcd, 
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* It is thns that a Prince, in our times, remarkable for his abi- 
lities and ſuperior kill in politics, has judged : being firmly per- 
- ſuaded, that the ſtate would receive great advantages in every 
re ſpe ct from & tegulaticn that would oblige monied men to he- 
take tl en ſelves to commerce and agriculture, which ate infinitely 
Jreteratic io the bare and dead produce of rents. 

+ It is ue, thar the ſpecies of toreign gold and filver coin ought 
not to pats current and be confounded with that or the France in 
interior commerce, and in payments made between individuals; 
but is it not evident, that be more ſuch coin abounds among our 
own money, the more flouriſhing will our commerce be? The 
hiſturian Matthieu obſerves. tom. 2 J. 3. p. 446. that this prohi- 
bition made the commerce in France fall almoſt entirely; and 
the Duke of sully himſelf agrees, za little lower, that he was obli- 
ged to have recourte to other means to retrieve it. We will ex- 
amine this queſtion w.th him, when he comes to handle it in the 
following vock. As to the prohibition of ubng gold and nher 
in clothes and houſchold furniture, we ſhall alſo have oceaſion, in 
the ſequel, to give our opinion on the principles he eſtabliſhes 
with regard to luxury. 


which 
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which would have been too much miſſed in com- 
merce had it been at once forbidden. But it was 
more neeeſſaay to rid ourſelves of the merchandize of 
our neighbours, than of their money, for the whole 
kingdom was filled with their manufactures; and it 
is incredible how much miſchief was done by foreign 
ſtats, particularly thoſe of gold and filver. The 
importation of theſe, and of all others, was ſorbid- 
den under fevere penalties; and becauſe France had 
no means of ſupplying herſelf with them out of her 
own ſtock, we had recourſe to the true remedy, 
which is, to do without them, the uſe of all ſtutfs 
wrought with gold and ſilver being forbidden by an 
edict “. 

All theſe declarations tended to introduce one, 
by which it was forbidden to carry any ſpecies of 
money out of the kingdom, under the penalty af 
a confiſcation of all that ſhould be intercepted in 
the carriage, and likewile of all the eſtates of the 
offenders, as well thote that favoured as thoſe that 
were guilty of the infringement of this law. The 
King gave a public proof how much he had this 
affair at heart, by the oath he made, not to grant 
any pardon for this fort of mitdemeanours; and 
even to hold all thoſe ſuſpected that ſhould dare to 
ſolicit him to the contrary : yet all this could only 
oblige thoſe perſons that carried on ſuch practices, 
to conceal them more carefully. I was of opinion, 
that one example would be more efficacious in cor- 
recting this obitinate evil, than all the threats that 
had been publiſhed againſt it. I was not ignorant 
that a great many very conſiderable perſons, and 
even amongſt the courtiers themſelyes, made a fund 


* He ſhewed, by his example, how to retrench the ſuperfluity 
of dreſs, tor he commonly went clad in a coat of grey cloth, with 
only a purpoint of ſattin or taſſety, without any indented edgings, 


lace, or embroidery 3 he commended ſuch as dteſſed in that plain 


faſlvon, and ridiculed others, who carried, ſaid he, their wind- 
mills aud their old woods on their backs. Peref. part 3. 


Out 
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out of this pernicious traffic, eicher by ſuffering 
this money to paſs under their names, or by ſelling, 
at a high price, the authority which enabled them 
to correſpond with the foreigners, and ſecured the 
privileges of paſlage. I thought it moſt prudent to 
apply myfelf to thoſe who were employed by them 
for theſe correſpondences, and promiſed them that, 
as a recompence for their diſcovery, they ſhould 
have the fourth part of theſe ſums that were ſeized 
by their informations; for the King having made 
over theſe confications to me, I had a right to dif. 
poſe of them. By theſe means I was well ſerved. 
A month was icarce clapſed, when I received 


notice from an jiuconſiderable man, the authors 


not being willing to make themſelves known, that 
there were two hundred thouſand crowns in gold 

oNecting to fend abroad, which' was to be ſent at 
two different times, and that the firſt carriage would 
be much leſs than the ſecond. After having taken 
all the neceſſary precautions, this ſum appearing 
rather too confiderable for me, 1 thought myiclt 
obliged to mention it to the King, who made this 

udlification in the right he had given me, that if 
the ſum did not exceed ten thouſand crowns, I 
might appropriate it to mylelt, but that the over plus 
mould be his, Which will come,“ ſaid he, “ very 
« ſcatonably, having had tome loſs at play that I 
« qurit not tell you of, nor make up with my own 
% money.” I was not mercenary engogh to wait 
for the profits ot the lecond carriage. I ordered 
the firſt to be dogged, and with ſuch vigilance, that 
it was ſtopped halt a Teague beyond the territories 
of France It could not be done in the kingdom, 
though but a quarter of a league from the frontier, 
without furniſhing the offenders with a pretext for 
getting it releaicd. There was found in pittolcs, 
double piſtoles, and crowns of the tun, to the a- 
mount of cight and foriy thoutand crowns, which 
had becn conccaled in tome balcs of common goods 
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for exportation. The King's reſolution on this 
article was ſo well known, that. the conductors 
named no perlon as proprietor of it; and not- 
withſtanding all the noile_this ſeizure made at 
court, it was dilavowed by every one; and the ſum 
was, by his Majeſty, divided in this manner: ſeven- 
ty two thouſand livres he reſerved for himſelf, five 


and twenty thouſand he ordered ſhould be given to 


the iaformer, and the remaining forty-ſeven thou- 
ſand he left to me; promiling me, that however 
large any future capture might be, he would take 
no part of it from me. But after this, no more 
money was attempted to be carried out of the king- 
dom; this example had given a general diſlike to 10 
ruinous a traſlic. 

Thoſe that compoſed the chamber of juſtice “, 
which was ercCted againſt the contractors, treaſu- 
rers, receivers, and others who had been guilty 
of miſdemeanours in their offices, were likely in 
appearance, to exerciſe far greater ſeverities. It 
was my advice, that theſe offenders ſhould not on- 
ly be obliged to refund, but that thoſe who were 
convicted of embezzling the public treaſure ſhould 
be corporally punithed. Money, however, the 
pofiefiion of which covers all crimes it is the cauſe 
of, excepted this from the juſt rigour of the law t, 


* Otherwiſe called the royal chamber: it conſiſted of a preſi- 
dent of the parliament of Paris, two counſellors, two matters of 
requeſt, a prefident and four counſeliors of the chamber of ac- 
counts, a preſident and three counſellors of the court of aids, and 
one of the general advocates of the parliament, &c. Commiſſions 
ers were {eat iuto*the provinces, to give them informations of 
ſuch as were guilty of any malverſations, 

The Duke of sully ſcems to me to reaſon juſtly, when, in ſop- 
poling the utility of the chambers of juſtice, he requires, that they 
ſhould not contine their proceedings to pecuniary muſcts only, but 
Jin to theſe corporal punithunents. And he ſeems to me to have 
itil preater reaſon, when, in the ſequel, he adviſes to ſupprets this 
mcthod as ablolutely uiclcts ;z and catirely aboliſh, iu France, the 
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I would, were it poſſible, transfuſe into the breaſts 
of my countrymen ſome part of that indigaation 
that fills mine againſt ſo pernicious an abute, and 
all that contempt which I feel tor thoſe that owe 
their elevation to it. If we conlider as a flight 

matter, the deſpicable light we appear in to our 
. neighbours by this ſhametul cuſtom, (for none ſtrikes 
more directly at the honour of the nation), we can- 
not conceal from ourſelves the evils it has given 
riſe to; nothing has contributed more toward per- 
verting our ideas of probity, candor, and diſintereſted- 
neſs or to turn thoſe virtues into ridicule; nothing has 
more ſtrengthened that fatal propenſity to luxury, 
which is natural to all men, but is with us become 
a ſecond nature, by that peculiarity of temper 
which makes us faſten eagerly upon every thing 
that can gratify our paſſions; and nothing in par- 
ticular has ſo greatly degraded the French nobility, 
as the rapid and dazzling fortunes of contractors 
and other men of buſineſs, by that opinion which 
they have circulated every where, and which is in— 
deed but too well grounded, that in France this is 
almoſt the only method of arriving at the higheſt 
honours, and firſt employments of the ſtate, in the 
poſſeſſion of which all is forgot, and to the attain- 
ment all is permitted. 

To go to the ſource, military virtue is almoſt 
the only quality by which true nobility can, in 
France, be obtained, preſerved, or dignified : and 
in this practice there will be found no prejudice or 
empty opinion, it it be conſidered, that prece- 
dence muſt naturally be granted to that rank, by 
which all other claſlcs of the community are pre- 
ſerved, and iupported, in that tecurity without 
which there can be no property: but this ſtate of 
lite is not the way to a great fortune; this, fimpli- 


uſage of compoſitions in farming the ſinan es: and this is likewiſe 
the opinion of Cardinal Richelicy, Tejtament Polit. part 1. ch. 4 $5» 
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city, and ſeparation from lucrative purpoſes, ſhew 
the antiquity and purity of the firſt inſtitution, 
By bravery nothing but honours could be got, be- 
cauſe in thoſe times honour was the only reward of 
glorious action: in later days, ſince the notions of 
mankind are changed, and every thing is rated by 
the money which it brings, this generous body of 
nobility is brought in compariſon with the mana- 
gers of the revenue, the officers of juſtice, and the 
drudges of buſineſs. But this compariſon termi- 
nates in an univerſal agreement, to pay to theſe ga- 
therers of money that reſpect which muſt always be 
ſhewn to thoſe who are poſſciled of power, and are 
in fact our ſuperiors, an advantage which the for- 
mer have loſt “. And, indeed, how ſhould it be o- 
therwiſe, when we ſee the nobility of the ſame mind, 
with regard to this point, as the meaneſt of the 
people, and making no ſcruple to mingle the moſt 
illuſtrious blood in a ſhameful alliance with a dirty 
pedlar, who knows nothing but the change, his 
ſhop, his counter, and his knavery? This abuſe 
is neceſſarily productive of two others, confuſion 
of ranks, and degeneracy of families ; which laſt 
is better proved by experience than argument. 
We need only take a view of that great number 
of mongril gentry with which the court and cit 

is filled, and we ſhall find them wholly deſtitute 
of the plain and manly virtue of their anceſtors ; 


a 


* The ſame Cardinal Richelieu complains of this abuſe, and 
Propoſes a remedy for it, according to the Duke of Sully's ſcheme. 
Gentlemen, (iays he), cannot be promoted to places of truſt 
and dignity, but at the expence of their ruin; for at preſent 
all ſorts ot people are admitted to them through the intamous 
traffic carried on by means of money. For the future, all per- 
ſons ſhould be excluded trom thoſe peſts, but thoſe that have 
the good fortune to be of noble birth.” This miniſter con- 
cludes, in another place, after M. de Sully. © That the means 
of continving the nobility in that purity of manners which the 
** derive from their anceſtors, (theſe are his words), 1s to retrench 


0 that luxury and intolerable expence which have been gradual- 
6, ly introduced.“ Part x. ch. 3. 5 I. \ 
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no depth of thought, no ſolidity of judgment, raſh, 
incouhderate, a ftrong paſſion for play, a natu- 
ral propenſity to difloluteneſs, a ſolicitude for 
dreſs, and vitiated taſte in every kind of luxu— 
ry ; that one would imagine they thought to exceed 
even the women in the effeminacy of their manners: 
yet theſe people engage in the army, but with ſuch 
diſpoſitions, to which is, often added a ſecret con- 
tempt for the profeſſion they embrace, what can be 
expected from them? This ſubverſion of all or- 
der is indeed to be lamented, but is inevitable, 
while that profeſſion, which has only glory for its 
object, is not exalted to the higheſt rank, and dig- 
nified with the chiefeſt honours, which, for that 
purpoſe, ought to be taken from the upſtarts of for- 
tune; and ſtace the infamy which we thould find 
thele creatures of chance ſtained with, if we took 
pains to examine them, is not ſufficient to draw our 
contempt, it is neceſſary they ſhould be branded with 
public marks of diſgrace, to ſignify the rank they 
ought to hold, 

The King was convinced by the juſtneſs of this 
reaſoning. However, in this chamber of juſtice, 
the ſame thing happened that generally does: the 
little rogues paid for all the reſt; the principal 
delinquents found their ſecurity in that very metal 
for which they were proſecuted; they made ule of 
a ſmall part of it in preſents, which ſaved the o- 
ther. This qualifying would not have prevailed 
with the King had it been employed directly; but 
it found acceptance with the ladies of the court, 
and even with the Queen herſelf; they gained the 
Conſtable, Bouillon, Bellegarde, Roquelaure, 
Souvre, Frontenac, and ſome others, who though 
not of this high claſs, knew as well how to work 
upon the King's inclinations; ſuch were Zamet, 
La-Varenne, Gondy, Bonevil, Conchini, and ma- 
ny more of that fort, The complaiſance of 
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live in ſome degree of familiarity with him, and 
eſpecially for ladies, deſtroyed all his wiſe reſolu- 
tions, fo that the ſtorm fell only upon thoſe that 
had reaſon to reproach themſelves with not having 
yet ſtolen enough to put their thefts in ſecurity, 
'The retrenching of part of thoſe officers of all 
ranks, with which the bar and the finances abound- 
ed, and which was done at this time, was looked 
upon as-the work of the chamber of juſtice. The 
great number of thoſe officers, as well as their ex- 
treme licentiouſneſs, are indubitable teſtimonies of 
the calamities that are introduced into a ſtate, and 
the forerunners of its ruin. 

In May the King and Queen had the devotion 
to celebrate the jubilee at Orleans. I attended 
their Majeſties as far as half a league beyond Fon- 
tainebleau, from whence they proceeded that e- 
vening to Puiſeaux. I took advantage of this 
little vacation, to viſit the lands of Baugy, which 
had been juſt awarded to me by a decree, for the 
great ſums which were due to me from theſe lands, 
and upon which I began to build immediately with 
the confiſcated money I have lately mentioned. I 
was {topped within two leagues from the place 
where I intended to lie, by a courier from his Ma- 
jeſty, who called out to me while I was yet a great 
way before him. He brought me a letter from the 
King, which contained only theſe few words. © I 
gave you fix days for your journey to Baugy; 
but 1 have received letters of great conſequence 
from Buzenval, which I want to ſhew you; you 
will oblige me, if you will come and lie to-night 
here at Puiſeaux, whither you need bring no 
* neceſſaries. I have given orders for your lodg- 
ing, and ſent thither my hunting-bed, and have 
ordered Coquct to get your ſupper ready, and 
your breakfaſt in the morning, for I will detain 


« you no longer. Adieu, my beloved friend.“ 
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I wiſhed my wife, who accompanied me, a good 
night, and taking with me only two gentlemen, 
a page, and a valet de chambre, and one groom, 
I turned back to Puileaux, where I found the 
King, who was amuſing himlclf with ſeeing the 
youth of his train wreſtle and leap in the court» 
ard of the priory, As ſoon as he ſaw me, he 
called me Paſquicr, who, had been ſent to him b 
Villeroi, with Buzenval's letters, which informed 
the King, that Prince Maurice had taken the field 
with his army, which he had increaſed with garri— 
ſors drawn out of their quarters, and eſcorted by 
two thouſand waggons; that, with this army, he in- 
tended (as Buzenval had learned from the Prince 
of Orange's officers, and from the Prince himſelf) 
to croſs Brabant, the country of Liege, Hainault, 
and Artois, to gain by it the rivers along the fron» 
tiers of France, from whence he expected aſſiſt- 
ance, and bring the war to the neighbourhood of 
Gravelines, Berque Saint-Vicox, Dunkirk, and 
Nicuport ; that the Archduke, greatly inferior to 
the Prince of Orange, not having yet received the 
troops which he expected from Italy and Germany, 
beheld thoſe preparations with aſtoniſhment, and 
durſt not oppoſe his march, but that he contented 
himſelf with being near bim, that he might oblige 
him to keep in a narrow compaſs, and that while 
he obſtructed him, he might be himſelf near the 
place where he perceived the ſtorm would fall; 
that, finding this ſtep, which had been communi. 
cated to him, of great importance, he thought it 
was neceſſary to inform the King ot it. 

The knowledge I had of the Low- Countries 
made this deſign of the Prince of Orange appear to 
me ſo dangerous, that I thought it likely to draw 
upon him a total defeat. Ie would be obliged to 
march a great way Within view of the enewy, and 
upon their frontiers, through countries ſo tull of 
yours hedges, and hollow ways, particularly 1n 
Liegeois, 
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| Liegeois, that I thought them impaſſable for ſuch a 
number of waggons; and the King was of the 
ſame opinion. After we had conferred together a 
- long time, he reſolved to fend Prince Maurice his 
ſentiments of it, and I reſumed my rout to Baugy, 


a in which 1 viſited the lands of Sully, that I had a 


delign of purchatiag, and did fo accordingly the 
7 following year. The King continued his pilgri- 
mage to Orleans, and laid there the firit ſtone for 
the rebuilding the church of the holy croſs; he af- 
terwards returned to Paris, to which place I had 
come three days before his Majeſty: 


Henry's letter changed the deſign of Naſſau; he 
beſieged Rhimberg, and took it on the tenth of 
June. The Archduke Albert, in revenge, in- 
veſted Oſtend on * the fifth of July. Maurice, 1 
on his ſide, laid ſiege to Bolduc, either to force | 
the Archduke to abandon his enterpriſe, or to in- 1 
demaity himſelf by the reduction of this place, 
which was looked upon to be the moſt important 
fortreſs in Brabant, I was {till of opinion, that he 
would do neither; and when the King ſent for 
me, to hear my ſentiments of it in the preſence of 
the courtiers who were by when the pacquet which 
brought the news was opened, and who all ſpoke 
difterently of it; I ſaid, that, although I was very 
young when I had vilited Bolduc, I had neverthe- 
lels preſerved the remembrance of the place, and 
that, not to mention its ſituation, which rendered 
the ſiege of it a work of immenſe labour, it ſeeme | 
to me impoſſible, coalilering the. extent ot the 
place, and the great number of its citizens, to ſur- | 
round it ia ſuch a manaer as to hiader any one i 
from going in or out, at leatt without an army of | 
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twenty-five thouſand men. In effect, the Prince of 
Orange failed in his attempt upon Bolduc: but all 
this did not happen till November. 

The war breaking out ſo near our frontiers, 
made Henry reſolve to go to Calais, as.if he had 
no other delign but to viſit that country. Ab 
though he always ſuſpected the Spaniards, he was 
not apprehenlive, in the preſent ſtate of the af- 
fairs of that crown, that they would be prevailed 
on to break the peace: but he was not diſpleaſed 
at having an opportunity to give them a lictle un- 
eaſineſs, in revenge for the daily occaſions of dil. 
content which he received from them. They act. 
ed, indeed, in a manner ſufficient to have obliged 
his Majeſty to do ſomething more, had not policy 
prevailed over reſentment. After many fruitleis 


attempts to break the alliance between the Swils 


cantons and France, and to hinder the Pope 
trom acting as arbitrator in the diſpute about the 
marquiſate of Saluces, becauſe his Holineſs 
could not diſpenſe with himfelf from giving judg- 
ment againſt the Duke of Savoy, they had ſeat 
troops to that Prince in the laſt campaign, under 
the command of the Count de Fuentes. Their 
continued intrigues with Marechal Biron, Bouil- 
lov, D*Auvergne, the Prince of Joinville, were 
publicly known. Biron himſelf had confeſſed it 
to his Majeſty : and laſtly, the King, at his return 
from Orleans, received certain intelligence of their 
22 with the cities of Metz, Marſeilles, and 

ayonne, | 

At all this his Majeſty diſſembled his diſpleaſure; 
but nothing provoked him againſt that crown ſo 
much, as the outrage * which La-Rochepot, our 
ambailador 


Antony de Silly, Count de la Rochepot. His nephew hap- 
pening to bathe himſelf with ſone French gentlemen, was in- 
fulted by fome Spaniards who fluog his cloath-, and tho.e of his 
companions, into the river. Iheſe fevenged themſelves = the 
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ambaſſador at Madrid, his nephew, and his whole 
train, had received from that court, Lw-Rochepat 
gave an account of it in his letters, ** I ſwear by 
« Heaven,” ſaid Henry tranſported with rage, 
«that, if I can but once fee my atairs in order, 
« and get a ſuſficient ſupply of money, and whate- 
ver elſe is neceſſary, I will mike fo furious a war 
« upon them, that they (hall repent of having 
« obliged me to take up arms,” However, he 
fill hut his eyes upon ſo glariag a violation of the 
rights of nations, but it was not without doing 

reat violenc? to his inclinations, I ſee plainly,” 
fad this Prince to me ſometimes, that, through 
« emulation, jealouſy, and intereſt of © ſtate, 
& France and Spain can never be on friendly 
« terms with each other, and that a proper ſecu- 
« rity agaiaſt that crown malt have ſome other 
« foundation. than words.” He was ſufiiciently 
convinced ot the error in Villeroi and Sillery's 
policy, who often, in his preſence, m iatained 
againlt me, that a ſtrict union with Spain was not 
only neither impoſhble nor dangerous for Fraace, 
but likewile the moſt reaſonable ty!tem of politics 
that ought to be embraced. To their arguments 1 
oppoled that competition: ſo natural to theſe two 
crowns, the oppoſition of their iateretts, and the 
remembrance of ſo many recent injuries; and 
I concluded that, with a neighbour ſo artful and 
unjuſt, the nectidary meaſures to be taken were, to 
hold them always fuipectzd, and to be always pre- 
pared for defence. Tae laſt news that came from 
Madrid gave me, for this time, the advantage over 


that fled ſoon atter returned to , force open the ambailailor's 
houſe, and theace dragged his nepacw ta priton, with others of 
his aſlociates that had taken ſhelter there. This difference was 
compromiſed by the Pope, who cauſed the priſoners to be ſent 
to him to Rome, aud delivered them to the Count de Bethune, 
brother to M. de Sully, ambailador of France at that court. See 
the above meationcd hiſtoriaus for the year 1601. 
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my opponents, at leaſt in the King's opinion, who 
heſitated no longer about going to Oſtend, after he 
had diſmiſfed two celebrated embaſſies, which he 
received about this time. 

One of theſe embaſſies was from the Grand 
Seignior, who knowing that the Sophy of Perſia, 
his enemy, had ſent a folemn deputation to the 
Pope, the Emperor, and the King of Spain, with- 
out taking any notice of the King of France, a- 
gainſt whom he ſeemed to make an overture of his 
aſſiſtance, at the ſame time that he aſked for theirs, 
he was returning one act for another. His High- 
neſs, on this occation, made uſe of his phyſician, 
who * was a Chriſtian, and inveſted him with the 
dignity of his ambaſſador, The terms in which 
this haughty potentate expreſſed himſelf wich re- 

ard to the French , diſcovered a diſtinction and 
reſpect, of which there are few eximples ; he let 


a higher value, he faid, upon the friendſhip and 


arms of the French, than of alt the other Chriſtian 
nations together; and that, although they thould 
all unite. wth Perſia againſt him, he ſhould 
think himſelf in a condition to deſpiſe their at- 
tempts, as ſoon as he had ſecured the alliance and 


affiſtance of a King, whole ſuperiority over his 


neighbours, as well as his great perſonal qualities, 
he appeared not to be ignorant of. The Turkiſh 


ambaſſador preſented his Majeſty with ſeveral rich 


Bartholomew Cœur, a renegado of Marſcilles. He demand- 
ed of the King, that the Duke of Mereœur ſhould be recalled 


from Hungary, becauſe, among the prophecies which the Turks 


believe, there is one, they ſay, that the Freach ſhall drive the 
*Fiiks out of Europe. | 

+ To the moſt glorious, moſt magnanimous, and moſt illu- 
Qtrious Prince of the faith of Jeſus—the compoſer of the diſferen- 
ces thit happen between Chriſtian potentates, Prince ot grandeur, 
majeſty, and opulence, and the glorious leader of the g cateſt 
ſubje&s, - Henry the IV. Emperor of France; ſuch were the rules 
which his Highge(s gave the King. MSS. de la bidlioth. de Roy, 
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preſents, and gave-me two ſcymztars of exquilice 
workmanſhip, which l keep with great care. 

The other ambaſſador was from the repuolic of 
Venice. This ſtate had been a long tine, by a 
particular reli ince often renewed, aud by cheir co n- 
mon intereſt, united with France aguait the Spa- 
niſh power: it had been anongſt the firſt in co n- 
plimenting his moſt Cariitiaa Myzity upon his 
marriage and the peace, by th: Sicurs Gradenigo 
and D-ltia, the laſt of whon was likswite ia this 
embaſly. Henry was detirous that thele amoaila- 
dors thould be received wita tac utmolt diitin-tion 
in Paris, He ordered then to be ſerved with his 


own plate, aud loaded them with prefeats of equal 1 
; value with thoſe he gave the frit. Pae letters he tuen fy 
wrote to me turacd alnoſt wholly upon this head, i | 
for he was then at Fyntainebleau with tae Queens 1 


| who was far advanced in her pregnancy, upon 
| which account the King could not con im nediately 
to Paris, and {till leis the Queen, wao nad 10 
great a concern in this embaily. His Majeſty thew- 
| ed ſo much reſpect for the Venetian amoaitladors, 
| as not to ſuffer them to wait tur his return to Pa- 
| Tis, but let them know that he would receive taem 
| at Fontainebleau, to which place his coaches and 
equipages attended them. 

The Archduke could not fail to ſuſpect, that 
the King, by marching towards Calais, would en- 
deavour to obſtruct their deügus upon Ottead, by 
way of reprilal for the ill treatment La-Rochepot 


| had received, In order to diſcover the purport of 
15 this journey, they deputed to him the Count of 
0 Solre in the quality of amoailador, under a pre- 
c teace of making him the tame compliments oa tac 
he” Queen's pregnaacy waich ne received tron all 
' parts; enjoining this amoaiſidor to indnuate a 
, complaint of his journey, by which Solre gave a 


fair opportunity to tae King, who, iaitcad ot ſatiſ- 
tying him as to the occation of his complaints, 
„ | | made, 
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made, in his turn, very heavy ones againſt Spain, 
ailuring him, however, but in a gencral manner, 
that he would not be the firſt to come to a rupture, 
provided that the Spaniards did not force him to 
it by continuing their unfair proceedings. With 
this promiſe the ambaſſador pretended to be fatisfiec, 

The Queen of England hearing the King was at 
Calais, thought it a favourable opportunity to ſatiſ- 
fy her impatience of ſeeing and embracing her beſt 
friend. Henry was not leſs deſirous of this inter- 
view, that he might confer with the Queen upon 


the affairs of Europe in general, as well as on their 


own in particular, eſpecially thofe which had been 
juſt hinted to him by the Engliſh and Dutch am- 
baſladors when he was at Nantz. Eliſabeth firſt 
wrote him a letter'equally polite and full of otters 
of ſervice; ſhe afterwards made him the uſual com- 
pliments, and repeated thoſe aſſurances by the Lord 
Edmund, whom ſhe difpatched to Calais, till the 
herſelf could arrive at Dover, from whence ſhe ſent 
the Lord Sidney with other letters. 

Henry reſolving not to be outdone in complai- 
fance, anſwered theſe advances, in a manner that 
ſhewed at once his reſpect for the ſex of Eliſabeth, 
and his eſteem and admiration of her character, 


This intercourſe continued a long time to the great 


mortification of the Spaniards, whoſe jealouſy was 
ſtrongly excited by proximity and cloſe correſpon- 
dence. Of all' the letters wrote by theſe two ſove- 
reigns on this occaſion, I am poſſeſſed only of that 
in which Eliſabeth informs the King of thote obſta- 
eles that prevented her conferring with him in per- 
fon, lamenting the unhappineſs of Princes, who, 
contrary to their inclinations, were {laves to 
forms, and fettered by circumſpection. This let- 
ter , becauſe it was the occaſion of the * [ 
| | ; mauve 


This letter, and this whole relation of the Duke of Sully's 
| conccrning 
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made to this Princeſs, I have kept in my hands: 
in it ſhe tells her moit dear and well-beloved bro» 
ther, (for ſo the called the King of France), that 
her concern at not being able to fee him was fo 
much the greater, as ſhe had ſomething to commu- 
nicate to him, which the durſt not confide to any 
other perſon, or commit to paper, and yet that ſhe 
was upon the poiat of returning to London. 

The King's curioſity was ſtrongly excited by 
theſe laſt words; in vain did he torture his imagt- 
nation to gueſs their purport. Secretary Ferret be- 
ing ſent by him to fetch me, “I have juſt,now're- 
«© ceived letters,” ſaid he to me, from my good 
« fiſter the Queen of England, whom you admire 
« fo greatly; they are fuller of civilities than ever; 
&« ſee if you will have more ſucceſs than I have had 
« in dilcovering her meaning.” I agreed with 
Henry that it muſt be, ſomething of great conſe. 


concerning Heary IV.'s journey to Calais, and Eliſabeth's to Do- 
ver, appear ſufficient, without any other reflections, to ſhew the 
error of all theſe various judgments current at that tune, and 
which have been mentioned by dilferent | hiſtorians concerning 
theſe two potentates. It was ſaid Eliſabeth propoſed to Henry, 
either that he thould come to Dover, or at leaſt conter with her in 
a veſſel halt way between theſe two towas, and that this propaſal 
concealed a ſnuc in which Eliſabeth hoped to entrap Huncy, by 
feizing upon his perſon in the interview, and kecping nie pri» 
ſoner till he reſtored Calais, and that Henry excuſed him ſelt from 
complying with her requeſt, only becaule he ſuſpected the deſign ; 
others lay, becauſe his tears ofthe ſca were ſo great, that he durſt 
not venture into a veilel. No one ſuſpected the true motive for 
propoſiug this interview, which was the occaſion of all theſe-let» 
ters that palled between them, and cauſed the Duke of Sully to 
make the ſecret voyage to Dover, of which he here gives ad ac» 
count. Siri, on this occaſion, builds upon the reſentmeut which 
he ſuppoſes Elifabeth always preſerved both of the peace of Ver- 
vins, and the farrcnder ot Calais, as well as her tear leſt Henry 
thould agpraadiz: himſelf too much, and on the jealouſy which 
the Kaglum entertained ot the French Mem. Recond. vol. 1. p. 
120. 159, Cc. But this writer, fo well acquainted with foreign 
negotiations, efpecially thoſe of Italy and Spain, is not. right, 
neicucr in the tects nor the opiaions walch he produces Concerns 
ing tue iatcrior Of our court and councils under the reza of 
Henry LV. He koew ucither dus prince nor the Duke of Suily, 
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quence which induced her to expreſs herſelf in 


this manner; it was reſolved, therefore, that J 
ſhould embark the next day for Dover, as if with 
no other deſign than to take advantage of the ſhort- 
neſs of the paſſage to make a tour to London, 
which would give me an opportunity of ſeeing what 


ſtep the Queen would take upon my arrival, neither 
the King nor I doubting but that the would be im- 


mediately informed of it. I acquainted no one with 


my intended paſſage, but ſuch of my domeſtics as 


were to attend me, and of theſe | took but a very 


mall number. 


I embarked early in the morning, and reached 


Dover about ten o'clock, where, among the crowd 


of thoſe who embarked and diſembarked, I was 
immediately diſcovered by the Lord Sidney, who 
five or ſix days before had ſeen me at Calais : with 


him were Cobham, Raleigh, and Griffin, and they 


were ſoon after joined by the Earls of Devonſhire 
and Pembroke. Sidney embraced me, and aſked 
me, if I was come to ſee the Queen ? I told 1 was 
not, and even aſſured him, that the King knew 
nothing of my voyage: Ilikewiſe intreated him not 
w mention it to the Queen, for not having had 
ang intention of paying my reſpects to her, 1 had 
no letter to preſent, my deſign being only to make 
a ſhort tour incognito to London. Theſe gentle- 


men replied ſmiling, that I had taken a uſeleſs 


precaution, for that probably the guard-ſhip had 
already given a ſignal of my arrival, and that L 
might quickly expect to ſee a meſtzhger from the 
Queen, who would. not ſuffer me to paſs in this 
manner, having but three days ago ipoke of me 
publicly, and in very obliging terms. affected 
to be extremely concerned at this unlucky accident, 
but to hope nevertheleſs, that I-might ſtill pats ua- 
diſcovered, provided that thele gentlemen would 
be ſecret as to the place where 1 was to lodge; 


from waeace, I aſſured them, L would immediately 
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depart as ſoon as I had a little refreſhment: ſaying 
this, I left them abruptly, and had but juſt entered 
my apartment, and ſpoke a few words to my 
people, when I felt ſomebody embrace me from 
behind, who told me, that he arreſted me as a 
priſoner to the Queen, This was the captain of 
her guards, whole embrace I returned, and replied 
ſmiling, that I ſhould eſteem ſuch ' impriſonment a 
great honour, | | 

His orders were to conduct me directly to the 
Queen; I therefore followed him. © Iris well, 
« M, de Roſny,“ ſaid this Princeſs to me, as ſoon 
as I appeared; “ and do you break our fences 
« thus, and paſs on without coming to ſee me? 1 
am greatly ſurpriſed at it, for I thought you' 
bore me more affection than any of my ſervants, 
and I am perſuaded that I have given you no 
caule to change thoſe ſentiments.” I replied in 
few words, but ſuch as ſo gracious a reception re- 
quired, After which I began, without any dif 
guite, to entertain her with thoſe ſentiments the 
King my maſter had for her. “ To give you a 
« proot,” replied ſhe, “ that I believe all you have 
« told me, of the good-will of the King my bro- 

ther, and of your own, I will diſcourſe with 
you on the ſubject of the laſt letter I wrote to 
him; though perhaps you have ſeen it, for Staf- 
ford (that is the name of the Lord Sidney) and 
Edmund tell me, that the King conceals few 
of his fecrets from you.” She then drew me 
aſide, that the might ſpeak to me with the greateſt 
freedom, on the preſent ſtate of affairs in Europe; 
and this ihe did with ſuch ſtrength and clearneſs, 
beginning from the treaty of Vervins, that I was 
convinced this great Queen was truly worthy of 
that high reputation the had acquired in Europe. 
She entered into this detail, only to ſhew me how 
neceflary it was that the King of France ſhould, in 
concert with her, begin to execute thoſe great de- 
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figns which they both meditated againſt the houſe 
of Auſtria, The neceſſity of this ſhe founded 
upon the acceſſions this houſe. was daily feen to 
make: ſhe repeated to me all that had paſſed on 
this ſubje ct in 1598, between the King and the 
Engliſh and Dutch ambaſſadors, and :ſked me, if 
this Prince did not ſtill continue to have the ſame 
ſentiments, and why he ſo long delayed to begin the 
enterpriſe, 

To theſe queſtions of Queen Fliſabeth, T anſwer. 
ed, That his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty ſtill continued 
to think of that affair as he always had done: 
that the men and money he was raiſing, and the 
other warlike preparations he was making, were 
deſtined to no other purpoſe than the execution of 
the concerted plan; but that in France things were 
far from being in ſuch a ſtate, as to enable him to 


undertake the deſtruction of a power lo ſolidly e- 


ſtabliſhed as that of the Avſtrian Princes. 'This 
I proved, by the extraordinary expences Henry 
had been at fince the peace of Vervins, as weli for 
the general neceſſities of his kingdom, as to re- 
ſtrain the attempts of the ſediticus, and to carry 
on the war which he had juſt ended with Savoy. 
I did not diſſemble with this Princeſs the opinion I 
had always entertained of this enterpriſe, which is, 
that thcugh England and the United Provinces 
ſhould uſe their utmoſt endeavours to reduce the 
houſe of Auſtria, unleſs they were aſſiſted by all 
the forces ot the French monarchy, and on whom, 
for many realons, the chief weight of this war 
muſt fall, the houſe of Auſtria, by vniting the 
forces ct its two branches, might, without any dit- 
ficulty, net only ſupport itſelf againſt them, but 
even render the balance equal; it would therefore 
be uſeleſs, and even an imprudent attempt, to en- 
deaveur to {{Þ the foundaticns of ſo formidable a 
power, by the ſame means cnly that ſerve merely 
to keep upen the defenſive with it: and it _— 
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be indifpenſably neceſſary to defer the attempt for 
ſome years, during which France would acquire all 
ſhe now wanted, to enable her to ſtrike more effec» 
tually the blow that was preparing for the common 
enemy; and would, in conjunction with her allies, 
endeavour to engage the neighbouring princes and 
ſtates in their detign, the princes of Germany eſpe. 
cially, who were more immediately threatened by 
the tyranny of the houſe of Auſtria. : 

It was eaſy for the Queen of England to com- 
prehind, by the manner in which I expreſſed myſelf, 
that theſe were not ſo much my own as Henry's 
ſentiments, which I communicated to her, and ſhe' 
gave me to underſtand as much, by confeſſing, that 
they appeared fo juſt and reaſonable to her, that ſhe 
could not avoid adopting them : adding only, that 
there was one point on which all the parties could 
not be too ſoon agreed, which was, that the ulti- 
mate view of the intended combination being to 
confine the power of the houſe of Auſtria within 
juſt bounds, it would be neceſſary that each of the 
allies ſhould ſo proportion all his deſires or expec- 
tations, which he might conceive in conſequence 
of the event, as that none of them might be ca- 
pable of giving umbrage to the reſt : ſuppoſing, 
for example, that Spain ſhould be deprived of the 


'Low Countries, neither the whole nor any part' of 


this ſtate was to be coveted, either by the King of 
France, or the King of Scotland, who would one 
day become ſo of Great Britain, nor yet by the 
Kings of Sweden and Denmark, already ſufficient- 
ly powerful by ſea and land, to make themſelves 
reſpected by the other allies; and that the ſame 
conduct ought to be obſerved with regard to all the 
ather ſpoils that might be taken from the houſe of 
Auſtria, by thoſe princes whoſe dominions ſhould 


happen to be neareſt to the conquered countries; 


For if my brother the King of France,“ ſaid 
the, © ſhould think of making himſelf proprietor, 
Vol. II. K k N 
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« or even only fœdal lord of the United Provinces, 
« 1 ſhould never conſent to it, but entertain a moſt 
« violent jealouly of him; nor ſhould I blame 
« him, if, giving him the ſame occaſion, he ſhould 
« have the ſame fears of me.” 

Theſe were not the only reflections made by the 
Queen of England; ſhe ſaid many other things, 
which appeared to me ſo juſt and ſenſible, that I 
was filled with aſtoniſhment and admiration. Ir is 
not unuſual to behold Princes form great deſigns ; 
their ſphere of action ſo forcibly inclines them to 
this, that it is only neceſſary to warn them of the 
extreme, which is, the projecting what their powers 
are ſo liule proportioned to perform, that they 
ſcarce ever find themſelves able to execute the half 


of what they propoled ; but to be able to diſtin- 


guiſh and form only ſuch as are reaſonable ; wiſely 
to regulate the conduct of them; to foreſee and 
guard againſt all obſtacles in ſuch a manner, that 
when they happen, nothing more will be neceſſary, 
than to apply the remedies prepared long before; 
this is what few princes are capable of. Ignorance, 
proſperity, luxury, vanity, nay, even fear and in- 
dolence, daily produce ſchemes, to execute which 
there is not the leaſt poſſibility. 
of ſurpriſe to me, was, that Eliſabeth and Henry, 
having never conferred together on their political 


project, ſhould agree ſo exactly in all their ideas, 


as not to differ even ia the moſt minute particu» 
lars. | 
The Queen obſerving. my eyes were attentively 
fixed on her without ſpeaking, imagined ſhe had 
expreſſed herſelf ſo contuſedly in ſomething ſhe 
had ſaid, that I was unable to comprehend her 
meaning. But when I ingeniouſly confeſſed to her 
the true cauſe of my ſilence and ſurpriſe, ſhe then, 


without ſcruple, entered into the moſt minute parts 


of the deſign: but as I ſhall have an ample occa- 


ſion to treat of this, in relating the great ſchemes 
| which 
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which were prevented by the untimely death ot 
Henry IV. I ſhall not trouble the reader with uſe- 
lels repetitions; but in this place juſt ſhew the five 
principal points to which her Myeſty reduced fo 
extenſive a {.heme, as from the ſequel of theſe me- 
moirs this will appear to have been. The firſt was 
to reſtore Germany to its ancient liberty, in reſpect 
to the election of its emperors, and the nomina- 
tion of a King of the Romans. The ſecond, to ren- 
der the United Provinces abſolutely independent of 
Spain; and to form them into a republic, by an- 
nexing to them, if neceſſary, ſome provinces dil- 
membered from Germany. The third, to do the 
ſame in regard to Switzerland, by incorporating 
with it ſome of the adjacent proviaces, particularly 
Alface and Franche-Compte. Phe fourth, to divide 
all Chriſtendom into a certain number of powers, 
as equal as may be. The fifth, to reduce all the 
various religions in it under thoſe three which 
ſhould appear to be moſt numerous and conſider- 
able in Europe, . 
Our conference was very long. I cannot beſtow 
prailes upon the Queen of England that would be 
equal to the merit which I ditcovered in her in this 
ſhort time, both as to the qualities of the heart, 
and the underſtanding. I gave an exact relation 
of every thing that paſſed between us to the King, 
who very highly 2>proved all the had faid to me. 
Their Majeſties corretponded by letters, during the 
reſt of the time they ſtaid at Dover and Calais. 
All preliminaries wers agreed on; meaſures were 
taken even on the grand object of the deſign, but 
with ſuch ſæcrecy, that the whole of this affair re- 
mained to the death of the King, and even much 
longer, among the number of thole on which on- 
ly various and uncertain conjectures are formed. 
The King did not retura to Paris till he had 
carctully examined all the fortreſles upon this fron- 
tier, and provided for their ſecurity: in every other 
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reſpect he appeared an indifferent ſpectator of the 


quarrel between the Spaniards and the Flemiſh; 
and all he did in favour of Oſtend, the ſiege 
of which was ſtill continned, was not to hinder ſome 
French from engaging in the ſervice of the Prince 
of Orange, in which ſeveral of them loſt their lives; 
amongſt theſe, the death of young“ Charillon- 
Coligny, whole head was thot off by a cannon-þall 
betore Oſtend, deferved to be particularly lament- 
ed. The King, when he was told it, {aid publicly, 
that France had loſt a man of great merit: mytclf, 
in particular, was ſenſibly afflicted at his death, 


Coligny, at an early age, had already united almoſt 


all the qualities that form a ſoldier z valour, mode- 
ration, prudence, judgment, and the art of ma- 


king himſelf equally beloved by the ſoldier and. 


officer. 

Bur Coligny was a Proteſtant; and the jealouſy 
of the courtiers ſoon converted all theſe virtues in- 
to ſo many crimes, in the opinion of the King; 
they told his Majeity, that Coligny already aipired 
to the diſtinction ot being head of the Proteſtants, 
both within and without the kingdom, to which he 
was ſolicited by the Duke of Bouillon; that he 
deſired nothing with ſo much ardour as to equal, 
or even to ſurpaſs, the actions of his father and 
grandfather; and had been heard to declare, that 


he thoyld not regret the loſs of * te, if he had the 


ſatistaction to loſe it at the head of an army, fight- 
ing for the preſervation of his friends. His. attec- 
tion for the ſoldiers was treated as an artful and 
dangerous artifice. They hinted to the King, that 
he had already railed a jealouſy in the Prince of 


_ 


1 © Money de Coligny, Lord of Chatillon, ſon to Francis, and 
grandion to the Admmal de Coligny ; he carried to the afliſtance 
„ Oſtend a regiment of So French, According to Brautome, 
the hovte of Chatillon-Coligoy came originally Foun Savoy, Of a 
vety noble and ancient lineage, as he lays, and who wee for- 
meily ſovereign princes, and very powertul. Lom. 3. p. 173: 
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yy Orange; and that his Mijeſty would one day have 
ge reaſon to fear a ſhoot from a ſtock that had given 
1e ſo much trouble to our Kings. Henry was ſo far 
ce influenced by theſe inſinu uions, that when I went 
$3 to alk ſome favours of him for the mother and bro» 
N= ther ot Coligny, he dwelt continually upon what he 
ill had heard, and had given but too much credit to, 
t- and appeared to me not only full of indifference for 
7 the death of Coligny, but alio ſo greatly prejudiced 
f, againſt the whole family, that I deſiſted from a ſo- 
h. heitation which could not bat be prejudicial to my- 
ſt ſelf, my connections, and conformity of religion 
e- with the decealed conſidered. 
a- The Kiqg, at his return to Fontainebleau, had 
d. the pleaſare to find the Queen in as good a ſtate ok 
health as he left her. He was ſeldom from her 
ly during her pregnancy, and took all poſſible care of 
n- her health“. In a letter he wrote to me ſome days 
* before the Queen lay in; he fays, “ Bring no people 
d of butiaets with you at this time: no mention 
: „% mult be made ot it during the firſt week of my 
le % wife's lying in; we ſhall have ſufficient employ- 
1e * ment to hinder her from getting cold.“ 
l, At length the moment that was to fill the King, 
fet the Queen, and the whole kingdom with joy, ar- 
at rived; the Quzen was, on the 179th of September +, 
delivered of a lon, whole itron:g health, as well as 
t- the Queen's, filled the kingdom with the moſt a- 
c- greeable hopes J. I belicve I may venture to af- 
d 5 firm, 
f We read,” ſays Bayle, in the Nep. de Lett. for January 1686, 
* That Henry recommended to Louiſa Bourgeois, a very ſkilful 
* midwite who laid the Queen, to perform her office ſo carefully, 
id as that there might be no occaſion tor employing à man-mid- 
ce * wife. Since this,“ added he, would ſhock female modeſty.“ 
e, On Thurſday night, about midmght. | ES 
2 | Percfixe ſays, “ The King, impluring the ble ſſing of Hea von 
I* upon the infant, gave him alſo his own benediction, and put bis 
1 ** {word into his haud, praying God, that he would be pleaſed to 
z ** give him grace to make uſe of it only tor his glory, and the de- 
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reſpect he appeared an indifferent ſpectator of the 
quarrel between the Spaniards and the Flemiſh; 
and all he did in favour of Oſtend, the ſiege 
of which was ſtill continned, was not to hinder ſome 
French from engaging in the ſervice of the Prince 
of Orange, in which fevcralof them loſt their lives; 
among(t theſe, the death of young “ Chatillon— 
Culigny, whole head was thot off by a cannon-þall 
betore Oſtend, deſerved to be particularly lament- 
ed. The King, when he was told it, ſaid publicly, 
that France had loſt a man of great merit : mytclf, 
in particular, was ſenſibly aftlicted at his death, 
Coligny, at an early age, had already united almoſt 
all the qualities that form a ſoldier z valour, mode- 
ration, prudence, judgment, and the art of ma— 
king himſelf equally beloved by the {ſoldier and 
officer. 

Bur Coligny was a Proteſtant; and the jealouſy 
of the courtiers ſoon converted all theſe virtues in- 


to ſo many crimes, in the opinion of the King; 


they told his Majeſty, that Coligny already aipired 
to the diſtinction of being head of the Proteſtants, 
both within and without the kingdom, to which he 
was ſolicited by the Duke of Bouillon; that he 
deſired nothing with fo much ardour as to equal, 
or even to ſurpaſs, the actions of his father and 
grandfather; and had been heard to declare, that 


he ſhould not regret the loſs of fe, if he had the 


ſatistaction to loſe it at the head of an army, fight- 
ing for the preſervation of his friends. His attec- 
tion for the foldiers was treated as an artful and 
dangerous artifice. They hinted to the King, that 
he had already raiſed a jealouſy in the Prince of 


45 . | 
Henry de Coligny, Lord of Chatillon, ſon to Francis, and 
grandion to the Admmal de Coligny ; he carried to the afliſtance 
, Oltcud a regiment of Eoo Fiench. According to Brantome, 
the hovte of Chatillon-Coliguy came originally trom Savoy, of a 
very noble and ancient lineage, as he foys, and who wee for- 
nucily ſoveteigu princes, and very powertul. Lom. 3. p. 173. 
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Orange; and that his Mijeſty would one day have 

reaſon to fear 2 ſhoot from a ſtock that had given 

ſo much trouble to our Kings. Henry was ſo far 

influenced by theſe inſinu tions, that when I went 

to aſk ſome favours of him for the mother and bro- 
ther ot Coligny, he dwelt continually upon what he 
had heard, and had given but too much credit to, 
and appeared to me not only full of indifference for 
the death of Coligny, but alio ſo greatly prejudiced 
againſt the whole family, that J deſiſted from a ſo- 
kcitation which could not bat be prejudicial to my- 
ſelf, my eonnections, and conformity of religion 
with the decealed conſidered. 

The King, at his return to Fontainebleau, had 
the pleaſare to find the Queen in as good a ſtate of 
health as he left her, He was ſeldom from her 
during her pregnancy, and took all poſſible care of 
her health“. In a letter he wrote to me ſome days 
before the Queen lay in; he ſays, Bring no people 
« of buliaels with you at this time: no mention 
„ mult be made of it during the firſt week of my 
% wife's lying in; we ſhall have ſufficieat employ- 
* ment to hinder her from getting cold.“ 

At length the moment that was to fill the King, 
the Qucen, and the whole kingdom with joy, ar- 
rived; the Quzen was, on the 179th of, September +, 
delivered of a lon, whole itrov1g health, as well as 
the Queen's, filled the kingdoin with the moſt a- 
grecable hopes }. I belicve I may venture to af- 

firm, 


er We read,” ſays Bayle, in the Nep. de Leit. for January 1686, 
* That Henry recommended to Louiſa Bourgeois, a very ſkilful 
* midwite who laid the Queen, to perform her office ſo carefully, 
as that there might be no occaſion tor employing a man- mid- 
wife. Since this,” added he, “ would ſhock female modeſiy.“ 

Tt On Thurſday night, about midnight. a 

| Percfixe ſays, The King, implos ing the bleſſing of Hea von 
upon the infant, gave him alſo his own benediction, and put bis 
* {word into his hand, praying God, that he would be pleaſed to 
ive him grace to make uſe of only tor his glory, and the de- 
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firm, that this incident gave me more joy than any 
one elſe. I was attached to the King's perion by 
the moſt tender ties of affection, an aſteftiun which 
I telt in a higher degree than the moſt faithful of 
his ſubjects, and was therefore more intereſted in his 
happineſs. He was ſo well convinced of this truth, 
that he did me the hononr to give me notice of the 
birth of his fon in a billet, which, at ten o'clock at 
night, he ſent from Fontainebleau to Paris, where I 
then was; it contained only theſe few words: 
« 'The Queen is juſt delivered of a fon; I ſend you 
« the news that you may rejoice with me.“ Beſides 


this billet, which he wrote as to a friend, he 


ſent me another the next morning by Li-Varenne, 
as grand maſter of the ordnance; he there men. 
tioned the birth of the Dauphin as an occaſion of 
inexpreſſible delight to him, “ Not fo much,” faid 
he, for the near concern I have in this incident, 
« as for the general good of my ſubjects.“ He 
ordered me to fre the cannon of the arſenal ; which 
was performed in ſuch a manner, tbat the report 
was heard even at Fontainebleau. On this occaſion 
it was not neceſſary to order public rejoicings: all 
his Majeſty's ſubjects, from the firſt to the meaneſt, 
concurred in giving demonſtrations of it, in which 
fear and policy had no part. 

he King's farisfuftion was only interrupted by 


a flight indifpofition, which he had drawn upon 


himſelf. La. Riviere was his firſt phyſician, a man 


who had little more religion than thoſe generally 


have that blend it with the profeflion of judicial 
aſtrology: yet the world did him the-honour to 
ſuppoſe, that he concealed the principles of a Pro- 
teſtant under the appearance of a Catholic. Henry, 


« fence of his people.“ Matthieu ſpeaks in the very ſame terms; 
« My deareſt,” ſays be to the Queen, be ot good cheer, for God 
* has granted us what we wanted,” This writer adds, that a 
ſhock of an earthquake was felt two hours after midnight. Tom. 


who 
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who already felt a tenderneſs for his fon, that filled 
him with an eager anxiety to know his fate, having 
heard that La-Riviere had often ſucceeded wonder- 
fully in his predictions, commanded him to calculate 
the Dauphin's nativity, with all the ceremonies of 
his art; and that the exact moment of his birth 
might be known, had carefully fought for the moſt 
excellent watch that could be procured. It appear- 
ed, that the King thought no more of this deſign 
till about a fortnight atter, when he and I being a- 
lone together, the converſation turned upon the 
predictions of La-Brofle, which I have formerly 
mentioned, concerning his Mijeſty and me, which 
we had found ſo exactly accompliſhed. Henry's 
inclination to make the experiment with his fon re- 
cciving new ſtrength by this diſcourſe, he ordered 
La-Riviere to be tent for. 

The phyſician, without raking any notice of it, 
had procceded in his work, © M. de La-Riviere,” 
ſaid the King to him, „we have been talking of 
« aſtrology z what have you diſcovered concerning 
% my ſon f“ © I had begun my calculations,” re- 
plied La-Riviere, “ but J left them unfinithed, not 
« caring any longer to amuſe myſelf with a fcience 
«© which I have always believed to be in ſome de- 
« gree criminal.” The King immediately diſcover- 
ed, that this anſwer was not ſincere, and that he 
concealed his thoughts either through an apprehen- 
ſion of offending his Majeſty, or from an effect of 
ill humour, whim, or the caution of an aſtrologer, 
who held it dangerous to diſcloſe his ſecrets. 
& 1 fee plainly,” laid Henry, “ that you are not re- 
« ſtrained by motives of tonſciencez you are not 
©« of the number of perſons that are ſo very fcrupu- 
“ lous; bur, in reality, you are afraid of not being 
« able to tell me the truth, or of making me angry; 
© but, whatever it be, 1 will know it, and 1 com- 
% mand you, on my diſpleature, to ſpeak freely.” 
La-Rivierc ſuffered himſelt to be preſſed itill longer $ 
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and at laſt, with a diſcontented air, either real or 
diſſembled, ſaid, “ Sire, your ſon will live out the 
« common age of a man, and will reign longer 
e than you; but his inclination and yours will be 
« yery different; he will be obſtinate in his opi- 
© nicns, often governed by his own whims, and 
« ſometimes by thoſe of others: it will be ſafer 
« then to think than to ſpeak; impending ruin 
« threatens your former ſociety : all the effects of 
your prudence will be deſtroyed: he will perform 
great things, will be fortunate in his deſigns, and 
make a great figure in Europe : in his tune there 
will be a viciflitude of peace and war; he will 
have children; and after him things will grow 
« worſe. This is all you can know from me, and 
« more than I had reſolved to tell you.” The 
King, after muſing a little while on what he had 
heard, ſaid to La-Riviere, © You mean the Pro- 
« teftants, I know; but you ſpeak thus becauſe 
% you are well inclined towards them.“ I under- 
« ſtand,” ſaid La- Riviere, * what you would have; 
« but 1 thall ſay no more.” His Majeſty and 1 « n- 
tinued a long time together, in converſation, na- 
king reflections on every word that had been ſpoken 
by La-Rivicre, which remained ſtrongly on the 
King's mind. 1 5 

It was not poſſible for me to ſtay long at Fon- 
taincbleau; but the King continued to give me, 
with great kindneis, an account of every thing that 
happened. * You cannot imagine,“ ſays he, in 
one of his letters, * how well my wife is recovered 
« of her lying in; the drefles her head herſelf, 
% and talks already of getting up.” In another, 


nine days after her delivery, he lays, © The Queen 
gocs already into her cloſet; the has a conſtitu- 
tion lurprilingly ſtrong : my ton likewiſe is very 
« well, I thank Cod: theie are the beſt news I can 
„ ſend a taithiul and affectionate ſervant, whom L 
' 3-7 « tendcrly 
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« tenderly love “.“ Henry ſent his ſon to Saint- 
Germain to be nurſed, on account of the goodneſs 
of the air: and by one of thole little ſtrokes of po- 
pularity, which ſhew the heart better than more o- 
{tentatious actions, he would have him ſhewn to all 
Paris; for which purpoſe he was carried only 
through the midſt of this great city. The Pariſi- 
ans, by repeated acclamations, expreſſed their plea- 
ſure at this light, 

The King had made a promiſe to the Queen, 
that, if ſhe brought him a ſon, he would preſent 


her with the caſtle of Monceaux. © My wife,“ ſaid 


he in a letter to me, “ has gained Monceaux, by 
« giving me a ſon; therefore I deſire you will lend 
% for the Preſident Forget, to confer with him a- 
« bout this affair, and take his advice concerning 
te the ſecurity that muſt be given to my children, 
&« for the ſum which I pay for Monceaux.” The 
city of Paris having likewiſe promiſed the Queen 
a preſent of a (uit of tapeſtry-hangings for her ly- 
ing-in, his Majeſty, in this letter, reminded me 
to demand it. An infanta F was born in Spain, 
about the {ame time that Providence gave a prince 
to France, . 

The negotiation ſo many years depending with 


the Grand Duke of Florence, was concluded this. 


year: that the reader may underitand the occaſion 


of it, it is neceſſary he ſhould know, that, under 


the reign of Henry III. Ferdinand de Medicis, 


Grand Duke of Florence, took advantage of the 
troubles that then raged in France, to poſſeſs him- 


ſelf of the little iſles of Pomegue, Ratoneau, and 
If, with its caſtle in the neighbourhood of Mar- 
ſeilles. Henry, fully reſolved to make the Grand 


The original of this letter of Henry IV. to M. de Sully is till 
extant; it is dated from Fontainebleau the 27th of Auguit, Ca- 
dinet de M. le duc de Sully. 

Anna Maria Maunctte, afterwards Queen of France, born 
the azd of Septcuber, 


Duke 
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Duke reſtore them, ordered D'Oſſat, who was then 
on the other fide of the Alps, to demand them, in 
the year 1598. The Grand Duke, not daring to 
refute them abſohutely, a> eee only, that he 
had expended great ſums of money upon theſe if}-s, 
which he could not reſolve to loſe: D'Offat of 
himſelf removed this obſtacle, by engaging, that: 
the King his maſter ſhould indemnify him for theſe 
expences, by paying him three hundred thouſand 
crowns, for which twelve of the richeſt and moſt 
conſiderable perſons in France ſhould be ſecurity *, 
as if his Majeſty alone had not been ſufficient to an- 
ſwer for ſo ſmall a ſum. The King, without great- 
ly attending to this condition, ratified this treaty : 
and a ſhort time after the Chevalier Vinta was ſent 
by the Duke of Florence to conclude, with Gondy, 
the buſineſs of the iſles upon this plan. 

The two agents did not go out of the council to 
ſeek for their ſecurities, and the affair was propo- 
ſed to me amongſt the reſt: this method of pro- 
ceeding with a King, whole power no part of Eu- 
rope was ignorant of, appeared to me ſo uncom- 
mon, that I could not help laughing at thole who 
mentioned it to me. Villeroi took pains to repre- 


ſent to me the neceſſity of diſengaging D'Offat from 


his word. I replied, that there never had been any 


® This is, in effect, the import of the fifth article of the treaty 
that paſſed on the 1ſt of May 1598, between the King of France 
and the grand Duke ot Tutciny, by the intervention of Cardinal 
d' Oſſat, which may be ſcen at full length at the end of the collec 
tion of this Cardinal's letters. The Duke of Sully does not here 
reproach M. D*Oſſat with any thing which he had not already ex- 
caſed in che letter which he wrote to his Majeſty on the ch of 
May 1698, immediately after the coneluũen of this tre ity, and 
likewiſe in that to M. de Villeroi, of the gth of Auguſt tollow- 
ing, He afterwards cleared himſelt more fully, in a long memo- 
rial, which is alſo inſerted at the end of this collection. How- 
ever, we cannot think the reaſuas which M. de Sully produces 


againſt this convention grounylefs, nor believe that the Duke os 


Florence would have broke the treaty without that condition. 
=: bankers 
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bankers in my family; for, indeed, this was rather 
the buſineſs of bankers than of gentlemen. None 
of the others, ſaid Villeroi, have made any diffi- 
culty about it. I believe it, anſwered I, with ſome 
indignation; for they are all either deſcended from 
traders or lawyers. tlereupon there aroſe a diſpute 
in the council, which was reported to the King, 
who only ſmiled and ſaid, they had done wrong to 
mention it to me without firſt informing him, ſince 
he had not acquainted me with it himſelf, I am 
aſtoniſhed, added he, that he did not give a ſtill 


ruder anſwer: you cannot be ignorant of his tem- 


per, and how highly he values himſelf upon the 


nobility of his birth: let this affair be concluded 


without his or any other perſon's entering into any 
obligation, I gave no permifſion to the biſhop 
of Rennes to agree to ſuch an expedient. 'The 
Grand Duke did not allow himſelf to be ſolicited 
upon this head; he ſet the King free from the ob- 
ligation of the twelve ſecurities, out of regard to, 
his perſon. The act for it was paſſed on the fourth 
of Auguſt 1598; but the affair was on neither 
ſide concluded till the Chevalier Viata arrived, in 
1601, e 

I was likewiſe employed to ſettle certain eſtates 
in Piedmont, for which the Count of Soiſſons was 
deſirous of treating with his Majeſty ; they came to 
him by the death of the Princeſs ot Conti, in right 
of his wife, who was of the houſe of Montafhe, 
My report was not very favourable for the Count: 
I repreſented to the King, that theſe eſtates, which 
had been too highly valued, were likewiſe ſubject to 
ſo much litigation, and were ſo diſadvantageouſly 
ſituated, that theſe conſiderations ought greatly to 
leſſen the price. The Count of Soiſſons thought 
proper to diflemble the reſentment he entertained a- 
gainſt me for this declaration, 

Freſne- Canaye was appointed ambaſſador to Ve- 
nice, and Bethune my brother to Rome, to the 
great 
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great mortification of the other miniſters, eſpecially 
Villeroi and Sillery, with whom I had often dif. 
putes, which the King had many times endeavour. 
ed to prevent. Theſe two gentlemen had underta. 
ken to exclude me from any concern in foreign af- 
fairs, the cognizance of which, - they pretended, 
belonged only to them. The ee to em- 
baſſies falling under this head, they told his Ma. 
jeſty, in my preſence, that, for the embaſſy to 
Rome, they had abler perſons to propoſe to them 


than Bethune, who, they ſaid, had no knowledge 


of the affairs of that court, and had yet per form- 
ed no conſiderable ſervice to the ſtate. My bro- 
ther had, however, already been charged with the 
embaſſy to Scotland, of which he had acquitted 
himſelf well; and it could not be denied that he 
was eircumſpect, wiſe, and honeſt; qualities which, 
in my opinion, are not among the leaſt thatare 
eflential to an ambaſſador. What theſe gentlemen 


faid, therefore, was as falſe as it was contemptu- 


ous; and this I made them ſenſible of in my an- 
ſwer, by ſhewing them'the value of thoſe ſervices 
which the ſtate received from the military art, and 
which thole gentlemen ſeemed to place below all 
others. 

Villeroi, picqued in his turn that I had not gi- 


ven the firſt rank to his, maintained his cauſe 


with great heat and animoſity, His Majeſty found 
himſelf obliged to command us to be ſilent, tell 
ing us, that he was ottended at our holding tuch 
diſcourſe in his preſence; and that, without en- 
tering into a diſcuſſion of our ſervices, we ought 
to be ſatisfied that he was pleaſed: with them. I 
aſked tlie King's pardon for daring, after this pro- 
hibition, to add a few words to clofe the mouths 
of perſons who ſo unjuſtly placed the lazy buti- 
neſs of the law, and the quiet employments of the 
cabinet, above the toils, the dangers, and expence 
of the military profeſſions; and I truly ſpoke my 


3 8 ſentiments 


— — , 2s EET 


1 IE. F WA Wy” AS 1 
4 „ „ 
x * 1 TY W ' * 1 —_ 
. 3 3 1 
4 * 25 by IP n Ef y 6 n 
5 9 2 e 
I "IP. Wa RSS AY 2 
4 7 N 2 © * $4 
* 78 ny 2 e. 2 
1 . rl, 1 Pogo f 
a Xt . 
— 1 2 
* 


ſentiments of ſuch partiality. 4 Well, well,“ ſaid 
Henry, interrupting me, ** I pardon you all, and 
« take your words, as I muſt, but upon con- 
& dition, that, for the future, you will avoid theſe 
& lictle debates, and that when one of you recom- 
« mends his friend ro my favour, the others do 
« not oppoſe it, but ſubmit ro my choice: at pre- 
« {ent | determine. in favour ot the Sicur de Be- 
« thune, whoſe family, wiſdom, probity, and 
« even capacity, I ettcem, having employed him 
« in many aftairs, both of peace and war, which 
© he has acquitted himſelf of worthily.” The 
King promilea Villcroi, that, after my brothers re- 
turn, he will diipole of the embatiy to Rome ac» 
cording to his recommendation. He then put an 
end to his walk, which this quarrel had prowacted 
to more than two hours, and went to dinner. 1 
went teveral times this year to Fontainebleau, to 
receive his Maj: fty's orders concerning aff irs that 
could no otherwite be communicated to him, aud 
being often, and for a contiderable time, at a di- 
ſtince from each other, I received, as ultual, 4 
great number of letters trom this prince: that in 
which he mentions the Marechal d'Ornano, who 
had given him tome cautes ot complaint, has tome- 


thing fingular-in it. © 1 never,” lays Henry, law 


* 10 much obſtinacy and ignorance together in 


one man, but | pronuunced him dangerous : he 
has reached the ſummit of infolence. Take care 
that he gives me no occaſion to be convinced 
what he is, that is, unworthy of the honours 
that I have bcttowed on him: his fidelity only 
could delerve them; his many acts of ditobe- 
dicnce will toon take away all claim to that cha- 
racter: to ſay the truth, I am quite tired of 
him.” The ſtates of Languedoc meeting this 
year, the King wrote to me, that he muſt transfer 
the place of their fitting to the Lower Languedoc, 
* that my ſervants,” lad he, “may not go firit to 
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t thoſe of the league.” In another letter, he or. 
dered me to fend for ſome toals of his breed of 
horſes ® at Meun; and in another, to give two 
hundred crowns to Garnier his preacher in advent 
and lent; the reſt, which contain only a detail of 
flight circumſtances, 1 ſuppreſs, although they 
are proofs of the extreme vigilance and attention 
of this Prince to matters of the ſmalleſt conſequence, 

I ſhall comprile, in one article, with which the 


memoirs of this year will be concluded, all that re. 


lates to Marechal Biron, of whole revolt there was 
at length the moſt convincing proofs. After the 


* © From his carly years,” ſays Brantome, ſpeaking of Hens» 


ey II. io his ies des femme, illuſtres, tom. 2. p. 24. ** he was al- 


1% ways very tond ot the exerciſe of riding, and kept always a 
« great number of horſes in his grand ſtables of Touruelles, 
which were the principal, as alfo at Muns, at St Leger, and 
$ at Oyron, under the intpection of M. de Boiſly maſter of the 
horſe, the moſt valuable part of which was his breeding mares, 
& wherein he took great delight.“ He adds, that this Prince ha- 
virg one day ſhewn his ſtables to the Emperor's maſter of the 
horie, the latter told hin that his maſter had not near ſo fine a 


| ſet ot hor ies, extolliny them very highly, eſpecially as the great» 


eſt part were ot hi> own breeding. The troubles, during the laſt 
reigns, were the cauſe that the King's breeding ſtables had then 
Fallen into decay, and were in a worſe condition than they were 
under Henry II. That oft Meun, or Mchvn, in Berry, was the 
only place of thoſe betoie mentioned, where horſes were bred 
for the King's uſe; and theie ſtables were very inconſiderable, as 
may be ſcen from the ar.hieves ot the ſecretary of the King's 
houſchold. which are kept at Petitiperes in Paris, where Meun is 
called Main, apparently to diſtinguith it tiom another Meun up- 
on the Indre, that is alſo in Berry. 

In 1604, the Dieke de Bellegarde, maſter of the horſe, cauſed 
Maik Antony de Bazy, captain of the breeding ſtables, to remove 
the King's ict of mares to St Leger, a foreſt belonging to the 
crown. In 1618, ſome conſiderable additions and improvements 
were made; and greater ſtill about 1665, when the late M. Cole 
bert, miniſte: ef ſtate, enlarged the hounds, made parks therein, 
and got together a great number of ſtoned horſes and young 
colts, by means of Alain de Garſault, who was then captain. It 
continued in this ſtate till 1715, at which time it began to be 
ſettled in Normandy, under the direction of Francis Gideon 
de Garſault, | ewis ue Loraine, Count d'Armagnac being then 
maſter cf the horſe in France: lince this laſt eſtabliſhment, it 
has every day more the appearance of the ſtables of the molt 
powertul vrigce in Rurope. 
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Ktnghad been at Lyons, and had there entertain- 
ed very ſtrong ſulpicions againſt this Marechal, 
his Majeſty had a private converſation with him in 


the convent of the Cordeliers, and appeared fo 


well informed of all his tranſactions with the Duke 
of Savoy, that Biron, either becauſe he then 
thought, that, after ſuch a diſcovery, all he could 
now do was to repair his fault, or that he ſouglit 
only to deceive the King, confefl:d to him, that 
he had not been able to reſiſt the offers made to 
him by the Duke of Savoy, joined to his promiſe 
of giving him the Princeſs “ his daughter to wife. 
He atked the King's pardon for theſe proceedings, 
and proteſted to him, wita the utmoſt appearance 
of tincerity, that he would never again ſuſter him- 
ſelf to be intoxicated with ſach expect itions. 
enry thought he might depend upon a pro— 
mile, which was neverthelets forgot in che joſtant 
that it was made, Biron reſumed his firſt deſigns z 
went, according to his cuſtom, at different times, 
into the provinces, carefled all the malecontents he 
found amongſt the gentry, entertained them con- 
tinually with the injuſtice he received from the 
King, and his credit, and the correſpondence he 
carried on without the kingdom. He entered into 
ſtronger engagements than ever with Bouillon, 
d'Eatragues, d' Auvergne, and others T. He, who 
| was 
* The Marechal de Biron, by marrying the Duke of Savoy's 
third daughter, was to have received trom the King of Spain, 
and that Duke, the fcigniory and 1nveſtiture of Burgundy, 
Franche-Compte, and the county de Chailois ; this was one part 


of thc grand project of both thete courts, which conſiſted in diſ- 
memberiay, ia this manacr, the kingdom ot France, and par- 


celliug it out among the governors of its provinces. The proof 


of this may be (cn in Viturin Siti, Aer. rec. vol. 1. p. 103. 
1:7, Who hkcwiſe extuls the ſervices winch the Count de Bethus 
ne, our author's brother, perturmed on this occativn, to Hens 
ry IV. during his embally at Rome. | 

he autho ſays nothing, in all this account, of the conſpi- 
racy of the Marechal ciron, his impriſonment, and the proceſs 
agaiuſt him, but what is conlrined by tic hittories and memoirs 
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was pride and fierceneſs itſelf, laid ſuch a reſtraint 
upon his inclinations, as to appear to the foldiers 
the moſt humane and atfable man in the world, 
and drew the aftections of the mob by playing the 
hypocrite and the devotee 3 for what appearance 
wil not ambition aflume to attain its end? Hither— 
to, however, it might ſtill have been doubt. d, 
whether he had not concealed his deli-ns with 
his own breaſt, and if this conduct was not an 
efi.ct of that Ciip-lition which is obtervable in ma- 
nj perſons, who, by their Gifcouric, appear reit. 
leis, diſturbed, apd fond of novelties, yet are far 
from any intention of throwing themlelves head. 
long into rebellion. 

Hence arofe Henry's ſuſpence concerning the 
conduct of Marechal Biron, though he fiill conti— 
rued to have him care fully cblerved, and could 
not help being moved at the accounts that were 
brought him, of his conduct in the lait journey he 
had taken to Don, where he had paffed the end 
of the preceding year, and the begiuning of this, 
Biron, who, on his fide, had his {pies at court, 
being apprebenfive bf the impreſſion which his be- 
haviour made on the King, thought proper to 
write to me on that ſubjc d. His letter is dated 
the third of January; it turned only upon the Till 
cilices that were done him with the King, and the 
injuſtice even his Majctiy did him, in beirving him 
capable of defigns he had never entertained, te 
excuſed his journey to Durgundy, ON account of 
ſome domeſtic affairs which made it abſolutely ne- 
ceflary; and aflured me, that. he ſhould leave that 
province in two days; he concluded with cntreat- 
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ing me to believe all that would be told me from 


bim by Prevot, one of his agents, whom he had 


of that time: they mention theſe extravagant words of his; The 
„% King docs not at all hurt me, tor I know how to Le reven nacd 
on crowned heads, and eveu Emperors.” AMalibiew, tom., 2. 


Iv. 2. P- 333. 


ſent 
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at ſent to me. This letter was too ſoon followed by 
1s inconteſtible proots of his treachery, to make it be 
4, thought lincere; and L was ſo far from believing his 
1C profcilions in it, that they only increaſed my ſuſpi- 
CG cions. 
r. During the King's ſtay at Calais, he received ſtill 
4, | clearer and more circumſtantial informations a- 
in gainſt Biron, doubtleſs becauſe this Marechal, be- 
n lieving himſclf lefs ſuſpected than before, took 
* greater liberties than utual : but Henry, inſtead of 
t- taking thoſe meaſures that in prudence ought to 
ir have been no longer delayed, could not yet .look 
1 upon this man as incurable ; and relolved, if poſ- 
ſible, to bring him back to his duty, by gentleneſs, 
e kindneis, and ſuch diſtinctions as make the ſtrong- 
1 eſt imprethons upon the heart ot an honeſt man. 
d Biron having demanded a gratuity of thirty thou- 
N ſand crowns from his Majeſty, the King thought it 
C very realonable, and granted it immediately; and 
4 becaule that no obſtacles ſhould retard the payment 
8. of it, this Prince ordered me to take proper mea- 
t, ſures to ſatisfy Biron without delay; accordingly 
2 I paid him inſtantly one halt of the ſum in ready 
money, and aſſigned him the other half at the expi- 
> ration of a year, 
Il Biron thought there was a neceſſity for coming 
Q to thank me for this favour; he told me, that he 
n was more obliged to me for it than the King, 
2 complaining to me that he had been forgotten, and 
t even deſpitcd by this Prince, now that he had no 
- longer occaſion for his {word, this ſword, ſaid he, 
it that has placed him upon the throne, It was im- 
t- poſſible for me to keep filence upon this occaſion; 
ly I repreſcnted to the Marechal, with a kind of re- 
d proach, that he accuſed Henry ſo much the more 
unjuſtly, as this Prince, to whom alone he was obli- 
4 ged for this gratuity, had not difdain:d to ſolicit 
1. himſelf for its payment: hence I took occaſion to 


ſpeak with Kill greater freedom to Biron; I remon- 
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ſtrated to him, that, although he ſhould even have 
proofs of his neglect, he ought always to remem— 
ber that he ſpoke of his malter, aud of a maller 
who, by his perſona] qualities, ſtill more than by 
his rank, engaged the eftcem and reſpect of his. 
ſubjects. I told him that there was nothing which 
Kings were more ſenſible of, than diſreſpect to 
their perſons, an envious defire to leflen the glory of 
their arms, and inpratitude for their bencfits, 
Theſe terms were ſuffici-ntly plain, yet T went far« 
ther, and if I did not tell Biron politively, that I 
thought. him both ingrateful and a traitor, there 
was nothing to hinder him from concluding it by 
all my diſcourſe. I cxhorted him to encourage & 
nobler emulation in bis foul, which might give him 
a title to real praiſes; I dwelt upon the difference 
there was between making one's ſelf beloved by 
one's Prince and country, and endeavouring to be- 
come the object of its fear; a deteſtable attempt, 
and almoſt always fatal to thoſe that make it. I 
told him, that it he would join with me in mutual 
labours for the glory of the ftate, and the public 
good, we might, in ſome degree, make both depend 
upon us; he by his abilities for war, I by the 
mare I had in the government at home; and hence 
we ſhould taſte the refincd pleaſure of knowing 
@uvrſclves to be either the authors or inſtruments oft 
every public benefit. I finiſhed my remonſtrance, 
by endeavouring to prevail upon him to go and re- 
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turn his Majeſty, thanks for the gratuity he had juſt 


received. 

To all this Biron, neither moved to gratitude: 
by kindneſs, nor to xepentance by conviction, an- 
fwered only by exaggerating his own merit ſo un- 
ſcaſonably, and in juch boaſtful terms, that I was 
now convinced of a thing I had bitherto only ſuſ- 
pected, which was, that the harſhneſs of his man» 
ners, and the inc quality of his humour, proceeded 
trom a flight taint ot madneis, for which 10 3 
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the leſs allowance was to be made, as that, hinder. 
ing him from reaſoning, it could not hinder him 
from ſpeaking and acting ill : what appeared to me 
a complete proof of it was, that, after what I had 
juſt ſaid to him, having reaſon to look upon me ag 
a man in whole preſence he could not be too caus 
tious, he was imprudeut enough to let ſomething 
eſcape him concerning the deligns that filled his 
head. I took no notice of it, but he perceived the 
2 or he had been guilty of himlclf, and to repair 

t, pretended to acquicſce with my reaſons, and to 
_—_ ove of my ſentiments : from that moment, I {a 
ablolutely deſpaired of ever being able to recal this, 
man to his duty, that I thought mine obliged. me to 
dilguite from the King nothing which 1 believed 
bim cap ible of doing. 

It was always a part of Henry's character, to be 
wich difficulty periuaded of the treachery of any 
perſon about him. He anſwered, that he knew 
Biron perfectly well, that he was very capable of 
ſaying all that was related: but that this man, who, 
in conſequence of his natural violence of temper, 
the effect of melancholy, was never contented, and 
exalted hin elf above every one elle, was neverthe⸗ 
Ils, a moment after, the firſt to mount his horſe, 
and dare all dangers for thole whom he had railed 
at jo much before; therefore he well de ſcrvcd ſome 
mdulgence for a little intemperance of tongue : that 
hc was aſſured Biron would never be induced 
to rebel againtt him: that if this ſhould happen, as 
he had alreacy given a proof on thoſe occafions,, 
where he had taved the lite of this Marechal, and 
in the laſt place at Fontaiae-Frangoile, that he did. 
not yield to him in courage, he knew likewiſe how 
to ſhew hiun that he did not fear him. The King 
therefore made no alteration in his behaviour to- 
Biron, except that he gave him {till greater demon- 
Krations of Kiadaets, and loaded him with new 

honours, 
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honours, which he looked upon as the ouly remedy 
for his defection. 

He was ſent ambaſſador to Queen Eliſabeth, with. 
whom he had a very extraordinary converiation *, 
He was imprudent enough not only to mention the 
Earl of Efſcx to this Princeſs, whom the had lately 
b headed, but likewiſe to bewail the fate of that 
nobleman, whote grcat ſervices had not been able to 
3 him from ſo tragical an end; and Eliſabe th 

ad the complaiſance, in aniwer to this impertinent 
diſcourſe, to juttify her conduct with regard to the 
Earl, by ſhewing the neceflity the was under to 
puniſh him: ſhe told him, that Efiex hid madly 
engaged in ſchemes which greatly exceeded his. 
abilities; and that after many proofs, and a full 
conviction of his rebellion, he might ſtill, by tubmit- 
fion, have obtained her pardon 3 but that neither 
his friends, nor his relations, could prevail upon 
him to aſk it. I know not whether the Queen of 
England perceived any marks of reſemblance bes» 
tween the French ambaſſador and the Englith fa- 
vourite, but the reaſonable obſervations in the na— 
ture of Royal heads, and the duty of ſubjects, with 
which ſhe concluded her diſcourie, ſecmed to inſi— 
nuate as much; but Biron drew no advantage 
from it, 

At his return from London, the King appointed 
him likewiſe ambaſſador extraordinary to Switzer— 
land, to renew the treaty of alliance between 
France and the Cantons; itill continuing to belicve, 
that an employment which would take off his 
thoughts from arms, and engage him in a com- 
merce with a body fo wiſe and politic as the Helve- 
tic ſenate is, would ſubdue at length all inclinations 
to (edition : but ambition, envy, and avarice, are 
paſſions that can never be wholly quclled : and 


A particular account of this embaſſy, may be ſcen in Mai- 
thicu, tom. 2. I. 3. p. 426. and ſegs 


. 


- EY = "" 


r __ wr ws 4 e200... 


5 
4 
+ 
» 
ag 
0 
6 is 8 = A 
_ * = — 
"A 4 * 
* 
3 
* 
<2 
= 
Ne. 
h 
* 
* 
= 
3 


1601, OF SUTEL YE 4% 


had the heart of Biron been thoroughly ſounded, 
it might probably have been found tainted with all 
the three, No 100nzcr was he returned from his 
ſecond embaily, than, as it he had endeavoured to 
make amends tor the time he had loſt, he laboured 
more alli. luoufly than before, to bring all his chi- 
merical tcaemes to perfection, either perſuaded 
thereto by the Dake of Bouillon, and the Count of 
Auvergne, who had likewiſe formed their party, 
or having drawn them into his, 

Po ſtrengthen their mutual engagements, theſe 
three gentl-men ſigned a form of aftociation, of 
which each kept an original: in this uncommon 

iece, which was produced in the procels again 
lirechal Biron, racy reciprocally promiſed, upon 
the faith and word ot gentle:;nen, and men of ho— 
nour, to continue united for their common ſatety, 
to and againſt all, without any exception, (theſe terms 
deicrve a particular oblervation), to keep inviolably 
ſecret whatever might be revealed to any one of 
them; and eto burn this writing, in cafe any acct» 
dent thoul4 happen to either of the atlociates, 
There was no prolpect of tucceeding in their de- 
ſigns, but through the operation of pain and va» 
voy; they thereture renewed their correlpondence 
with thele two powers, and on their file, to ſe— 
cond their cadeavours, went about picking up all 
the dilaticcted perions they could find amonit the 
gentry aud ſoldiers. To draw into reb-lliog 
many of the towns at the greateſt diſtance trom 
Paris, particularly thoſe in the provinces of Gui-nng 
aud Poictou, they took advantage of the ſedidon 
occaſioned by the eſtabliſhment ot the penny in the 
livre, which I had oppoled to ardently in the als 
ſembly des notables, aud which I had not atterwards 
the power to ſuppreis; however, it could not poſs 
ſibly be raited according to the original plan: it had 
been changed into a tublidy of eight hundred ow 
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ſand francs, of which one half was ſunk in the 
taille, and the other in the cuſtoms. 
Biron and his afloctates, to increaſe the diſcon— 


tent of theſe people, already ſtrongly incited by that 


impoſt, perſuaded them, that to complete their ca- 
lamities, they would ſhortly be burdened with a 
duty upon ſalr; and many perſons were kept in 
their pay in each of theſe provinces, to territy the 
inhabitants with perperual alarms, What govern. 
ment can expect to be tree from theſe ditturbers of 
public tranquillity, if that of Henry the Great, fo 
wile, mild, and popular, was not? This evil, 
however, took its riſe from the unhappy influ. 
ence the civil wars had on. the manners of the 
people; that was the poiſon which produced thole 
turbulent ſpirits to whom quiet was paintul, 
and the happieſt condition, a languid inactivity : 
hence ariſes that reſtleſs ambition, which keeps 
their reaſon enſlaved, makes them murmur at Hea— 
ven, and quarrel with mankind for torments they 
bring on themſeivesz and railes their malice a- 
gainſt Princes, whole whole power ſo obnoxious to 
them, is not ſufficient to gratify their inordinate 
deſires. 


Henry's eyes were at length opened with regard 


to the real character of Biron, which he had hi— 


therto flattered himſelf he knew ſo well, and he 
began to fear he ſhould be obliged to have recourſe 
to the moſt violent remedy to ſtop the contagion :; 
informations multiplied every day, and came trom 
perſons that could not be ſuſpected; all agreed in 
the chief point of the conſpiracy z; tome mentioned 
the act of aflociation, and, having ſcen it, related 
the very terms in which it was conceived. Cal- 
vairac gave the King the moſt circumitantial, and 
moſt probable account that had been yet tranimit- 
ted to him; beſides the public rumour, he inform- 
ed him, that Biron and his colleagues had received 
ſeveral thouſand piſtoles trom perions who came 


trom 
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from Spain; that they expected ſums ſtill greater, 
and a ſupply of forces; that the council of Madrid 
had agreed to it, on condition that the rebels ſhould 
begin by {cizing ſome ſtrong maritime places, on 
the frontiers of Spain; that, conformably to this 
plan, enterpriz es were already formed upon Blaye, 
Biycnne, Narbonne, Mare Iles, an! Toulon; and 
that the Count of Auvergne was to wait only till 
theſe were : xecuted, to begin openly his attempt 
upon vSaint-Fiour, 

All thcte informations made it abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary to examine the matter thoroughly. LUhe King 
came on purpoſe to the arſenal, where he found me 
buly in co pleting the labour I had begun, to com- 
municate to me what he had learned, and gave me 
the detail, leaning upon the balcony over the great 
walk, He went atterwards to Fontainebleau, whi- 
ther I followed him; and it was in this place that 
we were to procced to the laſt extremities with Ma- 
rechal Biron. He had for a time made uſe of La- 
Fin *, to carry on his foreign negotiations, a lively, 
cunning, intriguing tellow, whom Bauillon and he 
often called their kinſman. La-Fin had been lent ſe- 
veral times to the King of Spain, the Duke of 8 
voy, and the Count oi Fuentes; but atterwards, up- 
on tome ditguſt Biron had given him, he retired to 
his houſe, where he remained unemployed. lt was 
not thought impoſſible to gain him; and for this pure 


* James de la Fin, a gentleman of Burgundy, of the houſe of 
Beauven-la-Nocte, “ the moſt daygerons man,” ſays Perefixe, 
«© and the greateſt traitor in Fran e: the King knew him well, 
% and tte laid to the Marechai, Don't ſuffer that man to come 
« near you; he's a rogue, he'll be the death ot you. He en- 
% deavourcd to accuſe the Marechil de Biron, from a jealouly he 
« entertained that the Baron de Lux had ſupplanted him in the 
* Marechal's favour; and in revenge to the Count de Fuentes, 
upon the diſcovery ot his attemping to betray the latter, tor 
* that hc had cauſed his ſecretary to be arreſted ; yet that he might 
the better deſtroy the Marechal de Biron, he pretended ſtill ts 
& have che ſame attachment to him as before.“ 
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poſe his nephew, the Vidame of Chartres, was made 
vie of, who endeavourcd to prevail upon his uncle 
to come to Fontainebleau. In the mean time Il re. 
turned to Paris, to make preparations for a j; urney 
his Majeſty thought it necef]iry to take immediately 
into all thoſe places through which Bron had paff d, 
namely, Poictou, Guienne, Limoſin, and eſpecially 
about Blois. 

La-Fin having at length reſolved to come to 
Tontaincbleau, revealed all that he knew concerns 
ing Biron's conipiracy. 'The King was d-firc us 
that he ſhould be detained and lodged ar Mi-Voie, 
that he might be ſeen by none but thoſe who were 
ſent to confer with him. His Myjefty judging by 
what he had at firſt declared, that my pretence 
would be neceilary, wrote thele few words to me: 
« My friend, come to me immediately, on an af- 
& fair that concerns my ſervice, your honour, and 
« our mutual fatis:a&tion. Adieu, my dear friend.“ 
I took poſt immediately, and on my arrival at 
Fontainebleau, I met his Majeſty in the midſt of 
the large avenue to the caſtle, ready to go to hunt, 
I threw mylclt at his feet : “ My iriendc,” ſaid this 
Prince to me, preſſing me in bis arms, “ all is dif- 
« covered; the chict negutiator is come to eſx 
pardon, and to make a full confeffion: in his 
« accuſation he includes a great number of perſons 
„% of high rank, forme ot whom have particular 
&« reaſons to love me *“; but he is a great liar, and 
« 1] am determined to believe nothing be ſays with- 
« cut geod proofs: he accuſes one man, amongſt 
& the reſt, whom you little think of; come, gueſs 


* Ve may, dubtleſs, rank among the number of theſe, the 
charge which La-F iD brought againſt biron, of his having attempt- 
ed be K lite, and the Dauphin's, according to Chrin, Se p— 
tennaint, fince his friends made ute of the proots they had of the 
contrary, to Gbtain his pardon : “ Sire, we have at leaſt this ad- 
vantage,” iaid M. de la torce to Hemy IV throwing bin ſelf at 

is tect, ** tl at there is nothing proved as to his bevirg made any 
% attempt On y«ur: Majelty's pcrion,” Vol. 9129 of the MSS. 
in ux King's library. 


— who 
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* who this traitor ib.“ © That is not in my power, 


0 
. „ Sire,“ I replied. After preſſing me ſome time 
longer, but to no purpoſe, * You know him well,“ 


J ſaid he; © it is M. de Rofny.” If the others are 
f | no more guilty than 1 am,” replied I, ſmiling, 
F « your Majeſty need not give yourſelf much trou- 


© ble about them.” * believe fo,” ſaid the King, 

& and to ſhew you that I do, I have ordered Bel- 
F « levre and Villeroi to bring you all the accuſations 
& againſt you, and the others; I have even told 
N « La-Fin, that I would have him fee you, and ſpealæ 
1 « to you freely. He is concealed at Mi. Voie, and 
4 % will meet you on the road from Moret ; appoint 
7 « the hour and place, and none ſhall be preſent at 
4 % your conference.” 
a | could not imagine how my name happened to 


4 be found in this wicked cabal z whether it came from 
- ſome of Biron's people, who ſuppoſed me to be a 
a friend of their maſter, or from Biron himſelf, and 
F his aſſociates, who thought it was lawful for them 
. to make uſe of it to the Spaniſh miniſters, to fwell 
* the number of their partizins; or of the malecon- 
— tents of the kingdom. It was not impoſſible, that 
i two letters 1 wrote to the Marechal through zeal | 
i rather than complailance, might have involved me | 
FR in the number of thoſe conſpirators; and the rather | 
n becauſe, in alluſion to the converſation that paſſed | 
4 between Biron and me, which I have formerly men- | 
8 tioned, I told him plaialy, that there was nothing to | 
f hinder him from making himfelt uſeful and dear to 
8 the kingdom, by thoſe meaſures I had marked out 

to bim; I likewiſe told him, that although 1 was al- | 
a molt always about the King's perſon, 1 had never | 
< heard him expreſs any reſentment againſt him: and | 
ie I adviſed Biron not to affert ſuch a thing publicly, | 
1 becauſe the world would not fail to believe, and to | 
8 report, that he only feigned to have received ſome | 
4 dilguſt from his Majeſty, becauſe his own conſcience | 


CN ECT 


reproached him with having deſerved it. Thus — 
0 Vol. II. Mm what 3 
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what I ſaid with an intention to bring Biron back 
to his duty, was interpreted to my diladvantage. 

« Henry's opinion, as he has ſince told me, was, 
that this accuſation of me did not take its riſe either 
from Biron, or any of his aſſociates, but from La. 
Fin alone, at the inftigation of ſome perſons who 
hoped by that means to accomplifh my diſgrace : 
however that may be, it made fo little impreſſion on 
the King's mind, that his Majeſty, who had lately 
given me the government of the Baſtile, and intend— 
ed that the patent for it ſhould not appear in my 
name, but only in that of La Chevalerie, altered his 
opinion on this occaſion, and cauſed it be expedired 
under mine, knowing none, he ſaid, but me, by 


whom he could expect to he ſerved with fidelity, in 


eaſe he thould have birds in the cage. According— 
ly, Villeroi was ordered to bring me the patent a 
few days after, which was the beginning of the 
following year. 


I had a long converſation * with La-Fin alone, 


in the foreſt; after which Bellievre, Villeroi, and 
myſelf, examined, with great care, all the papers 
that contained any proofs againſt the Duke of 
Bouillon, Marechal Biron, and the Count of Au- 
verene ;z ſuch as, kticrs, memorandums, and other 
writings of the ſame kind. The names of many 
perions, beſides thele three gentlemen, were men» 
tioned in them; but as it was probably with as little 
juſtice as mine own, which was there likewiſe, I 
mall not, on ſo flight a foundation, give them a 
place in theſe Memoirs, which, to diſtruſttul per- 
— might make them fill more liable to ſutpicion, 
than the deputitions of La-F'in, Atter this exami— 
nation we returned to his Majeſty, and a council 
being held, the reſult of it was, to keep every 
thing. ſecret, that Biron might not be warned of 
the meaſures that were to be taken to bring him 


* Matthicu, vol. a. b. 3. P. 48a. 
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to court, that he might be arreſted with the greater 
ſecurity, It was likewite reſolved, that his Miy-ſty 
ſhould ſet out immediately on the journey before» 
mentioned, We fhall ſce in the following year what 
theſe meatures produced. af 

It is neceſſiry to take ſome notice of what happen- 
ed this year in the ſeveral ſtates of Europe: the court 
of London was thrown into confuſion by a rebellion 
that was ſtirred up by the Spaniards in Ireland. E- 
liſabeth ſent to beficge Kinſale, the ſtrongeſt place 
that the rebels were in poflefhun of; the Eur of Ty» 
rone, their leader, and Don Alonzo del Campo, 
who commanded the Spaniſh troops in Ireland, ha- 
ſtencd to relieve it with all the forces they could get 
together, which were cut in pieces by the Lord Pier- 
cy. Alonzo remained pritoner there, and Kintale 
ſurrendered. 

Very different reports were raiſed concerning 
the deſtination of the fleet which was fitted out 
about this time by the King of Spain, but nothin 
could be certainly known about it; tor after it had 
rode {ome time in the Mediterranean, it was attack= 
ed by a tempeſt, and was obliged to re-enter the 
port of Barcclona, which it did in a very ſhatter- 
ed condition: the command of this fleet had been 
given to Prince Doria. Probably it was deſigned 
ayainft Portugal, where the true or the falte Don 
Scbaſtian * itiil continued to have a great number 

of: 
There is ſomething ſur ly very ſurpriſing and uncommon in 
this pert. ct reſemUblince of ali the parts, features, and even the 
detects of the body, which, according to all the hiſtorians, was 
between the real Don Sebaſtian and this man, who is ſaid to 
have been a native of Calabriz z and it is no lets difficult to gueſs, 
how he could come to the knowledge of the cirzumſtances of the 
King of Fortugal's life, which weie ſo peculiar and ſecret as to 
aſtoniſh all the world, The Portugueſe, ſtill more deceived 
through their natural affe&ion for the blond of their King's, as 
alto through their hatred tor spain, (this laſt motive might ike 
wiſe be applied to M. de Sully), than from any evidence they 
had, perſiſted in ſupporting the claims of this impoilor. The 
deptennai: e is very favourable to him, ann. 1601. p. 217, * 
wha 


| Chron. Septen. tor the year 1601. 
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of partizans. Some ſecrets which he revealed, that 
it ſeemed could have been only known to the Kin 
of Portugal; certain natural marks upon his budy, 
which he ſhewed, and fome other circumitances of 
the ſame kind, confirmed his aſſertion. However, 
to confeſs the truth, none of theſe proofs appeared 
unanſwerable; nevertheleſs, the King of Spain 
thought it the wiſeſt way to rid himlelt privately of 
this pretended Prince: fo that the truth was never 
known, or, at leaſt, to a few perſons only, whoſe 
intereſt it was not to publith it. 

A diet was convened at Riatiſbon, with intention 
to make ſome. compoſition between the Popiſhi and 
Proteſtant religions ; but this eame to nothing, 
Upon the firſt queſtion propoſed, which was con- 
cerning the authority of the holy ſcriptures “, ſuch 
heat was raiſed among the diſputants, that an ac- 
commodation became impracticable. The Papiſts 
maintained, that their authority was derived whol- 
ly from the conſent of the church, that they might 
add the prerogative of intallibity to the other rights 
with which they have fo hberally, and with 1o little 
reaſon, inveſted the Pope. The Proteſtants treat- 
ed this doctrine with contempt and ridicule. 

The war in Tranſylvania ſtill continued diſadvan- 
tageous to the Vaivodes, Battory and Michacl, who 
had revolted from the Emperor; they weve defeat- 


what has been ſaid a little higher. The Spaniards were ſo tho- 
roughly convinced of their. having diſcovered the cheat, when 
Ferdinand, Grand Duke of Tuſcany, had delivered him up into 
the hands ot the Viceroy of Naples, that they no longer ſerupled to 
expoic him as a public g-zing ſtock, mounted him on an aſs; after 


which they icat him to the gaileys. See Matthieu, tom. 2.1. 3. p. 4471. 


This queſtion was publicly debated, during ſeveral fittings, 
betwecn the Catholic divines ot Maximilian Duke of Bavaria, and 
the Proteſtant divines of Ludovic, Count Palatme of Neubourg, 
and of the Electors of Saxony and Brandenbourg z the two firſt 
of theie Princes afliſt-d at it in perſon, and were obliged to put 
an end to this diſpute, the advantage in which each of the parties, 
as is always the cate, atterwards aſcribed to themielves, De Iles, 
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ed by George Baſte, and Clauſembourg was taken. 


The Duke of Mercœur fignalized himſelf no leſs 


at the head of the Imperial troops againſt the 
Turks “; he took Albe-Royale in Hungary, a for- 
treſs eſteemed impregnable; and atterwards drove 
away the Turks from it, who had rerurned to be. 
ſiege it. The Archduke , leſs fortunate than Mer. 
cœur, was beaten before Caniſe; and the Knights 


of Malta took and ae the city of Patlava in 
the Morea. 


Conſtantinople and the Palace of the Grand Sig- 


nior, was in no leſs commotion, through the diſ- 
content of the Janizaries, who proceeded ſo far as to 


ſtrangle, in the preſence of Mahomet III. himſelf, 


ſeven of the favourites of his ſeraglio, and threat- 
ened to depoſe him: he was a man, indeed, whoſe 
vices rendered him unworthy of a throne; he was 
cruel, treacherous, ſlothful, avaritious, and ſunk: 
in every kind of voluptuouſneſs. 


The Duke of Mercœur, by his great exploits, acquired the 
reputation ot one of the firſt warriors of his time. See them, as 


alſo the other facts that are here ſpoken of, in the hiſtorians. 
Ferdinand of Auſtria. 
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